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Mission

Throughout its history, the University
of San Diego has remained committed to
the ideals of liberal education and to
recognizing the dignity of men and
women as human beings and as
creatures of God.

As a Catholic institution, USD is
committed to examination of the
Catholic tradition as the basis of a
continuing search for meaning in
contemporary life.

Important Dates

1952 San Diego College of
Women opens.

1954 College of Men and Law
School open.

1972 College of Men and College
of Women merge to become
USD. '

1979 Hahn School of Nursing

building opens.

1983-84 Helen K. and James S.
Copley Library, Douglas F.
Manchester Executive
Conference Center and Olin
Hall, new home for the
School of Business
Administration, open.

1986 University Center
scheduled to open.

History

The University of San Diego traces its
beginnings to the dedication of the late
San Diego Bishop Charles F. Buddy and
Reverend Mother Rosalie Hill, RSCJ. Due
largely to their efforts USD’s predecessor
institutions were established at the
university’s present Alcala Park
location—the College for Women in 1952,
and the College for Men and the School of
Law in 1954.

In 1971, Dr. Author E. Hughes was
appointed president of the two colleges.
Under his guidance, the College for
Women and the College for Men merged
in 1972 to become USD.

Today the university enrolls more than
5,200 students from across the nation
and around the world in undergraduate
and graduate courses. The 180-acre
campus includes 60 buildings designed
in 16th century Spanish-style
architecture. Three of those buildings
were completed in the past two years—
$4.5 million Olin Hall, new home for the
School of Business Administration; the
$3.7 million Helen K. and James S.
Copley Library; and the $2.4 million
Douglas F. Manchester Executive
Conference Center. Another building, a
$9 million University Center, is due for
completion in 1986.
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