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Anti Asian sentiment
arises in the United
States as there is an
increase of asian
immgrating to the US to
seek better life
opportunities created by
the gold rush

US becomes dominant
power in Hawaii. Use
power to spread anti
asian sentiment and
deliberately prevent the
social progression of
asians in the US

United States Congress
extends the exclusion
put in place by the
Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882 with the Geary Act.

Chinese immigration the
US made permanently
illegal leading to a sharp
decline in the US
Chinese population

1870s
1850s

1904
1875

Anti Asian violence became
prevalent in the West including
violent mobs, assaults and
murders directed towards the
asian community. On October 24,
1871, seventeen chinese people
Angel Island becomes were lynched in Los Angeles
the main immigration
station for Chinese
Canada follows suit of
immigrants trying to
the United States and
enter the United States.
banned all Chinese
Known for its gruesome
people from entering the
examinations,
country with the passing
interrogations, and
of their own Chinese
holding policies, it
Exclusion Act. The day
became known as the
that it passed is known
“Ellis Island of the West”.
as “Humiliation Day.”

1892

THE HISTORY OF:

THE IMMIGRATION OF
ASIANS INTO THE US
1943

1910

1902

1923

Congress extends the
Chinese exclusion laws
in response to the
Chinese government's
efforts to leverage better
conditions for Chinese
travelers to the United
States by repealing
earlier treaties.

1943

1965

1923
The United States
Congress passed the
first measure to repeal
the exclusion laws of
1882 and established a
quota for the number of
Chinese immigrants
allowed into the country.

Canada passes the Exclusion Act. It prohibited
all people from China or of Chinese descent
from entering the country. Excluded from this law
were “consular officials, children born in Canada,
merchants, and students,” (Lee). Despite
citizenship status, all Chinese people have to
register with the Canadian government and get a
certificate of registration from the U.S.

Congress passes a measure to
repeal the discriminatory exclusion
laws against Chinese immigrants
and to establish an immigration
quota for China of around 105
visas per year.

All restrictions on immigration
are lifted and the Chinese
begin arriving in America in
large numbers.

FILIPINO IMMIGRATION
AND THE UNITED
STATES
FACTORS
INFLUENCING
AMERICAN
SENTIMENT:
Great Depression
Propoganda
Individualistic Society

ANTI-FILIPINO SENTIMENT EMERGES
WITHIN THE US
When analyzing the experience of the Filipino immigration
process to the United States along with the effects of U.S.
imperialistic ideologies on the Philippines, one will see that it
was cupeled with violence, hatred, and discrimination. These
characteristics resemble that of the Asian American
experience attempting to immigrate into the U.S. Although,
this time the spark that ignited the flame to the anti-filipino
attitudes held by many Americans wasn’t the Gold Rush, but
the beginning of the Great Depression. Propaganda and other
means of public scrutiny were also used to maintain these
feelings within society. Cartoons. Drawings and other forms
of entertainment portrayed inaccurate and offensive
characteristics and details to Filipino people in order to
convince the public of the danger of having them a part of the
United States.
The individualistic mindset and culture within the United
States could be seen as an accelerant in the spark of the
social issues with Filipinos within the United States. The
reasoning behind this statement comes from the fact that the
United States and its people have a culture that is oriented
around the self, being independent instead of identifying
with a group. As a result, they could only see how the
immigration of Filipino’s affected them in a negative way
without taking into account the positive effects that it could
have on the Filipino people.

Anti-Filipino Propaganda in the Media

I HOPE YOU’RE HAPPY. YOU’VE STOLEN WHAT LITTLE POSSESSIONS
WE HELD CLOSE.
YOU HAVE STRIPPED US OF OUR DIGNITY, LANGUAGE, AND CULTURE.
FOR WHAT?
WERE YOU THAT DESPERATE TO PROVE TO THE WORLD THAT YOU ARE
POWERFUL
BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE POWERLESS?
OUR HOMES HAVE BEEN TORN APART, BLASTED BY HATRED, BOMBED
BY SELF-INTEREST.
YOU SAY WE HAVE TO REFORM NOW, STRAIGHTEN UP.
YOU HAVE CLAIMED OUR LANGUAGE, OUR CLOTHES, AND NOW YOU
WANT OUR FUTURES.
OF COURSE, YOUR STORY BEGAN WITH A FAMOUS FIGHT FOR
FREEDOM.
YOU BROKE AWAY FROM TYRANNICAL RULE.
IT IS ONLY NATURAL FOR YOU TO ASSUME WE WANT THE SAME.
BUT WHY WERE WE DEEMED THE SAVAGES? WHY WAS HAWAII
TARGETED? OR PUERTO RICO? CUBA? PANAMA?
WHAT DID WE DO TO DESERVE THIS TREATMENT?
YOU TWISTED THE NARRATIVE. YOU DIDN’T WAGE A WAR ON OUR
PEOPLE, OUR CULTURE… NO.
YOU RESCUED US FROM OUR OPPRESSORS AND TAUGHT US HOW TO
SPEAK. HOW TO BREATHE. HOW TO LIVE.
YOU UNITED US AS ONE NATION, UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE. AND YET
WE ARE BROKEN.

Anti-Filipino Propaganda in the Media

STRANGE FRUIT GONE BAD IN A WHOLE NEW WAY,
HANG LOW IN DARK COLORS, THEY TREAT US ALL THE SAME.
NOT BLACK LIKE THEIR PROPERTY BUT BROWN NONETHELESS,
A NEW LAND TO INVADE, MORE PEOPLE TO SUPPRESS.
TO THEM WE ARE YOUNG, WE ARE DUMB, WE NEED SAVING,
TO US, WE MESSED UP, CANNOT TRUST WHAT THEY’RE SAYING.
PROMISED PROSPERITY, FREEDOM, A CHANCE AT LIFE WITHOUT
RULE,
BUT INSTEAD THEY BUILT RAILROADS, AND SCHOOLS,
CONVINCED THEMSELVES WE’RE A NATION OF FOOLS.
DOES IT HELP THEM ALL SLEEP TO PICTURE US IN THIS LIGHT,
DOES IT MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO JUSTIFY THE CAUSE OF THE
FIGHT,
BLACK BODIES, LOOK IN MIRRORS, AND SEE US IN THEIR SIGHT.
HOW DID THIS REALITY COME TO BE?
HOW DID CULTURES ERASE, BE OBSCURED BY THEIR GREED,
AS I WRITE THIS POEM I MAKE A FINAL DECREE,
AMERICA WITHOUT COLOR IS A SIGHT THAT HAS NEVER TO BE SEEN.

Afro-Asian Relations

The presence of white supremacy and racism are not only felt
throughout the United States by African Americans, but it also
expanded into other continents due to colonization and imperial
efforts of the French, British and United States. What sparked the
interest of intellectuals such as W.E.B Du Bois and C.L.R James was the
emergence of Japan as a global player and their strong opposition to
white supremacy and the imperial expansion taking place throughout
the world. James and Du Bois immersed themselves in the topic of
transpacific race contact and were able to come to the conclusion that
African Americans were not alone in the struggles with white
supremacy and racial justice. The two intellectuals recognized the
importance of making those transpacific contacts and relationships in
order to unite in an effort against racial injustices and discrimination.

TAKING
ACTION
The initial idea of imperialism stems from white,
European nations. It brought a sense of “otherness,”
and introduced a power-structure, where the white
man and his ways were seen as superior to the
savagery of African and Asian cultures. Japan made a
stand to end white imperialism by instating nationalist,
anti-imperialist sentiment which provoked Black
Americans to hope that they, too, could fight against
white imperialism. Japan’s stand against imperialism
opened the doors for black scholars like W.E.B. DuBois
to formulate a new racial philosophy of human
emancipation. Today, African Americans are still
experiencing racial dscrimination. Police brutality
plagues America, but we fight back with peaceful
protests and sit-ins. We spread awareness through
social media platforms of the injustice happening in our
country. We come together as one.

"During the second half of the twentieth
century, the same currents of resistance,
now
exceeding
beyond
the
Black
counterpublic sphere in the United States
and gaining strength in the African diaspora
and the Third World, offered Japanese
scholars, Okinawan intellectual-activists,
antiwar Black and white Gls, and peace
activists from mainland Japan and the
United
States
essential
intellectual
resources and creative energies to help
organize
political
projects
at
the
grassroots," (Onishi 7).

DRAWING
INSPIRATION
"Engaging with the politics of culture in a society
where daily reminders of racial subordination
crippled one's self-worth, they took seriously the
utopian appeal that the image of a defiant Japan had
on and could have in Black America,” (Onishi 5).
"Du Bois and C.L.R. James hope in
exploring this transpacific relationship
between Japan and African Americans
in the US largely appeals to black
consciousness. Standing in opposition
to the way in which American society
promoted black subordination in
every way imaginable at the time;
Japan’s defiance was capable of
providing both literal and ideological
hope for black Americans. Du Bois, as
a black intellectual, had the power to
push and further shape the narrative,
using Japan as an ideal archetype for
darker, non-white nations of people to
demonstrate a real possibility for
steps towards liberation on a global
and national scale.

How Labor Brokerage Harms
The Worker and The World

THE DANGERS
OF
NEOLIBERALISM
THE ACTUAL
VALUE OF
FILIPINX WORKERS
BOTH AT HOME
AND ABROAD

How Labor Brokerage Effects
the Migrant Worker
Not only does this neoliberal strategy commodify
human beings in the spirit of Western capitalism, but it
also displaces migrant workers globally. These
workers may live, work, and socialize in the countries
that require their labor, however, they have restricted
rights that do not do an adequate job of protecting
workers from the daily abuses and dangers that they
face.
Additionally, the temporary residency in other
countries can often displace these migrant workers,
creating feelings of belonging nowhere and being
wanted nowhere.
Labor brokerage also depends on the framing of
migrant workers as cheap, it is their main indicator of
value in the global economy. This positioning makes it
nearly impossible for the migrant worker to navigate
global capitalism and rising living costs.

How Exploitation of Migrant
Workers Helps No One
Despite Neo-liberalism's promise to better the global
economy, there are several ways that its strategies
actually harm the countries involved and their
respective economies. For example, in the Philippines,
labor brokerage actually reduced income in the country
and devalued its currency.
In addition to the negative economic outcomes that
this strategy has on exporting countries, labor
brokerage maintains the global hegemony that
positions countries like the United States at the top of
the hierarchy. While exporting migrants for labor may
temporarily alleviate debt concerns or revenue
troubles, it ultimately does not allow for much upward
mobility for the country as a whole in the global
economy.

Filipinx Workers Are More
Than Capitalism Says They Are
As previously mentioned, labor brokerage
prioritizes a migrant worker's ability to be lowcost, efficient labor to another country. For this
reason, Filipinx workers are often celebrated only
for their ability to perform, which dehumanizes
them and erases their complexity.
As told in the stories written by Mia Alvar, Filipinx
culture is rich and diverse and strong. Migrant
workers bring with them a powerful selfdetermination and commitment to provide. More
than this, migrant workers enrich the lives and
cultures of the residents who live in the exploiting
countries. Due to the fact that a majority of
Filipinx workers are domestic, they tend to leave
lasting impacts on the homes they upkeep, the
children they help raise, and the society that they
inevitably contribute to.

