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Why the liberal senators rejected Siegan’s ascending ideas

Wlth very gt e fanfare, the Su-
preme Court and the Reagan admin-
istration have begun to repair 50
years of erosion of a fundamental
right granted American citizens by
the Constitution, the protection
against unwarranted seizure of their
property by agencies of government.

iThe Supreme Court led the way
sdme months ago with the first of
several rulings against uncompen-
sated “takings” through regulation.
In compliance with the new jurispru-
dence, President Reagan in March
issued an executive order to curtail
such actions. This month, his order
was implemented by the Justice De-
partment with a tough new set of
guidelines for federal agencies.

Such actions to protect the civil
rights of Americans against high-
handed federal, state and local bu-
reaucrats were long overdue. But be-
fore we celebrate, it might pay to
look at what appears to be a well-
camouflaged effort in the U.S. Senate
to undermine this noble restoration

W@ential protection of free citi-

Commentary

|

zens against governmental tyranny.

Two weeks ago, Teddy Kennedy,
Joe Biden and the like-minded col-
leagues of the Senate Judiciary com-
mittee quietly lynched the Presi-
dent’s nominee for a-judgeship on the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San
Diego. The nominee, as it happens,
was the man who began the cam-
paign for economic civil rights more
than a decade ago, Bernard Siegan of
the University of San Diego law
school.

With Mr. Siegan’s ideas so clearly
in the ascendancy, the senators chose
not to engage him on the merits of
his views. Indeed, Alan Cranston of
California refused even to meet with
his home-state nominee. We can as-
cribe this only to an unwillingness by
the senators to publicly defend prop-
erty seizures. Instead, they simply
delayed action on the nomination for
an unconscionable period.

3
e

Over the past 20 years the Senate
has voted on judicial nominees on av-
erage within a month of their nomi-
nations; the 17-month delay in Mr.
Siegan’s case broke all records. In
the end, when the nomination was
finally rejected by a party-line com-
mittee vote, Teddy Kennedy simply
asserted, without explanation, that
Mr. Siegan was “out” of the main-
stream.”

. Mr. Siegan, an able and articulate
legal scholar who practiced law in
Chicago for 20 years before begin-
ning his academic career at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, actually is very
much a part of today’s mainstream
— which was Teddy Kennedy’s real
problem. In 1976, Mr. Siegan intro-
duced what were then dusty ideas on
private property in his Other Peo-
ple’s Property. This was followed by
Economic Liberties and the Constitu-
tion in 1980. He argued that the Foun-

ders through the Fifth Amendment
takings clause and the contracts
clause of Article I intended to pro-
tect economic rights to the full ex-
tent of all civil rights.

“Taking” of property, he argued,
isn’t confined to seizing someone’s
land to build a highway. There also
can be “regulatory takings,” where
bureaucrats effectively take away

property value through overly bur-

densome zoning or environmental
regulations.

The Supreme Court has upheld the
Siegan view in several cases. In Nol-
lan v. California Coastal Commis-
sion, California had tried to withhold
permission for a homeowner to build
an addition to his beach house unless
he granted a public right of way. The
high court said this was taking cam-
ouflaged as a regulation and that it
required compensation. In another
case, the court ruled that the govern-
ment must compensate for delays
while takings are challenged.

These decisions are milestones in
the move back to the pre-New Deal

.

Bernard Siegan

era when economic rights got the
same protection as other civil liber-
ties. The government is now on no-
tice that regulations that limit how
property can be used aiso can re-
quire compensation. There are suits
against the federal government in
the Court of Claims for some $1 bil-
lion for such regulatory takings.

‘Many are the result of unnecessarily
draconian regulations by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.
President Reagan’s Executive
Order 12630 requires a “Takings Im-
plication Analysis” before federal re-
gulators affect private property and
thereby risk “undue additional bur-
dens of the public fisc.” Attorney
General Meese issued a thick stack .
of guidelines for all agencies to fol- .
Jow. States and localities would be
wise to adopt similar rules to make
sure they don’t saddle their taxpay- °
ers with bills for takings. Vo
We have not heard the last from *
Mr. Siegan. He plans to keep teach- °
ing and writing on economic rights. .
He also plans a book on his experi- .
ence with the Judiciary Committee.
This might again mean debating a
blank wall. But the unwillingness of
the senators to engage in a public
discussion ' of economic civil rights
and their reasons for rejecting Mr.
Siegan probably tell us as much
about their positions as we’ll ever

need to know. /
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Mayor principal: the Cox family’s dynamic duo :

Cheryl and Greg Cox with their two children, Ellie, (left), 8 and
Emily, 4

By Peggy Jo Holly

Contributor

Chula Vista residents may not
have suspected it, but when they
elected Greg Cox as mayor in
1981, they got two for the price
of one.

Greg and his wife Cheryl form
one of the most formidable
husband-and-wife teams in South
Bay politics. By themselves, each
would be a major community
power. Together, they reinforce

each other with city and even
state-wide clout.

Their backgrounds show many
parallels. Both work full-time:
He as one of the few full-time
mayors in California, she as prin-
cipal of the new Chula Vista Hills
Elementary School. Both have
masters degrees, but Cheryl one-
ups her husband with a doc-
torate. Both have been teachers
in community schools.

Both Republicans, the Coxes

have been involved in politics for
years, only he has chosen it as a
profession. They deal with the
public every day. While they each
work to better the South Bay
community, their jobs demand
different approaches to this goal.

Cheryl, a graduate of USD

with a degree in political science, decided to pursue a position as’

began teaching second grade at
Sunnyside Elementary School.
Still interested in politics, she was
a volunteer to a number of
political campaigns.

In 1971, while working on
then-San Diego mayoral can-
didate Pete Wilson’s campaign,
she met the young Greg Cox
when he volunteered to drive for
the Wilson campaign. Cheryl is
fond of telling the story of how
she met her future husband when
Wilson, now a U.S. senator, in-
sisted on climbing into the back
seat of Cox’s Volkswagen Kar-
mann Ghia to let her in the front
to sit by Cox.

After graduating from SDSU
with a degree in social science and
emphasis in political science,
Greg followed in the footsteps of
both his mother and father and
became a teacher. He began his
teaching career at Montgomery
Junior High School and soon
transferred to the position of
ASB advisor at Bonita Vista High
School.

The two teachers dated nearly
five years before they graduated
to the altar. Both taught up until
the day before their wedding on
December 20, 1975.

“‘Our students even attended
the wedding,”’ said Cheryl.

It was a few weeks later that
the mayor pursued another new
venue. During a week-long
basketball tournament that kept
Greg Cox on the move from 6
a.m. to 11 p.m., he announced to
his wife his decision to run for
public office.

‘“That was a surprise,”’ said
Cheryl. “*One night he just came

Imperial Beach
Chula Vista
National City
Star News

in and said, ‘By the way, I think
I'll run for city council.”

He did just that, and won too.
In 1976, the 27-year-old Greg
Cox became the youngest
member ever elected to the Chula
Vista City Council. After serving
his two-term limit, Greg Cox

mayor of Chula Vista.

““My first intention was to run
for State Assembly,”” said Cox.
“When Will Hyde did not want
to run for re-election, and that
position opened up, I had to
evaluate. The Assembly was a
two-year term, a move to
Sacramento, and a lot of travel.
The position of mayor was a
four-year term, in Chula Vista,
and not a lot of travel.”

““Ellie (the eldest of Cox’s two
daughters) was one year old at
the time and I certainly weighed
in favor of staying as close to
home without the travel,” he
said. :

The decision to run for mayor
was not much of a surprise to his
wife; she felt it was a great
opportunity.

““I was glad to help work on a
campaign for someone in the
family,”” Cheryl Cox said. It
was a great opportunity and it
was something he really wanted
to do.’

' With the mayor’s salary of
$13,000, a year Cheryl Cox
became not only a political and
emotional support but a financial
help to her husband as well.

‘‘She became the bread-
winner,”” Greg said candidly.
““Cheryl provided financial
stability for the family, which she
continues to provide.’’

“When you have the oppor-
tunity, it’s good to have people
around you to support you; emo-
tionally, physically, financially,
etc.”” Cheryl said. “When I had
to go up to USC to work on my
doctorate for two or three days at
a time, Greg supported me. Tur-

nabout is fair play.”’

‘‘He’s a pretty good guy,”’ she
said. ‘‘He makes it easy.”

The new mayor continued his
assignment at Bonita Vista; going
to school, the office and back to
school. When May, 1982 roiled
around, Greg found himself
swamped working on both the ci-
ty budget and the pomp and cir-
cumstance of Bonita Vista’s
graduation. Time with his wife
and daughter became scarce.

““The only time I saw Cheryl or
Ellie was when I was getting
ready at 7 a.m. or home at 11
p.m.,”” Greg said. ‘“After two
weeks of that I said “That’s it.” **

He then applied for a leave of
absence from the school district
in 1982 and soon after the
mayoral position became full-
time. The same year, Cheryl Cox
was promoted to principal of
Hilltop Elementary School. With
their new responsibilities, the
Cox family found themselves
even more busy.

“I noticed a change in the
tremendous amount of reading
that Greg had to do,” added
Cheryl. “When he first became
mayor, he came home with a
manila folder of reading to do.
Over the years that has grown in-
to a three- rmged binder to two
binders and a brief case too big to
even carry.”’

The Coxes spend evenings
together with their two
daughters, Ellie, 8, and Emily, 4,
as well as reading and preparing
for the next day, sometimes into
the wee hours of the morning.

Due to their busy schedules,
the Coxes say they sometimes call
each other on the phone at work
to plan their calendars.

““That way no one can inter-
rupt us because we are on the
phone,”’ said Cheryl Cox.

““I read that married people
spend less than forty minutes a
week alone together, and I said,
‘That’s about right.’ "’

.
‘

The success of their mamage
has been credited to mutuaj
respect and support for eacb
other.

“It’s all called IOU’s,” salql
Cheryl with a grin.

She says that she has found
support from her job as well
when she is allowed to take time
to attend some city functions. *;

One function she attended =at
City Hall was on behalf of the
school; Cheryl went before the
council to protest ice cream vén-
dors around schools after
dismissal. The council agresd,
and imposed regulations
recognizing the safety hazatds
and traffic.

“It was just like havmg an)
other citizen come before the
council,”” Greg said. Z:

The mayor, who just recenily
celebrated his 40th birthday, says
that he has no definite plans for
the future after his second tefm
ends in 1990.

“That’s when he is going to g‘et
a real job,” Cheryl said. -j:

Although Greg has<
guaranteed position of a job wﬁh
the school district if, he wants-it,
he appears to be leaning toward
continuing in politics.

The mayor said he sees hls
political options as runmng fpr
State Senate if there is an open-
ing, State Assembly or United
States Congress.

‘‘Half of politics is being at the
right place at the right time,”
Greg said.

A12s good to keep your op-
tions open,’’ Cheryl said. =2

But whatever their plans aﬁ,’.}
the Coxes plan to approach thed
future with the same dynamlsnf‘
that has brought them this fan
It’s summed up by their famtji:
motto, borrowed from eng:
trepeneur Ted Turner. Cheryt:
had it made into a magnet that*
sits in the Mayor’s car. It simpjy.;
reads: ‘‘Lead, follow or get oyt:
of the way.”

)
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By DAvID SHRIBMAN

.Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
 McCOOK, IL—Two weeks ago, Gov.
Michael Dukakis traveled through the
South in triumph, his tour taking on the
.character of a campaign for sheriff as he
‘Stressed law and order and the fight
against drugs.
. This week, as he tours the dust and rust
-of the Midwestern farm and industrial

iy e [T

*see the likely Demo-
cratic nominee vul-
:nerable on the ques-
-tions of prison fur-
-loughs and the siting
- of a new corrections
facility in a tiny
: farming town in the
scentral part of Mas-
.Sachusetts.
In recent days
the Bush campaign has stepped up the
;drumbeat, hoping to make the names
Brendan Boyd, Willie Horton and Eugenio
. Torres part of the 1988 presidential debate.
: The three men—a convicted rapist, a mur-
.derer and a drug user, respectively—are
‘charged with a variety of crimes, including
-two rapes, two stabbings and a murder,
‘while on furlough from Massachusetts cor-
:rectional facilities during the Dukakis ad-
_ ministration.
«~ They are the latest weapons in the Bush
campaign’s effort to paint Mr. Dukakis as
. Soft on crime and to charge that his poli-
- cles are, in the words of Bush campaign
manager Lee Atwater, *‘endangering the
~lives of Americans with murderers, drug
“dealers and rapists who have been permit-
ted to escape” from Massachusetts
- prisons.

The Bush campaign is so eager to publi-
cize details of the Massachusetts furlough
system that it provided a sheaf of docu-
mentation—some of it flawed—and urged a
reporter to visit the Bush headquarters to
discuss the program further. “They’re go-
ing after this issue,” says Harrison Hick-

man, a Democratic
“like dogs in heat.”

But the tactic troubles some Republi-
cans who believe that Mr. Bush trivializes
his campaign by mounting a negative at-
tack against the Massachusetts governor,
especially on an arcane peripheral issue
like prison furloughs, before he sets out a
positive case for his own election.

““This might work if it were the icing on
the cake, but it can’t be the cake,” says
political analyst Kevin Phillips. *Right
now it's only emphasizing that Bush
doesn’t have anything else to say.”

Even so, Bush campaign researchers
have been poring over Massachusetts
prison records, 2
chronicling the
growth in prison fur-
loughs for drug of-
fenders and rapists
in the hope that they
might undercut Mr.
Dukakis's  claims
that he has been
tough on crime and
underscore his oppo-
sition to the death
penalty. “Every \\
time he talks about { —
being tough,” says i i
GOP political con- %
sultant Eddie Mahe, “we’ll talk about

political consultant,

The issue first surfaced after Willie
Horton, a first-degree murderer on life
sentence without parole who had been on
10 successful furloughs, escaped in 1986
and was arrested in April 1987 and charged
with the brutal assault of 3 Maryland cou-
ple. Gov. Dukakis, responding to the Hor-
ton rampage, signed legislation this April
ending the practice of permitting first-de-

Cbming Under Stepped Up Attacks

aign on Issue of Prison F. urloughs

committed to the release program, which
is used on the federal level and is regarded
as sound corrections procedure by many
criminal-justice experts. “With the condi-
tions inside prisons so horrendous, it’s both
a humane and sensible policy to relieve
pressure by letting people outside,” says
Sheldon Krantz, dean of the law school at
the University of San Diego and an expert
m’sﬁmn\cmgﬁmmrgm.————
Massachusetts corrections officials,
moreover, say that the overall escape rate
of 0.5% argues that the program has been
a success for the 10,835 inmates who were
on the 121,713 furloughs granted in the
state between 1972 and 1987. The Dukakis
campaign notes that the program was be-
gun under Gov. Francis Sargent, the Re-
publican who proceeded Mr. Dukakis, and
that a furlough program was in effect in
California during the years Ronald Reagan
was governor. (Some drug dealers and
some murderers were eligible for fur-
loughs in California under Gov. Reagan. In
fact, a forger and two burglars committed
murders while on furlough during the Rea-
gan years. But unlike the Massachusetts
program, furloughs for murderers in Cali-
fornia were available only to prisoners who
were within 90 days of being released from
prison on parole.)
Dukakis Anti-Crime Record
Moreover, the Dukakis anti-crime rec-
ord is impressive. Crime in Massachusetts
dropped 13.4% between 1982 and 1986, the
second largest decline in the country; the
state’s homicide rate is less than half the
national average. Paul Doherty, executive
director of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Po-
lice Association, expresses ‘‘strong objec-
tions” to the former furlough policy but
generally praises Gov. Dukakis's record on
fighting crime.

At an airplane-wing factory here in
McCook yesterday, Mr. Dukakis said the
furlough policy wasn’t a mistake. He ar-
gued that 45 states had some sort of fur-
lough program, said the federal policy was
far more lenient than his state policy and
asserted: ““The issue is what have we done
to cut crime? What are we doing about

drugs?”

Mr. Dukakis also has been put on the

defensive by an imbroglio surrounding a__

decision to place a new 500-bed minimum-
Security prison on a rural tract of land
once used as a school by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is
examining the handling of the decision to
buy the 780-acre site in New Braintree, but
the bureau’s announcement last week that
the governor wasn't 3 subject of the inves-
tigation wasn’t enough to defuse the is-
sue.

Dukakis Cites Executive Privilege

+. First Mr. Dukakis denied any acquaint-
ance with the owners of the land, but one
turned out to be a Dukakis campaign con-
tributor who grew up near the governor.
Then, compounding his political problems
and building suspicions, he is clinging to
an “executive privilege’ claim that kept
key documents in the episode from becom-
ing public.

Dorothea Thomas-Vitrac, New Brain-

 tree Selectwoman, meanwhile is question-

ing Mr. Dukakis’s remark that he didn't
have “the slightest idea who owns the
property and could care less.” She says
that in a meeting in the governor’s office
in May 1986, Mr. Dukakis “‘pointedly asked
who the developer was” and was told it
was Daniel Striar.

Mr. Striar and his partner, Dr. Gary Ja-
cobson, told the Boston Globe this week
they had no relationship with the governor,
denied having any inside information and
said they didn’t know at the time they pur-
chased the land that the state was eyeing it
for a prison.

nor’s legal counsel and a strenuous advo-
cate of placing the prison in New Brain-
tree, says Mr. Dukakis was “ambivalent to
negative'- on placing the facility in the
community, which vigorously opposed it.
*‘He preferred to expand an old site,” says
Mr. Rosenfeld, now a senior campaign ad-
viser. “‘He agreed only when it was very
clear we needed an entirely new facil-
ity.”

To counter Mr. Bush’s use of the-fur-

lough and prison-site issues, the Dukakis
camp is trying to focus attention on the
vice president’s record, including his direc-
ton of the South Florida drug task force.
“This whole barrage is an effort to divert
attention from his own failures with the
drug task force,” says Dukakis press sec-
retary Dayton Duncan. “He was put in
charge of the drug war and tried to fight it
with photo opportunities and, not surpris-

gree murderers sentenced to life imprison-
ment to participate in. the furlough pro-
gram.

But Massachusetts, like 32 other states
that permit furloughs for lifers, remains

TX¥e 3
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Stephen Rosenfeld, who was the gover-

e el

ingly, the war was_lost.”
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“Creative Kids ’88,” a program
to help students stretch their
creative abilities, will be held
July 11-22 and July 25-Aug. 25.
Cost is $55-60 plus $150 for
special afternoon activities. Call
260-4585.

Sports camps for boys and
girls ages 8-18 will be heid in
__June, July and August. Cost is
© $295 resident.camp per week or -
$165-$200 day camp per week.
Sessions in tournament and {
basic tennis, competitive i
swimming, basketball, soccer,
football, volleyball, baseball and
outdoor wilderness will be
offered. For more, call 260-4593.
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By Maureen Nuesca =
Southern Cross
ALCALA PARK — Over 100 people ‘“‘tuned out’
experience centering prayer at a three-night lecture series
given by Father Basil Pennington, OCSO, a Cistercian
monk, at the University of San Diego June 21. :
Father Pennington spoke about Thomas Merton, a
fellow monk, spiritual model and author, citing his
contributions to the Catholic Church and society.
Through his presentations, Father Penmngton shared
Merton’s “contemplative form of prayer and put into
“context his spiritual journey, key momentsin that j journey
and how participants mxght apply Merton’s expenences
to their own lives. s

‘“This ancxent form of prayer dates back to the 5th

century,”’ explained Father Pennington. ‘It was known
as prayer of the heart, with heart meaning the deepest
place within us. Through Merton, it received a new name
— centering prayer — to go to the deepes( center of
oneself, pass through it and be with God,” he continued.

Various letters from Merton have enabled Father
Pennington to capture the essense of this prayer. Merton
wrote his method of meditation ‘‘is centered entirely on
the presence of God, his will and his love.’

Clarifying Merton’s 1hought Father Pennington said,
““This does not mean imagining God. It means to be all
there.”’

In Father Pennington’s words, centering prayer is “‘a
very simple way of prayer which can be used by anyone
who wants to be with God, to experience his love and
presence. It is a prayer of longing that leads into a prayer
of presence.”’

The speaker gave three steps in centering prayer:

Photo by Maureen Nuesca
Futhor Basil Pennington interpreted Thomas Merton’s
form of contemplative prayer during a three-night

lecture series at the University of San Diego.

e Be in faith and love of God who dwells in thc center *
of our being.

e Use a meaningful love or prayer word td rcma.m
present. Begin to repeat this word inwardly. =T **

® During the time of prayer, if dxstracnons occur, use
the love word to retusn to the Lord. :

- Father P reec ded usmg centermg
prayer about 20 minutes twice a- dzy “Itisa prayer of
experience, so. we can only know n by expcnence he
said. S

.Because the prayer takes ‘place at another level of
consciousness (other levels being waking; slcepmg and
dreaming), the rational mind cannot Judge it, It must bc
]udged by its fruits, he said. - - o

Some participants questioned the fact that centering 9
prayer may not be suitable for all personality types.

= Father Pennington responded, ‘‘Contemplative prayer:
is a prayer of bemg a.nd bc; no matter what
pcrsonahty type.” < # g

It is through this comemplauve prayer that Merton
found freedom ‘‘from. those things which enslave us,’’
Father Pennington explained, adding Merton’s spxmual
journey was this quest for freedom.

“What matters is the freedom to be in contact wn.h the
center,”’ the source of all freedom, Merton ‘wrote.

Freedom lies in the capacity to choose what rcally 13,
Father Pennington explained.

Rick Egan, a youth minister at St. Francxs Church in
Vista who also pamcnpated in the lectures, said he had
tried contemplative prayer before and wanted the
opportunity to be taught in person.

““I need prayer every day for the work I do. I know it
works because there is more peace in my life; my body
and spirit become one,’”’ Egan added.
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rison Furloughs: Campaigns Obscuring Complex Issue

By DAVID LAUTER, Times Staff Writer 2£7 5. .

WASHINGTON—As the presi-
dential campaign serve and voiley
over prison furloughs continued
this past week, Massachusetts Gov.
Michael S. Dukakis’ spokesman
accused Vice President George
Bush of having “his facts wrong.”
Bush campaign manager Lee At-
water, in turn, accused Dukakis of
having his facts wrong.

And, as most voters who are’
listening to the charges and coun-
tercharges already probably sus-
pect, both sides have been shad-
ing—and in some cases flatly
ignoring—the facts on a complex
correctional issue in their quest to
score rhetorical points.

Bush’s aides; for example, have

made much of the fact that Massa-
chusetts released 12 drug dealers
on weekend furloughs in 1986. The
Reagan Administration, however,
which also runs a large prison
system, gave furloughs—in some
cases as long as 30 days—to more
than 2,000 people convicted of drug
offenses that year, according to
federal prison officials. How many
of those people were dealers is
unclear, but most probably were.
Prosecutions are almost never ini-
tiated in federal court simply on
drug-possession charges.

ference between the federal and
the Massachusetts systems, one
which Dukakis' aides have been
eager to play down.

Until Aprii, when Dukakis reluc-
cna, signed new legislation
changing the Massachusetts fur-
lough rules, Massachusetts, alone
in the nation, considered murderers
sentenced to life without paroic
eligible for furlough. The policy
stemmed from a state Supreme
Judicial Court decision allowing

* furloughs for murderers.

The decision was issued shortly
after Dukakis' Republican prede-

cessor, Francis Sargent, pushed the
furlough law through the state
Legislature in 1972. Whether Hor-
ton would have been released on
furlough had he been jailed in
another state is unclear. Nearly
every state has a furlough pro-
gram, and 33 allow furloughs for
murderers serving life terms with
the possibility of parole.

In Massachusetts, Horton was
sentenced to life without parole
because that is the state’s automat-
ic penalty for first-degree murder.
In many other states, which allow
parole for murderers, Horton

might, also, have been eligible for
furlough release.

The fact that Horton escaped,
Bush aides insist, shows that Du-
kakis’ much-touted management
skills are an illusion. “Michael
Dukakis has to answer for Willie
Horton,” said Bush spokesman
Mark Goodin. “If Michael Dukakis
had been managing his system the
way he should have,” the Horton
case would not have happened.
“It's good management, not good
luck” that has spared the federal
system a similar disaster, Goodin
said.

But many chief executives, Ron-
ald Reagan among them, might
have to disagree with that argu-
ment. While Reagan was governor
of California, several prisoners
granted furloughs escaped and
committed highly celebrated
crimes. :

In the most widely publicized
case, in 1972, David Brenenstahl, a
26-year-old burglar with a lengthy
juvenile record, escaped while on a
T72-hour furiough and murdered
Los Angeles Police Department
officer Philip J. Riley. After that
incident, and two others in which
furloughed inmates murdered peo-
ple in Orange and San Bernardino
counties, Reagan defcnded the
state program as a ‘“model in

correctional systems for the whole
nation” that has “had great suc-
cess.” . :

And that, said University of San.
Diego School of Law Dean Sheldon
Krantz, undertres a basic point
about all prison release programs.
“It’s understandable to pick out a:
few horrendous cascs,” said:
Krantz, an expert on furlough pro-
grams, but corrections experts in-
sist that the risks of furloughs are

o oA A e

small, particularly in comparison to* |

abolishing furloughs in the current
era of vastly overcrowded prisons. !

“It’s very easy for a politician to!
point the finger at a furlough,
program and say someone is ‘soft
on crime,’” Krantz said. “The;
have an added responsibility to
about the alternatives.”




Statisues Incomplete

Full statistics on. the federal
furlough program are not available.
Earlier this week, Bureau of Pris-
ons officials said they were prepar-
ing a statistical report in response
to numerous requests from news
organizations. Thursday, however,
prisons spokesman Joseph Scibana

said the bureau, which is part of the |

Justice Department, had completed
the report but had been “instruct-
ed” to send it to department head-
quarters rather than release it.

Friday, Justice Department
spokesman Patrick Korten said he
had “problems” with numbers in
the report that did not add up
properly. “I'm just not going to
release it” until those problems can
be straightened out, a job which
would pc finished Tuesday, Korten
said. 3

Even so, available information
on thefederal system leads to a
bottom Jine that is rather uncom-
fortable for Bush: On prison fur-
loughs, at least, the records of the
Dukakis Administration and the
Reagan Administration are not that
far apart. !

Both the federal system, which
jails about 46,000 prisoners, and the
Massachusetts system, which has
just under 7,000, give furloughs to
10% to 15% of their inmates each
year. Federal officials between
Janvary and May of this year
granted some 2,500 furloughs, Sci-
bana said.

‘Both systems grant the releases
far the same reasons. As the federal
Bureau of Prisons’ guidelines put it,
furloughs are not “a reward” or “a
means to shorten a criminal sen-
tence” but a way to help rehabili-
tate inmates and a lever to help
control inmate behavior.

:Both systems provide furloughs
to prisoners who have been con-
victed of a huge variety of
crimes—from drunk driving te
murder, although, on the whole,
the federal system tends to have
less violent inmates and more
white-collar criminals, than state
systems. :

And both have fairly strict con-
trols that, on paper at least, are
designed to prevent release of
prisoners who pose a severe risk to
the community. “Nobody gets even
close to consideration for furlough”
in the federal system “if they are
even the slightest danger to the
community,” Korten insisted.

In both systems, a prisoner must
have becen incarcerated long
enough and be judged sufficiently
rehabilitated to have been moved
into a minimum-security prison
before he can be considered for
furlough. And, in both, prisoners
with bad disciplinary records are
supposed to be ineligible for re-
leasc.

i But those papeér controls are not,
of course, foolproof in either sys-
tem. Both Massachusetts and the
federal prisons have suffered es-
capés by people released on fur-
loughs, on the order of a dozen a
yedr in both cases.

The most disastrous failure of the
Massachusetts system is the case of
Willie Horton—a convicted mur-
derer sentenced to life in prison
without parole, who was released
on a furlough in 1986, escaped and
raped a woman in Maryland. The
case underlines the one major dif-
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By Rita Gillmon

Staff Writer

Three years ago a Christian school
in Solana Beach was being close

down by the Christian Unified School *

District, which operated it then. This
June the school, renamed the Santa
Fe Christian School, graduated 4
seniors — 34 percent of whom are

members of the National Honor Soci- -

ety — and school officials announced
it will purchase the property it sits
on for $3.9 million.

The Christian school district has
agreed in principle to sell the 17-acre
site, which overlooks the ocean, to-
gether with the buildings and swim-
ming pool to the parent-run non-de-
nominational school. Previous plans
to develop the property for income
were stymied by the Solana Beach
City Council’s objection to apart-
ments at that location.

John Couch, chairman of the par-
ent-directed board, said this year’s
graduating class, who were freshmen
when the school was threatened with
closure, have learned a lesson in
what can be accomplished through
faith.

“They have seen us take a bad situ-
ation, and through faith and hard
work, turn it around completely,”
Couch said.

Ninety-one percent of the class
will be attending college in the fall.
Scholarships and awards have gone
to 15 students.

The kindergarten-through-12th-
grade school is run by parents and
staff with a curriculum that em-
phasizes an explorer’s mind-set and
decision making, rather than rote
memorization. In the past two years,
enrollment has grown from 265 to an
expected 600 in September.

The Scripps-Fleet Memorial Fi-
nancial Assistance Fund is assisting
about 25 percent of the school’s stu-
dents with tuition payments.

e The First Southern Baptist
Church in San Diego will hold a Free-
dom Celebration at 10:15 a.m. tomor-
row at the Balboa Park Organ Pavi-
lion, Pastor Michael L. Prince will
deliver the message.

e The Newlight Singers and Or-
chestra will present a concert at 7

m. Thursday at Wesley United
Methodist Church featuring contem-
porary and traditional music.

e Jim Bell, director of Ecological
Life Systems, and Carl Gamez, peace
activist, will discuss ecological tech-
nology for a sustainable global future
at 7 pm. July 9 at the San Diego
Baha'i Center on Alcala Knolls
Drive.

e e

e

Religion News

in brief

o The Rev. Jose Enrique Ayerra,
canon of the Cathedral of Seville in
Spain and a frequent organist for the
King and Queen of Spain, will give a
concert at 8 p.m. Friday at All Soul’s
Episcopal Church in Point Loma. He
will play Bach, Buxtehude and Span-
ish compositions from the 16th to
20th century. i

The following day, July 9, he will
conduct two workshops for organists
and church musicians. The work-
shops on Spanish Organ Music and
the Organs of Spain are co-sponsored
by the U@fégulﬂanl‘igo Litur-
gical Music Program and All Soul’s.
Registration and the morning session
will be held at USD’s Camino Hall
and the afternoon session at All
Soul’s. For information, call Nick Re-
veles at 260-4456 or John Nunes at
260-4682. b

e St. George Serbian Orthodox
Church Choir will present a choral

‘ festival featuring Sloboda of South

Chicago at 4 p.m. July 9 at USD’s
Camino Hall. e

At 10:30 am. July 10 a liturgy will
be celebrated at St. George’s with
Sloboda singing the responses. A ban:
quet will follow at 1:30 p.m.

e Judith Linzer, a member of the

" Vista La Mesa Christian ci‘mi

“church, said the

East i
h
will hold what has been called{a
“healing acupuncture of the e‘ayg\”
following the 10:30 am. worship ser-
vice tomorrow. vd
The Rev. Don Dewey, pastor of éne
congregation will
dedicate a Peace Pole in its sanctu-
ary garden that will carty the legend
“May Peace Prevail on Earth” in
English, Spanish, Japanese and Rus-
sian, one on each of four faces of ﬂ‘le

pole. 3
e The California Distriet of
Wesleyan Churches will hold the 2Qth
annual Spiritual Life Crusade
Wednesday to Friday at Skyline
Wesleyan Church in Lemon Grove.
Thomas Hermiz, president of the
World Gospel Mission, will speak-at 7
p.m. Wednesday, 11 am. and 7 pn.
Thursday and 11 am. Friday at @e
church. 138
e The Hosanna Chorale frm
Rolling Hills Covenant Chureh will
present “The Vision,” a Christian
musical, at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow at the
First United Methodist Church of El

Cajon.
North

A Christian concert featurihg
groups from several North Courily
churches will be held from 1to 7 pm.
Monday at the corner of Iyy and
Main Street in Fallbrook.

A

New Jewish Agenda, will discuss so0-
lutions for Middle East problems at
7:30 p.m. Friday at the Henry George
Center on Morley Street.

o The James Dobson film series,
wpyrn Your Heart Toward Home,”
will continue at First Baptist Church
of Mira Mesa at 6 p.m. tomorrow and
on Sundays through July 31. The
showings are sponsored by First
Baptist and First Filipino Southern
Baptist Church of San Diego.

o The Chapel of the Inner Journey

meets at 10 am. Sundays at the Far
West Bank Building on La Jolla
Boulevard. Janet S. Little is the min-
ister of the holistic church where
prayer, meditation and healing are
practiced. . ;

o Michelle Bauermann will speak
at a fellowship breakfast for North
San Diego Aglow at 9:30 am. Tues-
day at the Cafe on the Bay at Camp-
land in Mission Bay. Bauermann is a
native of The Netherlands involved
in international ministry. - 4

e The Church of Today' will'pres-
ent Steve Osborne, vocalist and the-
ater performer, at its 10 a.m. service
tomorrow in the Pacific Beach Mid-
dle School on Ingraham Street.

will be from Trinity
Chapel Foursquare Church, Mission
San Luis Rey Church of Carlsbad,
New Covenant Fellowship of Rancho
California and Calvary Chapel of
Vista and Oceanside. fi
o Hope United Methodist Chruch
will hold a Freedom Fair from 11
am. to 5:30 pm. at the church and
participate in the Rancho Bernardo
Let Freedom Ring parade Monday. A
youth art festival, video, food and
games will be featured. > o
e Mandy Evans will introduce tle
Option Process at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
at the North County Church of Relig:
ious Science in Encinitas. She will
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also lead a workshop on the process |

from 10 am. to 4 p.m. next Saturday
at the church. ;

South di

Clinical psychologist Paul Kelly
will discuss “Satan and the Vulnera;
ble Adolescent” at 7:30 pm- Wednes-
day at Marie Callendar’s Restaurant;
on G Street in Chula Vista. .. .4
o Jose Pascua, international coory

»

. dinator for the Full Gospel Businesss

men’s Fellowship, will speak at
dinner meeting at 7 pm- July ‘.11~a‘
the South Bay Golf Club. i

b

:'z
‘:
\
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"A few-North. County tesi-

- dents will Be among the hundreds,
of ‘conventioneers packing their
bags and matching to Atlanta or |
dancing to New Orleans to official

ly choose presidential hominees.
-~ Fallbrook - resident Carlton |
{ Poling will bé among® those
. pledged to Jesse Jackson. Also’|
| going to Atlanta is Herbert B.}
i King of Vista. He will attend as an -
at-large alternate, | G
: Heading for
New Orleans to
give Vice Pres-
ident George
Bush the offi-
cial OK are for-

i
i
L
i
t
{
!

man

e Burgener ang |

: 9
“George Bus :c Card, R
: Oceanside, who hosted Bush dur- |

“ ing his recent Escondido campaign P

top. .

. Karin Mur-
phy, an Escon-
dido political
dctivist,” will

erve as an al-
fernate in New

rleans. .

OK, now ex-
_plain it: A new
grou has ‘en-

ered the slow-- " j

* growth scene with the idea of giv-
* ing suggestions on how to preserve

Burgener - |

. San' Diego’s économnic and -envi- | |

~ronmental balance.
. vironment 33 chaired by former
¢ongressmai Lionel Van Deer-
lin, a Vista resident. who has beéen,
?Keepifig an eye on the San Diego,
tCity Council’s struggle with its,

. proposed slow:growdif measures. e

o s e

r .

£ " Coalition for a Balanced o

SE——

7. Sara Katz, spokeswoman for
the coalition, said the group is an
{ education foundation. Its members
:inclﬁde.‘representatives of the'
United. Domestic Workers, the
%Building Trades Council, the San
Diego Chamber of Commerce and

", “the San Diego Tazpayérs Associa-

tion; Scripps Clinics and many*

" tions. : ;
£ “We're all one big happy family,”s
;Katz said.

! The coalition will be studying
{both the proposed city and county

:measures and decide which parts

{ of which measures they can sup-:

wrpogtp IS Y

"“We tealize there are growth

“concerns and- traffic concerns,”

' Katz said. “But to address them on

“an emotional level will not work.”
\:Figuring them out' on a non-

‘ emotional level could take some,
. doing. There are conceivably three
. countywide measures that will be

~decided in November by all county
. voters. San Diego city voters could
4 be given two more to ponder.
" Katz said the coalition hopes to
have translations available for the
* public — “as soon as we can figure
.+ them out for ourselves.”

| 7 Let’s get

physical:

State Sen.

Marian Ber-

geson has been

name th

“most fit female

legislator” by

the California

Association for

Health, Physi-

Recreation and

. Bergeson :
cal Education,
+Dance. = - .
The Newport Beach Republi-
¢an, whose rambling district in-
,'cludes’Fallbrook, received several
other awards in the past year, in-

. cluding Legislator of théYear bﬁv
% . | the League of California Cities an
the California School Boards As-

a ochool o2l
sociation.

Bergeson is running for her sec-
~ond senate term and is expected to
pirouette to victory. SR

- - Please see File, page\82

e ——————— A

. 'other private and public institu- .

e.

ponsrrcara

| Fhe L 10

Continued from page B1
: ITench the seniors: The Bil-
btay view of managing growth will

be among the classes offered by the
Universjty of San Diego’s Univer-
sity of the Third Age.

Supervisor .Brian Bilbray,
who recently called for regional

- planning of indubtrial; cotmmercial
and residential land, is among the
lecturers at the college for those 55
and older. -

Bilbray has had plenty of prac-
tice lecturing to active seniors. A
majority of them make up the
Board of Supervisors. i
> Blame the FZ#
wife: The Cali-
fornia Repub-
lican 'Assem-
bly,; a
10,000-member
conservative or-
ganization, re-
cently met to
call for the par- K
don of Lt. Col. Ol
pllie Northd, protest any new tay
increases and to =0
support Nicara- \nrﬂ
guan freedom .
fighters.
~ The group al-
so passed a res-
olution to cen-
sure and remove
Ass an
Tom Hayden

from office for
‘his un-Ameri-
can action dur-
Ang the Vietnam
-War. And it all
appears .to' be
‘Jane Fonda’s
fault. "

The reason
for the censure
resolution:
“Jane Fonda’s

Tm Hayen
recent apology on the TV show °
#20/20” is unacceptable to Ameri-
can veterans.”’ w8 /




San Diégo o}t 2
(IL TRANSCRIPT

upervisor Brian Bilbray will
! talk about regional growth man-
. agement, Dr. John Donnelly will
. analyzeé whether mercy killings
should be legalized, Joni Ecklund
. will give tips on traveling for the
i elderly, and Donna Wilson will tell
' how to shop the new market of
. long-term health care insurance:
. These are among classes offered at
. University of the Third Age, July
| 11-28, at the USD Manchester
{ Conference Cenfer. In its ninth
_year, the U3A is designed for those
.. 55 and older. The fee is $55 for a
day that begins at 8 a.m. with an
. exercise class, followed by two °
‘hours of lectures. U3A meets

i Mon-
. days through Thursdays. Xfﬁ%

* ok ok
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| Weighs Choiées |
for Atty. Gen.
Byi‘sﬁg J.0STROW o

B | JAMES GERSTENZANG, .
Times Staff Writers . it

WASHINGTON—The White: ¢
House on Wednesday ‘ began ¢
weighing the names of possible
successors for departing Atty. Gen. | |

5

Edwin Meese 11I; and Vice Presi- . ¢
dent George Bush told reporters he . |
would not rule out having the =
choice stay on if he.is elected |
President. . W
Bush’s comment could add some . ¢
attraction to what otherwise would
be at most a six-month job. But:;
White House spokesman Marlin.
Fitzwater said there are “many,
. candidates” interested in the post.” -
‘" Among the names immediately
mentioned by Administration offi- ..
cials as possiblé - successors are o
former Pennsylvania Gov. Richard

- L. Thornburgh, former House Re- ¢
publican leader John J. Rhodes of
Arizona and former Sen. Paul Lax- '
alt (R-Nev.), a longtime friend of ¢
President Reagan: ' i
Meese, who announced on Tues- ¢
day that he would leave by early |
August, met with Reagan on i
Weinesday to discuss Meese's
.plans but Fitzwater said the two
i Please see MEESE, _l'a{o 12

w AR A e Rt g il

| HRETSGO e

Tired up at the gates,” Fi
d. Meanwhile, Meese’s lawyer, '

Timondua vsisibirk sevol

" ‘. Fv. " * 1"‘ {: VVV,
1 42  Part1/Thursday, July 7, 1988

'MEESE{ Whit

"ﬁi?n?eﬁmhuik .

“didn’t spend any, time going over
. candidates.” :
. ' However, Patrick S.
* Meese’s chief spokesman, said the
general had discussed
jate criteria” for his suc-
cessor with Reagan and had sug- X
gested “a couple of names.” Korten .
sajd Meese would not disclose those

Korten,

Etlomey

lp!‘proposed.
IAssistant Atty. Gen. William
Bradford Reyn:;ds predicted the
t of & 1%

coine soon, possibly by next week.

Tom Loranger, a Laxalt spokes-".

man, said the former senator had
told him there is “absolutely no

would |

* with hig longtime friend, E. Robert
Wallach. . ; il
Lewin and attorneys represent-
ing others mentioned in the report,

“ which was submitted under seal to

a special three-judge panel, have
 asked for as much as two weeks to
review and reply to the lengthy
before it is made public.
Reynolds and Lewin, in separate

. interviews, said they could not rule

out a move by Meese to oppose
public release of McKay’s report on
secret

the it was based on
- grand jury material or that McKay
had overstepped his function in

issuing such a lengthy report. Pre-
+ vious reports issued by independ-

trith” to speculation he wmﬂd'fjentcoumelsoninventigationshave

hedd the Justice Department.
Senate Republican leader Bob

' . Dole of Kansas raised the names of

fotmer White House Chief of Staff

. Howard H. Baker Jr. and Judith
Righards Hope, daughter-in-law of
cotnedian Bob Hope. Mrs. Hope’s |
. momination to succeed Judge Rob-

~ ert H. Bork on the US. Circuit |
Cdurt of Appeals in' Washington is
 awaiting Senateaction;

A Lot of Names' A

reached the “short list” stage.

| Fitzwater said Reagan had di-
repted that “a lot of names” be
pulled together for ideration.

fush and Reynolds said the .
gelection process had not yet:

" been much shorter.
But Lewin emphasized that he “:

was not trying to signal that he will
! of the d t

PP

“because I have to wait until I see
it.” Lewin said he was responding
as “any good lawyer and not ruling
anything out.”

Meese has said he considers

McKay’s report a “complete vindi-

: cation” of his conduct, because the
© filing of it signaled that McKay had
. found no evidence to seek his
- indictment.

Reynolds likened Meese’s being
the subject of a lengthy report to
being an unindicted co-conspirator
“where you never have a chance to

- mount a defe Aoyt oiiies 4

“He wants to see what the universe
looks like. We don’t have criteria

that will narrow it down to one or
two people. There are so many
candidates—people who want the °
“job. .. . 1 guarantee you they’ll be

A ‘Perfect Window' - LA
Terry Eastland, Meese's former
spokesman who was fired for what
he said 'was not defending the
‘ attornéy general aggressively
h, said Wednesday that he

Nathan Lewin, said he had not yet

received a copy of the 830-page

rébrt submitted by independent |
cginsel James C. McKay to a:.
f court Tuesday on the 14--

shth investigation he conducted -

into geveral allegations against
Meefe, most involving dealings

gh, said W
thought Meese had picked a “per-
fect window” to announce his de-
parture. By making the announce-
“ment before the report is made
public, Eastland noted, Meese has
been able to capture the headlines
with his claim of being “completely

| vindicated.”

“He doesn’t have to face ques-

e House Studles Choices

! tions of “What's on Page 634 and |
| Page 4297 from reporters,” East-
,, land said.
% Former associates of Meese in
San Diego expressed surprise at the
| news of his resignation and said
they did not expect the attorney
general to move back to the West
Coast any time soon. Meese has said
~ only that he plans to consider job
| opportunities in the private sector.

Plans to Stay in East

LeRoy Knutson, an attorney
who first met Meese when the two
were neighbors in the San Diego
suburb of La Mesa, said Meese )i

" indicated recently that he plans to ||
remain on the East Coast, at least
temporarily, to be close to his
children.

“I would say their hearts are on
! the West Coast but, practically

speaking, they feel they should be |

out there for the time being,” said
| Knutson, who has remained in ||
close contact with Meese through

letters, telephone calls and visits I
. over the years.

! Retired Superior Judge Gilbert I

! Harrelson, who has maintained his
friendship with Meese and visited
him in Washington, said Meese has
been “very cautious and close-
mouthed” about his plans.

Knutson predicted that the at-
torney general would “hit the
speaking circuit” after leaving of -
fice and ultimately join an East

© Coast law firm. He called Meese an

“extraordinary speaker” and said
. he expects he would be in great
~ demand.

Meese's ties to San Diego date to
1975, when he took a job as vice
president for corporate administra-
tion with Rohr Industries. His
tenure there lasted just a year, after
which he became associated with

Knutson's law firm in La Mesa.

In 1977, Meese founded the Cerni-
ter for Criminal Justice Policy and
Management at the University of
San Diego School of Law. Before it
folded in 1986 because of funding

_pr the center sponsored
seminars, conducted research and
 published studies on major issues in
! the criminal justice field. While
4 running the center, Meese also
1 taught criminal justice on a part-
ii time basis at the law school.
{ A campus spokesman said he was
. unaware of any plans by -Meese to
! return to the USD faculty.
i Staff writers William J. Eaton in
Washington, David Lauter in Dallas
| and Jenifer Warren in San Diego
i contributed to this story.

i
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ather Jose Enrique Ayarra,

- professor of organ at the Conser-
vatory of Music in Seville, Spain,
and Canon of the Seville

N Cathedral,{will conduct a 6‘66_
Lo workshop July 9 at 10 a.m. at the

“‘University of San Diego. For in-

| formation, zall 260-4600, Ext.
" 4as6, or 260-4682. : /
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/ ~ Organ workshop at USD /
‘Father Jose Enrique Ayarra, professor of organ at the Conservatory
of Music in Seville, Spain and Cannon of the Seville Catherdral will
conduct a workshop at the University of San Diego onJuly9ati0a.m.
The cost for this day-long ~worksnop, designed for organists and
church musicians, is $15. Registration will begin at 9:30a.m. in Room
131 of Camino Hall on the campus of USD. . 115 :
Forinformation call Fr. Reveles at 260-4600, ext. 4156, or John Nunes ; L




Smuhtq be.on. the 1Qb. market,, 5
“Edwin"Meede” probably’ won't” be™
coming back to USD. “The attor- '
ney ganeral has Tot approached us ;
aboiit ‘coming back nor have we
approached him,”"'said ‘a spokes-
man. More likely, the a.g. will seek *
a' high-powered job in corporate
America or Jom a major law firm,
he pr dlcted

* ¥

52 ,,_y/
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B
ose Enrique Ayarra, pro-
onservatory of Music in
cts workshop for organ-
am. July 9,

T organ at C
condu
h musicians, 10
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.1 ists and churc!
1+ Room 131 Camino Hall. Admission: $15. |ptor-
- mation: 260-4600, ext. 4456. /




CHURCH ROUNDUP - ik \
“United M

ethqigii

\
sts will elect new bishop
1 United Methodists in 12 Western g : :

states, including Alaska and Hawaii, |
will elect a new bishop for the San
_ Francisco area at a Western Juris-
sdictional Conference being held
“Iyesday through Saturday at the °

TUn'werW Diego. Bishop -}
‘Leontine T.C. Kelly is retiring as

:bishop of the Northern California |
Conference after four years in office.
‘She was the first black woman to be
named a bishop in the 9.1-million-
member denomination. The new |
*bishop will be consecrated at 2:30
pm. Friday at the First United
Methodist Church, 2111 Camino del
Rio South. With 517,000 members, the
Western Jurisdiction is the smallest
‘of the six jurisdictions in the denomi-
"nation,
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“HREE Governor’s
ippomtees to Bench

ntinued from Pngé 1

requisite for those seeking
zeships in the Deukmejian era.
iceding that her philosophy may
:nd “naive,” she says her quest
a spot in the judiciary was made
h “very littie attempt to pres-
o the system” and virtually no
>wledge of “people in high plac-

Zarly Lesson
sne thing may have been work-

in her favor: Benke started her .

mb up the legal ladder while
ung. In ninth grade, her social
idies teacher established a mock
artroom to teach students about
: law. Benke played the prosecu-

“1 knew law was for me,” said
nke, who was graduated from
e Qm‘vf-_}s‘l_t‘ﬂf,sanﬂiﬂsﬂ School
Law. T got pushes and shoves
om my parents, who thought it
suld be nice to have a lawyer in
= family.”
Lawyers who monitor the.court
appeal say that Benke—like
ner “Deukmejian . appointees on
= court—clearly has a more con-
rvative bent than justices select-
by former Gov. Jerry Brown.-
>fense \attorneys say they must
ork . somewhat harder to prove
eir case when arguing before a
nel that includes Benke and her
‘ukmejian brethren.
“But I can’t say Benke or any of
em ‘have been political in the
nse of reaching for a conclusion
zardless of the law and the
-ts” said Elaine Alexander of
spellate Defenders Inc., which
ndles appeals for indigent de-
ndants. “We get a fair hearing.”

Although the shot at a seat on ,

¢ state Supreme Court was a
ntalizing opportunity, Benke says
¢ is content with her present lot
life: deciding appeals and teach-
g criminal-procedure courses
art time at California Western
chool of Law.

“I'm happy right where I am,”
:id* Benke, who ‘is married to a
-oduction supervisor at KPBS
levision and has two young sons.

o

ou'd never guess that Rich-
ard Huffman, one of the most
4. respected minds on the San

Diego Superior Court bench, was
once labeled unqualified to be a
judge.

In 1978, a State Bar commission
that evaluates judicial applicants
rejected Huffman—then a deputy
district attorney—based on anony-*

mous comments from attorneys- |

who called him ill-tempered and
vindictive. The commission con-
cluded that Huffman was “too
vigorous a prosecutor” and thus
poorly suited for judicial service.

My, how times change.

Today, the bespectacled Huff-
man—perhaps most famous for his

role in former Mayor Rogerv:

Hedgecock’s first perjury and con-
spiracy trial—is widely respected
not only for his vast background as
a criminal prosecutor but for his
quick mastery of civil law.

‘That Man’s a Jewel’

Since Gov. Deukmejian appoint-
ed him to the Superior Court in
May, 1985, Huffman has built a
reputation as a meticulously
even-handed jurist, -among prose-
cutors and defense attorneys alike.
His colleagues on the bench give
him high marks, too: “That man'sa
jewel,” Presiding Superior Court
Judge Michael Greer said. “I love
him.”

Outside the courthouse, Huffman
sits on an influential committee
that screens local judicial appli-
cants for Deukmejian. The jurist
also is considered the favorite
among four contenders vying for a
spot on-the 4th District Court of
Appeal, which has had a vacancy
since Edward- T. Butler retired
earlier this year.

Perhaps the only wrinkle in
Huffman'’s reputation came recent-
ly when defense attorneys criti-
cized him for a series of pro-prose-
cution rulings in the retrial of Craig
Peyer,; the former CHP officer
convicted of murder last month.
Critics said the rulings indicated
that Huffman's sympathies in the
case lay with the district atterney's
office. Prosecutors called the alle-
gations nonsense.

Cited as a standout among Deuk-
mejian’s appointees, Huffman said
he has met the governor a few
times but does not know him well.
Asked about charges that Deukme-
jian has appointed too many former

STAN HONDA

Richard Huffman, left, and Federico Castro were appomted to the San Dlego Supenor Court bench by Gov. George Deukmeua 3

prosecutors to the bench, the judge
insisted that the appointees are a
diverse group that by no means
espouses a common law-and-order
philosophy. ¢

View on Appointees

“I see a bunch of hard-working.

professionals—people who are not
ideologues,” said Huffman, whose
silver-frosted temples give him an
avuncular look that goes well with
the judicial robe. “Some may sen-
tence more severely than others,
but they all seem to be given to the
notion that we.have a responsibili-
ty to the public to make this court
system function, not only efficient-
1y but also in a humane fashion.”

A 1965 graduate of the Universi-
ty of Southern California’s law
school, Huffman spent his early
career years with the state attor-
ney general’s office. In 1970, he
signed on with the district attorney
and held the No. 2 job in that office

_when he was appointed to the _

bench.

Huffman and his wife, Caroline,
live in Point Loma. Their son,
Richard, is a senior in law school at
the University of San Diego.

o o

hen Federico Castro gota-- -
call in mid-1986 from a

friend who urged him to
apply for an appointment to the
bench, he was.more than a little
surprised. - Wit

“I was a registered Democrat— -
not intending to switch parties—
and this was a Republican adminis-
tration, so I figured I didn’t have a
chance,” Castro recalled.

Gov. George Deukmejian's re-
cord of appointing minorities
wasn't too encouraging, either. At
the time, the governor had not
named a single Latino to the San
Diego bench since taking office in
1983. Furthermore, Deukmejian
had shown a definite preference for
prosecutors, and Castro had a fami- .

ly-law practice. - %

Despite the dauntmg circum-
stances, Castro decided to go for-
ward with an application. Thirteen
agonizing months later, he got a
phone call from the governors
office: Would he be interested in a
spot on t.he San D:ego Supenor
Court?

‘A Great Honor’

“It was a great relief—and a
great honor,” Castro said, remem-
bering the September, 1987, day he
became a judge.

A towering, athletic-looking ju-
rist with a warm.smile and a quick
laugh, Castro is not your average
Deukmejian appointee, For start-
ers, there are the party affiliation
and ethnic heritage. Counting Cas-
tro, Deukmejian has appointed just
10 Democrats and two Latinos to
the San Diego trial court bench.

The Del Cerro resident stands
out in other ways as well. Before

enrolling in law school at the =~

flos Angeles Gimes

" University of San Diego in 1968, he -
worked 14 years in the ‘retail -

business, winding up that career as

personnel director for a large de- -
partment store- chain in the San .

Francisco Bay Area.

- “I loved personnel work;-and" 1t” :

was a fascinating time, with all the

___anti-Vietnam demonstrations .and -

civil rights marches flaring,” Cas=
tro said. “But I had always dreamed
of going to law school.” -

Career No. 2

e

And so he did. A few years later.
his “prayers were answered’ and -

he passed the State Bar-exam.
Career No.2hadbegun. . .0 "
After his appointment,” easero
served briefly at the central.San
Diego cour_thouse. But, given his 14

years of experience as a.divorce -

lawyer, his ultimate destination
was the family-law branch: Once
criticized as a weak link -in "the

=7 Pleasesee THREE, Pa \18
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county’s criminal justice system,
the family court in recent years has
beeh bolste<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>