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SUPREME COURT OF THE URITED STATES

Ocroser Trrar, 1942

GORDON K. HIRABAYASIII

VS, No. 870
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MINORU YASUI

VS, No. 871,
PHIS UNITISD STATIES OF AMERICA.

BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE

The interest of the Japanese American Citizens
League.

The Japanese American Citizens League is a national
vraanization of more than 20,000 loyal American citizens
of Japanese ancestry in all parts of this country. Its
wewbership ineludes all strata of Japanese American
society and represents more than one-half of the estimated
300 American-horn Japanese on the mainland who are
IN vears ol age or more. Tts members are required to fur-
ni=le proof of citizenship in addition to signing a speeial
aathe of allegianee to the United States.

It was formally organized to protect the interests of
it~ members and ol all loval Japanese Amerieans in 1930,
although a number ol chapters existed during the previous
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decade. 1t was incorporated in 1937, Its programs and
it ais are =loganized: “Ior Better Americans in a
Greater America’.

Beceause ol its consistent adherence to the principles of
Americani=in: its eivie, social, and educational services to
the Japanese commuanity; and its cooperation with local,
state, and Federal officials, it has won general recognition
from responsible government agencies and private organi-
zations ax the spuku:s‘man for loyal Americans of Japanese
—wscent. Indeed, Galen M. Tisher, adviser to the Institute

" Pacific Relations and seeretary of the Committee on
National Seeurity and Fair Play, declared hefore the
Tolan Committee in San Francisco: ‘“In connection with
the whale question of citizens of Jupanese stoek, 1 wish

{0 testify to the great service to our Nation already ren-
dered by the Japanese American Citizens League. 1t is
ihe only inclusive orzanization touching the Nisei (Ameri-
can-hoin Japanese) and it can be of great value in main-

taining their undivided loyalty to the United States”.!

The thoroughly American spirit and purpose ol the
Citizens Leagne are expressed in the Japanese American
Creed, written by Mike Masaoka, National Secretary and
Field Exeeutive, many monihs hefore the outbreak of the
var. It was fully endorsed by all members, read before
the United States Senate, and printed in the Congres-
stonal Record, May 9, 1941,
This eredo reads:

“T am proud that T am an American Citizen
of Japanese ancestry, [or my very background
makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful ad-
vantages of this Nation. T believe in her institu-
tions, ideals, and traditions; I glory in her heritage;
[ hoast of her history; 1 trust in her future * * *.

- 1. Hewing before Seleet Committee Tnvestigating National Defense Mi-

cration, House of Representatives, 77th Congress, Sceond Session, Part 29,
San Francisco Hearings, p. 11,200 .

o P I 21 - A O RO 21 2 ¢y N

. e A 4 ARt < e} B W g Vg o h L are ba s

I

“Although some individuals may diseriminate
aguainst me, I shall never become bitter or lose faith
for I know that such persons are not representative
ol the majority of the American people. True, I
shall do all in my power to discourage such prac-
tices, but I shall do it in the American way—ahove
board, in the open, through courts of law, by educa-
tion, by proving myself to be worthy of equal treat-
ment and consideration. T am firm in my beliel
that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair
play will judge citizenship and patriotism on the
basis of action and achievement, and not on the
basis of physical characteristies.

“Because I believe in America, and T trust she
believes in me, and because I have received innu-
merable benefits from her, T pledge my=ell to do
honor to her at all times and in all places; to sup-
port her Constitution; to obey her laws; to respect
her flag; to defend her against all enemies, foreign
or domestic; to actively assmne my duties and obli-
gations as a citizen, cheerlully and without any
reservations whatsoever, in the hope that I may
become a better American in a greater Ameriea.”

The undeviating policy of the National Japanese
American Citizens League in opposition to the Axis aggres-
sors is a clear and open record.

In calling for fair play toward loyal Japanese, a citi-
zens committee on the Pacific Coast, headed by General
David P. Barrows, Monroe L. Deutsch, Robert Gordon
Sproul, and Ray Lyman Wilbur, circularized a letter
December 29, 1941, reading in part:

““Phe Japanese American (itizens League, con-
sisting of some 8,000 citizens of Japancse ancestry
(in the San Franeisco Bay area), has made repeated
pronouncements of loyalty to the United States
and of opposition to the aggressive policies of
Japan. * * * Aany such Japanese have encouraged

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle
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{heir sons to enler the United States armed forces
and have subseribed to Defense Bonds. .

“We appeal to all our members and‘ to all citi-
sons who see this statement to make 1@:; ?(mtc.nts
widely known, and to cooperate activ.el.y in insuring
Fair play and security to all law-abiding Japanesc
residents.’’”

Upon the outbreak of war between the United b‘tajces
and Japan, Saburo Kido, national president, sent the t-ol-
lowing wire to President Roosevelt, a statement wlu(%h
received wide publicity through the newspapers and radio
serviees: .

“The Japanese Americans are stunned and
horrified at this morning’s unwarranted attack by
Japan upon American soil, our country. .

¢\Ve want to convey to you that we unequivo-
cally condemn Japan for this unprecedented hreach
of good faith. _

¢iTn hehall of our (then) 15,000 meinbers th'o.
(then) 56 chapters of our National Japanese Amert-
can Citizens League, we unreservedly volunteer the
[acilitics of our office to the defense of our Iand
against this attack. .

Iy this solemn hour we pledge our fullest co-
operation {o you, Mr. President, and to our country.

«“We appreciate the efforts you have ma‘.dc to
preserve peace in the Pacific, but now that Jdapan
has instituted this attack upon our land, we are
ready and prepared to expend every cifort tf) 1'epo.1‘
this invasion together with our fellow Americans,”

Every chapter ratified their president’s declarations ])..\'
speeial action. The Northern California Dist-rlct Council,
one of the major organizational subdivisions of the
National, for vexample, unanimously adopted and for-
warded this resolution:

2 Tolan Committee Reports, San Francisco hearings, p. 11,200.

<.

A AR Bt s - b 1 [

H S B s e v ja-;rm.n-v;_u:v,:m.—,—;. - T2

e

-

)

“To the President and the Congress of the United
States of America:

“Greetings:

“Whereas, we American citizens of Japanese
ances@ry, appreciative ol our priceless heritage of
Aunerican traditions and ideals of liberty, lair play,
z}nd sportsmanship, do unanimously condemn the
infamous and perfidious attack of the Imperial
Japanese Government upon our American soil; and

“\;Vhereas, it is the sacred privilege of every
AJ}lgl'xcall, regardless of race, color, and national
origin, to uphold our country in our lives and with
our lives against those dogmas of might, treachery,
and the annihilation of those truths we hold so deai';

‘““‘Now, therefore, be it resolved by the unani-
mous action of the 27 chapters of the Northern
California Distriet Council of the Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens League, convened in special session in
San Irancisco, California, this 21st day of Decem-
ber, 1})41, that we do hereby urge and direct every
American citizen of Japanese extraction to volumn-
teer for the military and the civilian defense of our
beloved land;

49 e i 4 4 g
~ “To purchase United States Defense Bonds and
Stamps to help finance the delfeat of the Axis
powers;

(43 N

_’l‘o cooperate with the IFederal Bureau of In-
vestigation, the Navy and Army Intelligence ser-
vices, and every other constituted agency in the
ferreting out of subversive and inimical activities
and elements;

cerp . .

_"lo support the state and local government
officials and organizations in their efforts to pre-
serve law and order;

cem NI : .

‘ To participate in the Red Cross, Conmununity
Chest, z.md other soc‘IaI service agencies dedicated
to the furtherance ol the commmon welfare ;

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle
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cerpy conserve as well as to promote the pro-
duction of those vital materials necessary to the
national defense; :

“Py do everything I)Ob'Sibl? to inb;um_z the‘ con)x-.
plete and ultimate vietory of freedom’s forces over
those of greed, hate, and tyranny;

“rphat we do hereby offer, unreserve({llyz our
organizational and individual seyvices flnd -1 uuhtl.es
{o our govermnent in any capacity which they may
deein necessary and proper; and

¢1Phat we do hereby pledge ‘our lives, our for-
tunes, and our sacred honor’ to the end tha’t g()\’-
ernuent ‘of the people, by the people, and for -the

people shall not perish from the carth’.”’

That {he character of this associatim.l 15 1'eeog1}ized
by Brigadier General Lewis B. Hersh.ey, Director of the
b‘.eleclive Service, is evidenced by this m.essage sent to
the League shortly after the present conflict began:

-1 pote with pleasure that your 01'gani7,at1{)nd,

the Japanese American gltlzens League, —hz.l_s“bun(‘.(tzi
together some (then) 15,000 young Alllell‘(,dll‘(;'l t
zens of Japanese ancestry to promote tl}‘% b}f;llt
of patriotic cooperation—that your n_lot’to lb.d ! l-
ter Americans in a Greater Awmerica’, an”)oiul
purpose is ‘to stand b'ehmd your country, ‘t 1:1,
United States of America, throughout any an
wery emergency’.
L\Lf“\SSilllf cr:)ncérted activity i1'1 the present emeé'-.
oeney confronting our Nation 1s noble and nee(%e {
and it is bighly gratifying to me, as Dn‘ecto_llo
the Selective Service System. \vlu.ch 1§ _1"ecrult]1;1:-§
the young manhood of America for 1\21110)113&1 ' e(i
fense, to have this opportunity to counnend an
encourage it.”’

The continuing efforts of the Japanese American il
zens League to support the government in the present
s Leag

TIPSR, W
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struggle have received recurrent recognition from official
sources. To cite one instance: On February ¢, 1942, Mr.,
Wayne Coy, Special Assistant to the President, wrote
to Mr. Masaoka:

“The President has asked me to express his ap-
preciation of the action of the Japanese Amecrican
Citizens League in pledging support and assis-
tance during the present emergency. Such assur-
ances of cooperation are most gratifying to him.”

When the War Department prevented Americans of
Japanese ancestry from participating in the armed forces,
cither under Selective Service or by way of enlistment,
the Japanese American Citizens League in a formal reso-
lution adopted at a special emergency conference con-
vened in Salt Lake City, November 17, 1942, expressed
the belief that their welfare and their destiny ““are in-
extricably bound up in the welfare and the destiny of
these United States of America” and insisted upon the
right ““to contribute (their) share to the winning of the
war”’ by offering their services and their lives. And it
must be mentioned in passing that this declaration of
faith was unanimously adopted when most of the dele-
gates were from the government-sponsored Relocation
Centers.

As a result of these efforts, the War Department and
the Selective Service System finally made provisions for
services in the armed forces’

The decision of this Court in the instant cases will
not only affect the liberties of the two American citizens
of Japanese ancestry, whose rights are at issue before

3. The first to volunteer for service in the specially created Japancse
American Combat Team was Mike Masaoka, Secretary of the J.A.CL.

The reasons for his volunteering for service in the U. S. Army was

stated by him in the Pacific Citizen, ofhicial publication of the JLA.CL. of
February 4, 1943 and are set forth in appendix (A) hereto annexed,
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this bar, but it will also equally alfect the freedom of
SO,000 American citizens of Japanese descent, 20,000 of
whom are members of this organization.

Perhaps, at this point, the pusition of the Japanese
American Citizens League ought to be stated, particularly
in view of the leadership which it assumed in this whole
issue.

Iven though the National Council, the representative
poliey-making assembly of the League with delegates from
every chapter, wunanimously agreed to cooperate in the
evacuation process, 1t did not then, and does not now,
concede the legality or constitutionality of this unprece-
Jdented aetion.  This momentous decision was made he-
cause the military requested cooperation; this cooperation
was made subjeet to the final deeision of the Courts. And
as loval Americans, and true to their pledges to their
government, the Japanese American Citizens League did
cooperate in what Idward J. Bnnis, Director of the Alien
Fnemy Control Unit, Department of Justice, before the
luncheon meeting of the Annual Conference of the Na-
tional Council of Naturalization and Citizenship at the
Hotel Roosevelt in New York City, Febrnary 5, 1943, 1s
reported to have gaid: ““No other group ol people in the
listory of the United States have ever been called upon
to make @ greater saerilice for their country, and none
responded more nobly”’.

\lilton S. Kisenhower, then the director of War Re-
location Authority, which was the civilian agency to aid
the evacuees, and the present associate director of the
Oflice of War Information, bore eloquent testimony 1o
{he part which the League played in aiding the govern-
ment when he declared, hefore a Congressional Hearing
on upprnpria{ions in Washington, D. C., June 19, 1942, in
answering the question as to whether the Japanese had
cooperated in the evacuation:
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. “Remarkably cooperative. For example, the
Japanese American citizens have an 01'“'-‘1ni'/’-1tion
gullc(l the Japanese Awmerican Citizens .l‘;u“'u: and
it has carried on a wost vigorous educzttiuilzll, 1;1'0-
gram among the total population, urging 100 :
cent cooperation. T b
“In fact, 1 just cannot say things too favorable
about the way they have cooperated under the mosf
adverse eircumstances’’, o

That that cooperation was valuable to the government
and demonstrated a far greater degree of gelnlcl)ixxe loyaliy
than any arbitrary test could cver show is undcniubl‘;
Now, that the military phase of that exclusion is com:
pleted and evacuation is a fait accompli, the memberé of
the Jupanese American Citizens League, recalling their
lessons in the intrinsic value of American citizenshi; await
Fhe decision of this Court with confidence in Au’lcricnn
Justice,

But the concern of the Japanese Ameriean Citizens
Lez.lg-ue is not alone for its members, nor even for the 1'el
maining 60,000 American citizens who along with tlie mem-
bers of this organization have been deported from their
homes and imprisoned in dentention camps, or relocation
centers as they are termed, solely because of their race or
fmcestry. Its concern is for all the minority racial groups
in this country who may bhe the next vicfims of :imilu;'
diserimination resulting from war or other prejudices and
hysterias, and for the preservation of civil rights for all
unless this Court calls an immediate halt to tixe arbitrar\z
and qiscriminatory treatment meted out to the 80 OdO
American citizens of Japanese ancestry—the most defe;lso-
losls and most misunderstood group of citizens in our land
taday.
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ARGUMENT

THE MILITARY ORDERS AIMED ONLY AGAINST,
AND AFFECTING ONLY, AMERICAN CITIZENS OF A
PARTICULAR RACE OR ANCESTRY VIOLATE THE
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF EQUALITY INHERENT
IN DUE PROCESS OF LAW.

While the Fifth Amendment, unlike the IFourteenth,
conlains no express “‘equal protection” guarantee, its
““due process’ clause assures a minimum quantum of
equality ol treatment, and constitutes a substantial and
adequate protection from diserimination because of race,
nationality or ancestry. V

The relationship of due process and the equal protec-
tion of the laws is summarized in Truazx v. Corrigan, 257
U. S. 512, 331. Said the court:

“Jt (due process ol law) of course tends to se-
cure equality ol law in the sense that it makes a
required minimum of protection for everyone’s
right of life, liberty and property, which the Con-
gress or the legislature may not withhold. Our
wlole system of law is predicated on the general
fundamental prineiple of equality of applicution of
the law, ‘All men are equal before the law;” ‘This
is a government of laws, and not of men;’ ‘No man
is above the law,” * * * are all maxims show-
ing the spirit in which legislatures, executives, and
courts are expected to make, exccute, and apply
laws.”’ '

In Truaz v. Corrigan, the court says the following of
Yick Wo v. Hopkins:
“Alr. Justice Mathews, in Yick Wo v. Hoplins,
118 U. 8. 356, 369, * * * speaking for the court
of both the due process and equality clause of the
14th Amendment said:
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"‘ ‘These provisions are universal in their ap-
Phcatum, to all persons within the territorial jur-
isdiction, without reyard to any difference of r.u(f(',
of color, or of nationality; and the equal protection
of the laws is a pledge of tlie protection of equal
laws.’

_“’l‘he accuracy and compreliensive felicity ol
this deseription of the effect of the eyuality clause
are shown by the frequency with which it has heen
quoted in the decisions of this court * * »»

Similarly, in Yu Cong Eng v. Trinidad, 271 U. S. 500,
928, in annulling a Philippine statute, apparently aimed
at the Chinese, the court held it to be a denial of the
equal protection of the laws; and accordingly a denial
also of due process.

So, in U. 8. v. Yount, 267 Fed. 861, 863 (E. D. Pa.), it
was said:

‘“It scems reasonably clear that the ‘due process
ol law’ provision of the Fifth Amendinent is broad
enough in its scope and purpose to include the
‘equal protection of the laws’ which no state may
deny to any person under the provisions of the
Fourteenth Amendment.”’

The court concluded:

‘ “But the Supreme.Court has reminded us that
No duty rests more imperatively upon the court
than the enforcement of those constitutional pro-
visions intended to secure that equality of rights
which is the foundation of free government.”

Compare also Justice Jackson in Edwards v. Cali-
fornia, 314 U. S. 160, to the effect that race is a constitu-
tional irrclevance. ‘““The mere state of heing without
funds is a constitutional irrelevance—like 1'11('!‘,<(31‘(e(‘(l, or
color.””
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To the same effeet is Skinner v. Oklahoma, 316 U. S.
535, Chiel Justice Stone concurring:

¢ A Jaw which condemmns without hearing, all the
individuals of a class to so harsh a measure (steril-
ization) as the present hecause some or even many
merit condemuation, is lacking in the first prineiples

. T

ot due process.’

While construing the equal protection clause ol the
Fourteenth Amendment, and not the due pro‘cess cluus:c
of the Kifth, the latest discussion of the subject by this

: . { hd . l' el 0. . 3] N
court through Chief Justice Stone 1n Hill v. Texas, 316
1. 8. 400, 406, is noteworthy:
¢¢J3qual protection of the law is something more
{han an abstract right. It is a goxxm}und .\v}uch tl}e
State must respect, the benelit of whlgh every
person may demand. Not the least merit of our
constitutional system is that 1ts safeguards extend
o all—the least deserving as well as the most
virtuous.”’

1. There is no proof that those of Japanese an-
cestry are a more dangerous group than any other.

Our foes in this war have made a fetish of intolel.'ance
and race thinking. 1f we are successfully to organize a
moral opposition to them and to retain advantage f)vcr
them in the eyes of the world, we must remain free "[1'01.11
any trace of their odious concepts and excesses. .It Is
particularly important, in view of the cllal-:).cte1" of tlusl
war and of our declared war aims, that the 1'1ght§ of
minority groups and especially of groups which .nla'y differ
in some physical traits from the mass of our citizenry be
serupulously protected. Theretore, il it should appear
that evacuation which has cost both the ;governm.ent and
the group affected so dearly in treasure and dignity, was
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precipitated by rumor and misinformation and not by
solid fact and need, the policy must be condemmned and
reversed with all dispatch.

It is not enough, consequently, to hide behind such
adjectives such as ““inserutable’” and ““unassimilable’ or
to seek to create the impression of ““inilitary necessity”’
for discrimination against a group by the repetition of
the phrase. What has been done is so grave a departure
from the American tradition, so fraught with peril to the
present and future ol this nation, so dangerously close to
Nazi parallels, that to justify it in any measure, it must
be established by abundant evidence of the most convincing
kind that those of Japanese ancestry formed a group
much more dangerous to the national safety than any
other. And such evidence cannot be found.

It 1s appalling to realize that the group which alarmists
would have us believe endangered the security of the
United States, and whose existence was said to necessitate
a drastic move without precedent in American history
numbered—men, womnlen, children, citizens and aliens—
only 126,947.4 How insignificant this number is can be
judged by the fact that resident nationals of another
country with which we are at war, Hungary, nuimber
116,000, and if the children of Hungary are included the
figure is considerably increased.” Yet the Hungarians
are considered so small a group that they are generally
ignored, and it would cause only amusement to suggest
that their numbers constitute a menace or that they must
be gathered up in a military dragnet.

The totul group of persons of Japanese ancestry, then,
constituted less than one-tenth of one per cent of the popu-
lation of the United States in 1940.

In view of our

- 161h Census of the United States, 1940,
5. New Yeork Tunes, July 19, 1942,
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mingled indignation and mirth when Herr Hitler deelared
that a certain one per cent of the population ol Germany
was capable ol betraying and ““stabbing in the back” the
other 99 per cent of the inhabitants ol the Reich, the
insincerity and grim humor of the synthetic ““fear” of
Japanese residents and citizens ol Japunese ancestry 1s
patent. v
Compared fo the nmmber ol Germans in the United
States, the Japanese form a tiny group. In 1940, there
were 1,237,772 persons residing in the United States who
were born in Germany. The census figures do not reveal
low many second generation Germans there are, but the
consus barean reported on June 12, 1942, that there were
2435,700 individuals, native born of foreign or mixed
parentage, and 925,040 native born of native parentage,
{o whom German is the mother tongue. This gives some
measure of the number of scecond-generation and third-
generation Germans who have retained their identification
with German kaneuage and culture® Tn 1940, there were
still 314,105 German nationals in this country, though
Germans, unlike Japanese, are allowed to be naturalized.
There are living in the states of *California, Washing-
{fon and Oregon 71,727, 15,470, and 9,883 persons respec-
tively who were born in Germany. In California, where
it has heen elaimed that one Japanese saboteur could de-
liver the nation to its enemies, there reside 19,422 German
enemy alicns, In the city of Los Angeles, where the num-
her of Japanese was alleged to menace sceurity, there were
in 1940, 17,528 residents who had been born in Germany
and exaclly 8,726 Japanese nationals.
The Ttalian element of the country and of the West
Coast even more impressively dwarfed the population of

Japanese descent. In 1940, the numnber of residents in the

6. Nesv York Times, June 13, 1942,
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United States who were ltalian-horn totaled 1.623.579. of
which 690,551 or 42.53 per cent were Italian nat,ionz,ﬂs ’ 0]§
these foreign-born persons of Italian origin 100 911 iived
i California and of these 51,923 or 51.45 per (,:ent were
aliens.  In other words, not only was the absolute number 01"
those born in Italy great, but in addition the assimilation
process, I it can be judged by the desire to naturalize, was
considerably below the national average in tlis 1'e,"i0n.
:\Ioreover, the concentration of those of Italian backngund
I strategic or wmilitary areas was surprisingly great. In
1935, a study was made of the Ttalians of San Franeisco
for instance, which revealed that there were in that cit\:
27,311 individuals born in Italy and 30,710 American 1)01';1
f'hildrcu of Italian parentage® According to this same
inquiry, in the four adjoining counties of San Matco
Marin, Alameda, and Contra Costa, there were 21 045,
fu.reign-born Italians and 24,388 native-born of foreis,rl:l or
mixed parents, a total, in the words of the nuth(;r of
*103,454 individuals who are more or less (lirectl\" in
contact with Italian mores and habits of mind.”” ;\im'c-
over, there was a definite concentration of Ttalians in
enterprises which Japanese are so bitterly condemned for
entering.  To quote again:

T b, T 3 .
\ ntua!ly every unit of the independent fishing
flect operation off the coast of California is owned
zmd_manned by [Italian] foreign-borns. That as-
sertion is on authority of Mr. B., a leader of
Soraen 1s on anthe y of Mr. B, a leader of the
Sy ancisco fishing colony, and reputed to know
as much of the operation and ownership of fish
boats and equipment as any person about {he
wharves.
SN v i
Ml. B. knows only two American-horn owners
now in the fleet; and these inherited their hoats
ij?' Paul Radin, The Italiuns of San Francisco, SERA Project 2-F2-9§,
8. lbid., p. 38.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle



16

“« % Zore than 1,000

S W

from Halian-born sires
independent lish boats ply California waters
Counting shore men, at least 5,000 persons are cm-
ploved by the fishing fleet. A majority ol these are
lalians.”™

Nor was this Halian colony free from the influence of
Iascist propaganda, as this excerpt indicates:

‘Pete, a patriarch of Hunter’s Point, a fishing
village off San Francisco, says he would like to
return to Italy to sce Mussolini. Ioveryone wants
to see Mussolini. He’s a great man.”’*

Let us suppose that organized economic or political
pressure groups had wished to make capital of the num-
hers and population distribution of Ttalians and Germans
on the West Coast. They could have insinuated that so
many aliens could not have come into the region for any
eood reason. They could have drawn maps and diagrams
to prove that San Francisco bay was surrounded by
enemy sympathizers and that the Los Angeles City Hall
was practically in the hands of the Gestapo. They could
have poinied to the flourishing Ttalian language schools
and 1o the cireumstiance that most Italians are Catholic in
a prevailingly Protestant country as proof of unassimi-
lability. They could have inflated the evidences of sub-
versive activity which attached to the German and Ttalian
consulates. They could have doubtless excited the publie
mind to the point where a ecall for protective custody
could have been elicited. And this turn of events, though
it wounld have heen umnecessary, wicked and unjust as
subsequent events have proved, would have been far more
reasonable and logical than the treatment meted out to

- 9. Ibid., p. 5.
10. Ibid., p. 64.
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those of Japanese ancestry. This is stated advisedly and
emphatieally, for in terms of size of population, an.d age
and sex distribution, there is scarcely any group in this
country as impotent and useless to a potential enemy as
the Japancse of alien or American nationality.

. In the first place, not only is the group extremely small
in comparison to the total national population, but a rela-
tively small percentage of it is foreign born. In 1940,
79,642 or 62.7 of those of Japanese ancestry were native-
horn and therefore American citizens, while only 47,303 or
37.3 were Japanese-born and therefore aliens. It must be
remembered, too, that none of these aliens are recent
comers with immediate roots in the country of their origin.
Total exclusion of Japanese has been practiced since the
Immigration Law of 1924. Even before that it was sharply
restricted. Consequently, most of these aliens have been
law abiding residents of this country for from 20 to 40
vears and are technically aliens simply and solely because
the privilege of naturalization has been withheld from
them.

The fact that exclusion has been in force for so long
suggests another important consideration about the alien
minority, namely, age. Those who came in the beginning
are now old. A constant flow of immigration would have
provided a young and a middle-aged group. Instead, be-
cause of exclusion, the population masses at the extremes
of youth and age. The alien males are in average about
39 vears old;'! their wives are little younger. Since these
immigrants tended to marry late in life, after they were
established economically, their children, the citizens of
Japanese ancestry, are only now growing to maturity.
Tn 1940, 39 percent of the citizen population was under
15 years oif age. Of the total of 126,000 persons of

11. House lieport No. 2124 (Tolan Committee Report), May 1942, p. 03,
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o a shocking degree the evacuation was the removal and
detention of wounien, of men well above the age of military
effectivencss who had given of their youth and strength
in lonest toil, and of bewildered and tearful children torn
from their schools and normal associations. The senseless
panic over this helpless minority becomes still more shame-
ful when it is realized that out of the limited number of
men of military age in the group, 5,000 were already in
the armed forces ol the United States,™® a higher pereent-
age of whom were volunteers than any other nationality

H 57 A 7580 ¥ o <12
Japunese ancestry, approximately 55,000 were females.

group in this country. .

Tt is proper and important to stress the accu ate
figures relating to the Japanese and American-Japanese
population on the west coast because those who advocated
evacuation were apparently under peculiar misapprehen-
sions regarding this subject. To cite one instance: Senator
Hiram Johnson, Chairman of the West Coast Congres-
sional Delegation which asked the President to make
evienation possible, declared in Congress on February 17,
1942:1 **We are not in any position to look upon the
situation with cquanimity. 'We cannot do so on the west
coast. In the first place, we have 130,000 Japanese, 30,000
of whom are citizens * ¥ *.7 At that time there
were approximately 112,000 persons of Japanese ancestry
on the west coast, of whom 73,000 were citizens.
Senator Jolmson’s error is one of the milder distortions
during the dehates at that time. If those who pressed Tor
evacuation and who were largely responsible for the policy
acted upon such inadequate knowledge, the necessity and

12. Ibid., p. 94. . . . ) o

13. This figure is given by the President, in his letter to Sccretary o
War, Feb, 1, 1943, regarding the organization of a Japanese American combat
team in the U. S, Anmuy.

14. Congressional Record, Feb. 17, 1942, p. 1371.
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wisdom ol the move may he Justly criticized and sharply
questioned.

When the unflattering history of this unpleasant epi-
sode 1s written, one of the elements which will particu-
]:}rly interest the investigator is that from the point of
view ol numbers, there was never less reason for harsh
or repressive measurves against those of J apanese ancestry
than in the year 1942. 1In 1930, there were 138,834 person.s
ol' Japanese ancestry in the United States.”* In 1940, there
were 126,947 such persons, a drop of 11,887 or 8.6 in the
decade.  In California, where traditionally anti-oriental
organizations successfully created the impression that
a handful of citizens of other extractions were at the
merey of hordes of resident Japanese, those of Japanese
ancestry shrank in number from 97,456 in 1930 to 93,717
in 1940, During this same period the total population of
the state rose from 5,677,231 to 6,907,387, and by the spring
of 1942, due to the tremendous influx of war workers, the
disproportion between the number of those of Japanese
descent and the general population fotal hecause even still
wreater. . To those who say that the Japanese were
duangerously concentrated on the west coast, the answer
is that a large percentage ol a small number is neverthe.
less a still smaller number. The fact is that the number
of German aliens in the State of New York alone is
greater than the number of those of Japanese ancestry in
the entire United States. Tf, in spite of this, it was not
deemed necessary to deal with Germans as a aroup at a
time Nazi submarines were sinking our ships off the At-
lentic coast at an alarming rate, when installations in
the Carribean were being shelled, when saboteurs were
being landed fromn enemy craft on our shores, it is hypo-

15. These figures :nd those which follow are | :
e Unied Siaroimis ¢ from the 16th Census of
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eritical and reprehensible to single out a smaller and less
powerful group as the national scape-goat.

2. No problem of dual nationality exists.

It has heen repeatedly charged that the American citi-
zens of Japanese ancestry are dual citizens, and therefore
owe allogianee to Japan. There has been a deliberate
attempt to” create the impression that Japan has encour-
aged dual citizenship for some sinister purpose, and that
Japan has developed some unique theory of dual citizen-
ship not shared by other nations of the world. Few argu-
menis were more influential in creating sentiment and
Jdemand for evacuation. This was a theme hammered into
{he national consciousness by every proponent of evacua-
tion. Congressman Thomas F. Tord (Cal.), for example,
deelared on the floor of the House:

e % » {here is what we call dual citizenship.
Ivery child of Japanese parentage, horn in the
United States, according to the law of the Tmperial
Japanese government, is still a citizen ol Japan.
e cannot break that citizenship unless he goes per-
sonally to the Japanese consul and gets from him
permission to denounce that citizenship. * % °
I do not suppose one-tenth of 1 pereent of the
Japanese in the United States have taken this step.
Phey are therefore all dual citizens of the United
States. They should not be treated as citizens of
the United States. They should be required to
move away from strategic areas where they canunot
bring about another Pearl Harhor. * * *7¢

1t is not enough merely to say that there 1s not one
correct fact in this declaration. It must be remembered,
in addition, that the author of these absurdities was a

16. Cf.mgrc;’:‘,i()lml Record, February 18, 1942, p. 1158.
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mcml;.cr ol the West Coast Congressional Delesation. In
compliance wi s letter of ¥ .
C(,al.t chlc '\\13‘“}1 the letter of February 13 of ihe West
st Delegation, the lxecutive Order of February 19
1942 was issued. ,
) hat dual nationality is no wicked invention of any
ne o » 1c 3 )
e .c,‘ovelulnent but is the simple result of conflicting
Il r) * 3 . a ¢ N
111}11@11)a1 laws has been carefully explained by many
;.)mmeth students of mationality and constitutional 1'1\\'-'
N v . e e . . . ‘ ‘ :
ne of these, an assistant solicitor in the Department of
State, has written:

“Pra.dier-Fodéré in his learned work on Public
International Law discussed with particular care
and at considerable length the difficult questic I
qouﬁwts of nationality laws, * * * l7\1‘\“ o:f 0
for adding to these dissertations is tlle‘ 11ctttl:l;t(
glgughlz); tllllld, of a century has elapsed siuc(’e

.1adlel-1‘ oslere’a‘ hook was published, the problem
of dual na'tl.onality remains unsolved, z,lnd very little
progress, if any, has been made toward a solution
So long as in the laws of half of the countries 01:
the 'world nationality continues to be basecd M)ri
marily upon place of hirth (jus soli), while in }ilm:
laws of tl_le other half it is based 1)1'i111z11'ii\' upon
descel‘lt (jus sanguinis), the problem will cbntiim*
to exist, to the confusion of the individuals conL
cerned und. the harassment of the foreign (;fﬁc(« o[_'
the countries whose protection they se:k or wl;o ¢
flcmunds they attempt to evade, unless a sulutih
is 1'(e.ached by international agreement. ’1‘1;0 )1'0%l
lem is not made simpler by the fact that molst 01-'
the countries whose laws of nationality are ];'lscd
upon jus solt have engrafted upon .then{ to ¢
grqater or less extent, the rule of jus 8((?2’(/1![‘ i d
while many of the countries holding to the lt,; "
rule have engrafted upon their laws Oin one \v'd' tl.
another, rules deduced from jus sol’i.”” .

17. Richard \V. Flournoy, “Dual Nationali -
Jowtnal, No. 6, Apiil 1921,“;).)545. ual Nationality and I:lccugn_n 30 Yale Law
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Jorchard, in an important study, has treated the same
subject, and has shown how generally conditions of tech-
nical dual citizenship have arisen:

e same individual, as has been observed, is
somelimes claimed as a citizen by twoe or more
states, due to differences in their municipal legisla-
tion as to when citizenship begins and ends. The
concurrent claims of the jus soli and the jus san-
guinis, the absolute or conditional refusal ol some
states, ¢.g., Russia and Turkey, to permit expatria-
tion, lollowed nevertheless by the naturalization of
ilieir emigrating subjects by other staies, or any
new naturalization betore the bond of allegiance to
the original state has been severed, create cases of
dual nationality which have given rise to serious
couflicts.  * = * By international agreements
and municipal law, states have within the past forty
years endeavored to remove these sources of con-
flict, or at least, by mutual concessions, to agree
on the eircumstances under which protection shall
he accorded and permitted.”*®

In this same work we also find this clarilying passage:

“By the municipal law of the United States all
persons born in this country of alien parents are
citizens of the United States. This government also
recognizes, as well as adopts, on its own part, the
vule that children born abroad of citizeus are them-
selves citizens of the country to which the parents
owe allegiance. There arises, therefore, by reason
of the concurrent operation of the jus soli and the
jus sanguinis, a conflict of citizenship, spoken of
usually as dual allegiance. Inasmuch as cach state
may determine for itsell’ the methods for acquiring
and conserving its nationality, and as such states
have adopted some form of the jus soli as well as

18. Fdwin M. Dorchard, The Diplomalic Protection of Citizens Abroud,
1927, p. 1.
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some form of the jus sanguinis, these conflicts of
citizenship at birth are frequent, although they are
somewhat tempered by the fact that most countries
admit that the child endowed with dual nationality
nust, upon reaching majority, make an election of
citizenship.”’?

This author discusses the disagreements between {he
United States and other countries over persons whose
allegiance was claimed by both. He notes that Russia and
Turkey have not recognized unpermitted naturalization
of its nationals abroad and have punished former subjects,
claimed by America, when they have visited the land of
their birth.*  He shows that other states (among them
France, Switzerland, Italy, the Netherlands, Bulgaria,
Greece and Persia), while they permit expatriation in
some circumstances, ‘‘predicate the recognition of the
American citizenship of one of their subjects upon the
completed performance of certain obligations to his native
state, usually the {fulfillment of his military ser-
vice, ¥ ¥ =7

Strangely enough, in all this exposition of the confliet
of laws and rival claims, Japan is not once mentioned by
Borchard as an offender or source of difficulty.

The classical treatment of dual citizenship or double
allegiance is by Moore,** who devotes over two hundred
pages to an analysis of the problemm. His general state-
ment is as follows:

' ““The doctrine of double allegiance, though ofien
cr}t.lcised as unphilosophical, is not an invention
of jurists, but is the logical result ol the concurrent
operation of two different laws. In the absence of

19. 1bid., pp. 575-70.

20. Ibid., p. 546.
21. 1bid,, p. 546.

22, 1 Jasse SR iges 1
. 513-J7(5)1'_” Lasset Moore, A Digest of International Laze, Vol. 3, 1905,
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a general agreement for the exclusive application,
according to circmnstances, of the one or the other
ol such laws, the condition that actually exists is
deseribed by the term double allegiance.  An undis-
puted example of it is furnished by the case of a
child who, by reason of his parents’ being at the
time of his birth in a foreign land, is born a citizen
of two countries—a citizen of the country ol his
birth jure soli, and a citizen of his parents’ country
juré sanguinis.”’=

In none ol these deseriptions, it will be noted, is there
any mention of the Mikado or of Japan. The disputes of
the United States over dual citizenship seem to be most
acute with European powers, and in a number of cases
the situation has deteriorated rather than improved, as
Moore points out in another volume:

“‘Besides, the inereasing pressure of the military
system in ISurope has made the non-treaty powers
more and more reluctant to recognize the expatria-
tion of any citizen or subject who has not performed
the entire military serviee which the law preseribes.
Phis tendeney is clearly seen in the case of France,
who, abandoning a less stringent rule formerly ap-
plied, now enforces her military laws upon Freneh-
men naturalized abroad who were at the time of
their naturalization subject to wmilitary service in
the active army or in the reserve ol that army.
By the Italian civil code of 1866, citizenship of that
country is lost by naturalization abroad, but it is
expressly declared by the same code that this does
not carry wiih it exemption from the obligation of
military service or from the penalties inflicted on
those who bear arms against their native country.

23. Ibid., p. 518. For further details concerning the conflict of these two
principles see Jolm Basset Moore, “The Doctrine of Expatriation.” Harpers,
CN, 1905, pp. 234-230; Chavles Cheney Hyde, Iuternational Law, Chiefly as
Interpreted and cApplied by the United Stales, 1922, pp. 638, 066-09; Ellery

C. Stowell, International Law, 1931, pp. 190-91; Donald Young, American
Minority Peoples, 1932, pp. 214-15.

e A At i B P e e P S P

e B e —— L eh

oy

().tlle.r countries, including Switzerland, lave laws
ol 51'm.1hu‘ purport; but the Swiss laws contain a
provision under which a native of that country may,
if he sees fit to do so, renounce his natural .zlllcgti-
ance. The most diflicult case to deal with is that of
Russia, by whose laws any native of that counfry
who enters a foreign service without the 1)61'llli$$i();l
ol his government, or takes the oath of allegiance to
a foreign power, is exposed to the loss of all civil
rights and perpetual banishment from the empire,
or, in case of his unauthorized return to Russia, to
depo.rtation to Siberia. In addition to this, he is
required to perform his term of military service.
Turkey, prior to 1869, recognized the right of ex-
patriation, but has since refused to do so. * * *, '

In an effort to restrict the area of conflict over dual
citizenship, this country has entered into separate natural-
ization conventions with 14 Kuropean and New World
nations.*® By these agreements each of the countries in-
volved pledges that it will make no claim upon a former
national who becomes a citizen of the other state. Yet
there have been many states with which it has been impos-
sible to conclude such an understanding,.

A struggle over dual citizenship had been in progress
between United States and nearly every nation of the
globe long before Japan ever rose into political or military
prominence. At first there was no possibility of dual
citizenship claims involving Japanese, for until 1885 Japan
forbade any immigration from her shores at all. When
finally Japan permitted immigration to Hawaii, she stipu-
lated that these immigrants should always remain citizens
of their place of origin. In this Japan, in her process of

24, Jolm Basset Moore, Awmerican Diplomacy, 1903, pp. 190-191.

25, William M. Malioy, T'reatics, Conventions, luternational Acts, P.o-
tocols and 2l jrecinents Between the United States of clmmerica and ’()n'/n.’
Powers. Scenite Document No. 348, 61st Congress, 2d Session, 1910; Senate
Document Nec. 348, 67 Congress, 4th Session, 1923. ’
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westernization, was following laws ‘‘similar to those of
Prance and certain other countries.”’ Whatever [riction
has developed, therefore, is in no way connceted with
Japanese plots or Japanese ways, but results entirely
from Japan’s acceptance of Continental Nationality con-
cepts.  As one student of the subject has said:

«The Japanese government, which has adopted
many western practices, has been following the rule
of jus sanguinis, the system used by most Kuropean
governments, according to which she has claimed
he citizenship of those born ol Japanese parentage
on foreign soil.  (This system was followed by the
United States up to 1907. Cf. 34 U. S. Statutes,
1929.) Because Japan has followed the Ilduropean
practice, certain problems have arisen in America
where, under the IFourteenth Amendment, all per-
sons born in the United States are citizens there-
of.”’=

The first Law of Nationality of Japan was formally
pronulgated in 1899, It stipulated, in keeping with the
jus sunguinis rule borrowed from Continental practice,
that ““A child is a Japanese if his or her father 1s a
Japanese at the time of his or her birth.”” It is this
provision that some have in mind when they repeat, “‘A
Japanese is always a Japanese.”” They like to forget,
however, that the Nationality Law of Japan has twice
heen revised since 1899, As a matter ol fact, expatriation
under the 1899 Nationality Law was not impossible,
though it was difficult for a male unless he had completed
active ilitary serviee or had been exempted.®™ It is
significant to remember that the request for the liberaliza-
tion of the Japanese Nationality Code came from Japa-

2. Ldward K. Strong, The Secord-Generation Japanese Problem, 1934,
p. 0.

27, William C. Swmith, Autericans in Process: A Study of Our Citizens
of Oriental Aircestry, 1037, p. 133.

23, Ibid., p. 134; see also Kiyo Sue laui, The Unsolved Problem of the
Pacific, 1927.
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nese residents of the United States and Awmericans of
Jupanese ancestry who wished to divest themsclves of
Japanese citizenship.  In 1914 and 1915, the joint coufer-
ence of the Japanese Associations on the Pacific Coast
‘“‘passed a resolution, recommending the revision of the
nationality law of Japan so as to solve the question of
dual citizenship. Acting upon this resolution, the Japa-
nese Associations memorialized the legislature of Japan
urging immediate action on this matter.”’® In 1914, th:e
law was altered to make it easier for American-born dual
citizens of Japanese ancestry to expatriate. However
those who had petitioned the Japanese government \@ré
not satisfied, for this law permitted males to renmglee
Japanese citizenship only until they were 17 years of Zge.
After that a man had to wait until he had con.lpleted n%ui.{li-
tary training or until he was past military age E’
Again pressure was brought upon the Japanese $v-
grmnent by those of Japanese ancestry in the Unfed
States and its territories. Resclutions were once nfore
passed by organizations on the Pacific Coast and on Ho-
vember 28, 1919, the American-born persons of J apm}ése
ancestry forwarded this petition to the Japanese govérn-
ment: | i
“V.Ve,‘ the members of the American-Japancse
Assoclation of the Territory of Hawaii, comprising
pl.‘ac'tlcally all those born of Japanese purcntzu:c
within the confines of the United States, who uT'e
now living within the Territory of Hawaii, respect-
Tully petition that the attention of the :'J'apnncsc
Parliament be called to the matter herein stated, so
that remedial legislation can be had to protect' us
and to prevent our position as citizens of the United
States from being misunderstood.
“We are all men of Japanese parentage, horn
on the soil of the United States, and who have been

29. Kiyoshi K. Kawakami, The Real Japunese Question, 192
vahalih 26 , 1021, p. 174,
30. Yamamoto lchihashi, Jupanese in the Uuil(gl Slallc.r, D. 323r.’ 7
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cdueated in the schools of that country. We wish
1o he considered eitizens of the country in which
we are now living, and to show that men of Japa-
nese ancestry can be as loyal to the country of
their adoption as men of other ancestry residing
therein. :

“he present Japanese law as to declaration of
c¢itizenship works a great hardship for us. The
question of dual citizenship and the criticisms which
have been made against American-born Japanese
have caused us to feel that some legislation should
he passed by the conntry ol our ancestors that will
free us from any obligation to it, and allow those of
us, who have located within the United States with
the purpose and intention of remaining and interest-
ing ourselves in the affairs of that country, to show
{hat we can be good and loyal eitizens of the coun-
try of our adoption. It is impossible to do this,
while the country of our forefathers refuses to allow
us to he recognized as American citizens through
{he restriction of its law and claims us as her
own,”’!

Iiven hefore the answer came from Japan, Japanese
nationals in the United States were taking matters into
{heir own hands and were defying Japanese law, for these
Japanese parents, belng Asiaties and not eligible for
naturalization, were responsible to Japauese law which
required them to register their children at a Japanese
consulate. Nevertheless a considerable portion of them
failed 1o do so. To quote Buell: ““Out of a total of 2,345
Japanese births in the State of Washington for the years
1915-1917, only 1770 were registered with the Japanese
consulate.”’

The Japanese and Americans of Japanese ancestry
in the United States continued their pleas for a further

31 l\'_i_\'uslli Kawakami, The Real Jupunese Question, 921, pp. 186-87.
32, R. L. Budl, Awmerican Journal of International Lawe. Vol 17, p. 34
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1'0\'.ision ol the Japanese Nationality Law, and in 1924
tll‘(}lr desire was realized when Tmperial Ordinance No.
262 was issued on November 15 and went into effect De-
cember 1 of the same year. By this ordinance and the
su!)plcmentary provisions attached to it the jus senguinis
principle of the former nationality law was \\'ai\:ed in
r?spect to children born of Japanese nationals in the
United States of America and certain other Western
Hum.isphere countries in which the rule of jus soli
dominates. The essential portion of the ordinance reads:

*“The Law of Nationality is hercby amended to
read as follows: )

. ““A Japanese who by reason of hirth in a for-
eign country to be designated by Imperial Ordinance
shall have aequired the nationality of that foreien
cpuntry shall lose Japanese nationality from 1T1e
time of birth, unless he declares intention to retain
J.apzmese nationality in accordance with the provi-
sions of an ordinance to be enacted in relation
thereto.

) ““A Japanese who has retained Japanese nation-
ality as provided for in the preceding paragraph
or'who by reason of birth in a foreien (-(?untr\:
prior to the designation ol such country 1\ pm\'idu;l
101'.111 tl}e preceding paragraph shall Lave acquired
nationality of that foreign country, mayv relinquixh
Ju.punese nationality at will, provided.that he re-
tains the nationality of such foreign country and
has a domicile therein. ‘

“A person relinquishing Japanese nationalitv
u.ndez' the preceding paragraph loses Japanese na-
tionality,”’ss o

he full texts i i
ninfi‘};g ?lf:tuft?)]":fu; of zill.Ja[})\qncseSNatlollallt)v Laws, and of Ordinances pei-
aininy reto are found in Kiyo Sue lnui, The Unsolved Prob! )
Pacific, 1027, 1p. 300-320. F . . , nsoived Problem of the
< 1927, ppe 300-320. For discussions of the 1924 amendme
i, ' -320. I ; 2.4 3 me; e
'])l!‘»'fm e Law of /N:\ln_)n.llxtv see this volume and also E. G, Z\I(':n':n}\’fz'lll'l‘;
[ :;.':rlm/.f on //1.; 5-")“{1‘;;.“."1“ Pucific Coast, pp. 107-11; W. C. Smith ”-llu";"':'(‘/':'
ar Process, ppe 132-137 5 Tsuncjiro Mivaoka, “The |: pancse 1  Nationaline
rocess, pp. L32-137; ° : vaolka, ¢ Japanese Law of Nationality
2‘!1}1 .!l‘f Rights of lurulk;“cl'-* in Land Under the Laws of Japan,” it 'n;‘;lll”l:llll:--l
o : - 1 _ ! R an, ' i
S; :;"1 m“a”j‘i!i""l:?l"' 1‘2..3. p. 15; Yumamoto Ichihashi, Jupanese in the United
ates, pp. 323-04; E. K. Strong, Japanese in California, pp. 45-47.
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i «dinanc y details of the amendment
In a succeeding ordinance the defails of the ame

were clarified:

“Phe following countries are hereby desxgxlateq
pursuant to the provisions of the first paragraph ol
Article XX-2 of the Law ol Nationality:

1. United States of America 4, Canada
5. Chile

6. Peru

2. Argentina

.

)

3. Brazil
Supplementary Provision

The present Ordinance shall come into forece

seemiber 1, 1924, .
Du]({ggrf;dil;g the Carrying into Effect of the Law
of Nationality

1. The notifieation of the retention of Japu-
nese nationality may be made orally _tf)get_her with
the notification of bhirth (the oral notlhcat}o.n to b(z
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of
Article 57 of the Census Law.) In the.case f’f the
notification being made in writing, tlhe mtonhqn to
retain Japanese natimmlity‘l'nay2 101"(:(.)11\'enlence
sake, be mentioned in the notl_hcatlon of birth, alo.n(‘g
with the time and place of birth and other details.

S« Tt is required that the retcn.tio_n of Japa-
nese nationality shall be notified w}t.lnn. 14 d:}ys
alter birth. Tn the case of this 110t111cat19n heing
made orally, it shall be regarded as having 1.)ee_n
made at the time when the person who:se duty. it 1s
to make it shall have arrived at.u (11]?lomatlc or
Consular Office, and, in the case of a written notl-h-
cation, at the time when it shall have arrived at its
destination. * * *”

3. The retention of Japanese natiouz}lity
should be notified together with the faa_t pf birth.
In case the retention of Japanese patwnahty alo.n.e
is notified without being accompanied by the notifi-

L L e e e it e
ey U HEN L e

-

5
i,
&‘:

£

oy
0, -
g,

i
B

e e

Ypwaty

(AL BT

. .'.wj,!

RAE; Tan)

e o

e

PPN A e e

31

cation of birth, the notification of the retention of
Japanese nationality should be aceepted, and at the
same time a reminder should be given of the neces-
sity of notifying the fact of birth.

“4, In case the notification of birth is not ac-
companied by that of the retention of .Japanese
nationality or in case the retention of Japanese
nationality is notified after the lapse of the pre-
scribed period of time mentioned above, the child
does not acquire Japanese nationality and conse-
quently the notification of birth should not be ac-
cepted.”’

ttle

The Japanese law has been cited at length becaude it
Is the fact with which the fancy and slander that®has
grown up on this subject is refuted. Americau-born%)(:r-
sons of Japanese parentage are not born qu)anese:?)nu-
tionals; they are not automatically dual citizens. E‘lnis
has not been the case for nearly 20 years. To olfain
Japanese citizenship for them, their legal representafves
are required to take a positive step and register tlno@n at
a Japanese consulate within 14 days of birth. .Tzlpagwsu
consular officials are specifically instructed not to acept
registration alter the 14-day period and not to acco@%t a
notification of birth without an indication that the repre-
sentatives of the child wish to retain Japanese citizenship
for him.  Former Ambassador to Tokyo, Joseph (. Girew,
in Hearings before a Senate Subcommittee on Military
Affairs, United States Senate, 78th Congress, First Sex-
sion, on 8. 444, January 28, 1943, page 116, verifies our
views when he declared in part: ““it would appear that
a person of Japanese parentage born in the United States
i5 regarded as a Japanese subject only if he has been
declared a Japanese subjeet by his parents within 14 days
of his birth”.  When questioned by Senator Mon S.
Wallzren of Washington as follows: ““Then there are a
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creal many people of Japanese ancestry in this country
‘\-.'lm are ml»t in any way citizens of Japan?”’  Ambassador
Grew replied: “Many thousands of them.”” And when
Senator Wallgren made the further observation that:
«And thev are not permitted dual citizenship?’’ our
former .\n.lhn.\'sador to Japan stated: ‘“They are not per-
mitted dual citizenship, and 1 think they ave perfectly
loval American citizens”. It must be further, observed,
:1; pointed out in an opinion to the Director b);' Soligitor
Phillip M. Glick of the War Relocation Autl-xonty, I\Iz‘u'ch
26, 1043 ““the Japanese policy as evidenced in the legisla-
tion of 1924 has not been an aggressive adherence to 'the
principles of descent, but, on the contrary, h:}s. repr(-zsente'd
an apparent atlempt to conform to CO]](hthllS. in this
country by requiring prompt action on the part -()i pa‘rents
wishing to preserve the Japanese citizenship of the
Nisei”.

AMoreover, those who were born hefore Deccn?b.er 1,
1924, and who were therelore automatically dua'l 'c1t1ze1.1s,
are enabled to divest themselves of Japanese CltlZ(fnShlp.
And those horn after December 1, 1924, who are r(kgls.tered
by their parents, and who therefore hecome d‘ual citizens,
cz.m likewise renounce their Japanese citizenship. In o.ther
words, Japan has made it more difficult for the Ame'r%can-
born children of its nationals to acquire Japanese citizen-
<hip and casy for them to lose it. She has I.IOt soug]‘lt to
retain the allegiance of the foreign-born children of her
nationals to the degree that every Juropean power has,
as anvone familiar with the history of the struggle be-
t\\'een‘ our State Department and England, (.}ermany,
France, Russia and many other nations over tlus.mat’fer
will know. Tn this way, by the most liberal nationality
provisions on record as far as this eountry is.conf:(erned,

Japan indieated her realization that Japanese nnnugran’fs
and their children in America have come to have their
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interests and their allegiance here. By the 1924 law
Japan acknowledged that she had nothing to expect or to
hope for from these people; in effect she wrote them off
lier books. I&very honest and unbiased student of the sub-
jeet will agree with Strong who sums up these concessions
in Japanese law by saying, ““In this manner has J apan
met the dual citizenship problem,’?s

That the Japanese amendment of 1924 was intended to
reduce the area of conflict and to greatly diminish the
number of dual citizens is plain. It remains now to dis-
cuss whether the Americans of Japanese ancestry have
taken advantage of the Japanese law or whether as Repre-
sentative Ford of California thinks, 99.9 percent are citi-
zens of Japan as well as of the United States. A number
of surveys of dual citizenship among Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry have been made, and the results, in general,
agree. The most careful analysis has been ‘conducted by
Professor Edward K. Strong and his associates during
research into the problems of Americans of Japanesc
ancestry carried out under a grant made by the Carnegie
Corporation to Stanford University. In brief, Dr. Strong
found in 1930, six years after the passage of the Nation-
ality amendment, that 40 per cent of those 7 years old and
older who were living in California had American citizen-
ship only. Since these were persons born before 1924, they
could only have reached that status by definite renuncia-
tion of their Japanese citizenship. Of those who were
from one to six years of age in 1930, Strong found that
two-thirds were American citizens only, that is, their
parents had not cared to register them at the Japanese
consulate within the required two-week period.® When it
is realized that in 1930 and before, most of these parents

3. T. K. Suong, Japanese in California, p. 46.

N Ja. l iN. St.mug, Japanese tn California, 1933, pp. 46-47; E. K. Strong, The
Second-Generation Jupanese Problem, 1934, pp. 21-22; 142-43.
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were themselves Japanese nationals, ineligible for natural-
ization in this country, and that by failure to register
their children as Japanese citizens they were erecting a
purrier of nationality hetween themselves and their off-
spring, the pro-American bias and lack of bitterness of
these Japanese residents will be appreciated.
As the years have gone by the number of dual citizens
has been even more sharply deereased. One rcason is
that the first generation immigrants, the aliens, are now
past the child-bearing age and the children born lately are
the offspring of the American-born. Most of these Ameri-
can-horn parents could not register their children if they
would, for as the figures above indicate, they themselves
are not citizens of Japan. Thus the children of the second
generation or American-born are practically never regis-
tered for Japanese citizenship. Also, there has been an
increasing tendency on the part of those born before 1924
to relinquish Japanese citizenship.®  The best estimate is
that not more than 20 per cent of the Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry arc today dual citizens; in other words, the
problem has been reduced 80 per cent in two decades, and
bids fair to be wiped out entirely within a generation.
Kven the cases of dual citizenship which remain would
be reduced materially if the individuals concerued could
have their way. One difficulty is that for those born be-
fore 1924 the Japanese law requires the presentation of
4 birth certificate before expatriation is permitted. Many

3. Since 1930, the Japanese American Citizens League, for example, has
conducted an aggressive and highly successful campaign for all American-born
Japanese, members and non-members alike, who were born prior to December
1, 1924, to take the necessary steps to divest themselves of their Japanese
citizenship, a citizenship which was conferred upon them through no fault of
their own but through accident of birth.  And at late as November, 1941, when
the House Conunittee on Immigration and Naturalization were considering
a bill proposed by Secretary of War Stimson which would permit persous
born in this country but also claimed by another to appear before some com-
petent American body and repudiate or renounce their other citizenship, the
Leazue presented its views in support of the proposed legistation through a
special representative.
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of these people lived in rural environments where little
attention had been paid to such formalities until recently.
This was especially true in Hawaii. Consequently, durin.g
the last several years before the war, Americans of
Japanese ancestry have been seeking some means of find-
ing a formula acceptable to both nations which would
make expatriation still more simple. For example, in
January, 1940, the Hawaiian Japanese Civic Association
sent a petition to Secretary of State Cordell Hull signed
by many thousands of young Americans, asking for a
simpler expatriation process. The Japanese American
Citizens League concurred in this request.

In answer to this display of interest in undivided
American allegiance and the pledge of loyalty which a%
companied it, Licut. Gen. Charles D. Herron, (-.(nnmmuliné)
the U. S. Army, Hawaiian Department, wrote to ng
Sakamaki of the H.J.C.A.: E

tle

tiona

a

. ‘‘Please convey to the committee my congratulig

tions on its fine accomplishment and say that &
consider the very general signing of this petitiof
highly significant and pleasing to all friends od
your blood.

“In the willingness of the younger Japanese t§
sign this petition and in their loyal and eager conf:
pliance with the draft, as in the attitude of the
older generation in accepting the new order for
tl.le.ir children, there is complete refutation of sus-
picions as to their loyalty * * *)7%7

odu

Another reason for the small amount of dual citizen-
ship that does still exist has reference to ultra-Ameri-
canism and not the reverse. A good many young people
who have no interest in Japan, who cannot speak the
language and who have no intention of traveling in Japan,

37, Japanese-American Revicw, January 25, 1941, p. 6.
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<ee no reason {o reeognize or honor Japan’s claim upon
them hy asking for expatriation. 1n this they are like
hundreds of thousands of persons ol German, i'rench,
Halian or other ancestry who ignore or are cven un-
aware of the claims of a country into whose jurisdicetion
they do not intend to go.

There is considerable justifieation in international law
for this position that the rule of residence and the whole-
hearted identification with one or another country is
cquivalent to choice of allegiance and citizenship where
conflicting claims exist. On this subject Flournoy has
said:

“Tt does not follow that dual nationality should
continue to exist when a person, after attainment of
majority, has clearly shown by his action that he
prefers one of the two countries to the other.

“The subject of dual nationalily was considered
at the Hague Codification Conference in 1950, The
Conference adopted a special protocol under which
a person having dual nationality, who luabiiaally
resides in one of the states the nationality of which
he possesses, and who is in fact most closely con-
nected with that state, shall be exempt 'rom mihi-
fary obligations in the other. This provision was
taken from the draft nationality code of the Har-
vard Research in International Law (Article 11).
While limited in scope, it is quite useful. A consid-
crable number of states have adopted it, including
the United States.’’ss

Stowell, too, has given much weight to residence as a
determinant of allegiance and elaim:

“The alternative form of the Basis of Discus-

sion No. 4 proposed for the consideration of the

Conference at the Hague emphasizes habitnal resi-

3% R, W, Flournoy, “Revision of Nationality Laws of the United States,”
lirerican Journal of Iuteriational Lawe, Vol. 34, No. 1, January 1940, pp. 43-+H.
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gellce. A State may not afford diplomatie protec-
lon to one of its nationals against a state whose
natl.onuhty such person also possesses, il lie is
habitually resident in the latter state.” "This was
also the criterion adopted in 1928 by the Fifth Con-
Terence on Private International Law at the
Hague.”?s

Moore concedes that a technieal double claim on a per-
son may exist, but argues that his allegiance at any one
time is undivided, saying:

.“A. cqnﬁlct, however, is obviated by the rule—
wluel} 1s indeed but the practical formulation of the
doet}'lne itself—that the lability of the child 1o the
performance of the duties of allegiance is deter-
1.11111ed by the laws of that one of the two countries
In which he actually is.”” “

Borchard takes an even more decided stand:

“' ’l?he criterion most frequently applied has heen
(10111‘1(:110.. In resolving the conflict of nationality
preference has been given to the citizenship [)1”
the country in which the claimant had established
or maintaimed his or her domicile. This continua-
tion ol domicile may he considered a form of clec
tion ol nationality.

.“ln case of conllict between the jus soli, where
claunu.nt' has continued to reside, and 1’he jus
sanguwinss, preference has almost uniformly heen
given to the former, following in this 1'esp.ect tl;c
diplomatie practice.

. “Apart from the implied recognition of the
right o‘f elec_tign involved in the application of thé
test ol domicile, international tribunals have ex;
1)1'e§sl;,' recognized that a person born with dual
nationality has the right, upon arrvival at majority,

39. Ellery C. Stowell, luternational Law, 1931, p. 187.

40. John Bas.et Moore, I Digest of International Law, Vol. 3, p. 518
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¢
of clecting the nationality to which he desires to
adhere.”™!?

Americans of Japanese ancestry do not ordinarily rea-
son in these legal terms, but many of them feel that they
have indicated their preference and their allegiance by
their residence and manner of life, and they resist ac-
knowledging any claim of Japan, even by requesting
expatriation. One example, which may stand for any
number which could be given, is the testimony of an
American of Japanese ancestry before a Congressional
Comnittee:

“Now then, speaking of the matter of dual citi-
zenship:  Unbeknown to most of us, our parents
here throughout the Territory registered us thruggh
the Japanese consul. 1 have heard the question,
time and time again, “Why don’t you take imme-
diate steps to expatriate?” 1, for one, have. When
1 enlisted in the National Guard 12 years ago |
took steps and expatriated. It was necessary that
1 should. Many of my friends have not done so.
They say, “Why should we? 1f we take steps to
expatriate, it will be admitting that we ]ld.,V( in
the past owed allegiance to Japan!® = ¥ #2742

One other obstacle to the final and complete climina-
tion of dual eitizenship of Americans of Japanese ancestry
exists. With the hardened cynicism of professional race
baiters, certain individuals and groups at the same time
cry for a Supreme Court Decision or a Constitutional
;\l.ucndment to deprive the American-born of their Ameri-
can citizenship and at the same time assail them for not
divesting themselves of Japanese citizenship. This taetie,
designed to bewilder and discourage its victims, has been

- . e e 9-00.
2. M. Borchard, Diplomatic Protection of Citizens Abroad, pp. S8

_-1]7 }l(‘uriny.\? before the Joint Connnitlee on {azaii, Congress of the
Uuil_c'd States.  75th Congress, 2d Session, Oct. 6 to 22, 1937, p. 197.
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practiced lor many years. Twenty-two years ago a writer
of Japanese ancestry exposed this eruel sophistey and
plain persccution in an exchange with Valentine S. Me-
Clatchy, Sceretary of the Joint Conunittee on Immigra-
tion, whose vocation was publishing but whose avocation
was anti-Orientalism. Said this writer, Mr. Negoro:

“The Sacramento editor is, then, reported as
having complained of the smallness of the number
of American born Japanese children taking out
the renunciation papers, and imputes this to the
nelarious designs of the Japanese Government to
exercise authority over them. The charge nisses
the point. The reasons for it are twofold, to wit:
First, because they are American citizens by the
provisions of Art. X1V of the Constitution, their
taking out of papers of renunciation would not add
anything to their American citizenship; second, be-
cause of the precarious status in America produced
by the constant agitation ot Hon. Il. Jolmnson, Hon.
Phelan and their ilk in California and other parts
of the United States against the Japanese and
American born Japanese, they are always haunted
by the fear of finding themselves men without a
country; that is, of f{inding themsclves denied the
rights of American citizenship alter they have given
up their Japanese citizenship. 1f the Californian
is so solicitous about the genuine Americanism ol
the American born Japanese, then I would suggest
to him that he use his immense influence on the
State Department at Washington and cause it to
submit to the Japanese Govermment a proposal
looking toward the solution of the difficulty.’”*

There 1s, therefore, no problem of dual citizenship
among Americans of Japanese ancestry. Instead there is
a myth about dual citizenship that was utilized by the

43. M. J. . Negoro, “A Defense Against an Unmerited Attack,” The
Jupun Review, Vol. V., No. 14, Dec. 1921, pp. 254-55.
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vulear and ignorant to lorce evacuation. The very faet
that this was one of the prime motives diseredits evacua-
tion when the truth is known.  The truth is that no people
of foreign origin have exercised themselves as greatly to
terminate dual citizenship than have the Japanese in
America and their children. The law of no country is
more liberal on this score than is that of Japan. And no
people, it shounld be said finally, have moved bravely and
lovally toward undivided American citizenship against
more mean-spirited and carping opposition.

3. Japanese language schools were neither unique
nor subversive.

In an elfort to create the impression that those of
Japanese ancestry were a particularly dangerous group,
the existence ol supplementary schools for the teaching of
the Japunese language has been much discussed.  This
argument has great appeal for the semi-literate. The in-
stigators ol evacuation policy used the Japanese language
school theme repeatedly, as a glance through the pages of
the record of the hearings bhefore the Tolan Coumuittee
proves.** OF course these witnesses offered no evidence;
they shuply repeated gossip and assumed what is to he
proved, that the schools did not hold to their task of teach-
ing the language, but incalecated subversive doctrine in-
stead.

As Tar as the Japanese language school is concerned,
there is no need to speculate upon its functions and the
manner in which they were performed. Because of or-
eanized anti-Orientalism on the West Coast everything
that the Japanese have undertaken has been subject to
close serutiny. Their language schools are no exception,
a number of studies made ol them will indicate.

4. F;r testimony Learing on this point see pp. 11071, 11086, 11091, 11355,
11393, 11539, 11561 and 11772 of the Tolan Committee bearings.
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The accusation that the Japanese language schools are
imstruments of the Japanese nation to perpetuate Jap-
anese nationalism on American soil is disproved by their
known listory. Colket correctly points out:

“The first Toreign-language school was estah-
lished in 1896 [in Hawaii] by a Japanese Christian
minister brought to the islands by the Hawaiian
Mission Board, and the objeet of the school secins
to have been as much to convert the Japanese chil-
dren to Christianity as to teach the Japanese lan-
guage.’ s

A standard history of Hawaii makes the same point:

“The foreign language schools in Hawaii origi-
nated in much the same way as foreign-language
schools in other parts of the United States, and for
much the same reasons. The earliest schools of this
kind (other than Iinglish schools) were Chinese,
German, and Portuguese. The first Japanese-lan-
guage school was organized in 1896 by a Christian
Japanese who was engaged in religious work among
his own people. All of the early Japanese sclhools
were begun under Christian auspices; * * *?7¢

The West Coast langnage schools hiad no baser incep-
tion than those of Hawaii. In the words of one investi-
sator who has made extensive studies of the Orientals
of the West Coast:

“The first Japanese language school in ILos
Angeles was organized for the express purpose of
helping the children of the immigrant Japanese
become good citizens. Japanese had observed the
disorganization of children in other immigrant
groups and advocated the language school as an

45 Hamilion. G. Colket, “Suppressing Japanese Schools in Hawaii,” The

Nanon, Nov, 22, 1922,

46. Ralph Kaykend: > T CGrecorv s o
l‘)Jj,,p. 5217{)1 ~aykendall and Herbert E. Gregory, A History of Hazuii,
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instrumentality to aid the two generations in under-
standing cach other, thereby reducing culture con-
flicts and resultant misconduct. *  * *  The
Japanese have been remarkably suceessful in con-
trolling the conduct of their children, and the lan-
guage school, without doubt, has been a factor of
no small importance.”?

In another book the same author writes:

“The Chinese and Japanese language schools
have performed, and for a time will continue to
perforuy, a most useful service in bringing the two
generations closer together. When all Tactors are
considered, it is remarkable that there has not been
more disorganization and demoralization of the
vouth. Much credit is due to the language schools
for their stabilizing influence in this period of
transition. As the immigrant group gradually
passes from the scene, there will be less and less
need for these schools and they will disappear
without suppressive legislative enactments.”’*®

The necessary function and social signilicance of the
language schools in promoting the essential bond and
understanding between non-linglish speaking immigrant
parents and their children has been emphasized by every
competent student ol the subjeet. :

Lconomice requirements, too, have played a large part
in the establishment of these schools.  Svensrud, who
made a careful survey of these institutions, reported:

“Irom the social and economic standpoint a
knowledge of the language is indispensable now,
as a tie between the first generation and the
second.  lKmployment at the present time, even
in most cases for the college graduates of the
second ‘generation, rests with the lirst generation.

47. W. C. Smith, hnericans in the Malking, p. 302,
48, W. C. Smith, dmericans wn Process, p. 184
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This situation will undoubtedly change within an-
other generation as evidenced by the alaerity of
Japanese boys and girls in learning the American
language and customs. But the language schools
at present are filling a need, and should be looked
on with favor. They are serving the same purpose
as once did the German and Secandinavian language
schools, which have died out during the last few
generations, * * *

““The older generation still controls Japanese
business interests, and in order to procure employ-
ment from them, it is necessary to know their
language.’’#?

Strong likewise emphasizes the economic motives:

“What are the prospects that second-generation
Japanese may be employed by Jupuanese business
concerns?  One prominent Japanese informs us
that Japanese American commercial firms will
employ these second-generation children, both
here and abroad, provided they know Japanese,
as well as English, sufficiently to carry on their
work. However, there are not enough of these
firms to take care of many second-generation
children. 1t is very necessary, for the reason given
above, that second-generation children learn Jap-
anese quite well, but it is very difficult to get them
to do so, for several reasons.’’

The continued economic usefulness of the language
schools was related, of course, to the organized campaign
of prejudice which made it difficult for a young person of
Japanese ancestry to obtain employment in other than
Japanese surroundings. With the circular reasoning of
malice, the race-baiters succeeded in fortifying an institu-

49. Marian Svensrud, “Attitudes of the Japanese Toward Their Language

Schools,” Sociology and Sociul Research, Vol. 17, Jan.-Feb. 1933, pp. 259°64.
50. L. K. Swrong, The Second-Generation Jupanese Problem, p. 6.
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tion  which they hypocritically  pretended  to  deplore
Palmer has made this clear:

“1t is interesting to note, however, that, while
ordinarily these schools would tend to be unpopular
with children and gradually to disappear, their con-
tinued life and vitality are largely due to that
uncertainty of status produced by racial diserimi-
nation and the denial of economie opportunity to the
voung ' American-born Japanese.  These young
people discover that they are most likely to find
ciployment in situations where their knowledge of
Japanese is an asset.”’!

Mears, too, has conmmented on this point:

“The acyuisition of a foreign language in a
foreign language school usually connotes to the
Anterican a disloyalty to the adopted land. It is
a striking commentary on the local situation that
the anti-alien legislation since the World War is
ausing American-born to consider far more seri-
ously the wisdom of learning the tongue of their
parents. For as children they speak Iinglish; they
¢ o need of another language during the see-
ondury school or ligh school, but thereatter they
suffer an occupational handicap in having the more
American point of view and the more Asiatic
physical features.”’s?

In addition to the social and economice [unctions already
described, certain other reasons have heen found for the
waintenance of these schools.  Tn some places, when hoth
parents have been employed, they have served as day
nurseries.  Elsewhere, through the emplovinent of an
American teacher, they have striven to give pre-school
training in Iinglish so that children will not enter the
public schools with a serious language handicap.®

51 Albert. W Palmer, Ovicntuls tu Awmerican Life, p. 54,
52, E. G. Mears, Resident Orientals on the Pucific Coust, p. 358,
33, Reginald Bell, Public School Education of Second-Generution Jupanese,
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But the hmportant question is whether, in spite of
other funetions, the langnage schools acted as a focal point
for Japancse propaganda?  All trained investigators who
have given attention to this allegation uniformly deny it.
Time and material clements alone would prevent .this.
The legend is that all children of Japanese ancestry attend
these schools for sufficient time periods to hecome incul-
ated with the ideals of Imperial Japan. Actually Strong
found in 1930 that ““about 69 per cent of hoth sexes ol'
the United States-born Japanese have attended Japanese-
language schools for an average of 3.0 years for the
entire group.’’s Moreover, this authority does not give
much reason to believe that a great deal of time could
be salvaged for dubious practices from the hour of daily
study : ‘

“In the first place, Japanese i rery hard I
guage to learn, éigz(z;a{il\})‘zge:\enltsca ‘]Lnl .\tlﬁzdls(icloﬁl(i
place, Japanese-langnage school work is given after
the American day-school work is done, in the late
afternoon or on Saturday. Third, voung J apanese
do uo.t see the need ol learning Japanese until thev
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: T
is rather late. Pourth, there are not enougl ol such
.\'Ee]mols; in some areas none are to he found and
smee they are pay schools, not all Japanes’e 'zn;
alford to attend them.?’ss

Strong also mentions that white students were not
hamed from these schools (he personally knew of three
boys who hiad attended), which would hardly he the case
il they were designed for subversive purpos;es."“

Palmer calls attention to the supplementary and in-
nocuous character of the schools, saying: “Similar schools
have been conducted by the Chinese; and also hy the

_.5 }[”J\: 51 g'oug, The Second-Generation Jupanese Problen, p. 201,
6. Ibid.. ». 200.
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Germans and many other nationalities in the Torm of
parochial sehools. The  Japanese schools were merely
supplementary to the public schools and not a substitute
for them as are parochial schools.”’s®  Millis, who con-
ducted o thorough study, states categorieally: “these
schools are not intended to perpetuate the traditions and
moral concepts ol Japan.  They are supplementary
schools, and at the worst there is much less in them to
he adversely eriticized than in the parochial schools
attended by so many children of South and ast turopean
innigrants,’’s

Svensrud, in the paper already cited, likewise disputes
the familiar charge: :

“Phe strongest objection which has been raised
in this country towards the language schools of the
Japanese has been that they foster anti-American
ideas.  This accusation is without basis. A thor-
oueh study has been made of all textbooks to e -adi-
cate such possibilities. The Japanese Association
of the Pacilic Coast has been cooperative in its de-
sire Lo climinate or revise any material which would
he considered incompatible with American tradi-
tions and customs.”’ :

Perhaps the most detailed analysis of this point has
heen made by Bell and his findings are unmistakable and
clear:

“Phe Japanese American organizations that
have been interested in developing the schools have
not been unaware of the social and educational ve-
sponsibility that is theirs. As carly as 1913, the
Japanese Fducational Association of Ameriex,
closely affiliated with the Japanese Association of
America, gave its attention to the part it was to

57. -:Tlvl)url W. Pahner, Oricatals in Admerican Life, p. S .
53, H. A. Mills, The Japanese Problem in the United States, p. 263.
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plh‘l])” not in Japanizing the American-horn Japanese
(..lfx t(]l, but mI httimg him for the American scheme
ol thmgs. In that year, it : ' i 1

; , 1t adopted the follow
resolution : : i

(44 A 3 : .
- The go‘}l to be attained in our education is to
M or > 1 1

)11;1D up children who will live and die in Americ:
. NS Q 4 -~ N 2
and as such, the whole educational system must he

founded upon t . .
America,’{):sul he spirit of the public instruction of

. Bell .traces the honest and patriotic attempts to com-
pile satisfactory textbooks:

“A‘s early as }912, when the first meeting of the
Jupune.se Rducational Association of Alllel'?(‘ﬂ was
called n San Francisco, this was one of thev pro‘b-
lems dls?ussed. Subsequently, in the 1915 meetine
a4 committee on editing adequate texthooks \;:
solectedz since only books published in Japan 0()11‘l£1
he obtumefi. Because these were Japan-centered
t!w_\' were Inadequate, for the children in the 'Unit.v(i
.\t.atos think in terms of American life, not in terms
of Jupun(e.se customs and illustmtions.’ ¥oE o ‘

‘.‘;\Icctmg mn Seattle in July 1918, the general
conference of the Pacific Coast sei:ti(m ?)f tl‘m
.l:xp:m.ese Association of America resolved (1) t(;
vstabhs!n an ecducational research burecau and (2
to publish textbooks for the Coast schools. Wi;h
the hope of allaying anti-Japanese sentiment the
conference passed the following resolution:

. ‘ “f) That the goal 1o be attained in our educa-
tion of the Japanese children shall be to make it
supplementary to the American public instruction
awd the curriculum shall consist wholly of tl:
Japanese language. ] ¢

£ & Al 3
N b) That every child who comes to a Japanese
.\; 100l mu! who is not attending the public school
shall he direeted to attend the public school.

—————— e e

;" R."x.l LPR ) ree » .
eqinald Bell, Public School Education of Second-Generation Jupunese
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¢ ¢¢) Phat the interpretation of anything i the
adopted textbooks which may be co.ntrury to the
spirit of Americanism should be sarelully correeted.

“+1) That we should endeavor to p-ul.)lish!
proper textbooks which correspond to the S])ll'l.t of
Americanism.  This proposition shall be present'cd
to the general conference of the Japanese Associa-
tion of America. '

«¢4¢) That there shall be seleeted a comnittee
on Anericanization.” %

In his conclusion Professor Bell says:

““Tn the course of the discussion it is poin'ted
out that the language school curriculum in 1'eadn.1g‘,
writing, and speaking Japanese has had genuine
<ocial utility in helping to retain group sohdfn‘lty
and moral control, so that the Japanese Americans
have had an  exceptionally fine conduct-record
amonge the second-generation inmigrant groups.’’°t

The evidence which has been cited is from trained and
dixpassionate investigators and not from ]')1'0fcl>ssi(mal
patrioteers and hate-mongers. It was gathered helore Fhe
outhreak ol the great conflict and therefore hefore passion
had warped judgments.  The difference between \\’hz}t ?t
{ells about the Japanese langnage schools and what 1t 1\
fashionable to relate in some quarters is the measure of
the degree to which hysteria can eain ground zm(.l 2 sense
of proportion can be lost unless the courts, by v.lg'ol'ou.sly
protecting constitutional guarantees, recalls t-lns nation
to nobler tasks than the persecution of minority groups.

iually, in regard to the language schools, it must l?e
noted that they were not very effeetive in teaching their

r(:(l) ”::’5 l;]l' i?l?(-)z;{]"m' additional information on the ]\:11):111‘0.5‘(2“ languagc:
sehools see Yamito Tehibashi, The Japanese w the United States; R, D. Mc

Kenzie, Orieatal Erclnsion; . B, Reuter (ed.), Ruace and C’u{lure Countacls;
!\Iarjor'ic R. Stearns, The History of the Jupanese People i Oregon.
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students  the rudiments, let alone the mastery, of the
Japanese tongne. Witness after witness hefore the Tolan
Commnittee testified to the effect that most American-horn
Japanese, even though they liad attended the language
schools in their youth, could not cven read or write the
simplest sentences and very few of them could carry
on an ordinary conversation entirely in Japanese. The
difficulties experienced by the army and the navy in at-
tempting fo reeruit members for their military intelli-
genee services, and the Office of War Information in find-
ing capable monitors and translators for their over-seas
division, verify our contention that the importance of
language schools has been greatly exaggerated.

4. Alleged Shintoism is no valid ground for the
discriminatory orders.

A reprehensible attempt has been made to create the
impression that all persons of Japanese ancestry in this
country are Shintoists or Buddhists and therefore inimical
to a Christian civilization. Shintoism is represented by
these amateur theologians as an extension of Japanese
nationalism.

All this is nothing more than a revival of Know-
Nothingism, with a new slogan and a new vietim. This
time it is the Japanese instead of the Catholic who can-
not be a good American citizen because of his religion,
and it is the Mikado instead of the Pope at Rome who
lures the erring from the path of loyalty.

Beecause of the emotionalisin stirred by war, few recog-
nize the danger of this attempt to make religious affilia-
tion a test ol loyalty. Shintoism in Japan is a mixture
of aboriginal nature worship and more recent ancestor
worship. Tt Las beecome highly formalized and is recog-
nized in Japan as the state religion. Since in the Japanese

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle
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mythology the nation is supposed to have sprung from the
Kingly line, the rewmote ancestors or thie concept of an-
cestor is Lonored in the person of the Kmperor. Ob-
viously, this is a cult particularly adapted to a Japanese
locale. Though it was brought to this country it could
liold only an insignificant number of followers here. And,
in its transmission to America, as is so often the case in
religious transfers, it was markedly altered. The interest
in and reverence for the Kmperor disappeared, though the
interest in the past and in the great men ol the past was
maintained.  The pictures of George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln were hung in the Shinto temple in Los
Angeles and the sermons emphasized their contributions
and the heritage from men like them who had achieved
creatly in the past. And, as for the principles of Budd-
hism, a naval intelligence officer, writing in the Harpers
Mayazine, October, 1942, declared: ““* * * the tenets
of the faith are perfectly aceeptable and eannot be classi-
ficd as un-American’’.

Most of the American-born persons of Japanese an-
cesiry are Christians, and since the American-horn now
comprise more than two-thirds of the entire group, it ean
he said that the whole community is prevailingly Chris-
{ian. 19ven in 1930 this was already the case, according
{o the statisties compiled by Strong:

“Phe first generation prefer Buddhism to
(hristianity (77 per cent and 18 per cent respee-
tively). The reverse is the case with the United
States born, among whom 39 per cent preler Buddh-
ism, while 47 per cent of the males and D6 per cent
of the females prefer Christianity.

“Phere is no evidenee that the first eencration
{end to transfer their allegiance to Christianity as
they continue to live in California. Their children
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c.le:u'!y do s0, as do the young Japan-horn who are
growing up in the State.”’s®

cliation Trom Shintunre anl posne o e
. | . sts and persons of Japanese
‘}llcebtl'y 1s never expressed by the legitimate spokesmen
for Christianity in this countrv. From the l)e"innil;" <‘>t'
th.e evacuation drive, religious bodies have beZn cri?ical
of the policy. This was. so clearly evident in the testi-
mony before the Tolan Committee that the final re ;.()1't
of that group included these sentences: I

“Lvery spokes ' igi

pokesman for religious organizations

who testified on tl ' Flvocated tndioidont
iho, on the west coast advocated individual
1;:3 ment of th?l Japanese. A panel of church
aders presented this viewpoi in S:

Jaders, lewpolnt in San IFran-

’.I,‘he. Christian press and periodicals have remained
l}ll(‘()ll\'lllced of the necessity of the move also. When the
tmal Tolan report was released, the Christian Centur
conimented sternly in an editorial : Y

“l.f thqre 18 any passion for justice and fair
play in this country, the publication of the Tolan
report on the treatment of Awmeriean citizens of
Japanese descent should produce a nutionalk(l‘o-

mand i.or an Immediate reconsideration of the pol-
ey so far pursued.’’s

..\lost of the major religious hodies have registered
their protest against diseriminatory evacuation in one wav
or an.uther. The National Study Conference of the ‘Fe(d.
eral Couneil o.f Churches of Christ in America, meeting u;
Delaware, Ohio, March 3-5, 1942, issued a report wﬁich

contains these words: ““We w .
¢ ¢ words: ““We would now commit ourselves

62. k. K. Strong, The Second-G. 7
w K. Strong, R ~Generation Japauese Proble 2.
(l::. (l:ll"”:“”. l\L;{)f)rl No. 2124, 771li Congress, 2d Scslsionm':i‘;:lf’ ll:).ﬁ-‘- i3
. Chnistian Century, June 10, 1942 S % - L
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o the task of protecting the rights ol American-born
citizens ol Oriental parentage, who are likely to suller
evil consequences unnecessarily because of racial preju-
dice and diserimination in our attitude towards Asiaties.”’®
On April 20, the Friends met at Richmond, Indiana, and

issued a message declaring:
“Phe conference is deeply concerned over the
dangerous violations of American freedoms in-
volved in the forced migrations from the west

coast of the United States and Canada, and would
lay upon our members the concern to do all in their

power to atone for the wrong done and o assist

the vietims in every way possible in their readjust-
ment to normal life. We would also urge our mem-
hers to endeavor to overcome the prejudice, fear
and hatred which underlie this tragie situation.’”®

In late June, 1942, during the annual conference of the
Calitornia Methodist Church at Stockton, California, a
resolution was passed which strongly condemned evacna-
tion.

The Congregational Christian Churches have indicated
their stand by issuing a pamphlet entitled: . Touchstone
of Democracy; The Japanese in dmerica. This ix a series
ol articles assailing evacuation and its unsalislfying ra-
tionalizations. On July 28, 1942, the Synod ol California
of the Preshyterian Chureh took its turn, and through its
Commniittee on Social IBdueation and Action issued a reso-
lution which contained, among others, these points:

1. The evacnation policy has involved racial
dizerimination, in that it was aimed at the Japanese
alone, the majority of whom are American citizens.

2. MThe poliey actually resulted in the praetical
suspension of the constitutional rights ol a mi-

03, Cliristian Century, March 25, 1942, p. 397.
66, Christian Century, May 0, 1942, p. 012,
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nority of Aunerican citizens without due proeess of
law or 1.)1'0vu11ng' hearings whereby they might
prove their loyalty.
"m Yoy a1y7ey F 1 3

7. The evacuation poliey has already become a
valua.ble prupaganda weapon in the hands of the
enemies of democracy, especially in the Iar Rast.

D
. 8. A precedent has been set for anti-democratic
forces at home whereby they may be able to liqui-
date other ‘‘undesirable minorities.”’

In the 1'c§olut10n, confidence is expressed in the loyaliy
of those ol Japanese ancestry, and it is urged that hear-
ing boards be cmployed where *American citizens, at
least, can have an opportunity to prove their lovalty.”

y prove tlieir loyalty.

It is good to know that organized Christianity in this
country has not yiclded one inch to bigots who would
make this a religious war as well as a race war.

. .5. Possibility of civil disorder exaggerated;
vigilantism is no Constitutionally adequate ground for
suppression of civil rights, or for racial discrimination;

“protective custody” unwarranted.

One of the shabbiest and most unsubstantial argu-
ments advanced in favor of evacuation is the one that
sanctimoniously explains that it was undertaken to “‘pro-
teet’” the Japanese themselves. This argument and this
procedure has some uncomfortable parallels. On a cer-
tain black day in 1938 the Jews of Germany, after an
officially inspired newspaper and radio campaign of hate
against them had culminated in a pogrom, were accorded
““protective custody’” by the Nazi regime. When the vic-
tims of this solicitude managed to writhe out of the grasp
of their ““guardians,”’ they, too, were dispossessed and
homeless. The similarity has not been overlooked and

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle



BR :

will increasingly bhe recognized with the passage of time.
Of it Chamberlin has written:

“Phe principal reasons advanced for this action
are that acts of sabotage and espionage might be
committed and that the Japanese themselves would
be in grave danger of mob violence and lynch law
il new developments in the war should raise racial
tonsion to the bursting point. Giving full weight
to these considerations, and recognizing that the
Army authorities carried out the evacuation as
humanely and efficiently as possible, this ‘liquida-
{ion’ en masse of a racial minority of our citizens
sets some uncomfortable precedents. * * %

“rPhe measure was definitely what one would ex-
pect in a totalitarian, not in a democratic state,
hecause it has made no attempt at selective dis-
erimination. It is not a reprisal for proved dis-
loyalty; it could be regarded either as preventive
punishment or as ‘protective custody.’

“TPhere is almost nothing that could not he done
under the principle of preventive punishment. And
no group that might in the future be unpopular in
some locality for reasons of race, color, or religion
could feel safe if the consequence of a threat of
mob violence should be not the maintenance ol law
and order, but the uprooting and deportation of the
threatened group.’””

Were these of Japanese ancestry in this eountry in
any danger of mob violence? The answer is “no’’,
There was not even any general hostile feeling against
them for a considerable time after I’carl Harbor, and
what feeling was finally aroused was artificially stimulated.
he Tolan Conunitice Report of March 19, 1942 malkes
this clear when it states:

67. William Henry Chamberling “Why Civil Liberties Now?” Harpers
Muagazine, Oct. 1942, pp. 530-31. :
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* * the formal declarations of a state of

war with the Axis Powers ereated a class of per-
sons knowns as enemy aliens. For at least a month
thereafter, however, the temper of the American
people remained relatively ecalm  toward
groups in their midst.

. ‘““Meanwhile the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion was active in rounding up those enemy aliens
.(Germans, Italian, and Japanese) considered most
immediately dangerous. These raids were made
with the aid of information supplied by the mili-
tary and naval intelligence services, and often with

these

the collaboration of local police officials. liditorial o

comment praised these preventive measures,
there appeared no widespread demand for whole-
sale evacuation.’’¢s

What, then, caused a change in sentiment and gave
the west coast anti-Oriental forces that opportunity which
they had unsuccessfully sought for over 40 years? In a
footnote the Committee gives the answer:

.“One of the factors making for public antag-
onisi toward persons of Japanese origin in the
continental United States was the widespread re-
ports in magazines and newspapers of instances of &
sabotage for which Japanese residents of Hawaii
were allegedly responsible on December 7.7

We know now that these rumors of sabotage were cn-
tirely, and without exception, false. Protective custody
or evacuation was no more necessary than falsehood \\'a.s
necessary. A mnation that can cemsor information about
the moveraent of a ship or a troop train, but which will
no't exert itself to refute the vilification of an entire
minority sroup within its jurisdietion must accept some
8. IHouse Report No. 1911, 771h Cougrcss, 2d Session, March 19, 1942,

pp. 1-2.
Y. 1bid., p. 2.
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. tonity and
responsibility for the consequences to its own dignity a

. ‘ortunate people imvolved.

to the unfortunate peoj o N

winning ol the war the sentiment was

At the beginnng I
markedly against any diseriminatory treatimen of 11) .

‘ e 1 3| ' pre-
can-Japanese.  On December S, in the House ol 1\«.1 )
< < h . - s ‘ o re :
centatives, Congressman Coffec of Washington decla
se ,

¢[t is my lervent hope and prayer thz}t uslillolxr(t)z
ol {he United States of Jupanese ext.ructwln 1\\1 ot
he made the vietim of pogroms Ehmc'tcl([ . )y iited
proclaimed patriots and by hysterical s ”—‘llllgt ed
heroes. 1t would be a shame an(l. -z'l‘tl{ly-tb‘li)uld
democracy if blatant and OXClthVVlg.llAdl]‘Lb :S'thout
raid the homes of Japane_se-Al_ne}'lcanb, \\1. rout
first aceording the prospective vietim du-e.l]lno‘ .to
of law. As one who has ll\fed as a }10151)(1)1\, fo
Japanese-Americans, 1 h.a\.’e 10}111(1. 1‘11.0.50 pegﬁ(;.,un-
the whole, to be ]aw-.‘;bldl;lg,dnlll(]l(;t?i;(;fu(s)l’ and

drusive. Let us not make a mockery ob OUF .
(())lifb-lt:lil(;-hts by mistreating thess& folks. L«(;t ua (1:13112;
regard them with understanding, 1'01.nenl1 ).Tl_n::, they
are the vietims of a Japanese war mac nnf l’whic]l
the making of the intenlutlonal policies ©
they had nothing to do.”’™*

In December Richard .. Neuberger reporied from the
coast:

«x = * 79 demonstrations agamst:‘ J{)lputneio
residents have occurred. Governor .(Jul]u g 1:
Olson of California asked for tolerance In } l(,_lb\ 1tc

] T H 1 1 1 s ) 3] -
with the largest Japanese p(fpulatlon. Johu 1 «tLh
ticer, the DPresident’s son-in-law, wrote 1 the
%ﬁ-ltilv Post-Tntelligencer: ‘Many ot. the Japanese
; N A . . 4 3
in America are as loyal as any white Ameu;}anb,
and it would serve only evil purposes to cause them
: it s : 1 1971
to suffer * * ™.

N 2ecord. December 12, Appendix, .
'7/'(1). ?‘u“l!/,‘f\;\:-‘\)lll;ﬂ{'é::'nf?l(\‘[évcitllc in the Northwest,” The Nation, Dec. 20,
. [ PR uer,
1941, p. 038,
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In January, Chester 11, Rowell was able to wrile:

“I am glad to report that, so far, there has been
no evidence of any such lecling [anti-Japanese].
For their part, Japanese loyal to the United Stafes
are organizing excellently and vigorously. Old-line
Americans, under the highest quality of responsible
leadership, are doing the same thing. The actually
disloyal we leave to the I*BI and the military police,
to be dealt with as individuals, like any other dis-
loyal individuals. On this basis, il we all keep our
heads, there may be little for either of these agen-
cles to do, but they are ready. It is our ambition
not to follow, toward our fellow Californians of
Japanese race, the bad example set by some
‘Japanese militarists at Tientsin and elsewhere in
China, toward legal residents there of lSuropean
and American race. We who know our California
Japanese as individuals know what fine people many
of them are * * * 72

In those carly days of the war, there came from all

directions those evidences of democratie faith which we
have so recklessly bartered away for cheap, totalitarian
emotionalism. In a lead editorial, printed December 16,
the Portland Oregonian delivered this message:

72,

p 13

“The Oregonian has bheen repeatedly assured
that these young Americans of Nipponese blood are
soundly American * * * We have no reasen
for doubt. Intolerance is a prime factor of the
beast with which we are now at grips. 1t should
be our privilege as it is our duty to demonstrate
to these young Amerieans in truth, as in theory,
the democracy of which they were taught in our
public schools. Here for our part is an opportunity
to demonstrate that democracy really works—the
rest is up to them.”

Chester L Rowell, “Clash of Two Worlds,” Survey Graphic, Jan. 1942,
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As late as March 7, Louis Rischer reported from the
west coast:

“In Seattle, 1 saw a girls” school going on an
excursion, and smiling Japanese children were walk-
ing hand-in-hand and arw-in-arm with American
children. Teachers and superintendents in liberal
Pasadena and Secattle told me that the Japanese
students were often brilliant and always loyal.
Nunrerous housewives told me they trust their Jap-
anese servants, The public is not showing hate or
spite.  But the reactionary press and the politicians
are out for blood and wholesale internment.  Jin-
coes are endeavoring, under the cover ol war-time
Hag-waving patriotism, to do what they always
wanted to do in peace time: get rid of the Jap-
anese, * ¥ ®3

[n early June, Charles Tglehart investigated the claim
that ** protective custody” had been neeessary, and ve-

turned a negative verdiet:

¢« » = the West Coast Congressional delega-
tion petitioned the President to cmpower the army
authorities to handle the entire situation and to
deal summarily with ‘aliens and subversive per-
sons.” Mhis action has since been defended on the
around that the Japanese themselves were in dan-
ger. 1 talked with a good many people of all sorts
and found no evidence of any serious danger. Nor
could T discover a single case of subversive ac-
tivity, although the air was filled with unsubstan-
{iated rumors * * *. 1 cannot escape the conclu-
sion that even as a war weasure evacuation was
unneeessary.  The slumbering embers of public an-
tagonism to the alien group were, it appears, de-
liberatedly fanned by interested persons and organ-
izations until a conflagration was threatened, but

73, Louis Fischer, *West Coast Perspective,” The Nution, March 7, 1942,
p. 270.
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at any time it could have been quenched if the au-
thorities had shown proper firmness.”’

An extension of this “protective custody’” argument is
that it was necessary to clear the coast area of Japanese
and American-Japanese so that in case of invasion tlw\;
would not be mistaken for the enemy Japanese unll
'flttacked. The insincerity of this transparent after-thoueht
is glaring. If those who advance it were honest tl?m'
would be quite as concerned about the thousan,ds 0.1'
l'\Zoreans, Chinese and Filipinos of the coast who are
:]ust as likely to suffer harm as a rvesult of mistaken
identity. Do the sponsors of this novel idea advocate
that we clear the cast coast of Caucasians if invasion
should threaten from Germany? Do they imply that
England should have emptied the isle of. all ci~vilians
when the Nazis were chanting, ““We Sail for Iineland’’?
Do they not know that Japan has invaded Chiz:m ami
though the two are oriental countries, China’s diﬂ;cult\'
has .be.en, not in finding or in identifying the foe, but ii]
obtaining from her allies the arms with which to repel
the onslaught?

The apologists for protective custody go one step
more. Having assumed incidents in which manv Japanese
residents and their children would be done t(') death by
.:\merican wobs, they point to the mamner in which the
Japanese could make use of such incidents for propaganda
purposes. In view of the boon which the evacuation las
proved to be for the Japanese propaganda milly this con-
cern for America’s good name among the nations of the
cast seems a bit artificial.

. There is another circumstance which impugns the good
faith of many who urged evacuation on the arounds 2-’t]m’t

74. Charles I:slel “Citize i < .
o 192 ﬁhg;!}u Lislehart, “Citizens Behind Barbed Wire,” The Nation, June
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protective custody was essential for the proteetion of the
“cendangered” people. I this were their honest con-
clusion, their interest in the matter would end there,
But this has not been.the case. These same individuals
aud ercups who were so intrigued by ‘“protective cux-
tody™’, the Awmerican  Legion, the Native Sons and
Daughters of the Golden West, the California Joint Com-
wiitee on homigration and  various  congressmen and
state and ity officials, have by no means allowed evacua-
tion 1o terminate their ““{friendly’ interest in those of
Japanese ancestry.  In fact, this has been ounly the
beginning of their ““struggle”; to borrow a phrase from
tiie titie of a book which [fits their pattern of mind
precisely. No measure of further persccution has been
too ceregious or 1oo petty for them to attempt. They are
even now  sponsoring laws, decisions, amendments or
resolutions  that aim to divest the American-born of
Japancse descent of citizenship, that would authovize the
deportation ol all of Japanese ancestry, that would cancel
civil service positions, that would prevent a return to
California for those who lived there, that would permit the
conliseation of farm machinery, that would make farming
or fishing Lerealter impossible for members of the group,
that would abolish the present rclocation eenters and turn
thent into the most repressive type of concentration camps,
that would prevent Americans of Japanese ancestry from
serving i the armed forees, and that would even halt the
shipuent of milk to the Rclocation Centers where these
people are detained. It is legitimate to ask whether
protective custody has not been the first ol a series of
hackward steps, with the end not yet in sight.
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6. Discrimination not justified merely because
any attack might come from Japan.

It has been argued also that diseriminatory evacuation
was neeessary because any attack upon the West Coast
might come from Japan. Obviously, this argument has
werit only if there is evidence that persons ol German,
halian, or other ancestry would not aid the enemy and
that the only aid which tlhe enemy could expect .would
come from those of Japanese ancestry. Certainly, this
ores the solidarity of the Axis and runs counter to all
our past experience.

In the first place, it is obvious that Germany had a
sreat deal to do with the decision concerning the initiation
of war in the Pacifiec. Japan struck, it will be remembered,
when the flow of supplies from the United States to
Britain was beginning to become embarrassing and hurtful
to the Reich. To assume that Germany and 1taly, or their
svmpathizers are not interested in West Couast war plants,
or in the eourse of the war in the Pacific, is simply wish-
ful thinking; and, what is more, in case of invasion or
attempted invasion, it would be precisely these people,
who are Caucasians, who could command access to the
vicinity of war plants and defense installations much more
readily than could easily detected Japanese. The very
physical Teatures which mark them apart make them
casily distinguishable, and, therefore, less valuable in case
of mvasion,

It is a matter of fact that the only agents of Japan
who have been apprehended and convicted have thus far
been persons of other than Japanese ancestry. On Junc
0, 1942, for instance, Frederick V. Williams and David V.
Ryder of San Francisco, were sentenced to prison as
Jupanese Agents.™  On bel‘;t(’em}_)or 10, 1942, according to

75, New Yorl Times, June 6, 1942.
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A United Press dispatel, Tgor Stepanoff admitted that hie
had acted as an agent of Japan.

If, Tor no other reason, the Axis nations of ldurope,
not Japan, are understandably interested in curtailing the
productivity o the West Coast: the war materials that
are manulactured there find their way in larger quantities
o the INuropean fighting front. It will he remembered
thiat it is the Consolidated Liberator, made in Southern
California, which is the bomber used extensively in the
Mediterrancan area; the Douglas Boston, made in this
region, has been a mainstay of London defenses; the
Vultee Vengeance is the eralt with which the R.AF. and
United States forces carry on dive-bombing forays in tha
Atlantic theatre of the war. I we have ignored these
facts, the German and Ttalians have not. Tt is well
known that the German and Ttalian Consulates of San
IPraneizco and Los Aungeles were hives of subversive ae-
tivity until they were closed.  Actual sabotage on the part
of persons of ltalian and German ancestry have been
reported, although not one instance of such behavior on
the part ol anvone of Japanese ancestry has heen verified.
Ior instanee, on October 10, 1942; Nicholino Buonopane,
a 23 vear old clectrician at the North American Alreraft
Corporation, confessed to the sabotaging of hombing
planes. The Associated Press dispateh of November 17,
1942, reported the sentencing to fifteen vears in prison of
M. WL Itzel for damaging airplanes. In June of 1942,
D, Hans Helmut Gros, an American-horn Nazi agent
awnd his wife were convicted of sending military informa-
tion out of the United States in order to help the Nauzi
cause. On June 3, 1942, William Arthur Schuler, a radio
operator, was given a six year prison term in federal
court by a federal judge in lios Angeles for sending wire-
less messages intended for the enemy. In court testimony
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on July 20, 1942, at Hartlord, Connecticut, it was revealed
that Gerhardt Wilhelm Kunze, leader of the German-Ameri-
can Bund, had in 1941 methodically traveled the Paeilic
Coast gathering information on gun cmplacements and
vital military information. This information, it may he
noted, was intended to reach Japan as well as Germany.®
I Germany and Italy ave totally uninterested in the West
Coast, or its fate in the event of Invasion, or attack, this
feverish activity of' which the instances cited are only a
small sample must Dbe satisfactorily explained. As a
matter of fact, the treatment of the various groups of
cnemy ancestry and the actual train ol events which re-
late to national security seem to have very little in com-
mon. On the evening of June 27, 1942, the announcement
was made to the Nation of the capture of German sabo-
tenrs who had landed at two points on the Fast Coast sud
who had heen able, with the aid of friends, to penetrate to
the midwest.  Yet the next day, on June ° 28th, notwith-

standing this outstanding evidence of German sabotage

activity, German and Ttalian aliens were permitted to
reenter Western defense areas which had been closed to
them for months,’6
Il it was necessary to remove all persons of Japanese
ancestry from Western defense areas because an atiack
there might have presumably come from Japan, it is not
clear why those of German and Ttalian ancestry were left
undisturbed on the Kast Coast, which faces their mother
countries. Idverything that is true of the West Coast in
a military sense is true likewise of the Kast Coast. There
are important harbors and defense installations there.
Our ships have been sunk in such numbers off the Kast
Coast that it has been repeatedly asserted that the enemy
st he obtaining important information ahout ship move-

76. Los Angeles Daily News, July 30, 1942.
70a. New York Times, June 29 194)..
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ments from sywpathizers on the mainland.  German sub-
marines have flourished in the Caribbean and bombarded
oil refineries there, Trained saboteurs have actually been
fanded at two points on our coast and have been able to
find aid and comfort among relatives and {riends inland.
The Atlantie is much narrower than the broad Pacific,
and, accordingly, more accessible to invasion and bombing.

7. The argument that these people have becn
alienated by past treatment answered.

Oue other rationalization, and a most ominous one, for
approving discriminatory evacuation, exists. Tt is said
that since persons ol Japanese ancestry have been dis-
criminated against, legally and socially, in American life,
they bear resentment against this country and would be
likely to retaliate by betraying our west coast to an
invader.

11 this reasoning is upheld, the country enters a tread-
mill of intolerance from which there is no escape. Once
concede to raeists and bigots that the reward of their
persecution and slander is diserimmination on a national
scale and diserimination approved by the highest courts,
and the forees are unleashed that will scar and split this
nation from end to end.

The psychological basis of this type of thinking is
simple and well-known; it is the mechanism of projection.

3v it, individuals who are moral cowards transfer their
sense of guilt for their own personal misdeeds to their
vietims, It is unthinkable that our country should attempt
to justily itself in so crude and obvious a manner. By
such convenient reasoning, cvery horror ever perpetrated
on o people ean be made acceptable, for discrimination
usually precedes some more drastie step. By 1ty the Nazi
treatment ol the Jews is vindicated, for the Jews of Ger-

é.
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lfl:l]l)’ had suffered civil and social disabilitics and {here-
l.m'e, by this sadistic turn of logie, should have been ripe
u‘w treason to the Reich preeisely as Herr Hitler declared.
ivery national, racial, and religious minority whiel) has
come to this country has in turn been (lésl)ise(l and
exploited by some who lhad come before.  If this were
the only factor operative, our country would be a seethine
\'n.lcano of group antagonisms. But the normal humai
being remembers friendship as well as injury, kindness as
well as hate. The Japanese in America have had their
mnplacable foes but they have also always had their
ud\'()cat.es. They have- known injustice and they have
l:no.wx} Justice—and they will know Justice again. Oppor-
tuiistic local politicians Lave tried to curry favor with
the ignorant by passing repressive measures against them;
lmt. tl.le courts, then as now, have declared the great
l.!m,]m'ny of these to be invalid. The Innigrant Japzinese
‘l‘nund conditions hard in this land, but they had come
from a place where life was harder still .They were
certainly subjected to social discrimination, but they came
from a country where a rigid easte system operated to the

(l'iszldvuutagc of most of them. Tor every bigot or poli-
tician who attempted to drive them into bhitterness, there
was a - teacher, a churclman, a decent eitizen who en-
couraged and inspired them. Even in this erisis, despite
the wicked attempt of some elements of the press and in
political life deliberately to confuse these hard-working
and innocent folk with the Japanese enemy, they do n()bt
lack sympathizers and defenders, ‘ )
Fortunately the forces of evil, past and present, are
not as all-powerful as the superficial would like to think.
'l'l.w.\’ have not suceceded in isolating these people or in
alienating then: from the main stream of American life.
Some time befere the outhreak of wap the young Ameri-
cans ol Japancie ancestry sent to Congress the Jupanese
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American Creed, alveady relerred to in outlining the in-
terest ol the Japanese American Citizens League, as an
expression of their faith and hope. There s no complaint,
no svllable of peevish hurt in it. The only bitternes: thui
may arise inconnection with it is that chastened bitterness
of the native white American who reads it and refleets
upon what we have done to these people.

When the die for diseriminatory evacuation was cast,
and every reasonable grounds for bitterness and resent-
ment existed, those of Japanese ancestry in this country
showed a ealm and serenity that was perlectly astonishing.
The National President of the Japanese Awmerican Citi-
zens League issued this message to the alffected section
of our population:

“We have carried on a good fight, to the best
of our ability, to safeguard the welfare of our
citizens and to give assurances that the Nisei citi-
zews, in the overwhelming main, are loyal and
patriotic Americans.  Despite our elforts, however,
the tide of public opinion has been too strong, al-
though numerous Caucasian friends have given us
splendid support and encouragement. These sym-
pathizers have been truly a pillar of strength for
thosze of us who gradually came to realize what the
inevitable outcome was going to be.

“Instead of harboring bitterness in our hearts,
we are most grateful for the confidence our Cauca-
sian {riends have reposed in us in our hour of trial.
We will surely demonstrate that their trust in us
is fully warranted, and that our Nisei citizens arve
capable of taking their full share of responsibility
in the crucial fight to defeat the enemics of our
country at home and abroad.”’™

On May 9, 1942, in a speech at Cleveland, Ohio, the
National Secretary of the Japanese American Citizens

77. DPucific Citizen, Marely 1, 1942, p. 1.
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League explained what his group resented and against
whom they held bitterness. He said:

“True, our evacuation has been and is—a bitter
pill to swallow. But we are not bitter against
the United States—we are bitter against Japan,
the nation whose ‘stab in the back’ forced us, who
happen to look like them, to pay the price for
their infamy and cowardice.”’™

Fven long alter evacuation, when the Japanese and
Aumierieans of Japanese descent who had lived peacefully
and uselully on the coast in happier days were languishing
in Relocation Centers, an event oceurred which tested
their faith and strength to the utmost. On October 19,
1942, 600,000 Ttalians were freed of the stigma of heing
classified as enemy aliens. Iven before the effective
date, the reaction of the less fortunate group of citizens
whose good name had not been cleared was registered
through the official organ of the Japanese American
Citizens  League.  That reaction should bring eternal
shame to those who would pile discrimination upon in-
Justice becanse of an unrealistic fear of fancied resentiment
for mistreatment suffered sometime in the past. Said
this editorial: ‘

“We hail the official recognition of what we
know too well: That being an alien from an enemy
country does not necessarily make one an cnemy
alien. The lifting of the ‘enemy alien’ from loyal
ltalians in this country is official, black-and-white,
down-in-writing recognition of this fact.”

In the concluding paragraph there are no invidious
comparisons, no reeriminations, no requests for special

78, Dacific Citizen, June 4, 1942, p. 5,
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favors.  There is simply and patriotically a plea for

A O ()=
cqual treatment hefore the law and an assoc fnted recog
nition ol the cause Tor which we are lighting:

“(fovernment recognition of ‘loyal ali.ens’ of
Ttalian, German and Japancse nationality AWIH serve
notice that we are fighting not races, but fv.ulse ideas
and the men who lfoster these idez}s. We are not
fighting those who by accident ol birth are Itahz}ns,
CGermans and Japanese and yet, in heart and mind,
are Americans. They too are allies.””™

8. Behavior of these Americans of Japanese an-
cestry could have been anticipated; Hawaiian Islands
versus Pacific Coast, a contrast.

Tt has heen said time and again that discriminaton:
evacuation was necessary because there was no way ol
knowing how persous of Japanese ancestry would have
hehaved in ease of an invasion of the Coast. No :11'gmnm§t
i< more Talse or more diseredited. Those who advance it
find it convenient 1o overlook entirely the fact that per-
sons ol Japanese ancestry resided in large nl}lll])(‘l;s at the
very place where Japan had attacked onr anl. When the
:xir.\\'a;-' filled with Pearl Harbor rumors of sabotage and
dislovaliy, these people were quick to say that wc.mn.\'t
1;1]((5.T'Iz1;\'zlii and Pearl Harbor as an indication of pre-
ciselv what would happen in case of an attack upon 1].1(-.
mni];l:md. Now that we do know what really happened in
Hawaii, now that we do know that persons of .Tapzmo.f(\
ancestry there fought in the armed forces, took their
¢ivilian posts, gave of their blood, and stoQ(l shoulder to
<houlder with others in repelling the invaders, we must

79. Pacific Citizen, October 15, 1942, p. 4.
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msist that the parallel then drawn between Hawaii and
the mainland be adhered to.s*

It has also been said that, although the vast wmajority
of those ol Japanese ancestry would undoubtedly have
been loyal, a few might have given help to the enemy,
and, therefore, evacuation of the whole group was ipera-
tive. This is an amazing doctrine to find soberly pro-
posed in a democracy. It is terrible enough to punish
individuals for misdeeds which others perform, but {o
punish them for misdeeds which others may conceivably
perform is close to unspeakable.

This argument, used as a justifieation for evacuating a
whole group because of the possible disloyalty of a few
anong them, is born of the idea that absolutely nothing
was done prior to evacuation to investigate or curb the
activities of the potentially subversive. If it can be
demonstrated that the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and other agencies performed their function faithfully
and intelligently enough to control all dangerous aliens,
this rationalization loses its weight and meaning. It
15 no seeret that IFederal Investigators carried on their
work in West Coast areas for five years before the out-
break of war. Long before hostilities opened on October
21, 1941, to be exact, I.B.1. Agents visited the Japanese
business distriet in Los Angeles, questioned the officers
ol Japanese organizations and confiscated records wlhich
they thought might be useful in controlling axis activi-

80, For evidence of the unqualified loyalty and patriotism of the Japanese
tesidents and Anerican Japanese in Hawail at the time of Pearl Harlor
attack, see:

Thomas Clark Blake, Remember Pearl Harbor, 1942.

Thomas Clark Blake, “Some Japanese in Hawaii,” Asia, 1942,

Thomas Clark Blake, “Japanese in Hawaii,” New Republic, Sep-
tember 14, 1942,

House Report No., 2124, 77th Congress, 2d Session, May, 1942 (Tolan
Report), pp. 48-38.

Loomis, Charles F., “Can Hawaii Take 14" Hawaii Educational Re-
ciew, April 1942,

Charles S. Bouclog, “Hawaii Shows Japan—and Asia,” Asia, 1942,
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tie=' O November 28U, new mmigration 1'(:;:;\}l:111011.<
went into effeet which prevented any allen leaving l'hu
Unitedd States without a valid passport, an alien 1'0;.,"1.~:-
{ration receipt, and a clearance cortilicate from his dralt
board.  his ruling was instituted as a dul'm.lse measure
{o prevent esplonage agents from operaling m the guise

ol lishermen™ , N
On December 10th, when  Attorney General Biddle
announesd  that the Federal Government had :n'rvsl.(-«l
2303 encmy aliens, among them 1,291 Japanese, he suid
“Pe arrests were made In accord.unce )\'iﬂ} X
plan of action made months ago alter 111vu.'stlgu_lu.n§
of the persons concerned. iveryone tz.ll;en into =and
cusiody had Dbeen under observation for more than
4 vear and had been listed either as a dangerous
aien or one that was considered that it would

be unwise not to apprehend. ¥ ¥ %7

Again on December 12, Mr. Biddle stated that arrests
were limited to persons whose activities had 1.)0,(511. um!vr
investization by the Federal Bureau of Investigatien tor
sone time™ . .

On January 29, on the recommendation of the War
Departinent, Mr. Biddle ordered all .lupnn‘ose, (im'l‘u:‘.n.
and Ialian alien enemies Irom vital areas m San b ran-
The Office of War Reports
7 announced

cisco and Los Angeles™?
its weekly publication ‘A Wecek of the War
on January 30th: ““Attorney. General Biddle ordered ull
German, .'l'.upzmesc, and Italian Nations to leave speciliel
vital areas in San Franeisco and Los Angeles by February
24, and announced that 27 additional prohibited v
recommended by the War Department would be published

 Los Aungeles Times, November 13, 1941
212 Los Augeles Times, November 28, 1941.
Q3. New York Times, December 11, 1041
st Aew York Tines, December 13, 1941,
83 New Yerk Times, January 30, 1942,
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later. Mr. Diddle said ‘several thousands’ aliens, mostly
Japanese, would be affected by this first order,’™s
The same publication anuounced on February Gth:

“Altorney General Biddle announced 86 areas
in California have been declared prohibited to alien
enewies, and in 12 others curfew restrictions have
been imposed.  The prohibited areas include the
entire coastline of California from the Oregon bor-
der south to a point approximately 50 miles north
ol Los Angeles, and extending inland for distances
arying from 30 to 150 miles. Mr. Biddle also
annowiced that, beginning Februarvy 15, 1942, 7
arcas in Washington and 24 in Oregon, will be
prohibited to Japanese, German and Italian aliens.
When the prohibitions become effective, any Axis
alien found on forbidden territory will be interned
for the duration of the war. 'The Justice Depart-
ment also said enemy aliens affected by the evacua-
tion orders must observe all the regulations that
are in effect concerning travel and change of resi-
dence.”’

In announcing this new move, Lawrence E. Davies,
wrote from San Francisco to the New York Times:

“The chief aim of the Department of Justice
and the War Department appeared to be the pro-
tection of vital industrial and waterfront areas trom
potential Fifth Columnists,”’7

On February 13th, the Office of Government Reports
revealed that Mr. Biddle had even designated 18 pro-
Libited aveas in the State of Arizona, from which all aliens
of German, Italian and Japanese nationality were to be
edcluded alter Februarvy 24, 19425 Early in February
e F.B.L had arrested 1361 Germans, 2007 Japanese and

———

o tA Week of War,” January 30, 1942, p. 8.

po New York Tiues, February 1, 1942,
85 ~A Week of War)” February 13, 1942,

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle



72

261 Ttalians and was holding them Lor appearance before
cnemy alien hearing boards. s .

Charles lglehart has indicated that the Departiment ol
Justl \ ough in iis investigation and
Justice was extremely thorough in its investigation ¢
detention ol suspected Japanese aliens, perhaps too
thorouglhi:

“In the first two days alter Pearl 1[:11'])01") ll‘w
Department of Justice threw its net z.n'ound ;,UU(:
Japanese aliens; later it raided 111)1)1'0.\:111111tgl)' ._,()()(l
wore; and all these are now in detention. 1 talke
with some of them at their camps and iound.tl_wm
living in very decent conditions and uncomplaining.

o . o
I understand that only one or two  a humln]d
were suspeeted of actual complicity in any sub-
versive activities; most of them had merely s.ulr
seribed to some Tund or belonged to some organiza-
T 2394
tion that was open to question.

’ 12, lidgar *of federal Burean
On July 18, 1942, 18dgar Hoover of the I uhm‘ .
ol invesiigation summed up the prewar work ol his or-
eanization and discussed the internal security of the
country in these words:
. N ARR 2]
“The attack on PPearl Harbor found the 1M.L.L
completely mobilized on a wartime hasis :m('i redtdy
for any cmergeney. In the first 24 hours alter the
attack more than 1,000 of the most dangerous enemy
‘ M b4
aliens were rounded up.

Those who argue that extremely dangerous clements
might have been among the evacuees, and \.vho .exu'ggo.r;ugf
1hev danger that a few persons with subversw.e inelinations
umight have achieved, ignore entirely these v1g9r0u>~ (:uuu-
ter measures and the long continued work of th%* I*.B.L
They would like to give the impression that nothing had

89. Newo York Times, February 5, 1942

90. Charles lglehary, “Citizens Behind Barbed Wire,” The Nation, J=u
6, 1942, p. G4V,

M Coboia it B in. o s A At i (L SN T T TS
i e T S

73

been done to sccure the West Coast or to cope with dis-
affected individuals.

Now we know from these and many more picces of
evidence that might be cited that vital defense areas were
being adequately protected; that the coast and sea lanes
were heing guarded from encmy agents; that suspicious
individuals had been hurried to internment at the onset
of the war and that the coast was secure from cverything
except intolerance.

To return again to the example of Hawaii, it is a
strange thing that all the arguments for West (Coast
evdeuation apply much more to g place where evacuation
never took place. It is said that the West Coast evacua-
tion was necessary because of danger from attack. Yet it
was at Hawaii that the first and most important attack of
the war took place and Hawaii is 1500 miles closer to the
main theatre of war in the Pacifie. 1t 1s said that evacua-
tion was necessary because of the numbers of persons of
Jupanese ancestry on the West Coast, yet in Hawaii they
represent 37 per cent of the population and on the West
Coast approximately 1 per cent. Hawaii too had its
Japanese language schools (and Chinese and Korean lan-
guage schools as well). Tt had Shinto Shrines, dual citi-
zens and residents who had taken trips to Japan. Hawaii
and the treatment of those of Japanese ancestry in
Hawaii are the enduring refutation that all these ““rea-
rons” for the West Coast evacuation will not endure the
tests of logice and time.

9. Military orders due to race prejudice.

(a) Organized anti-Japanese agitation had set the
slage for evacuation.

In his treatment of the heginnings of anti-Japanese
aZitation on ihe Paeifie Coast, a historian writes:

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle
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“Our story is one of race prejudice. A certain
cleinent on the Pacific Coast did not eare to live
clicek by jowl with the masses of the Orient—and
they did not hesitate to say so.”?

There is every reason to believe that evacuation is
simply an additional chapter in this un—Ame):‘icun niove-
ment, and not, as claimed, a matter ol striect military
necessity. he evidence indicates, to be very direet, that
a smull- but highly organized vigorously anti-Japanese
clement on the West Coast, particelarly in California,
took advantage of the fears, confusion, rumors and
emotions engendered by the war to press their fanatical
program, and that the formula of military necessity is a
face-saving device by which the nation now seeks to
excuse the extent to which it has yielded to the historie
Know-Nothingism ol the West.

o appreciate this fully, one must be somewhat con-
versant with the spiritual and political blight which has
been endemic in California for over 100 years. Says
Mears: _

¢(Calitornians have inherited a distinet color
prejudice from the early conquerors, whp found
the territory peopled with dark-skinned Indians zu}d
Spaniards. This feeling is not nearl.y S0 st-roug.m
the Pacific Northwest, where there 1s less imprint
from other than white races.”’”*

1 ! 3 Q 3 Tarra ity Py lacenr

Tn her cassie study of Chinese immigration, Prolessor

Coolidge has sketehed the background ol the emergence
of acule race antipathies in this region:

“Plie disorders in the mines of California in
the first years were due to many and complex

91. Thomas A. Bailey, Theodore Ruosevelt and the Japanese-American

Ln;g, pli. G. Mears, Resident Orientals Ou the American Pacific Coast.
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causes. The doctrine that California was for
Americans alone, and that all foreigners were tres-
passers, was acted upon under the impetus of greed
and jealousy, although not justified by law. Race
antipathy was mixed with the political doctrines of
Know-Nothingism which shortly afterward rolled
In a wave across the country from East to West.
In the West, the so-called Americans—native, nat-
uralized and unnaturalized — of whom a
considerable proportion were Irish Roman Catho-
lics, combined against the brown, black and yellow
foreigners in the mines.

“The anti-foreign feeling in California was un-
(uestionably intensified by the presence of Soutl-
erners, who comprised nearly one-third of her
population in the first decade. Of these a minority
were educated, pure-American stock who brought,
In some cases, their slaves with them and a pro-
found conviction that this should be a white man’s
country. But this class was greatly outnumbered
by immigrants from the border states of the Pike
county Missourian type, whose ignorance and ex-
treme race antipathies classed all persons, other
than Kuropean whites, together. South Americans,
South Kuropeans, Kanakas, Malays, or Chinese—
all were colored; even the French, partly because
they were of a darker skin and partly because they,
like the Spanish Americans were too high spirited,
were attacked as foreigners. The Germans, Irish
and Englishmen alone were excepted, although
many of them were not naturalized, and had far
less right in the country than the native Indians
and Spaniards.’’?

By the 1870’s, the Spanish-speaking people of Cali-
fornia had been subordinated, the Indians were prac-
tically eliminated, and other elements had shrunk in
numbers and influence.  The full force of this accumnlated

“3. Mary Roberts Coolidge, Chinese Imuigration, pp. 28-29.
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intolerance spent itsell on the hapless Chinese.  The n-
veetive and violence to which the Chinese were treated
have Tew pearallels in history.  The anties ol some poli-
{icians to win favor by anti-Oriental utterances was as
Fantastic then as is the behavior of their modern counter-
parts in the erusade against persons ol Japanese ancestry
today. Said Frank M. Pixley, representing the Munici-
pality of San IFrancisco before a Congressional Commitiee
in 1876
«“Phe Chinese are inferior to any race God ever
made * * % T think there are mone so low.
« % = Pheir people have got the perfection of
crimes of 1000 years. * * * 1 believe that the
Chinese have no souls to save, and if they have,
they are not worth saving.’

In 1877, the California “Senate released a Memorial
which raged against the Chinese in the State. One para-
graph is enough {o convey its temper:

“Puring their entire settlement in Californ.ia,
they have never adapted themselves to our habits,
mode of dress, or our educational system, have
never learned the sanetity of an oath, never de-
sired to become citizens, or to perform the duties
of citizenship, never discovered the difference l)}--
tween right and wrong, never ceased the worship
of their idol gods, or advanced a step beyond the
traditions of their native hive. Impregnable to all
the influences of our Anglo-Saxon life, they remain
the same stolid Asiaties that have floated on the
rivers and slaved in the fields of China for thirty
centuries of time.””® :

To properly evaluate the worth of the current lund

cliarees against persons ol Japunese ancestry, 1t 1s helprul.

o

94, 1bid., p. 96.
Y3, 1bid., p. 87.
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to review one or two of the tvpical statements from
“statesmen’’ ol an ecarlier decade. James D. Phelan,
Mayor of San Francisco from 1897-1901 and later United
States Senator from California, was the author of this
~piteful judgment:

“The Chinese are without home and families;
patronizing neither home, school, library, church
nor the theater; lawbreakers addieted to vicious
habits; indifferent to sanitary regulations and
breeding disease; taking no Liolidays and respecting
no anniversaries; but laboring incessantly and sub-
sisting on practically nothing for food and clothes,
@ condition to which they have been inured for
centuries; they enter the lists against men who

h-ave been. b-rought up by our civilization to family
life and civie duty.’”

Even as late as 1906, George C. Perkins, United States
Senator from California, dipped into his florid vocabulary
to find still more offensive terms in which to deseribe the
Chinese residents of his commonwealth:

“Bringing  with them slavery, concubinage,
prostitution, the opium-vice, the disease of leprosy,
the offensive and defensive organization of clans
and guilds, the lowest standard of living known,
and a detestation of the people with whom they
live and with whom they will not even leave their
hones when dead, they form a community within a
community and there live the Chinese life.’”7.

It was toc much to expeet that all this spleen would
wexietly disapnear after the Chinese had heen exeluded
std outraged.  The animus was easily transferred to the
reXt comers, (he Japanese.

oI p A2
. Ibid p. 42
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Sporadie agitation aimed at the Japanese in Aneriea
Began as early as 1890, but it did not reach organized
and formidable proportions until 1905, On May 7 of that
vear, the Japanese and Korean Iixclusion League, later
to hecome the Asiatie Mxclusion League, was founded,
with the express purpose ol extending the Chinese Ix-
clusion Taw to the Japanese. The organizer and first
president of . the body was O. A. Pyeitmoe, a Norwegian
inigrant who hecamme a powerful lahor leader in San
Francisco and saw the political possibilities of anti-
Japanese agitation.  Some time later, it was discovered
{hat this worthy had been convicted of forgery in 1892
and had been senteneed to eighteen months in a Minnesota
state prison.

The scerelary of the Japanese-Korean Tixclusion
League was a man named Arthur 1. Fowler, who at-
tempted to duplicate Tveitmoe’s success in Seattle, where
he had been employed as a cook prior to his elevation.
While Fowler was more honest than Tveitinoe, he was
evidently less stable, for in September, 1907, he was
adjudged insane and commitied to the asylum at Stella-
coom, Washington.™ ‘

This curious chain of events eaused Arthur 1. Pope,

Professor of Philosophy of the University of California -

to exclaim, ““The fact that the anti-Japanese agitation
was inaugurated by a eriminal, n co-operation with a
lanatie furthered by labor agitators and sustained by a
vellow press, ought in itself have been enough to damn
it oo Em

But, unfortunately, it was not damned. Instead, the
path was blazed and the tone set by the criminal and
the insane for future anti-Japanese manifestations. The
arcmments that these indeseribably ignorant, violent and

ur. 10, K. Kawakami, Anmerican-Japanese Relations, pp. 304-05; 324-25.
gy, In K. K. Kawakami, The Jupanese Question, A Symposiun, p. 18,
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\.'ulgar mobsters invented and utilized, those absurd and
false generalities of unassimilability, treachery (lis'l:(m-
esty, .zm(l lmmorality, are the very ones \\'hich. ,L‘lll]);‘lli%]l
the diatribes of today against this minority croup | J-n-
loleran.ce needs no new arguments so lox‘lqbas i't has
convenient victims., ) |
.’l‘here 1s no need to recite in detail the history of
antl-Japanese agitation on the West Coast.’®® The Ja -
:l‘nese and Korean Exclusion Leagne grew into ﬂie A\siatli)c
Exclusion League. The Asiatie Excl{lsion League l‘»e anie
the Calilornia Joint Committec on Innnis;'ru{k;l ;If;t(‘l't its
g«)zll,' the Asiatic exclusion provision, be(;ame part oi' 111;x
Immigration Aect of 1924. This alone proves that thc;
program of these racists was clastic, opportunistic and
fnsatia.ble. Their true goal, whatever the pretense :md
mnnedluf,e stalto.d objective, was, and is, persecution—
persecatlon without reason or end. This was no less
true at the time of evacnation. They reduced ])zltl‘i()tis:;l
to loathsome lies and saerificed a d‘efenseless people on
the altar of greed and hate. Their stated concern was
merely the safety of the coast and the welfare of th.c
t‘(?lllltl"\' which they wished to protect. Ifor the benefit
ol churchmen, educators and friends of (lmn()(-rn)cv they
shed an ()(f.cusi(mal crocodile tear because ““the ix'n’mcon-t'
lx.:ul to suffer with the guilty.”” But, as soon as evacua-
tion became an accomplished fact, the fangs were bared
:l‘nd tl.l’(‘, s.tor.y changed. Evacuation was used as a
proof’’ of disloyalty or incipient disloyalty. Campaigns

. to disenfranchis Sty
anchise the citizens, to deport the aliens, to

n . T O
deport everycne, were launched. And this war within

100. For a goo:d sketch of the hi i
. the history of Anti-Japanese agitati c
.'I‘.;IE‘):FLNX 2}}2:15\1 Ol?,zpcjgfnmx%ee Rep(l)rt), 1\13)’{922, p- '71."2-!‘1)?)“0[»]\11? clc_)Ix?:.let
hoomas A, l‘}uc]-l “l)c‘ l.m' vascuell and the Japanesc-Awerican Crisis:
N nd L. ] . velopment of Anti-Japanese Agitation i e
o il “Developm apanese Agitation in the United
. al Quarterly, 192 -8 1. ¢ illis, 7
Jupanese Problem in the Umited Stalcs, 1113'2_%)-.2%7 Sl M A Millis, The
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2 war, this invasion of the rights of a minority at home,
‘ < . h - ; ' | :
{hix vieious, relentless attack on the security ol women,
' 1 - N - -] N
children and the aged, continues at the present tuue

(b) Seclfisk interests took advantage of the war situa-
tion to advocate evacuation.

The ‘]‘(‘al story of evacnation is the histm:y of a mih-
tant and vicious minority, who for sellish gains, took zuli
vantage of the nation’s ignorance of the real issue, a_n(1
by contusion and distortion, caused the umvarrap@
v:xclusiun of a defenseless people. On ]*‘cl)l:uury 21, Law-
rence Davies sent an hmportant s.pecial. (hsputc.h. {o ﬂlc
New York Times in which he reported, ‘18, M. Seliel.'t, :] I,
president of the Grower-Shipper Vegetable Association,

{okes the position that ‘for the protection of Tuture gen- -

co . s n
erations of Californians and Americans, no Japanese, eve
. . o 0
though he be born in Ameriea, should be permitted to ow
bl i . X )

land.? 2’ Thus (did an organization, which had been in
competition with growers and marketers of J upunTest?
ancestry, {ry to solve its economie problems in the Naz
¢ * AR B
" i 2 942, a little more
In an article published in May, 1942, a I le j
Heht is shed on the feverish activities ol this organization.

oht is she
To quote:

“Phe Salinas Vegetable Growers-Shlppers.AF:
sociation had just published a brochurq entl.tl‘(z(’t{
NO JAPS NEEDED, to counteract a w]jdeip‘lea.(f
impression that Califormans would. g0 1(11111,.;1_\; i
the Japanese truck gar(}eners were removed. -
The dislike of the militant Growers-Shlppe‘ls. ‘s-
cociation for the valley’s Jupm}cs'e fa_rmor.s 1s ‘u;
old and bitter one. The as§0(:1at10n is complo‘se(
of a few score large-scale white growers j\thol eaie
lands, produce lettuce, carrots and other fresh veg

101. New York Times, Feb. 22, 1942.
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etables the vear round in the Salinas, Imperial and
Salt River valleys for the Eastern markets, * » *

“Shortly after December seventh, the associa-
tion dispatehed its managing secretary, Austin I,
Anson, to Washington to urge the Federal author-

. ities to remove all Japanese from the area. Anson
pointed out to the War and Navy departments, the
Attorney (leneral, to every congressman who would
lixten to him, how the Nalinas valley sloped off
into Monterey Bay, a most Imviting landing place
for an invading army; how the valley’s Japanese,
if they chose to do so, might blow up bridges,
disrupt traffic and sahotage defense.

“We're charged with wanting to get rid of
the Japs for selfish reasons,’”” Anson told me. ““We
might as well be honest. We do. * = = If all
the Japs were removed tomorrow, we’d never miss
them in two weeks, hecanse the white farmers ean
take over and produce everyvthing the Jap grows.
And we don’t want them back when the war ends,
either,’?102

In this manner, we get some insight into the origin
of the “‘nilitary necessity?’ argument. The speectacle of
that hardy veteran of the war to control lettuce, A,
Anson, lecturing the generals on military strategy and
the vulnerability of the west coast, is one of the degrad-
ing episodes of the world conflict.

That neither Mr. Taylor nor Mr. Anson have exag-
serated the influence of the selfish economic motive in
evaenation is supported hy the textimony hefore the Tolan
Commiittee of Flovd Oles, manager of the Washington
Produce Shippers Association, a cooperative formed by
Caucasian and American-Japanese farmers who were en-
gaged in marketing fresh produce for castern markets,
Mr. Oles told the committee:

102. Frank J. Taylor, “The Peo

ple Nobody Wants,” Saturday Fvening
Post, May 9, 1943, p. 24 ot seq.
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“In this area, farming 1is d(-m.e, as you hfLVO
already discovered, by small individual iarme?:
imlop(e'nd(mt farmers. In our ]argest ?Ol}ll}?e ll.lm
area in California, the wmajor 1)01'.t10n of tlf, pro-
duction is in the hands of farming corpmatlon?
who do business on a grand scale. As onetlo‘
them explained it to me on the phonef. ’ﬂm. 0 lﬁ:
day, ‘You people have been a pin prick .m o‘ "
back for a long time.up there, with your -§(11]l‘:)f
production, and we think now we can get i
T J .
}Ou‘.‘\\’hether that is a large or small issue, gr
activating motive, I think .that. it should' not be
overlooked, hecause T receive in the' .m‘al.ll every
day mnow, from these people in Cahfon.ua, c_(nl-
siderable volumes of pr'opagz_mda on tl}1§ 1poma,
cagerly sceking evaenation for commercial re
sons,’ 108

1 ! k4 Ty J . Yd

Similar evidence was given by Mus. E‘bt}Jl‘el 1S .]:03\‘ g:

president of the Yakima MeKinley Parent leac 1e1p n-;n
sociation and a prominent resident and business wom:

. 1 . T n-
of the region, in her appearance before the Tolan Com

miltee. In a prepared statement Mrs. Boyd wrote:

$6x * *

But there now develops on the part
of some white people the desire to get rid olf t-h?(]}
Japanese who have worked 50 diligently, e(‘ue‘a e(r
their children well, and achieved some.n:ezri:s%leﬂo
financial security. The great ecry (31'. lect< dle
Japanese out of the Sfaklma Valley is not due
to fear of sabotage; it is du.e to econom‘lc reas;u.l:.
As one person naively explained to m‘e, Thfa ’:V ?1 ?‘
farmer would have more land and more water ]11
he could get rid of the Japanese, and he (iou I(
demand a higher price for his farm produce. 1s
this a more patriotic attitude than th’at of ttxe
Japanese man who said to me, ‘T -doﬁ 1:I wyz?ntt i(;
make a profit this year, Mrs. Boyd; a wan

103. Hearings Before the Tolan Committee, Part 30, p. 11432.
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to raise a crop and have cnough to feed my wife
and mysel{? 779

When Mrs. Boyd was being interrog:

ated by members
of the Committee, she responded, in answer to Congress-

man Bender’s desire to know whether white men were
using the cemergency as a means of cheating those of
Japanese ancestry of their property: “I am positive
that many of them feel that it is a golden opportunity
for that. T had one man say, ‘Well, we will kick the
dapanese off the reservation (Yakima Indian Reservation,
where land is leased to outsiders for agricultural pur-
poses), and we will give the white man a chance,” 77104

The depths of parvanimity, in which the authors de-
seended to pidgin-English to express their contempt for
the unfortunates whom they ecant to disﬁossess, is the
statement lianded the Tolan Committee by the executive
seeretary of the Seattle Retail Florists’ Association,

Said this hody, to which any competition is, presum-
ably, “infiltration’’:

““The Japanese infiltration into the floral indus-
try is one of economic penetration with all its
many ramifications, and mdifference to all laws—
Federal, State and city. This is accomplished with
the bland expression ‘Me, no understand.’ = * »
Our experience has shown us that the majority of
Japanese, American or alien born, are not Ameri-
can citizens in the frue sense of the word and we

wholeheartedly endorse any program of evaeua-
tiOI].”l"G

The pressure for the prostitution of our war aims {o
meet the unblushing demands of selfish economie interests

continues.  In the Awmerican Nurseryman for Octoher 1,
—_—

104, Hearings Before the Tolan Committcee, Part 30, pp. 11384-11585,
105, Hearings Before the Tolan Committee, Part 30, pp. 11610-11611.
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1942, it is revealed that a group within an industry in
which persons of Japanese uncestry once had strong
representation were not deterred by the national emer-
geney Irom taking steps looking to the future, for it is
reported: *‘Concluding the meeting, Ray D. Hartman
requested, for the resolutions committee, that action be
urged on the part of the federal and state agencies to
prevent the reestablishment of the Japs in California
after the war.”’

Describing the demands for the evacuation, Clarence
1. Rust testified before the Tolan Committee:

tex * * The clamor seems to come from cham-
bers of commerce, Associated Farmers, and the
newspapers notorious as spokesmen for reactionary
interests.  In view of this fact, effort should be
made to determine whether there is any connection
between the clamor for the dispossession of the
Japanese farms and the desire of these clainer-
ing interests to get possession of the Japanese
competition.’’tv¢

A report, submitted by lirie C. Bellquist of the Depart-
ment of Political Science of the University of California,
to the Tolan Committee reveals that:

““As the committee has had awmple evidence
already, popular resentment toward the cnemy is
already finding expression in discrimination and
even physical violence against fellow residents of
alien extraction; distrust, for example, of the Jap-
anese government being transferred to all persons
of Japanese race, citizens and aliens alike.

**Here on the coast we have a radio commenta-
tor who views the news at 9 o’clock in the morning.
IFor some time, he has been urging that every
Japanese, alien or citizens he transplanted to the

106. Teolan Committee, Part 29, Sun Francisco Hearings, Fxhibit 9, p.
11254 '
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other sigle of the Rockies. In appeal after appeal
h(; .hus meited the people and aroused their sus.
prelon.  We have a lormer far castern newspaper
correspondent who, toward the end, had difficulties
In Japan and has since been reviling the Japanese
In our country and urging restrictive action of {ar-
reaching scope against both aliens and citizens.
We have certain interests in the State—some agri-
cultural, some ‘patriotic,” some closely  aflilintd
with certain newspapers—which have long  heen
hostile to orientals in general as well as other
aliens, and which have now found a golden oppor-
tunity to come out against the Japanese on the
Pacific coast. City councils and county boards ol
supervisors have been passing restrictive ordi-
nances, petitioning the Congress to enact legislation
against our Japanese, and in many respects to take
over functions properly belonging to the National
Governmuent. The mayors of our two largest cities,
as well as many smaller ones, have lost their com-
posure along with the rest. The State personnel
board at Sacramento has sought to take action con-
travening the Constitution as well as the expressed
sentiment of our highest officials, including the
President.

‘“Altogether, as the committee has witnessed, the
State of California, as well as Oregon and Wash-
ington, has been giving a demonstration of lack of
balance and outright intolerance which will blacken
its record for many years to come. If our public
authorities have thus succumbed to hysteria, one
can well understand, if only deplore, the louse-
wives who dismiss Japanese gardeners and servants
and farmers who discharge help because of eitizen-
ship or extraction. On the whole, the public has
not shown so much hate or spite, except as it has
been incited to do so. But pressure groups and
shortsighted politicians facing an election vear arc
out for blood and wholesale internment. Jingoes
are endeavoring, under the cover of wartime flag-
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waiving patriotism, to do what they always wanted
to do in peacetime—get rid of the Japanese, har-
ness labor, and frighten the hbeml?', as Louis
Iischer has just pointed out in one of his reports
from the coast. '

“Irom the hearings which the committee has
conduected, 1 am sure that its members mqst have
obtained a suspicion that the attitude which now
prevails cannot be a matter of mere change; that
it is rather the result to no small extent of organ-
ized pressure. Certainly the course of events
would appear so to indicate. o ’

“Despite the treacherous nature of Japan s at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, there was no m:mcdta_te
retetion of suspicion of aliens in California. While
at the outset our people were naturally somewhat
confused and alarmed at the events ol e.urly De-
cember, there was little hysteria.  Californians ke}‘)t.
their heads remarkably well. There were few 1t
any serious denials of civil rights to either aliens
or citizens of Japanese race on account of the war. As
lute as December 29, 1941, the Northern Cul}iornml
Connnittee on Fair Play for Citizens and Aliens of
Japanese Ancestry could ib}sue a statement express-
ing general satisfaction with .thc manner in which
the American tradition ol fair play had_ been ob-
served.  As its release of that dute‘indlca'ted, all
the organs of public influence and mio.nuutmn had
discouraged mob violence and plefuled 101-. tolerance
and justice for all Jaw-abiding residents ol whatever
race. Federal and local officials charged \\'lt}l.nl.:l}ll-
{aining order and suppressing subversive act10v1tlcs
Lad shown both vigor and sympathetic consu}era-
tion in the fulfillment of their duties, and private
¢ivic agencies had acted promptly to handl.e the
manv difficulties encountered by J apanese 1'951(101115
on account of mnecessary wartime restrictions on
persons and property. ‘

“Tn brief, up to the end o.i: the year, there'_]uul
heen no panic and little infringement upon rights

ORI AL NN P T Mt Aa L (T G B AN IS

11242 and 11243,
108. A Touchstone of Demacracy,
gregational Christian Churches, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York,
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and liberties. The people were calim and went about
their business in getting ready to face the war,
maintain morale, and put forth the common cffort
necessary to meet and defeat the forces of brutal-
tarianisui.

“In short, there was no popular clamor for
compreliensive restrictions or mass evacuation.
Not until inflammatory commentators on the
‘enemy-alien  menace’ undermined popular con-
fidence did the present hysteria arise. 1 cannot
believe that this is just a matter of chance. The
comnuittee will do well to endeavor to ascertain
Just what lies behind present clamor. What arve the
real motives?

“The appraisal which I have here made has heen
confirmed by several of the more thoughtiul wit-
nesses appearing before the committee. 1t is shared
by most persons who are really familiar with the
problem and have no ax to grind, persons farsighted
enough to consider the Nation’s interest in the
future as well as the present.’’1vs

Galen M. Fisher has summnarized this anti-Japanese
cabal as follows:

“1t would be quite false to charge that all ad-
vocates of evacuation were self-seeking or race-
biased, but it is true that among them were the
professional anti-Orientalists, such as the Hearst
press, and certain politicians, merchants, farmers
and realtors who itched for a chance to turn the
anti-Japanese agitation to their own profit.

“Sugh were some of the major forces that drove
the nation, as by fateful necessity, to adopt the
drastie policy of indiseriminate evacuation of citi-
zens and non-citizens alile, of Japanese ancestry, s

Tolan Committee, Part 29, San Francisco Hearings, Exhibit 7, pp.

Council for Social Action of the Con-
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10. Americans of Japanese ancestry are just as
loyal as any other group of American citizens.

Unfounded allegations and inferences have b_cen con-
stantly circulated suggesting that Americans of Jup.ancse
:uwcst.r.\' are a peculiur people, who, because of thelr an-
cestry per se, are more dangerous and disloyal than any
other group of citizens. N

It is interesting in this connection to note that specitic
charges” which prove these allegations have never been
made, but rather that false generalizations based upon
half-truths and distorted conclusions have been permitted
to cloud the real issues as to the intrinsic loyalty and
allegiance ol this much-maligned minority.. o

But, hefore examining these vicious 1'at10112111zat1(?115 to
determine their validity, let us look into the logie be-
hind the arguments that persons of Japanese uncest.ry
possess cither inherent characteristiecs or have been in-
doctrinated in such a manner as to permit a reasonable
classification for evacuation based solely upon race. By
this theory, there is hmputed to each person of Japanese
ancestry those qualities which the calamity howlers h.ave
imputed to this racial group as automatically Possessmg.
No more vicious doetrine could be invented. Without any

proof whatsoever, these people allege that the Ju]?ullese
have a tendency to bhe disloyal, are ancestor-worshippers
(henee look to Japan for their spiritual ullegiance), are
Japanese nationalists, and in general are outside the .pal.e
of the American cultural pattern. 1t follows, so it 1s
claimed, that every person with any amount of Japanese
hluod possesses these qualities.

Although the Court apparently approved the conLept
ol “wuill by association” in Whituey v. California, 274
. S, 357 ('hut with a dissent by Justices Brandeis and
Holmes), the Court in later cases has moved away from
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this position and has emphasized the importance of the
individual guilt or innocence. Herndon v. Lowery, 301
U. 8. 2425 De Jonge v. Oregon, 299 U. S. 353,

In the cases cited, the question involved was whether
guilt should attach to the defendant mer ely because of his
assoclation with an organization of allegedly subversive
character. The Court did not, in the later cases cited, go
into the views of the o organization but held that regardless
of what they were, the defendant could be found guilty
only if he himself advocated proscribed views.

All these cases involved alleged membership in, or
association with, a political organization. Such adher-
enee, if any, is obviously a matter of choice. But what
choice has a person to determine into what race he shall
be born?  If, as Chafee, in his ““ IPree Speech in the United
States’ says, ““‘This idea (of guilt by association) is ab-
solutely abhorrent to every American tradition * * *2

’
when applied to membership in proseribed organizations,

“a foritori, it is even more abhorrent where guilt is at-

tached to membership in a particular race. .

1t 1s clear, therefore, that this arbitrary grouping to-
gether ol all persons of Japanese blood into one category
without individual examinations oy hearings is not only
ilogical but also manifestly unfair and un-American.
Without these (individual examinations and hearings),
one of the wmost cardinal principles of American and
Anglo-Saxon jurisprudence has been violated, namely:
that guilt is personal in character and cannot he assumed
on the basis of association.9?

It is, of covrse, no answer (o claim that guilt is not an
issue in these cases at bar, nor that punishment has not
been inflicted.  This Court, for example, has not applied
the ““guilt by association’’ doctrine in deportation eases,

109. Sce Chafce, op. cit. pp. 470-484.
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which are not eriminal in nature. U. S. ex rel. Vajlauer
v, Cormick, 273 U, 8. 103, Furthermore, it is argued that
persons ol Japanese blood {euded towards ““rmsocial”
behiavior, which implies some clements of “ouilt”’) at least

Whether or not strictly criminal in nature, exclusion
certainly is a deprivation of liberty.

Since we cannot justly presume that cvery individnal
person ol Japanese ancestry possesses the alleged char-
acteristics of the Japanese race, let us examine the
claimed characteristies of this particular race, for their
validity.

[t Lhas been charged that American citizens of Japanese
ancestry are disloyal.  If Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, 1934
edition, page 769, definition of loyalty, ‘‘adherence to
law,”” is to be used as a criterion of loyalty, none can
dispute that Americans ol Japanese ancestry have the
Lest record of any nationality group in this regard. The
rocords of the eriminal courts in all communities in which
Japanese resided are unilormly conspicuous for their lack
ol arrests and convictions of Japanese Tor law violations,
including the most petty ones.

As far as we know, there have been no reported cases
of arrests of any American of Japanese ancestry for
violating the sabotage sections, espionage acts, sedition
laws, and state eriminal syndicalism regulations hefore,
on, and since the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Tolan
Committee Reports contain pages upon pages of testi-
wmony to the effect that no sabotage occurred in Hawaii

on December 7, 1941, contrary to the circulated rumors of
ifth columm activities there which furnished the race-
Laiters and professional Oriental-haters with their excuse
for demanding the exelusion of persons of Japanese an-
cestry from the Pacifie Coast.!™? '

1a. Tolan Committee, Preliminary Report, House Report #l‘jll, P 2;
Jth Report, p. 48 ol seq.
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. Not only is the record for law-ohedience unusual inso-
!u' 1.15. this group is concerned but also in their slm\\'i.n“'
- eivie partivipation.  Americans of Japanese :’.nmw"-:
an.d their resident national parents Lave consistently um
tnbuted more to such appeals for financial aid as the ]’mi
Cross, Community Chest, Infantile Paralysis, and Dci'e;x;o
and War Bond drives. 1t is a matter 01 co’nnnon lmu\'-'l-‘
edge on the Pacific Coast that the campaigns of ;\mcric-\m
.laq?anese are the only ones which consistently over-suLb-
jcrlbe their quotas. Indeed, even though Azznericun:s of
apanese ancestry now residing i ‘ar R ic
Centers are l'ecei)ving 0111\'51:1:'2Tve111s;[\l:]tee N d-l Lel?catl%l
3 » Sixteen, and ninetedd
dollars per month for their labors, most of them atuzé
subseribing at least ten per cent of their total wages {o
War Bonds and Stamps. Too, the American sol‘dri\c;w &
Ja}?aflese ancestry stationed at Camp Shelby, Missi.\:‘si.pl;(%
training for special combat service, purchased $100 Gfg;
worth of War Bonds in two days, after learnine 01',tlﬁ*
oxec';u.ti()ns' mm Tokyo of American airmen, accordh;v' to tl@
Pucific Citizen, April 29, 1943. When the “DBU\' ?}
Bomber” campaign was conducted in San IP 'ancisco‘l-lét
l"ebru.ury, the San Francisco chapter of the Jz;pzm;gﬂ
x.\merlcan Citizens League received nation-wide publicity
for their leadership in raising funds to buy a bhomber t.u
bomb Tokyo. All of these should indicate t'hat ;\mcri‘("m\-
of Japanese ancestry are interested in their counhj""
wellare and future. >
.Another well-known trait of American Japanese is
their ability to remain off the relief rolls because oi'v tinei;'
thrift, pride, and ambition. The National Secretary of
the Japanese American Citizens League called these 1mat-
ters to the attention of the Tolan Committee at the San
IPranciseo hearings. o
An interesting sidelight on this matter of lovalty is
the fact that practically every person of Japunes;a an.re;-
try who fought in the armed forces of the United Stz:tés
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during the first World War becane members of the
Meriean Legion, .

Anothier noteworthy fact is that nmmediately Tollowing
the outhreak ol war, the Governor ol Calilornia and ?nost
ol the political leaders on the West UuusF spoke ol tl.m
fovalty ol Americans ol Japanese ancestry in no uncertain
10‘1'1115. and called for tolerance and fair play l'(_n' these
people. The Pacific Citizen, official organ of t.‘he J tpanese
American Citizens League, leatured these stories and testi-
monials in their New Year’s edition for ].5)42.. The
National Seeretary and Field lixecutive, in a speclu.l pre-
pared statement, called attention to these uncqunmnl
evaluations ol the loyalty ol American Japanese. It was
not until the organized campaign for evacuation began
that these same political leaders changed their tune and
bhegan to insinuate that Japanese Americans could not he
trusted. '

Still another example which may shed somcihght on
the question ol allegiance is the fact that many Japanese
Awmericans, long hefore December 7, 1941, took .tl.ie neces-
sary legal steps to renounce their Japanese c1t1zenshlp,‘
over which they had no control because ol t-he laws ol
Japan, and thereby renounced 1'01'ever”all thel.r_pro.pert.\'
rights in Japan. A naval intelligence oihccjr, wrltu.xgt_v; in tlfe
October, 1942, issue of Harpers ./ngas-m.e, verlTi-les. this
statement by stating: “A great many of the Nisel had
taken legal steps through the Japanese C(msulat”e 'and t]ne.
Government of Japan to divest themselves officially ol
Japancese eitizenship (dual citizen'shlp) even t!lough“b)
so doing they became legally dead in the'eyes.ol the Jap-
anese law and were no longer eligible t? inherit any prop-
erty which they or their fami_lies might huve' held in
Japan.”” 1t would seem that t]u:% ¢omuIon practice \\'(')uld
certainly indicate the true allegiance ol many American
Japanese.
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To the charge that American citizens of J
cestry were clannish and unassimilable,
American Citizens League points to the records which
show that, as the years went by and young Japanese
Aniericans grew into maturity, more and more of their
people were actively participating in the Americ
They point out that, in proportion to their numbers, more
Japanese Amerieans have been valedictorians and honor
students in their respective schools and colleges than any
other group. They point out that several of their athletes,
like Bill Kajikawa, have won all-American hLonors in
their respective fields. They point out that, again in pro-
portion to their numbers, more Japanese Americans have
held elective offices in their schools and colleges than
almost any other minority group. As a matter of faet,
this spring, Kenji Okuda, an evacuce transfer student
from the University of Washington, was elected student
body president at Oberlin College, in Ohio. This is Just
one instance to illustrate how far Americans of Japanese
ancestry have been accepted by their fellow Americans.
The same intelligence officer (uoted previously in
Harpers Magazine, after a thorough examination of the
subject for the Navy, wrote as follows:

apanese an-
the Japanese

an seene,

“The Americanization of the Nisei is far ad-
vanced. The attitude of the Isse; parents has had
a great influence on the Nisei children. The last
Issei to enter the United States did so in 1924—
eighteen years ago. Ameriean influences have
alfected these Issei, consciously or unconsciously,
directly or indirectly, since that time. It must be
remembered that one of the chief factors affecting
the Americanization of the parents has heen the
children themselves—in the reports they bring back
from their school life, their play, and their asso-
ciation with white American children,

“These factors have worked to a greater or
lesser degree on the individual Isse; parents. The
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real conflict hetween the two ideologies, American
and Japanese, is in the Isser, for they have their
hackground of life in Japan and must struggle to
reconeile these two very different phases of their
lives.

“1t must therefore be conceded that the Ameri-
canization of the Nisei e¢hildren has proceeded with
at least the tacit consent, if not the active co-opera-
tion, of many ol the Japanese-horn parents.’’

The Americanization of Americans of Japanese an-
cestry has gone much further than most people believe
possible, and this, in spite of the many barriers placed in
their way.

According to the authorities, the ““ancestry’ of those
Autericans born of Japanese parents is no barrier to their
appreciation of and participation in American life. More-
over, it ix absurd to claim that any race is inmately in-
apable of assimilation into American life, for modern
American culture is a pattern of elements whieh have
originated with many peoples and in all quarters of the
elobe.  Professor Ralph Linton of Columbia University
hasx, in his Study of Man, wittily deflated this indefensible
and undemocratic notion, the child of ignorance and pro-
vineialisi

“Our solid American cilizen awakens in a bed
built on a pattern which originated in the Near
Last but which was modified in Northern Furope
helore it was transmitted to America. He throws
back covers made from cotton, domesticated in Tu-
dia, or linen, domesticated in the Near Kast, or wool
from sheep, also domesticated in the Near Iast, or
silk, the use of which was discovered in China.
* * * He takes off his pajamas, a garment in-
vented in India, and washes with soap invented by
the ancient Gauls. He then shaves, a masochistic
rite which seems to have been derived from cither
Sumer or ancient ligypt. * * *
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“Wlhen our friend has finished cating he setfles
!)zlck to smoke, an American Tndian ]mb?t‘ consuu;
ing a plant domesticated in Brazil. * =* =+ \\"hil(:
smoking he reads the news of the dav imprinted
m charaecters invented by the ancient S(:mit'e\' upon
a material invented in China b . e
I Germany. Az he absorbs the aceouns of foreien
troubles he will, if he ix 3 good conservative (‘ili?(:‘l;‘
thank a Hebrew deity in an Indo-European language
that he is 100 per cent American.”’ TeTA

¥V oa process invented

Unscientifie too, is this blanket condemmation of a
whole group of people. If individual differcnces are not
to ho. recognized in this country, if the individual per-
xonality is not to he respected, it Nuzi notions of mass oy
race guilt are fit evidence to place before an Amm;ic'm
court, \\:Imt (uarrel can there be with the tota]itariahs 7‘

[n.]ns book, Prometheus, Professor H. 8! Jennings has
cnunciated the scientifie basis for individuality :m(lh inci
dentally, for democracy: a ’ -

“m RS ) .
s v;ary pair .oi human parents contains thou-
.].m(is of pairs ol the packets of chemicals on whicl,
W Y :

development depends.  From these a sof js drawn
dlm.ost at random * # *5 this constitutes (he
11}01‘1tage of the child. Any pair of parents wmav
01lhu‘sl'f][_?loduce, not. mqre]y thousands, but milli(m;,
! different COIIlbII_]at.IOIIS, each yielding a child of
different characteristics.”’

. And .]’l'ol‘essor Franz Boas, the leading anthropologist
of 'nu.r .tune, has eloquently struck out in liis The ]l['z'm? of
rimitive Man, at the shabby habit of thought which
underlies appellant’s argument: )

~ *“Our tendency to evaluate an individual accord-
ing to the picture that we form of the class to
}\’hl(‘h we assign him, although he mav not 1'oei.1111\‘
mner conneetion with that class, is 2 survival of
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primitive Forms of thought.  The characteristies of
the members of the class are highly variable and
the type that we construet from the most Frequent
characteristics supposed to belong to the class is
never more than an abstraction hardly ever realized
in a single individual, often not even a result of
observation, but an often heard tradition that de-
termines our judgment. :
“Ireedom of judgment can bhe attained only
when we learn to estimate an individual according
o his own ability and character. Then we shall
find, if we were to seleet the hest of mankind, that
all races and all nationalities would be represented.”

Seienee, therefore, disposes effectively of the idea that
individuals of a group are all alike in personality or thut
racial characteristies either of an individual or a group
necessarily prevent assimilation.  The question, then, i
whether Americans whose parents or more remote an
cestors happened to be born in Japan have faken ad.
vantage of American institutions and have made a con
scientious effort to identify themselves with American
ideals and American standards.

Ifortunately, it 1s not necessary to guess or to resort to
empty verbalism about' the matter.  The question bas
heen thoroughly investigated a number of times. In
1937 W. C. Smith, Professor of Sociology at TLinfield
College, published his Americans in Process: A Stui
of Our Citizens of Oriental Amcestry. This hook is nit
devoted to the study of those of Japanese ancestry alone,
hut it is eloquent with evidence relating to the assimili.
tion, adjustment, effort. and patriotism of this group. A
muel more ambitious investigation, and one of the mest
thorough ever made of any group, was that made possibis
by o substantial grant from the Carnegie Corporation i

<
1929 to Stanford University. The work was carried ot

.
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under the direction of Professor K. K. Strong and re
sulted, bcg'ilmiug in 1933, in the publication ol'bi'(:ur \:5:
unies, J.t 15 2 sad commentary on the degree to which
pvl'.\‘.p(écln'e 1s lost when war hysteria grips a nation to
realize that questions ol loyalty and evacuation were
wtt!vd on the basis of false Pearl Harbor IUnors -mi
gle‘mvky harangues ol politicians, while factual 1'01)0:1'; o(l'
this n:fturu were forgotten or ignored. Professor Strknnw
aud his Iarge staff of co-workers used every pn\'iib]:
souree and device in gathering the data,—school 1'(*(.-(‘)1'(1\-‘
erime !'(‘(‘(H'(l.\‘, husiness records, mtelligence tests uptitud-(:
lv>ts,. mterviews, questionnaires, life historios 7ctc 'l‘llé
massive hody of evidence cammot be given in ,l'ull ' hut a
!f".\' sunmmary  statements from Professor Stronn"’s T]/‘(’
.\ml-und-(,’vucrution Japunese Problem  will indi:a‘(o it\';
nature: -

CEML vt 1] €orcenelann ® :
Phe word “assimilation’ has {wo meanings—i
l(‘l']”'(fedil]“' 2 d . . . ¢ =5 11-
" & and comprehension of political and
T . -3 N T !
.Inl( :a conditions. In the latter sense, the voung
. A e R . e ] - 3 ’ N
');.l tese are more readily assimilated than people
of several European races; * # 7 (p. 26)
L) * * W * * *
“Fvident] i
\ y the 14 . 1o0ye .
far Detntly th Japanese nnmigrants have had
" cducation than that with which they have
N e A . - . ‘
-(;v“ credited, and their children are taking full
.11« :antdge of the public schools of California “Such
(1 a as we have suggest that in this respect they
average as well as whites”” (p. 189) )
. * w % w 5 #*
(X3 v . ’
.\.lm..tally and morally the Japanese-Americans
;f(r.l similar to whites. The whites score slightly
[ e i 3 * 9 1 )
tn,, er oa tests of intelligence. This mav be due
o poorer acquaintanceship of neri ‘
. of Jananese. :
it e peuamtince ] o Japanese-Aericans
y | ling 1:1 anguage 1 whiceh the tests are
ven. ally or
K Morally the Japanese-Auericans
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are possibly superior to the whites; at least ‘A“"if

record in delinquency and erime is better. = *
(onsidering their opportunities, the second

seneration have so far made an excellent record.

PET
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“On the basis of an adaptation ol Voelker’s
Lonesty test, 12-year-old Japanese children obtained
an almost perfect score (99.9), with Chinese second
(87), in comparison with the score of 50 for Anglo-

They are cager for cducation; and t]m): ol)tgin % Saxons; * * =7 (p. 154).

higl.u-l- marks, at least in junior and senior high & . . . . . . .

school, than the average pupil. Records hased on .

halt of those who have graduated from Stanford . We must f:onclpde that the Japanese have made

University and the University of California during : a fine record in this state as far as fzrime is con-

1990-50 indicate that they are progressing satis- 3 ceme‘d.' As ‘l'egard.s both' juvenile delinqueney and

factorily. 3 convictions i’()}' serious pﬁ"’enses, the records reveal
«Phvsically there are differences between the : ltj_ss than their proportionate share of ecases” (p.

two t.:rohps. The Japanesc-American is shorter and 1 173).

ccores lower in strength tests, but on the other 5 - " - . . .

hawd his reactions are quicker. These differences : A daentability is an N . )

are probably of little practical significance™ (p. B - (dp-td')l 1ty ‘:s Tl _llnIA?()%tfm(f ‘tlil.lf., pf)serIy m}e

952). E of the most important, in carning a living. The two

rough measures of it, in terms of delinquency-crime
and honesty, indicate that the Japancse are superior
in this respect to many immigrant groups who have
come to this country.

3 “The most important single measure of an indi-
vidual is his general intelligence score. This is the
best standardized of all psychological tests, and its
significance is best established. Review of the lit-
erature makes clear that the two racial groups are
about equal in this respect” (p. 177).

TIn another of this series of books, VVocational Aptitudes
of Second-(ieneration Japanese, these representative state-
ments oceur. Particularly significant, in view of=the many
sweeping comments on ‘‘dishonesty, deeeit, and hypoc-
risy’’ are a number of the excerpts:

‘e vocational interests of Japanese and
whites are very similar.  Their interests correlate
hotween 71 and .94, depending upon the educational

¢tatus of the groups compared and upon the method

omp Another volume of the series is The Japanese in Cali-
of measuring the similarity’” (p. 112).

fornia. In view of unsupported charges about the regard
for Japan which Americans of Japanese ancestry are
alleged to have, a quotation or two from this volume may
be apposite, if only to show the difference between preju-
dice and the results of investigation:

* » * * * % »

«Plhere is little or nothing in the data in this
section to warrant the statement that Japanese as
a class are tricky, deceitful, and dishonest. Their
eredit ratings are so nearly equal to those of the
whites as to warrant the belief that they behave
in practically the same way as their white com-
petitors” (p. 147).

* * » ¥ A = . -

“Practically none of the second generation born
and raised in the United States expressed any desire
to go to Japan. Sone feel that they may be foreed
to go in order {o [ind positions, but few really want

rorra——
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{0 do =0 il they can find an opening in this country.
There is some question whether they will find that
{here really is any better chance for them in Japan,
For competition is very keen there.  Also, there
seems to be actual antagonism there to American-
horn-and-raised Japanese, who are looked upon as
Americans and not as Japanese” (pp- 122-23).

% - * ® * ¥ *

¢¢On the whole, Japanese and whites differ very
little regarding school subject best liked, sehool sub-
jects they are planning to specialize in, and occupa-
tional aspirations’ (p. 166).

. - " % * * -

¢Plie United States-born second generation are
predominantly Christian (47 per cent of the males
and 56 per cent of the females) in contrast to 39
per cent of these young people who are Buddhists’’
(p. 169).

The Japanese were one of the latest inmigrant groups
to come to {his country. The strides that the American-
born children have made, in one generation, toward com-
plete Awmericanization in outlook and ideals has won the
attention and praise ol all unbiased ohservers, and- conse-
quently there 1s voluminous literature on the assimila-
tion and the assimilability of Americans of Japanesce an-
costry.

John H. Whittaker, who had much contact with these
voung Americans, had this to say many years ago:

Tt is absurd to contend that the Japanese can-
not be assimilated when an cducated and Christian-
ized Japanese, horn and reared on this soil, is
ahnost invariably thoroughly Awmerican in his ideas
and out of touch entirely with things Japanese.
Tnstead of being incapable of Americanization, the
writer has found the innocent beliel ol e young

7
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Asiatic born on this soil in the principles of democ
racy as tz.lught m American schools and. 1'epudiate(i
b}'. American practice so embarrassing as to be
pltlub.le. The young Asiatie considersnhimself 'uL)
American, He is proud that he is an Alucri(:un '1;1(1
Las no desire to be anything else than an Amerié-m
Anym{c who speaks and writes to the contrary }1‘ ;
not mingled with the young Asiatie product )1 ur
American schools,”’t0 ? l e

dor 1 TR Ty g
.Ch(:.bt_el H. Rowell has asserted that nothing but race
pxe:)u(.hce prevents the recognition of the degree to which
assinilation has taken place:

Lern . lo 3 3
- ,U:le.le }s‘llo‘tlfmg..else against t}lese children,
y are Just as bright as American children
spgul}' as good Knglish, and have the same mauner;
and Impulses; they are American citizens; and of
course there is nothing economie in \\'hich’to co
pete. It is sheer racial caste. * = 77111 .

Not long before the war began a young American of
Japanese ancestry spoke for herselt and her group to the
Los Angeles Distriect (California Federati&n of Club
\VOlll.el.l. Her words were a plea that the degree to which
th.e citizen group had identified itself without reservation
with this country be realized. She said: ‘

G\ s |
fore\itie(;:ngﬁtl gﬁ fOfJ 1.1)1.)11.11, for over there we are
cigner d feel foreign. Our problems in the
Umted. States are the difficult ones of {fitting our
selves in socially and vocationally, but this cf))untrt
we 'look upon as our home and oui- future. We ur) :
tryings to do our part as American citiz.ens W::
_ask you to do yours and give us that understanding-
we niust have if we are to become part of the na
tionai picture. We have turned our backs on J upm:

110. Juapan Review, April, 1921, pp. 94-95.

111, Survey, May 1, 1026, p. 173.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle



102

heeause we were born in Ameriea. \)’e are thankful
to live in a demoeracy and are trying t’o eu.rn t{;e
recognition and respect of fellow Amcl.'u-unai v\(t
are proud to know thut. we have one of the I})“‘ E,bd
delinquency records of any race 1n !the ni (L]
States. We are trying to keep off 1'eh'ei 1'0115,‘ to 8
our part in supporting the Comnnumty Chiest an
her social efforts. : .

()tll‘:‘l 11?01%:[11111:11 we ask you to give us pndel'sta.rxdlr.lg,
{o sce that we are treated with equz'xhty and Jusnc.e
and to tell those who may be skeptical that we are
really good citizens.”” '

That American citizens of Japanese descent are loyal,
and that their loyalty can be ascertained on tluut saue
basis and in the same manner as %he' lo.yalty of other
citizens, is demonstrated by the action of the War De-

Avriie
p‘u(t)l;iu{llt:‘lnmlry 28, 1943, the War Department of(iciall.y
announced the organization of a special Jupunese' Anieri-
can battalion in the Army of the United States for com-

: Var Denatt.
bat service.in an active theatre of war, the War Depart

ment amouncement reading:

“Loyal Americans pf Japgn?se z;‘ncest'ryx .\Vll'l
compose a speeial unit in the United States K 111'11).‘
The War Department announced tod.ay that plans
have been completed for adnusspn of a substzmtu.xl'
nunber of American citizens of Japune{s‘e ﬁnces@ N
to the Army of the United States. This action
was taken following study by the War Depzu'tmgn't
of many earnest requests b)‘v loyal ;\111(31:1(3-?1‘_1-1 01111-.
zens of Japanese extraction for the organizition 01
a special unit of the Army 1in \Ylnch they .C.()ul,l'
have their share in the fight against the nation’s
encmies.”’

——— e eeeene

112, Los Angeles Times, Nov. 20, 1941

o
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Accompanying the War Department announcement was
the following statement by Secerctury of War Heary L.
Stimson:

‘““It is the inherent right of every faithful citi-
zen, regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the
nation’s battle. When obstacles to the frec ex-
pression of that right are imposed by emergency
considerations, those barriers should be removed as
soon as humanly possible. Loyalty to country is a
voice that must be heard, and I am glad that I am
now able to give active proof that this basic Amer-
ican belief is not a casualty of war.”

The War Department announcement concluded :

“This combat team will include the customury
elements of infantry, artillery, engineer and medi-
cal personnel. No effort will be spared in develop-
ing it into an efficient, well-rounded, hard-hitting
outit.”’

Following this announcement by the War Department,
the President of the United States recognized the desires
of “loyal American citizens ot Japanese descent”’ to par-
ticipate in the defense of American Democratic prineiples
in the following statement directed to Secretary off War
Stimson, under date of February 1, 1943:

““The proposal of the War Department to or-
ganize a cowbat team consisting of loyal American
citizens of Japanese descent has my tfull approval,
The new combat team will add to the nearly five
thousand loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry
who are already serving in the armed forces of our
‘country.

“This is a natural and logical step toward the
reinstitution of the Selective Service procedures
which were temporarily disrupted by the evacua-
tion from the West Coast.
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The War Department program to permit loyal Ameri-
cun citizens of Japanese descent to serve in the armed
furces extends to the Hawailan Islands. On January
23D, Licutenant General Delos C. linunons, Commanding
tGeneral of the Hawaiian Department of the United States
Army and Military Governor of Hawaii, in announcing
that he had been dirccted by the War Department to in-
duet 1500 Americans of Japanese deseent vesiding in the
Hawaiian Islands into the United States Army, declared:

““No loyal citizen of the United States should
be denied the democeratic 1'igl§L tu exercise tluﬁe re-
sponsibilities of his citizenship, l'eg'urdlcss'o‘l 1.1‘1.\‘
ancestry. The prineiple on which this country was
founded and by which it has always been gt)vurncd
is that Americanism is a matter ol the mind and
licart; Awmericanis is not, and never was, a matler
of race or ancestry. A good American 1s one wha
is loyul to this country and to our cregd ol h'hgny
and  democracy.  livery 10)::11 American cttizen
should be given the opp(n:tumty to serve this coun-
try wherever his skills will make the g}'eutest con-
Iribution—whether it be in the ranks of our armcd
forees, war production, agr_lculture, governiient
service, or other work essential to the war ellort.

] am glad to observe that th'equr Depart-
ment, the Navy Department, th'e ‘War Manpower
Comunission, the Department ol dJustice, .and. the
War Relocation Authority are colluborz%tmg‘ in a
program which will assure the opportun‘lty for u}l
loyal Americaus, including Americans of Japanese
ancestry, to serve their country at a tuue wh_cn the
fullest and wisest use of our manpower Is all-
important to the war effort.”

i}
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“These volunteers will be formed into combat
units on the mainland and will, when frained, be
sent into an active theater of operation.

“A large percentage of the officers will be citi-
zens of Japanese ancestry.

““Once in a great while, an opportunity presents
itself to recognize an entire section of this country
for its performance of duty. All people of the
Hawaiian Islands have contributed generously to
our war effort. Among these have been Americans
of Japanese descent.

“Pheir role has not been an easy one. Open to
distrust because of their racial origin and diserim-
inated against in certain fields of defense elfort,
they, nevertheless, have borne their burdens with-
out complaint and have added materially to the
strength of the Hawaiian area.

“They have behaved themselves admirably under
most trying conditions and have bought great gquan-
tities of war bonds and by the labor of their hands
have added to the common defense.

“In view of these facts and by War Depart-
ment authority I have been designated to ofter
Americans of Japanese ancestry an opportunity to

* serve their country.

“Phis opportunity is in the form of voluntary
combat servieces in the armed forces. The manner
or response and the record these men will establisk
as fighting soldiers will be one of the best answers

5
b

S
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In o lurther proclamation on the subject, the War
Departinent announced to prospeetive volunteers amongst
American Japanese:

¢ Americans of Japanese blood -are wan.tgd to
fight for the United States like any other Cltl’LC?l:\:.
They are wanted for combat duty where they are
fitted for combat duty and for war work where
they are best suited for war work. They are wanted
Decause the government and the Army are con-
vinced of their loyalty. And they are'wanted not
less because of their ability as soldiers and as
citizens doing useful work for 1119.A11}er1cul‘1 com-
munity. You have superior _quuhhcutlons for th’(;
kind of service in which it is intended to use you.
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to those who question the loyalty ol American
citizens of Japanese descent in Hawail.”

Further, the Japanese American Citizens League sub-
mits that the cooperation and sacrifice of the Japanese
people in permitting theselves to be uprooted from their
homes and businesses on the West Coast—at a time when
resistance would have been a natural course ol action—
in order to aid the war elfort is more convincing proof
ol the deep-rooted loyalty of the Japanese to this nation
than any artificial test which might he concelved to gauge
mass devotion to country. This in spite of the fact that
many American Japanese had reason to believe that the
so-called “military necessity’” was a victory for the eco-
nomic and political pressure groups so counnon to Cali-
fornia.

On June 15, 1942, Milton S. Kisenhower, then Director
ol the War Relocation Authority and now Associate Diree-
tor of the Office of War Information, testified before a
House subcommittee on appropriations to the effect that:
“from SO to 8 per cent of the Nisei, who are American-
born citizens of Japanese descent and who have never
been out of the United States, are loyal to the United
States.  They have attended only American schools with
other American children. They know no other way. Many
of thewm are in the American Army and Navy. Most of
{hem can speak no other language hut ours. They are
thoroughly Americanized”’.

1t is generally conceded by all thinking Americans that
the great majority of Americans of Japanese ancestry
are loval to this country. The argument is that it was
impossible to diseriminate between the loyal and the dis-
loyal at that time. We contend that if the War Depart-
ment, in view of their special Japanese American combat
team, can distinguish between the loyal and the disloyal

s
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today, the Government could have distinguished between
them at the time ol the evacuation, especially in view of
Mr. Eisenhower’s statement regarding the relative pro-
portion of the loyal and disloyal. 'We believe that Ameri-
can traditions and ideals, as well as the present war aims,
required no less.

11. The discriminatory evacuation of American
citizens of Japanese ancestry has violated the solemn

pledges of high government officials and departments
of government.

During the period of tension between the United States
and Japan which preceded the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Japanese nationals of long American residence sought to
learn what their position would be in event of war. On
December 4, 1941, Mrs. ISleanor Roosevelt gave an an-
swer—with the official sanction of the State Department
and of the Department of Justice, both of which she said
she had consulted. Her words were:

“I see absolutely no reason why anyone who
has had a good record—that is, who has no eriminal
nor anti-American record—should have any anxiety
about his position. This is equally applicable to
the Japanese who cannot become citizens hut have
lived here for thirty or forty years and to those
newcomers who have not yet had time to become
citizens,’’11*

The resolve of the government of the United States to
pursue a policy of non-diserimination was not altered by
the Pearl Harbor attack or the military situation that
existed after it. The Justice Department knew better than

113. New York Times, Dec. 4, 27 :6.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle



108

any other departent o government the extent of sub-
versive activity and the degree to which it might jeopar-
dize national seeurity.  Therelore, when the Attorney
General, on December 10, in announcing the number of
enemy aliens who had heen taken into custody  stated,
“No alien was apprehended, and none will be, on the
seore ol nationality alone,”” it was plain that no evidence
existed which justified the condemnation or discriminatory
{reatment of any class or group of aliens, to say nothing
of any group of citizens.

Similar expressions came from members of Congress
in the carly days of the conflict. For instance, on De-
cember 14, 1941, Senator Joseph F. Guffey of Pennsyl-
vania spoke on the subjeet of civil liberties in a nation
at war and said

“1 am completely satisfied that we can take all
necessary measures to combat subversive activity
without violence to the Bill of Rights. In fact the
Departmment of Justice has already had oceasion to
warn local executives throughout the Nation that
molestation of Toreign nationals is to be avoided.
"Phis step was necessary lest, in an excess of zeal,
our local authorities should {rample upon the rights
ol innocent individuals. * * * We are engaged
in war, and we will permit no interference with it

Ly anyone, but we will be just. The protection ol .

our laws will remain available to all; our Constitu-
tion will continue to safeguard the weak as well as
the strong.”

No one will deny that it was the first days ol the war,
when a surprise attack had wrought great damage, when
no one knew precisely where the Japanese forees might be,
hefore the nation had mohilized, that the greatest peril to
the country existed. Yet in mid-Decciber the Attorney

111. Congressional Record, Dee. 15, Appendix.
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M e
General, on whose shoulders rested the responsibility for
internal sceurity, was able to declare.!*s

“If we care about democracy, we must care
about it as a reality for others as well as for our-
s.el\'e_s; ves, for aliens, for Germans, for ltalians,
for Japanese, for those who are with us as well as
those who are against us: For the Bill of Rights
protects not only Ameriean citizens but all human
beings who live on our American soil, under our
American flag., * * *2116

On December 19, 1941, a statement of policy was issued
90110erning Axis aliens by the Attorney General’s office.
It was an eloquent reaffirmation of the democratice position
already taken. It reads:

“1"}1(: United States is now at War. Every
Amencan_will share in the task of defending our
country. It is essential at such a time as this that
we keep our heads, keep our tempers—ahove all,
that we keep clearly in mind what we are defending.

“'.L"he enemy has attacked more than the soil of
America.  He has attacked our institutions, our
] freecdoms, the principles on which this nation was
founded and has grown to greatness. Ilvery Aineri-
can must remember that the war we \vuge.tmlu\' s
in defense of these principles. 1t tllcrel'm'o,-lw-

l:ooves us to guard them most zealously at lonie.
#* * )

e ik R e A e b e e L S S R A f s A e
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.Tlhe great majority of our alien population will
continue to be loyal to our democratic principles if
- we, the citizens of the United States, permit them
to be.

* * * * *

..

;" RIRE Addre:s at dedication ceremonies of the Thomas fefferson room in the

s l{:ln;u;\i' of Congress Annex; printed in Congressional Record, December 16,

Appendix, ,
116, Address at dedication ceremonies of the Thomas Jefferson room in the

lilhmr?l,' of Congress Anncx; printed in Congressional Record, December 16

Appendix. '
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“So0 long as the aliens in this country con(!uct‘
themselves in accordance with law, t'hgy n.eed 10:_11.
no interference by the Departiment ol Justice (rn‘ by
any other ageney ol the federal guvcrmhx.mnt. 'J,hcy
may he assured, indeed, that every c'!lc}'t \Ylll b(,:
made to protect them from any discrimmation o1
R 0y w * * .
dbu‘%fncvitul)ly, there are some among our ah.cn
population who are disloyal. The federal goveln-.
ment is fully aware of the dangers prcsent‘c(.l not
only by such persons but also b.y dlsloyu! ('JIFIZ‘OHS..
The gl)\'01~1111101'1t has control of the il(’:‘tl\’ltl(}b. of
these elements. At no time, however, \\'x.il the.govt
ernment engage in wholesale condemmation of any
alien group.

* * * * & * »

“MPhe defense of our country will bg .lmrt, not
helped, by any persecution of our non-citizens. ]]1‘
we create the feeling among aliens and ot {0111
foreign-born that they are .not wpnted hel'.e, we slm
endanger our national unity. Such an l]lll)l'ebbl.()ll‘
could only give aid and comflort to. those enemies
whose aim is to infect us with dlst.l'ust of e'txch
other and turn aliens in Amerlca against Ameriea.
To do this would be to defeat what we ourselves
arc defending.”’*'?

N TSNP ey the
To halt discrimination against aliens in industry

Prest

dent of the United States released a statement on

1 hes smorable words:
January 2 which contained these memorable :

—_—

117.

“Remember the Nazi t‘echniq}l*’: ‘l?ut_ race
against race, rcligi(m_ .ugzunst 1'(511;;1011,,pl'@Jlldlc@
against prejudice.  Divide and conquer. ) ‘

~ “We must not let that happen here. We must
not forget what we are dei’mlfhng: Liberty, d?-
ceney, justice.  We cannot  afford t!nc.e('(311.01111(j
waste of services of all loyal and patriotie citizens

Printed in full in the Survey Graphic, January 1942, p. 13.
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and non-citizens in defending our land and liber-
ties,”’11s

As late as February 1, 1942, Mr. Biddle was confident
that there would be no resort to the dubious luxury of
hysteria and mass reprisal, for in his address of that
date over the Columbia Broadeasting System he scored
the very policy which was to he adopted soon alterward:

“At the same time T want to point out that
persecution of aliens—economie or social—ean he a
two-edged sword. Such persecution can easily
drive people, now loyal to us, into fifth-colund
activities. Ieonomice diserimination against loyd
aliens deprives us of skills and manual labor whick
will become more hmportant as time goes on. 4
also deprives these people of a livelihood. The
logical conclusion of a policy of diserimination is £
make of these people public charges. It is entirels

. =
- unnecessary. And don’t forget there are still many

Amerieans in Axis and Axis-controlled countrieg
Let’s not give the Axis countries any excuse fox
retaliation against innocent Americans living
abroad. 3

““And let us remember, also, that the great m@
Jority of the so-called alien encmies came to o
shores for the same reason that many of our fathers
-ame—to escape perseeution; to enjoy the privileges
and obligations of democracy; to raise their chil-
dren in a free world. These people are loyal to our
ideals and loyal to our form of government. Let’s
encourage that loyalty rather than discourage it.
Let us judge people by what they do and not by
what they are.”

Before the West Coast evacuation of persons of
Japanese ancestry, sentiments and pledees of this order

118 Reprinted in Hearings before the Select Committee Tnvestigating

Defense  Migration, House of  Representatives, Seventy-Seventh

Congress, Sucond Session (Tolan Committee Hearings), Part 29, p. 11,042,
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cine rom nearly every important official in our govern-
ment. This expressed determination to avoid group con-
Jdemnation and Dlanket diserimination centered al)ou’F the
status ol enemy aliens, it will be noted. Our n.ahqnul
leaders, unaware of the strength of orgamz.cd antl—onfn}-
falisin on the West Coast and unprepared for t.he nfal-lm-
ous and false rumors that were to inflame public opinion,
did not envisage that American citizens as well would be
drawn into the orbit of intoleranece. .

This country, now dedicated to a fight for the 10.ul'
freedoms, continues to assert its pn\,-eva(.elwtion prin-
ciples. In his speech of June 29, 1942, .dehvered at the
verv moment when a minority group against whose mem-
her.;- no charges had been lodged and for whose members
no hearings were being provided was being removed and
detained under threat of legal penalty, Paul V. McNutt
still found voice to say:'*?

“Discrimination—based on anything hut a m:}n’s
sheer worth—must go. Discriminz}tion. aga}nst
every race must ;fo—tjust as economic diserimina-

. g oo B

'(101:‘3&1112:;?8 a Constitution—the Constitut‘ion of
the United States—which makes the 1'igh§s of every
¢itizen clear—a Constitution which establishes those
S 3 12

llg]‘l‘tfsl‘lll](:r{za\;é a Bill of Rights without which the
little people of these United States would never
have ratified that Constitution * * * .

“It is unthinkable that our saerifices shall ]30 in
vain or our liberties jeopardized by any provincial
prejudiees.”’

These are brave words, but actual events have robbed
then of their fire and of conviction. Provincial prejudice
Ilus raged and our liberties haee been jeopardized.

119, New York Times, June 29.
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12, American principles have been gravely com-
promised by evacuaticn.

The seriousness of what has been done, both from the
legal and the social point of view, is recognized by all.
The Tolan Congressional Commitiee, in its first report,
seriously questioned the constitutionality ol the evacua-
tion policy when it wrote:

“Recognizing the duties and responsibilities of
the military, this committee is also mpressed by
the fundamental fact that wartime does not auto-
matically suspend the Constitution. .Justice is siill
administered by the courts of our land and martial
law has its justification only when these courts are
removed by the practical exigencies of warfure,
Cases of rebellion or invasion permit a suspension
of the writ of habeas corpus under the Constitution,
and perhaps it requires no stretch of the imagina-
tion or of the law to place within the latter category
the recent predatory incarsions of cnemy submar-
ines and airplanes. But suspension of this writ
does not abrogate the fifth and fourteenth amend-
ments, which provide for due process and equal
protection of the laws. Iven aliens are guaranteed
certain protections afforded by the Constitution.

“The most complicating factor in the present
situation is that two-thirds of the Japanese ordered
to evacuate from designated military areas are
citizens of the United States by virtue of their birth
in this land. The Executive order of the President
empowering the military to designate strategic
areas and to prohibit or limit the presence of per-
sons in such areas does not declare that a state of
martial law exists in these areas. It is silent on the
constitutional rights of citizens. Tt was frankly an
expedieat impelled by the eritical situation on the
west ccast. Under our form of government, anv
questions raised as to the constitutional status of

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seattle
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persons affected must ultimately be resolved by the
courts”’.1#

Notwithstanding the announcement ol  the Western
Defense Command that it was military necessity which
dictated the removal of Awmericans ol Japanese ancestry
from the Pacific slope, one is lorced to question the
validity of that argument in the light of Licutenant Gen-
eral John 1. DeWitt’s statement on April 13, 1943, belore
a House of Representatives Subcommittee on Naval Al
Tairs, when he declared, according to an Associated Press
dispateh:

“A Jap’s a Jap’’ and ““it makes no difference
whether Le is an Ameriean citizen or not * * *

T don’t want any of them. We got them out. They
were a dangerous element. The west coast is too
E * e

vital and too vulnerable to take chances.
You can’t change him (American citizens) by giving

him a piece of paper. * * T
It Le has been correetly quoted by the Associated
Press, and there is no reason to believe that the press
report is incorreet, (tencral DeWitt, who is the command-
ing general of the Western Defense Command and the
individual eharged by the President with the vesponsibility
ol determining the need for evacuation, holds that Ameri-
canism is not a matter of the mind or heart but is de-
termined by race and ancestry. This is a dangerous
concept, a line of thought and action pursued by our
enemies—hy Hitler who believes in the master race and
by the Tokyo militarists who have announced the ‘‘holy
mission” of the Japanese race. 1t is a coneept which is
{he antithesis of the democratie ideals of the American

nation. ‘
General DeWitt’s bitter declaration throws open the
entire question of the evacuation by fiat of 70,000 - Ameri-

120. House Report No. 1911, 77th Congress, 2d Session (Tolan Conunittee

Report), March 19, 1942, pp. 13-14.
120a. 17ashington Post, April 14, 1943,
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can cellizens without trial op nearing {rom their homes
. " ) lb
me the west cons
along the west coast. The army had declarved the mass
\a'cufltmn leeessary because ol military necessity and the
(.mua;mn ol individual hearings had been explained by the
lmct]thut there had been not cnough time for such tes'.ts- of
oyally in the face of sxistine mili i .
o \ e Tace of the existing military situation. Tt
o appears, however, that wholesale evacuation and the
a n‘xdg‘.m(mt of the citizenship rights of an entire »\m(‘*ri‘
m m.nmnty group was born of the blind race prejudice
of a single individual. . ‘
. dd ?11'1gle individual’s personal prejudice determined o
3 3 N 3 3 1 1 g
le destinies of so many people, it is indeed a erav
compromising of i ’ . I
promising of American concepts.

13. Evacuati 1
oS ion has been detrimental to the war

‘ Ivaenation has heen sueh a sharp reversal of pro-
fessed governmental policy and suéh an obvious infringe
ment of personal liberties and constitutional (fu'u'-mt:o;
l!mt only the most conclusive evidence of milit{;r‘v L]IO ‘-<*-"h
.<1t.\.' and of unquestionable relation to the succeési'ti] pr(L)Q.(:-
cution of the war can justify it. Such conclusivo evide);("(t
cannot be produced. What can he proved 11()1\\’0\*01' 1
that the exact opposite is true. It can he ,demon%tl“l,t(*(?
that evacuation has heen miost detrimental to tl;e L\ ar
t~ﬂ'm't and that, unless this appeal to the conrt succee 1(\-
its shadow will follow this countrv to the eace t" bl '( 1
into a troubled luture. . peace Tl
. At a time when all the resources and the highest pos-
sll‘)lo.nati(mJl mcome is required for the war (»l'f;rt .O\’ill("l'l
:u‘um h.as dissipated the possessions and worls 0])])01"tuniti(\~T
of an industrions group. The farmers alone of Japqn(w;:
:l'uvostr,\' have lost $100,000,000 in investments!®! am’i mil:
lions more have disappeared in the sacrifice of husinesses

12l New York Times, March 10, 1942,
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and personal property. The products and services which
these people can offer have been sadly missed; the area
from which they were exeluded sulfers fronan acute labor
<hortage; the agricultural erops in which they specialized
Jave shrunk woerulhy in quantity and have risen markedly
in price. Mo cite one example:  The Los Angeles Daily
News, February 17, 1943, reported that The Federal-State
Varlet News Service, in its annual report on the South-
ern California fruit and vegetable situation, revealed that
Secause ol the expulsion ol the Japanese, consumers in
this area paid $20,000,000.00 wore for 10,000 truckloads
less of perishables during 194277,

Not only has tlhie government lost by the forced im-
poverishment and enlorced idleness of this section of
the population but the dirveet costs to the nation have
been considerable as well.  In addition to the actual ex-
pense of evacuation, the appropriation of the War Relocu-
tion Authority for its first vear has been $70,000,000. A
people who toiled in the national interest and who con-
trihuted magniticently during the First World War have
become, {hrough no fault of their own, public charges at
{his eritical time when every hand and every talent is s0
urgently needed. .

If this country has lost heavily in manpower, wealth

and productivity as a result of the evacuation, Japan has

gained a signal victory in the hattle of propaganda. And
in the exploitation ol evacuation news, the Ttalian and
German propagandists are giving the Japanese excellent
support.

When Ttalian diplomats and newspapermen arrived in
Rome from the United States in May, 1942, the Tokio
radio made mueh of their tales of the evacuation:

¢¢ Japanese residents in the United States, includ-
ing Americans of Japanese ancestry, were subjected

- prics

RP? AP 7 1 A

!u uul(_fs('ril)ublc humiliation and shocking treatinent
meluding lynehing at the hands of vnrz;"(*d L\lll Lxlll",
can mobs, when the outhreak of the (il('z:;'ltc‘r I:(I\ll
Asia war on December 7 uncapped a wave of -1‘1‘1(Ai—
Jdl)ln(:(, sentiment throughout the United .\:ﬁmw
.“Qucsl{(me(l regarding treatment ol Japanese
}j;*siflellts since the outhreak ol war, members of t“w
Italian party said J: i i ‘
o welrg11?]{52‘;1([1.,{],?]3?;?&’ llfespef:tl\ve of whet!nm.
ey can horn] or not were heine
bub,j(_éctegl to much harsher treatment than Germ-mn'
fmd ltalians, and huge numbers of them were b i :
Interned in concentration camps, * * # emZ
.“l‘\[embers of the party went on to e.xprcss' thg
,l’}‘lf"i that it was apparently the poliey oi: th
United States Government not to leave' a sin"iQﬁ
.Tz.u_)zmese resident, whether he he an Americc" :
ol Japanese ancestry or not, at large.’’122 “E

‘ . . ]
. Soon after this the Far Easteru Suivey, in an editoris
titled ““Iuel for Jap: : ‘
r Japanese Pronaeanda’’ dis :
peed or Japanese Propaganda’, discussed thi
oadeast and its implications:

d at the Nakonal Ar

uce

(X3 I 3
N wolg((ibll)-tg)s thctexaggel;attm)}s. of this story, therg

g on to believe that the United States?
policy toward residents of Japanese ancestry is ind
zulvel.'tently playing into the hands of 'l‘okvov]n:bp-fC
gandists, nullifying our own propagundﬁ eI'fort‘x'
and perhaps affecting the fate of Americans iAu‘
areas controlled by Japan. Certainly the evz£cua—
]th].l (_)f al! Japanese, including American citizens
born in this country, from the Pacific Coast consti-
tutes harsher treatment than that accorded to (Jor-
mans and Italians.  Tokyo will not he slow to play
up i(mi)" evidence of racial diserimination in its u‘];-
Ri‘ilatic(:mtzl;e sympathies of Filipinos and other

od

122, New York Thues, May 23, 1942. Fr i
by the Associated PressL i‘nll\?e)\\:j\'{()lr)li-" from Japanese broadeasts recor led
123. Far Lastern Swrvey, June 1, 1942, p. 122,
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On August 3, the German-controlled Rome radio util-
ized the evacuation theme in an lalian-language broad-
cast directed to the United States:

“I'rom now on all Americans who love their
country will be persecuted without pity. Roosevelt
in his folly for bloodshed, has alrcady contrived
to have found by his (i-inen, a police foree entirvely
made up ol gangsters, a plot which would have as
its aim to turn over the entire Pacilic Coast to the
Japanese. He has, his press states, that the guilty
number 100,000, One can thus already foresee
that cach defeat he suffers at the hands of the tri-
partite powers will cost the lives of further inno-
cents.’’t#

In the August 28, 1942 issue of the United Stutes News
further evidence is given of the manner in which evacua-
tion has playved into the hands of the Axis:

“Japan quotes a returning Japanese resident
ol Los Angeles, as saying that, every time Japan
won a victory, more Japanese were interned in
Anterica on the pretext of IMifth Columm activities,
that fear of Japanese air attack was beyond de-
seription in Los Angeles, that Jewish traders
bought up the houschold goods of interned Japan-
ese for a song.”’t#

That evacuation has been used as a foil and a ration-
alization for Japan’s treatment of American prisoners
has been confirmed by Fictory, the official bulletin of the
Office of War Information:

“Obviously intended bhoth as an excuse for the
treatinent of American prisoners in Japan and to

124. New York Thnes, August 4, 1942,
125. “The American Piciure as Painted by the Axis”, p. 20.
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counteract the effect of the testimony of returned
Anericans, the Tokyo radio began stating:

“Phe {reatment accorded Japanese nationals
in the United States sinee Pearl Harbor will go
down in history as a swear on the American clann
to hamanitarianism.’

““While the Japanese propaganda machine was
trying to diselaimn the atrocities meted out to Amer-
ican prisoners, the Tokyo radio broadeast a threat-
ening editorial from the Shanghai Times, stating,
‘The Anglo-American nationals in Japan and occu-
pied China should be herded together and driven
into interior regions where there are no modern
facilities.” 7712¢

The parallel between what has been done in this country
and what Tokyo threatens to do is alarming.

Lately, an interesting analysis of Japanese propaganda
and our difficulty in counteracting it has been made.
Again, it has been found that the evacuation is our great-
est handicap, as this citation indicates:

“It is obvious that Japan’s domestic propa-
ganda is not adeyuately challenged by the variois
arguments just cited. The Tokyo radio, in broadeasts
made available by the Office of War Information,
appeals constantly to the Japanese people’s hatred
and Lear of the United States and Great Britain.
Race issues particularly are emphasized, with fre-
quent recitations of instances of discrimination
against Orientals in thix country and much stress on
the exclusion of Asiatics under our immigration law
of 1624, Iixaggerated or wholly fictitions accounts
of omwr ‘mistreatment’ of evacuated Jananese-
Americans are headlined. The war is blamed on
our imperialistic desive to maintain white supreii-

126. Victory, September 29, 1942, p. 30.
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acy oover Bast Asia. Instascees of diserimination
:1;_;'Auin.\'l progress i Anmeriea are pla‘\'gd up and
interpreted as evidence of the hypoerisy of our
democeratie pretensions. * # % A ‘

“The hest answer we could make to .Jup:x}l =
appeal to racial hatred would be action pro\"l‘ng_g
that the Japanese propagandists are wrong. .lllc
indiseriminate internment of all Niseir (Awerican
citizens of Japanese parentage) makes us extremely
vulnerable, tor example, in view ol our govern-
ment’s liberal treatment of Ttalian citizens and
even of Germans resident in America.’”?=7

Not only has evacuation, with its aping of totalitarian
methods, heen a source of deep satisfaction to our enemies
and o mainspring of their propaganda, but it has been
the cause of much uneasiness and dissatisfaction among
our minority groups at home, and so has heen 1'csponslble
for division and confusion at a time when national unity
and faith in democeraey arve essential. One of the hest
known students of our national life has stated calegori-
cally:

“The treatinent of the ]'apzuws'e on the Pacitic
coast has caused alarm and uneasiness among those
of foreign extraction. The War Relocation Author-
ity may perform its funetions in the most human.c
Iashion possible, but the faet remains that Ameri-
can ¢itizens have been uprooted trom their homes
and placed in detention (uarters.’’'=s

Members of American minority groups have not been
slow to voice thelr disapproval over what has taken place

127. Selden C. Menefee, “How to Speak to Japan” The Nation, Jan-
2, 1943, 17-18. o
“arl\?b ]H‘u‘o{g) F. Gosnell, “Symbols of National Solidarity”, The Annals
of the American ccademy of Soctal and Political Scicnce, Sqm.mbc.r,, 194
. 160.
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and have made logical comparisons of their own positions,
present and potential, with the treatment accorded per-
sons ol Japanese ancestry. In the oflicial orgun ot the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, one of the most eloquent writers for minority
groups presents the mood of the largest American minor-
ity on this issue:

“The hapless citizens who have been deprived
of their constitutional rights and constitutional
protection have the misfortune to include among
their ancestors persons of a non-white country with
\\'}uch the United States is now at war. Tt is the
‘non-white’ which must be emphasized. .\mcucng
citizens of German, Italian, Hungarian, Bulg gariang
or Roumanian ancc.str haw not heen legally dixg
criminated against. lt is only our citizens of Japs
anese ancestry who have been put into umcentnf‘
tion camps. They are not ‘white.’ They are ‘nofs
to be trusted.’ * * * 5

“What has happened to these Americans in reg
cent months is of direct concern to the Americais
Negro. Tor the barbarous treatment of thescy
Ameuc s 1s the result of the color line. Tlnzsg
cannot be too often repeated or too clearly unders
stood. These men, women, and children have heei®
taken from their pleasant homes and long-culti-
vated farms and businesses because their skins are
yellow and their eyes have the tell-tale Mongolian
evelold. Amecricans of German or Italian descent
are not being discriminated against. Wendell Will-
kie and Fiorello LaGuardia are not being stuck into
filthy and noisome shacks in vile concentration
canips because they are of German and Italian
ancestry; they are white. ¥ * *

““Negroes have been told again and again:
‘Work quietly, be industrious, mind your own busi-
ness, and you will get Justme even in America.’

Natio



That is what these yellow-skinned Americans be-
lieved.  They worked, cheerfully and industriously.
They turned deserts into beautiful and fertile farm-
l;m(i, arew vegelables and fruits for themselves
and Tor others. They distinguished themselves al
school, abstained from polities, had the 1()_\\'05_1
erime-rate of any group in the entire country. = ¥ 7

“What has been their reward? They have heen
plundered of everything, and crowded in concen-
tration camps (it only for pigs. If Westbrook
Pegler and the southern senators have their way,
they will be deported to Japan when the war 1s
over. There is already a move to deprive them of
citizenship—a move headed by the “Native Sons
ol the Golden West’ and the Senate’s Immigration
Conunittee. * * % ‘

wew &% |t iy significant that southern sena-
tors and congressimen are among the most rabidly
anti-Japanese.  Ior, il .-\sizxtic-Am_erican's can luz
reduced to hondage, deprived ol citizenship aml‘ of
property, the same thing can he done to Afro-
Americans and o Jews,

S Phis is an integral part of the struggle for
human  and  racial equality. 16 concerns  every
believer of democracy and hunan equality, regard-
loss of color. ‘Ior even as ve have done it unto
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
y 31129

unto 1me.

Since no people have sulfered more at the hands ol the
Japanese military or have offered more herole resistance
to their assaults than the Chinese, it is interesting to note
{he reactions of persons of Chinese ancestry in this coun-
trv to this wethod of handling those of Japanese ancestry.
.-\.(fhinc.\‘c schiolar, Dr. Cheng Kun Cheng, submitted this

129. Harry Paxton Howard, “Americans in Concentration Camps”, The
Crisis, September, 1942, pp. 281-284.
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130. Hearings before the Tolun Committee, art 30, pp. 11606-7.
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representative statement to the Tolan Committee durine
is West Coast hearings:

=)

“I am a ctizen of the Republic of China., 1
was born and brought up there. | was formerlv
assistant professor at the University of Awoy in
South China and now [ am teaching at the Uni-
versity of Washington. | am deeply interested in
the war in my country in particular and in the
.[’zmﬁc in general * * * I am also convineced that,
I order to prevent similar calmuities from wreak-
ing havoe among the people of the world in the
future, one of the most cllective steps to he taken
by the Allied Nations, besides relentless prosceution
of the war, is to establish in their respective terri-
tories an example of magnanimity in their treat-
ment of the enemies and their descendants.

“During my travels in Free China 1939-41, 1
found that the leaders in Chungking were very far-
sighted in having adopted the policy of inenleating
in the minds of the Chinese masses diserimination
between the Japanese warlords and the Japanese
people. Since the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor,
P 'have been watching closely the general poliey of
the Government of the United States toward the
Japanese aliens and the American-horn Japanese.

“Judging from what I saw and heard in this
Pacific Northwest, the consensus of opinion here
seems to favor a wholesale removal ol the alien and
American-born Japanesc. This, so far as | could
see, 1s essentially the result of deep-rooted racial
prejudice on the part of the average American whe
cither could not or would not allow himself to he
convinced that biologically the Japanese are not
much different from himself. And it is this preju-
dice which has manifested itself in newspaper edi-
torials and over the radio in this part of the coun-
try during the past two months.??1%
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\tnerican-Chinese have translated their protest and
: ' ] e Y alse
svmpathy into action, as the following example reveals

“Phe  other familiar argument 15 that 1]];L
Japanese could not be protgcted agzun_st_plobbtll)‘«{
outhreaks of mob violence. B}lt the princip e' 1:1‘
the remedy for such a threat lies not in @}m‘ ].no_u,t(-
tion of the threatened group but in ta!cmg_ it in v
*protective custody” has very ommous lnl[fll(':ll.l(ll.l.'\
for every racial minority \\'1111'111 our 11'()111}(‘1l>:
With characteristic [ar-sighted wisdom some ol lll.l..
C‘hinese in the west seem to hu.vc 1'(5(;0;;_'11‘17,'&1 élth
point; the Chinese cmmpumty i .Sz}lt fL:Iqxe- 1 :\‘
took up a contribution lor the relief o i}pqgefg
evacuees.  This might scem 'to be an act‘ 91 (,\ ri-
ordinary idealism, considering \\'h:at Chinese m
China have suffered at the huuds‘ (31 the Ju_pzmc:L:
But it is quite probable that the these action ]\T as
also motivated by the conmderz}tlon that whgt hap-
pened to the Japanese today nught; happen to i!lcllll.
tomorrow, under the influence of some wave o
racial higotry.”’'#

That a great democracy should stoop to practice racial
diserimination in the midst of 2 struggle .t(') s_e%-ure the
four freedoms has come as a shock and (11511111.51011111ent,
not without unpleasant implications for tlle-i,utu_re,.tl(t
thoughtful Chinese. By such u'cts. as e 'zlcuiltlf)ll 1\'\"0 ‘1uc
sowing the seeds of ugly conthlons‘,‘ ?*uch as tu;.t.( lns-
turbing prediction of Dr. Lin Yutang, I 1'estj,nt condi 1'(3 a
are building up for a third World. war f)n racial llmgs., ?u?
likely with the Germans on the side of th? A?lzg,u(:);;. axons,
against the vast yellow and black populations.

131. William Henry Chamberlin, “Civil Lib(:lrslies: Slogan or Reality?
The Christian Century, January 13, 1943, pp. 43-45.

132. San Francisco Chronicle, May 17, 1942.
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Against this dangerous drift and tide, this loss of man-
power, this senseless gift to enemy propagandists, this
prodigal waste of goodwill and unity at home, this oppor-
tanistic drive of groups long organized for hate to inflate
their fanatic grudge into a national and international
issue, the decision of this court can act as a mighty bar-
rier, one that may yet turn our minds toward our cause
and our faces toward the actual foe.

Conclusion

American citizens of Japanese descent, for whom the
Japanese American Citizens League speaks, bear no ran-
cor or Ul will toward their Government, although they
feel that they have been made the vietims ol war preju-
dices and hysterias; nonetheless, they will continue to
offer their lives to their countrv—the United States of
America—for serviee in our armed forces, or for any other
similar war effort, despite this, or similar, diserimination
or injustices, in the hope that they may hecome “Better
Americans in a Greater America’”.

But they look to this Court, as the guardian of the
liberties of all the people of the United States—of which
Japanese Americans are a living and integral part—with
confidence to protect them from such diserimination as
this, which is so alien to the American way of life, not for
their sake alone, but also for the sake of every minority
racial group in American life.

In this brief, we believe we have presented a fair, but
by no means complete, survey of the sociological, economic
and constitutional problems presented by the evacuation
irom the Wast Coast of American citizens of Japancse
ancestry. This action, unprecedented in American history,
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e ol
i< n challenge hoth to our Constitution and to i?\( l];)l
inciples To as dedieated itselt m
principles Tor which our country has dedicated 1t

this wlobal war.
Respeettully submitted,

Sapuro Kino, National P're._szd("nt, J.A‘.C.L.
War Relocation Center, Posto‘n,'A/m;fmu
(formerly of San Franelsco, (alifornia),

i . (I L CHARR

A. I. Wiy, Los Angeles, California,

' 3 eles, California

Hucir . MacerTn, Los Angeles, Cahl :

- 13 . 7

CLirrorp Forstir, New York City, N. Y,

Counsel, Japanese dmerican ('itizens League,
’ v s . - . &
Aaicus Curiae.

3 -
* This brief was prqp:u’c(t \\'n‘h 'ﬂ.lf :I)LA
National Seeretary and Field Exceutive, 1A L.

tive cooperation of Mike Masaoka,
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Appendix A

Portioxn or SrtarTeMENT Y Mice Masaoka, SECRETARY,
Jaranusie Anerrean CrrizeNs Leacur, Exeraizixe Way
He Vorozreeren,  Froa Tue Paciric CrrizeN, OrriciaL
PusLicaTiox oF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN (CITIZENS
Leacur, Fesruary 4, 1943:

I have volunteered for service in the Army of the

United States, and specifically for the special combat team

composed of loyal Japanese Americans which is now being
organized by the War Department.

As an American ecitizen, and particularly an American
citizen of Japanese ancestry, T could do no less.

I volunteered because I had to keep faith.

I had to keep faith with ““my’’ America, an America
which has granted me innumerable henefits far beyond
those meted out to other peoples in other parts of the
world and an America ‘which still holds greater promise
for justice, equality and opportunity in the years to come
for our people and for me than any other country. T
know that we, as a minority group, have been called upon
to bear—what seems to us—far more than our share of
hardships hecause of the circumstance of war. I know
that this America of ours will win the war and that this
nation, under God, will be greater than ever. T know that
the injustices and sacrifices which we have heen foreed to
undergo will be compensated for in some way, provided
that we prove now our right to that compensation. It
has often heen my personal opinion that too many of us
summarily expect and demand every conceivable right and
privilege of citizenship without being willing to accept ard
discharge the acecompanying obligations and responsibili-
ties. I believe that the obligation to bear arms in the de-
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Appendix 2l

fonse of home and country is one way of assuming that
responsibility.

T had to keep faith with myself.
myself, and so I always want to be in a position to be
proud of what I have done. T have made, and will make,
many wistakes. But T want to be able to say that those
istakes were made not because I was afraid of death,
but because T knew that T was right and honest with my-
solf. I want to be able, in the years to come, to know
{hat my children and their ¢hildren after them will not be
forced 1o suffer, as we have suffered, because 1 was not
visionary cnough, or courageous enough, to be baptized
under the fire of enemy guns and to prove beyond all
Joubt that we who are Americans In spite of our Japanese
faces are loyal to the land of our birth, even unto death.

T volunteered beeause T have confidence in this govern-
ment and the majority of the American people. The very
fact that the army itself, when it is pressed with the
serious problems of fighting a global war, has come forth
with this plan which constitutes an affirmation of their

trust and faith in us is more than indicative of their desire
This aetion on the

T have to live with

to aid us regain our rightful status.
part of the most important department of our government
in wartime, when ordinary volunteering for the average
citizen has ceased, is the greatest endorsement which our
aroup could receive.

T have a stake in America. T helieve that it is worth

fichting for. As an American, as the national secretary

and field executive of the J ACL, T volunteered because I

sincerely leel that T could do no less.
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