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TED-style Talk: It Takes a City: Chicago Collections and "Born Digital"
Collaboration Among Libraries, Archives, and Museums

Presenter 1 Title
University Librarian, DePaul University

Session Type
15-minute presentation

Abstract

Chicago Collections (http://chicagocollections.org/) is a unique consortium of 30 libraries, archives,
museums, historical societies, scientific institutions, and more, across the City of Chicago and its
suburbs. Building on its signature project, the EXPLORE Chicago Collections digital portal
(http://explore.chicagocollections.org/), the consortium has grown over the past 4 years to include
cooperative reference services, joint exhibitions, public programs, professional development activities,
and community engagement, including extensive connections with K-12 schools. This presentation will
provide an introduction to the Chicago Collections model for collaboration across the libraries, archives,
and museums sector, and will highlight the way in which a collaborative model that was “born digital” has
grown to encompass a variety of face-to-face programs, and continues to provide new opportunities for
collaboration and engagement across the city and across the life span.

Location
KIPJ Theatre

Keywords

Collaboration, Special Collections, Museums, Archives, Professional Development, Community
Engagement
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Talks about Library

L!BRARY

Ohifémi Taiwo

Why Africa must become
a center of knowledge
again read

Posted Sep 2017

Tasos Frantzolas

Everything you hear on
film is a lie

Posted Oct 2016

Michael Bierut

How to design a library
that makes kids want to

Posted Jun 2017
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Gregory Heyworth
How I'm discovering the
secrets of ancient texts

Posted Feb 2016

Frederic Kaplan
How to build an
information time
machine

Ann Morgan

My year reading a book
from every country in
the world

Posted Nov 2015

Posted Jan 2014

Jay Walker

My library of human
imagination

Posted Dec 2008

Jean-Baptiste Michel + Erez
Lieberman Aiden

What we learned from 5
million books

Posted Sep 2011

William Noel
Revealing the lost codex
of Archimedes

Posted May 2012

Amit Sood

Every piece of art you've
ever wanted to see — up
close and searchable

Posted Jun 2016

Lisa Bu
How books can open
your mind

Posted May 2013

Brewster Kahle
A free digital library
Posted Sep 2008
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|deas worth spreading

Brewster Kahle | EG 2007

A free digital library
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BECAUSE
LIBRARIES
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES.
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The place to discover the history and culture of'Chicago.
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http://explore.chicagocollections.org/
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The book Is just
the beginning . . .
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I CHICAGO
COLLECTIONS MEMBERSHIP ~* COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS CONTACT SUPPORT US

ABOUT

NEWO & EVENI

Collaborating. Preserving. Sharing.

http://chicagocollections.org/
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THE NEWBERRY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Chicago's Independent Research Library Since 1887

n OAK PARK DU

“f PEGGY NOTEBAERT
THEATRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY \Z> : NATURE MUSEUM
—— OF AMERICA —

DEPAULUNIVERSITY



STATES TPS &TACTICS VOICES FEATURES VIDEO UNIVERSITY MORE +

? I .' I

]

cLouo
SEAMLESS

Libraries of the Future Focuson i

WORKFORCE

* Digital Collaboration and oncesTaATON
-, Scholarship

The New Media Consortium’s Horizon Report: 2017 Library Lenovo 2:":“
Edition indicates technology will expand the role of the library.
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EXPLORE

CHICAGO COLLECTIONS

WEBSITE FEEDBACK OUR ORGANIZATION
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Abbott, Edith and Grace. Papers, 1870-1967
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“Chicago Collections demonstrates that when
institutions partner to shape and successfully complete
a focused project of shared interest, the trust they
build opens the door to large-scale collaboration.”

Alice Schreyer, Roger and Julie Baskes Vice President for
Collections and Library Services, The Newberry Library
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https://academics.depaul.edu/liberal-studies/first-
year-program/Pages/chicago-quarter.aspx
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CHICAGO'S UNION STOCK YARD
AND THE WORLD IT MADE

Zeppelin Poseurs: Why Chicago's
Airship Dreams Never Took Off

Jason Nargis, Logan Jaffe
August 8, 2016

D D

Dominie A, Pacyga

Infrastructure on the roof of the Intercontinental Hotel, formerly the Medinah Athletic Club, hints it once was an
airship mooring mast. So why didn't the airship business take off in Chicago? (Images: Logan Jaffe/WBEZ and Art
Institute of Chicago, M524651.jpg)

RAWMATERIAL

Uncovering Chicago’s Historical Collections
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The place to discover the history and culture of'Chicago.
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CHOOSE CHICAGO THEATRE
WEEK Y05

FEBRUARY 8-18

MUSEUMAEEK

CHICAGO
HUMANITIES

S restauRanT FESTIVAL—
WEEK 2018
Celebrate

the social life of ideas.
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Contact

CHICAGO

Executive Director COLLECTIONS

Chicago Collections
jlong@chicagocollections.org

Jeanne Long I ‘

Scott Walter
University Librarian
DePaul University
swaltell@depaul.edu
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