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“Campaigns
huddle on
debate plan

Bush, Clinton move

to hammer out deal
- 25 BoNTPacE : ;

By FINLAY LEWIS, Copley News Service
WASHINGTON — After a day of rhetorical pos-
turing and battling by fax, representatives of Presi-
dent Bush’s and Bill Clinton’s campaigns last night
met face to face for the first time to negotiate a
schedule and format for the presidential debates. .
The circumstances of the meeting in Washing--
ton, announced by the Clinton campaign and con-
firmed by the White House, appeared to represent.
a procedural victory for the Bush campaign in the
- debate controversy. .
Representatives from the national bipartisan-
commission on debates, which had failed in efforl%#
to bring the two candidates together, did not attend.
the session. Their absence was a condition demanré%;
ed by the White House. s
““This should move the whole debate issue off the-
dime,” said White House spokesman Marlin Fitz-.
water. =
“We're not involved,” said Janet Brown, execu=]
tive director of the Commission on Presidential Deé==
bates, adding the commission still is prepared to-
sponsor the debates if the two campaigns agree. .
The meeting between Robert Teeter, Bush’s’
campaign manager, and Mickey Kantor, his coun='
_terpart in the Democratic campaign, came a day
after Bush’s attempt to turn the tables in the e
bate controversy following several weeks of de-:
fending himself against Clinton’s charges that he-
was avoiding a face-to-face encounter. el
Fitzwater said Kantor called the Bush campaign.
~at 3 p.m. PDT and proposed the meeting, with no
commission members to attend and no statements
to be issued afterward by the participants. | s
“We think it’s important and we're glad they
agreed to meet with us,” Fitzwater said. '
The session also was attended by other aides to

the two candidates. e

S

K  See Debates on Page /A-8.
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Debates

Tw0 campaigns meet
to hammer out plan

Continued from Page A-1 K

Clinton had agreed to partici-
pate in a round of three presiden-
tial debates proposed by the com-
mission, but Bush rejected the
comrqission’s plan to use a single-
moderator format instead of a
panel of reporters.

After days of being heckled by
Clinton supporters showing up at
campaign events dressed as
chickens, Bush on Tuesday of-
fered to participate in debates on
four successive Sundays begin-
ning Oct. 11.

Two debates would feature a
single moderator, while panels of
reporters would ask questions in
the other two. The Bush plan al-
so includes two vice presidential
debates, while the commission’s
package included one debate be-
tween the opposing running
mates. :

“He’s been talking awful brave,
sending these chickens around.
Let’s see him show up for the
debates now,” Bush said of Clin-
ton last night.

“So let’s get it on,” said Bush

earlier in the day on the ABC

morning news program “Good
Morning America.”

“Less rhetoric, less posturing
— and do what the American
people want,” Bush added, calling
his plan “a good, bold proposal.
It’s captured the imagination of
the whole country ... .”

At a campaign event in Clinton,
Md., Clinton responded:

“If we're going to get on with
it, let’s not delay it for two
weeks; let’s start Sunday.”

The commission had planned
the third presidential debate for
Sunday at the University of San
Diego, but it was canceled after a

"2 p.m. deadline passed Tuesday

without agreement from the two
candidates. But San Diego may
still be in the running as a debate
site if an agreement can be
reached.

Clinton suggested later yester-
day that he be included when
Bush appears for a Sunday night
interview on the Cable News
Network program “Larry King

Live.”

“I think Mr. King ought to have
us both on, and let the American
people call the questions in. Then
we get the best of both worlds —
one moderator and millions of
questioners,” Clinton said.

A spokesperson for the King
show said the Bush campaign had
rejected Clinton’s proposal for a
joint appearance but that Clinton

CCOVL‘{' 'd ) —
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Mourning a friend: Democratic nominee Bill Clinton hugs campaign staffer Susan
Berger outside the Washington National Cathedral yesterday. They attended a

memorial service for campaign strategist Paul Tully, who died last week.

has been offered a chance to ap-
pear later in the campaign on the
program.

While the two candidates pos-
tured, their campaign chairmen
dueled in an exchange of letters
and faxes.

Kantor and Teeter both pro-
posed meetings to sort out the
competing debate plans but ini-
tially couldn’t agree on the cir-
cumstances.

Teeter wrote Kantor restating
Bush’s proposal and offering a
meeting either in Washington,
Little Rock, Ark. — site of the
Clinton campaign headquarters
— “or any other location of your
choosing.”

Kantor offered to meet last

night under the auspices of the

bipartisan commission

Teeter responded by insisting
on “direct discussions, without in-
termediaries.” :

Strategists for both parties and
independent observers agreed
yesterday that Bush’s debate
plan amounts to a high-stakes
gamble to challenge Clinton’s
lead in a race that was increas-

_ingly appearing unwinnable for

the president.

“This throws all the cards up in
the air,” said Roger Stone, a Re-
publican consultant. “It’s a roll of
the dice, but at this point he’s
running behind, so where’s the
risk? ... You do well in the de-
bate, you conceivably win.”

Said Mark Siegel, a Democrat-

ic consultant, “They looked at the

numbers, and they knew they
were losing this election, and
they couldn’t retrieve it. So they
are basically tossing in their hand
and asking for five new cards.”

Larry Sabato, a political scien-
tist at the University of Virginia,
termed Bush’s maneuver a “polit-
ical masterstroke because it
takes the monkey off Bush’s back
and puts it on Clinton’s.”

Sabato said, however, that he
doubts Bush’s debate ploy by it-
self would be sufficient to assure
him of victory. .

Contributing to this story were
Copley News Service reporters Amy
Bayer, traveling with Clinton, and
Benjamin Shore, traveling with Bush.
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By URI BERLINER
Staff Writer

First there was Gregory Kingsley, the
most famous child ever to sue his parents,
gaining independence from the mother who
apparently neglected him and finding a
permanent home with the foster parents he
loved. -

-Now anotheér 12-year-old boy — in .
suburban Virginia — is following the same
path, seeking freedom from his natural -

- parents by taking them to court. :

Is this the start of a children’s legal °
revolution, a movement that, according to
the dire warnings of some conservatives,
will lead to the day when kids haul their
folks into court because they don’t want to
eat cabbage? {he _

Or is it a vital step forward for children,
giving them a tool that can protect them
from abusive parents and bureaucratic
indifference? ‘

Or was the case of Gregory Kingsley
simply an irresistible story, played out on
national TV during a presidential campaign
in which Hillary Clinton’s advocacy of
children’s rights has become a hot-button
issue? :

Child’s right recognized

Most legal experts think the case is a
landmark, but they are divided over
whether it will have much practical effect in
the complex area of children’s law.

“We may see a smattering of these cases,
but that’s all,” said Madelyn DeWoody of
the Child Welfare League of America in
Washington, D.C. “What’s important is that
for maybe the first time, a child’s right to
initiate a legal proceeding has been
recognized.” :

Gregory, who was in and out of foste

~ care three times, sought to be adopted by
his foster parents despite his mother’s
desire to get him back. He claimed that his
mother neglected and abused him, so she
should be stripped of her parental rights.
And he got his own lawyer to help him
“divorce” her in an Orlando, Fla., court last
- week. That’s what makes the case unique.

Bob Fellmeth, director of the Children’s
Advocacy Institute at the University of San
_Diego, says Gregory’s triumph is a small
step toward granting children the right “to
state their case in court, independent of

other parties.”

But he believes Gregory’s circumstances
are uncommon because his foster parents
are relatively affluent and knew their way

around the legal system.

“What about the Gregorys without
money who are beaten and abandpned?”
says Fellmeth. “Who is representing them?”

Threat to family?

However, some social conservatives are
claiming Gregory’s triumph threatens the

traditional family.

Charmaine Crouse Yoest of the Family
Research Council in Washington has said
the case grew out of Hillary Clinton’s “far
left agenda,” a philosophy that children
“don’t need the protection of adults —
loving adults — when they’re facin

important life decisions.”

Absolutely untrue, responds Fellmeth.
“The idea that children will sue to keep
from taking the garbage out is utter

nonsense.

[

See Divorce on Pape Cc-3
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Divorce ;s
Consequences of case
hard to determine

Continued from C-1

“That’s not the issue. If you're
chained to ‘a radiator for three
weeks or locked in a closet and
starved, you should have some
rights.”

The fear of kids filing frivolous
lawsuits is absurd, says Fellmeth,
not in the least because adults
sue for silly reasons all the time.

“We have a mechanism for
keeping spurious cases out of
court. The judge says, ‘Dis-
missed, get out of here.””

Ivory Johnson, head of the
county’s Child Protective Ser-
vices unit, said that in situations

like Gregory’s, where a child is

bounced around to different fos-
ter homes, an independent child
advocate is critical.

Children are “traumatized,”
Johnson says, when they are
caught in the limbo of the child
welfare system with no seeming
prospect of a permanent family.
“All children want to feel like
they belong, like they have a
mother and father.”

In matters that come before

San Diego’s Juvenile Court, chil--

dren receive representation from
independent attorneys in the
child advocacy division of the
Public Defender’s office.

But cases where kids seek to
sever ties with their parents are
extremely rare, says Bill Boy-
land, an attorney with the. divi-
sion. “We see far more parents
who don’t want their children
than children who don’t want
their parents.” . o/




the United States becomes a more uralistic society, faith communities
have had to learn to turn to each other for support and fellowship.
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| Editor's note: Today The Daily
Californian launches a yearlong series,
called Religion 101. Every other week
we will examine a denomination, its
bractices and traditions. We will also
brofile a family of that faith and how
they put their faith to work on a daily
basis. Today we look at the ecumenical
movement. On Oct. 10 the focus will be
on the Roman Catholics.

(Con:} ‘d 3)
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has to rely on the assistance of
churches and individuals. Many
other communities get financial.

First in a seri

By Lori Arnold
Californian news editor

n the early hours of the Los
Angeles riots this spring, San
Diegans watched the horror
unfold and wondered if it could happen
jhere, too. Although the county experienced
| pockets of violence, for the most part the an-
“ ger and furor were constructively channeled.

Many in the community attributed the
calm to a grassroots effort started years ear-
lier — a grassroots effort spearheaded by re-
ligious leaders trying to foster cultural
awareness and understanding.

The Rev. Ron Pechance, director of the

University of San Diego’s graduate program
- in theology and religious studies, said there
is no definitive proof of what protected San
Diego, but it is his belief was that the coop-
erative spirit between religious groups could
not be discounted.

“Not only among the Christian churches
but the climate of understanding between
Christians and Jews and between Chris-
tians, Jews and Moslems,” said Pechance.

“There was a time when everyone assumed
different denominations and different relig-
ions in a single country would divide the peo-
| ple. Today, largely because of the ecumenical
movement people, have the sense that our
differences need not divide people butlead to
a new sense of respect for one another.”

Much of that work has been authored by
the San Diego County Ecumenical Confer-
ence, which for three decades has linked peo-

le of different faiths. The Rev. Vaughan

yons, a Presbyterian minister who serves
as director of the organization, said although
the movement is strong in San Diego, it is a
constant struggle to keep the program dy-
namic — especially at times when f;cal con-
gregations are battling financial problems.

Ecumenical movement

Unlike other ecumenical conferences in
smaller communities nationwide, San Diego

assistance for ecumenical pro-'
grams from business, labor and so-
cial organizations. ;

Still, the San Diego conference
boasts 107 member congregations
out of the estimated 500 county-
wide.

£s..

“There was a time when everyone assumed different
denominations and different religions in a single country
would divide the people. Today, largely because of the
ecumenical movement people, have the sense that our
differences need not divide people but lead to a new sense
of respect for one another.”’

The Rev. Ron Pechance

““Churches should not speak with a separate voice. The
ecumenical movement allows us to speak as one voice.
There are a variety of concerns in every community that
should be addressed in one strong voice.”’

The Rev. Lothair Green

““We don’t always agree on every issue and we never will.
But that doesn’t mean we can’t love one another or work
together. It all boils down to us taking seriously the prayer
of Jesus Christ with the disciples, ‘that they may all be one
' ‘ as we are one.””’
The Rev. Vaughan Lyons

““Now we have some real difficult things to work with,
the moral questions. Things where people really do get
divided.”’ i
The Rev. Kenneth Treat

Another factor affecting the ecu-
menical movement in San Diego
County is its high transient and
transplant rate.

“San Diego does not have the
strong roots and ties,” said Lyons,
a former Navy chaplain. “In many communi-

ties the church is the center of all activities.

Here we have more fragmentation. Conse-

quently the church is not the center of family

activities. ”

-Lyons said San Diego’s highly transient
population, coupled with a high number of
multifamily housing units, make it difficult to
minister. Many people just want to remain
outside the scope of organized religion. i

“They often isolate themselves from com-
munity involvement.”

Interfaith programs

Despite the obstacles, San Diego has en-

. joyed some strong interfaith programming,

Among the most recognized programs is the
Interfaith Shelter Network, which several
years ago was named as one of President
Bush’s 1,000 points of light. About to enter its
fifth season, the network provides winter
shelter for single men using the resources of
65 congregations. . )

Last year, 63 percent of the 500 men as-
sisted through the network left it employed.
(Thirteen percent entered the network with
jobs). In addition, 53 percent found housing
and 81 percent secured a source of income
that could help them end their homelessness.

. The conference, which formed in 1970 from
the former San Diego Council of Churches,
has a strong AIDS Chaplaincy program, oper-
ates the Third World Opportunities program
and promotes several l?xands-across-the-bor-
der projects. There is also a seaport ministry
program operating on the waterfront and a
variety of seminars and workshops.

Upcoming events

This weekend the conference is co-sponsor-

1
Please see UNITEI’, Page D2
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ring an ecumenical talk by Dr.
Emilio Castro, retiring general
secretary of the World Council of
Churches. Castro’s topic will be
“Kcumenical Winter?” The session
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Sunday at
the First United Methodist
Church in Mission Valley.

East County movement
The Rev. Kenneth Treat, pastor

of St. Alban’s Epi urch in
El Cajon, has been at the forefront

of the ecumenical movement in

East County. He said his commit-
ment stems from the scriptures

" and particularly the message of St..

Paul that “the church is the body
of Christ. The body had an organ-
izing unity.” 1

“We want to pay attention to
what the church is supposed to be
in the testament,” Treat said: “We
have worked hard to encourage a
great - deal of ethnic under-
standing.”

Both Treat and Lyons said El

Cajon’s International Friendship
Festival evolved out of a folk fair
originally established by the San
Diego County Ecumenical Confer-
ence. ;

“It’s a very positive type thing to
have happen in our community,”
said Lyons. “It focuses on our eth-
nic diversity and richness.”

While much has been done to
foster cultural and ethnic under-

standing, Treat said more work

needs to be done.

“For instance, we have not had
the direct contact with the black
ch}:lrches as we would like,” he
said. :

Local efforts

Treat said the El Cajon Ministe-
rial Association was established in
the early '80s by a core of four
churches: Grant Yeatman from

First Baptist Church, Henk S. Vi-
geveno of First Presbyterian
Church, Max Graham from
Chapel of the Valley United
Methodist and Treat.

“It seemed kind of foolish to go
our own way all the time without
paying attention to what we are
doing.”

Treat said about 10 churches
participate in the association on a
regular basis. ‘

The association sponsors the an-
nual Thanksgiving and Good F'ri-
day services, and a choir festival.
Previously the association also ran
the Samaritan Help Center, which
provided food to the hungry. That
program shut down several years
ago when they lost their facility.

“When we identify some needs
we can work together on what w
can do,” Treat said. ~

He said the association is cur-
rently working on a plan for a joint
music library where music direc-
tors can go to share musical works.

‘Maintenance mode’

Treat said he believes the ecu-
menical movement has slowed
somewhat after international
church leaders conducted their
historic visits. Since then the
ﬁhoto opportunities have ceased,

e said. ‘; '

“Now we have some real difficult
things to work with, the moral
questions,” he said. “Things where
people really do get divided.”

Treat said the ecumenical move-
ment is now in the “maintenance
mode,” e

“It’s a shame,” he said.

As the pog:l tion changes, con-
d

gregations it more and more
difficult to finance the increasing
number of programs needed to
serve their communities. And yet,

that is the time when services are

needed the most, Lyons said.
“Because of the lack of a cohesive
community lifestyle it’s difficult to
get activities and events that have
meaning and éngage in common
interpretations,” he said. “Some

churches do a good job of offering
a wide variety of programs that
are able to meet their needs. It’s

difficult for small churches, with’

small staffs, to do that.
New sectors

The success of El Cajon’s minis-
terial association has been mir-
rored elsewhere. Santee and San
Carlos both boast active programs.
The San Carlos program, called

‘the Navajo Interfaith Association,

was originally started by the lay
members and has, over the years,
evolved into a program for the
clergy.

“I think it’s vitally important,”
said the Rev. Lothair Green, pas-
tor of San Carlos United Method-
ist Church. “Churches should not
speak with a separate voice. The

_ ecumenical movement allows us to

speak as one voice. There are a
variety of concerns in eve
munity that should be addressed
in one strong voice.”

Green said the value of the ecu-
menical movement was displayed
several years ago after Tifereth Is-
rael Synagogue was defaced in a
vicious hate crime. Members of
Green’s congregation assisted in
the clean up and collected money
for the neighboring synagogue.

“Your faith or belief practices are
put into action,” he said. “That is
always a true test of a faith sys-
tem.”

In addition to planning commu-
nity events, Green said the asso-
ciation provides valuable
fellowship to its members.

“It’'s a chance for us to learn
about each other professionally,”
he said. '

That learning curve includes de-
nominational theology and social
policy.

“We are a very mixed group,” he

said. »
| Like the El Cajon group, Navajo
nsors an ecumenical Thanks-
iving service and a choir presen-
tgtion. The group also sponsors
jqint forums on topics of commu-

com--

nity interest such as
drug abuse. His own church has
started a committee to address
racial injustice.

“I do believe it’s extremely im-
portant for us to dialogue. When
we eommunication with other seg-
ments, we know what the sore
spots are. If we don’t dialogue that
doesn’t happen.

Resistance

Still, not everyone embraces the
ecumenical movement. Many con-

servative churches have been slow |

to join causes with other denomi-
nations.

“It often centers around funda-
mentalist issues and interpreta-
tions of the Biblical message,” said
Lyons. “The encouraging sign on
the other hand is there are more
and more conservative and funda-
mentalist churches that are be-
coming more involved with social
issues.” | J

Said Treat: “There are some
groups who think this is a compro-
mise. We are compromising the
truth. The ecumenical movement

-has the liberal title attached to it

and this year liberal has a nasty
tone attached to it.”

Lyons agrees that the union is
not always sweet. There are vast
differences theologically. Differ-
ences that sometimes seem as
thought they could span the Dead
Sea. Issues ﬁke abortion, sex edu-
cation and homosexuality.

angs and '

“We don’t alwdys agree on |

every issue and we never will,” he
said. “But that doesn’t mean we
can’t love one another or work to-
gether. It all boils down to us tak-
ing seriously the prayer of Jesus
Christ with the disciples, ‘that
they may all be one as we are
one.”

Said Pechance: “We have to live
together,” said Pechance. “It
makes a lot of sense that we live

together with respect. It’s not ic-

in% on the cake in a society typi-
cal of ours. It's absolutely
necessary.”(l1a) / /
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Your neighbor is listening in on your
cordless phone conversations. Is that
legal? Your boss monitors your com-
puter mail at work. Is that allowed?

Starting October 5, San Diego con-
sumers can get answers to questions
like these by calling a unique free-of-
charge resource on privacy rights. The
Privacy Rights Clearinghouse is con-
ducting research on telecommunica-
tions-related privacy issues and mak-
ing its findings available to California
consumers. The first of its kind on the

nation, the Clearinghouse is operated

- by thg University of San Diego Scheol

of Law’s Center for Public Interest
Law. the Clearinghouse hotline can be
reached at 298-3396 or 1-800-733-7748.
“Recent polls show people are very
concerned about privacy — who' is
listening to their phone calls, who has
access to their credit reports, what kinds
of information about them is stored in
computers. Our setrvice is here to help
people deal with those concems and
gather information on ways to make
use of new telecommunications tech-
nologies while protecting privacy,” said
Beth Givens, project director for the
Clearinghouse.
The free privacy hotline is staffed
from10a.m.to3 p m. Monday through

ut of Unique Privacy Hotlme

Friday and provides voice mail access
during other hours. The hotline is
being launched in San Diego and will
expand statewide in November. It is
part of a year-long program that is re-
searching consumets’ concerns about
how new telecommunications technol-
ogy affects privacy and what can be
done to preserve it.

Citing the need for the new service,
Givens explained, “New technology
such as intetlinked computers, cellular
phones and instant banking brings
consumers many advantages and in-
creased convenience. However, some-
times these same improvements in serv-
ice can threaten personal privacy.”

“When people feel their privacy has
been invaded, they can expetience some
real anxieties. For example, studies
show when companies extensively
monitor their employees, the result can
be declining morale, a decrease in pro-
ductivity and even increased health prob-
lems,” Givens warned.

In addition to the free consumer hot-
line, the Privacy Rights Clearinghouse
is developing a series of free brochure
on privacy issues. The Clearinghouse
is funded by a grant from the California

Public Utilities Commission’s on’s Tele-

communications Education Trust.
ompueon e e .
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Pr1 vacy B/emg Invaded: ? Call USD Privacy Hotline

Your nexgi%or is listen-
ing in on your cordless
phone conversations. Is
that legal?

Your boss monitors your
computer mail at work. Is
that allowed?

Starting on Monday, Oct.

, San Diego consumers can
get answers to questions
like these by calling a
unique, free-of-charge
resource on privacy rights
at the Umver&LLLf San
Diego.

~—'[1h-e——-PF”vacy Rights
Clearinghouse is conducting
research on telecommunica-
tions-related privacy
issues by making its find-
ings available to Califor-
nia consumers. The first of
its kind in the nation, the
clearinghouse is operated
by the University of San
Diego School of Law’s
Center for Public Interest
Law.

The clearinghouse hot-

line can be reached, begin-

ning Oct. 5, at 298-3396 or

1-800-773-7748.
"Recent

polls show

people are very concerned

about privacy - who is
listening to their phone
calls, what kinds of infor-

mation about them is stored
in computers," said Beth
Givens, project director

for the clearinghouse. "Our -

service is here to help
people deal with those
concerns and gather infor-
mation on ways to make use
of new telecommunications
technologies while protect-
ing privacy."

The free privacy hotline
will be staffed from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday

through Friday. Voice mail

access is provided during

- other hours.

- The hotline is being

~ launched in San Diego and

will be expanded statewide
in November. It is part of

a year-long program that is

researching consumers’
concerns about how new

telecommumcatlonstechnol- ;

ogy affects privacy - and
what can be done to pre-
serve it.

" "New technology such as

interlinked computers,
cellular phones and instant
banking brings consumers
many advantages and in-
creased convenience,"
Givens explained. "However,
sometimes these same im-
provements in service can

G ommission. -

threaten personal privacy.

She said threats to
personal privacy take a
toll on those affected.

"When people feel their
privacy has been invaded,
they can experience some
real anxieties," Givens
said. "For example, studies
show when companies exten-
sively monitor their em-
ployees, the result can be
declining morale, a de-
crease in productivity and
even increased health
problems."

In addition to the free
consumer hotline, the
Privacy Rights Clearing-
house is developing a
series of free brochures on
privaey issues.

The clearinghouse is
funded by a grant form the
Telecommunications Educa-
tion Trust Fund of the

Cahfm:.n@xﬂl_c_Utlhtles
e
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/State Bar F ighting for Its Life
~ Despite the Calls e e
- For Abolishment,

Its DemiseIs
Far From Certain

)

VA
By Michael J. Hall ﬂq//./ el

Daily Journal Staff Writer

uestion: What do Peter Keane, Rich-
ard Annotico and Gert Hirschberg
have in common?

AnSWer: They’re all past, present or future
members of the State Bar Board of Gover-
nors — and they all believe the bar should be
abolished.

Keane, as befits a man who is about to be
sworn in as a member of the bar Board of
Governors, hedges his position, abit.

“If the bar were to assert itself and take on
the Legislature, we’d have a chance of win-
ning,” he said recently. “But whether it [the
bar] has the will to do that, I doubt. What does
that leave? It leaves a need for reorganizing
into both a regulatory body and a body that
does trade association work.”

The idea of abolishing the State Bar is not
new. But the fact that these and an increasing
number of other prominent bar insiders are
talking about abolition is new and indicates
that for now, at least, the bar is in more trou-
ble thanit has seenin alongtime. : ; ; ROBERTLEVINS/ Dally Journal
fo:nh;' aorilfz:;iz z%hg;g?e:imlz GERTHIRSCHBER( — “Nowthe people [the bar has] are overpaid and underworked.”
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ter Appletow, 1ormer Beverly Hills Bar Associ-
ation president Michael H. White and bar-
bashing Southern California attorney Richard
Lubetzky.

“T agree it should be abolished,” said Lu-
betzky, chairman of a consumer group called
Cal Justice. “I don’t see it serving the needs of
the public.”

The same opinion, it appears, is held by
State Assembly Speaker Willie Brown, a
growing number of other legislators, former
Stai iscipline Monitor Robert Fellmeth,
organizations representing California’s~thou-
sands of independent paralegals, and officials
and everyday members of a number of con-
sumer groups.

“The bar should be regulated by a group of
citizens, not by a cartel of self-interested law-
yers,” said Fellmeth, the University of San Di-
egjo professor who spent five years overseeing
reforms m the bar’s lawyer discipline system.
“The bar is an anomaly. It is a dinosaur. It be-
longs in another century. It’s a medieval
guild.”

As about 5,000 members, family and friends
of the of the 133,500-member bar prepare to
gather in San Francisco this weekend for the
attorney organization’s annual convention,
they find themselves targets of an unprece-
dented assault from nearly all sides.

In the Legislature, Speaker Brown’s at-
tempt to flat-out abolish the State Bar was only
narrowly turned aside by a compromise that
has a special commission set to begin an inves-
tigation of the bar’s worth.

In the national arena, lawyer-bashing has
taken center stage in the presidential cam-
paign, with President George Bush enthusias-
tically joining in the attack on excesses by the
profession begun by Vice President Dan
Quayle more than a year ago.

In the courts, the fight is being waged by
groups like the Pacific Legal Foundation —
which already won a far-reaching decision in
the Keller case that restricts bar activities —
and now has a suit challenging the principle of
mandatory bar membership.

In the Keller case, Keller v. State Bar, 110
S.Ct. 2228, the U.S. Supreme Court in 1990
told the California bar that it could not use its
members’ mandatory dues for a number of po-
litical activities without providing members a
mechanism for getting some of their dues
money returned.

R
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MELASSAGAI - “What Ihopeto dois help the bar communicate betterto the. .
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islature] its goals and the services we provide to lawyers and the pubhc
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Among members of the public, the status of
the legal profession may be at its lowest ebb
yet — witness that almost every one of the
100 or so cars that drove by State Bar head-
quarters during a 10-minute period on a recent
Saturday morning blasted its horn in response

to a picketer’s challenge to “Honk If You Hate
Lawyers.”

And even within the profession itself there
is a growing feeling that the State Bar may
have outlived its usefulness, although the at-
torneys who believe that seem to be split into

two diametrically opposed mmpz in their rea-
sons for backing abolition.

In the 65 years since it was founded, the
State Bar has always functioned as a strange
hybrid = half professional-trade association
for the state’s attorneys and half state govern-
ment regulatory agency charged with licens-
ing and disciplining them.

Now, increasing numbers of critics are say-
ing, the fundamental contradictions of those
tworoles are intolerable and it is time to finally
dissolve the State Bar.

The bar’s demise is far from certain, of
course. It has vigorous defenders in and out-
side the profession, and they make a strong
case for maintaining the status quo. And the
bar is fighting back, as well.

“The bar [as it stands] can do more things
for more people and is a better vehicle for
reaching to the hinterlands than a voluntary
bar could ever be,” said Edward E. Kallgren, a
San Francisco attorney who is completing his
term as a member of the bar Board of Gover-
nors. “The problem is that the burdens of pub-
lic benefit would not be spread over all law-
yers. Under a voluntary association, one-third
to hone-half of the lawyers would be carrying
the burden for the whole profession.”

“] don’t know how a voluntary bar could
come close to replicating what we do in non-
discipline areas and education,” said Harvey
Saferstein of Los Angeles, the incoming State
Bar president.

“In the same way lawyers have become the
scapegoat for people’s ennui about American
life, the State Bar is a scapegoat for legislative
ennui about life in California,” said Drucilla
Stender Ramey, executive director of the Bar
Association of San Francisco.

Some people haven’t made up their minds,
like Sen. Bill Lockyer, the Hayward Democrat
who is chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, which controls bar-related legislation
in Sacramento.

Lockyer had toyed with the idea of introduc-
ing his own legislation abolishing the bar, but
held off.

“The fact that I didn’t demonstrates my am-
bivalence on the issue,” Lockyer said recent-
ly. “I recognize legitimate and sound argu-
ments on both sides.”

Helpmg people like Lockyer make up their
mindls is some of the thinking behind the bar’s
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recent decision to hire Mel ASsagai — former

chlef of staff to Senate President Pro Tem

David Roberti, D-Hollywood — as its chief.

Sacramento lobbyist.

“One of the strengths I bring to the bar is
my experience in the Legislature and my rela-
tionships with many of the members,” Assagai
said. “What I hope to do is help the bar com-
municate better to the members [of the Legis-
lature] its goals and the services we provide to
lawyers and the public.”

From outside the bar, the attacks come in
two main volleys. One is that it is an inherent
conflict of interest to allow lawyers to regulate
lawyers; the other holds that the lawyer
“monopoly”’ over providing legal services
needs to be broken.

Inside the profession, there are also two
main arguments. Some conservatives, of
whom Daily Journal columnist leschberg is
an example, hold that the State Bar is an en-
thusiastic collaborator in a political decision to
impose onerous and unjustified restrictions on
lawyers.

“I always liked the volunteer system [of dis-
cipline],” Hirschberg said. “I had a great deal
of pride in the State Bar. They were good peo-
ple. Now the people they have are overpaid
and underworked.”

Hirschberg’s whose anti-bar diatribes have
driven otherwise reticent bar supporters into
mouthing obscenities, added, “Everyone I
know thinks the State Bar is the enemy.”

The other insider argument against the bar,
voiced by people like White, Keane and Apple-
ton, holds that too much politics isn’t the prob-
lem. Rather, it is the bar’s inability to take part
in politics that argues for getting rid of the
State Bar and forming a purely voluntary state-
wide association that could speak up forcefully
for lawyers’ interests.

“In their rush to please the Legislature, to

| not offend, the bar has offended every other

group that could have supported them,” Ap-

PETERAPPLETON -

pleton said. “What’s the harm in letting it go?
It would be tough, but what’s wrong with
that?”

The bar’s defenders, who probably include a
majority within the profession, make the case
that as a dual-purpose entity, the bar can do
things like funding legal services for the poor
that aren’t otherwise being done on the state
or federal level.

To its members, the bar’s defenders make
the argument that it is the only organization
that truly brings together the entire California
legal community and has all its interests at
heart. A voluntary bar, they say, would quickly
fall under the domination of big-city interests.

Saferstein, the about-to-be-inaugurated bar
president, conceded that a voluntary organiza-
tion could do some things that the current qua-
si-governmental State Bar cannot.

“What's the harmin letting itgo?”’

“A type of voluntary bar could do the one
thing the State Bar can’t do, and that is to raise

money and lobby,” he said. “The current
structure makes that impossible. But I believe
there is plenty of room within the confines of
the Keller case to advocate the kinds of things
important to the administration of justice and
the legal system.

“It is irreplaceable in areas like public inter-
est law and legal services,” said San Fran-
cisco’s Ramey.

“I have this terrible feeling that the Legisla-
ture doesn’t understand what we do,” said
Arthur Gray of Anaheim, a member of the bar
Board of Governors. “I'm puzzled why there is
a lack of understanding about why dues are so
high, then the discipline system was virtually
forced on us. When you take the discipline sys-
tem and the client security fund, you don’t

ROBERT LEVINS/Daily Journal

have much left.”

Another Board of Governors’ member,
Pauline Gee of Marysville, said, “My sense is
that lawyers who take advantage of what we
do and are aware of what we offer would sup-
port the concept of an integrated bar, while
those who are not so familiar — pnmanly
small firm and solo practitioners — perceive
the bar to be an organization that takes their
money and then disciplines them.”

Raymond Marshall, an officer with the San
Francisco bar, put it this way: “It would cer-
tainly be highly disruptive to go to a voluntary
bar. The bar does provide funding for pro-
grams beneficial to local bars, and when it
wants to, it can put its clout behind issues local
bars can’t.”
~ The question now appears to be whether it
will use that clout for its own salvation. L
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SD Si(%hony kicks off

Classical Interlude
By PAT STEIN

More than 300 vocal and
instrumental musicians will
combine their talents this
\weekend when the San Diego
Symphony’s winter concert

season begins with three
‘performances of Carl Orff’s
‘dramatic “Carmina Burana.”

| Joining the symphony onstage
|at Copley Symphony Hall tonight
and Saturday at 8 p.m. and at 2
p.m. on Sunday, will be the San
Diego Master Chorale, the La
Jolla Symphony Chorus, the
]Choristers of the Cathedral
{Church of St. Paul and three
‘soloists.

century composition by Orff
based on 13th century
manuscripts describing the
uncontrollable twists of fate that
are a part of human life. The
‘massive work is a collection of
‘secular songs for singers
|“accompanied by instruments
‘and magic images.” With its
|similarity to early folk music, it is
|surely one of the most accessible
and thrilling works
‘ classical repertoire.
¢ Opening the program under
| the direction of SDS music
‘ director Yoav Talmi are “Fanfare
‘ for the Common Man” by Aaron
| Copland and Richard Strauss’s
| “Don Juan” tone poem.
\ On Friday, Oct. 9, Maestro
| Talmi and the symphony will
| preview for hometown audiences
‘i the program that the orchestra
\will perform among Mexico’s
]Chichen Itza ruins at the
| quincentennial celebration of the
| State of Yucatan.
| The special “Encounter of Two
Worlds” concert includes Verdi’s
Overture to I Vespri Siciliana,
Barber’s Adagio for Strings,
Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite, de
Falla’s Two Dances from “The
Three Cornered Hat,” (
‘Revueltas’ La Noche de los

“Carmina Burana” is a 20th

in the

and

Yoav Talmi is San Diego
Symphony’s music director.

Mayas. The send-off concert
begins at 8 p.m., preceded by a
reception at 7 p.m. featuring
refreshments and a display of
Mayan art and artifacts from the
San Diego Museum of Art. Tickets
for reception and concert are $25
to $50. After the Oct. 12 concert in
the floodlit ruins of Chichen Itza,
Talmi and the orchestra will
return to Copley Symphony Hall'
to perform the first in the Ovation

series of concerts Oct. 15 and 16 at |

8 p.m. Program highlights will be
Brahms’ Symphony No. 3 in F
Major and Rachmaninov’s Piano
Concerto No. 2 in C minor
featuring pianist Ruth Laredo.
Regular single concert tickets
are $15 to $40 and can be ordered
by calling 699-4205 or purchased
at the symphony hall box office,
1245 Seventh Ave., San Diego.

Tokyo Quartet performs

The world-renowned Tokyo
String Quartet will perform
Saturday, Oct. 10, to kick off the
La Jolla Chamber Music Society’s
1992-93 Sherwood concert series
at the Museum of Contemporary
Art’s Sherwood Auditorium, 700
Prospect St., La Jolla.

The quartet, which has been
acclaimed for its superb

TV
L ]
winter s
| technical mastery and the
| intensity and commitment it

| brings to performances, will play
| music by Haydn, Beethoven and

Shostakovich in the 8 p.m.
concert. For ticket information
call 459-3728.

- Concert at Moonlight

The 70-member Coastal
Communities Concert band will
make its first appearance at
Moonlight Amphitheater this
Sunday at 6 p.m.

Under the direction of Don
Caneva, the band will perform a
wide variety of music including
marches, Broadway show tunes
and themes from motion pictures.
Formed under the auspices of the
San Dieguito Adult Education
program nine years ago, the all-
volunteer concert band includes
dedicated musicians from all
parts of San Diego County.

Tickets are $5 for lawn seating
and $7 for reserved seating. For
ticket information call 724-2110.

Early music at USD

Playing authentic period
instruments, the Amsterdam
Baroque Orchestra will perform
on Monday, Oct. 12, at Shiley

The Tokyo Striné Quartet performs Saturday at the ‘Museum of

eason with ‘Carmina Burana’

ik .

Contemporary Art’s Sherwood Auditorium in La Jolla.

Theater on the Ugiveréity of San
".’ﬂi«n-_‘; ’

Diego campus. :
. The acclaimed ensemble will
play a Mozart divertimento, a
concerto grosso by Handel, a

Bach suite, Telemann’s overture
from Tafelmusik III and

Rameau’s Suite in G Major.
Presented by the Early Music
Society of San Diego as part of its
international series, the concert
begins at 8 p.m.
For ticket information call 291-

8246. /
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Just how much monitoring is toomuch’

B Free hotline will answer anxious callers’ questions about privacy rights. Service is nation’s first.

By JOE WAYNE

J
77
g‘v :
ASSISTANT EDITOR gf\

Do you suspect your neighbor is
listening in on your cordless-phone
conversations? Or your boss is moni-
toring your computer mail at work?
Is that an invasion of privacy? What
kind of privacy rights do you have?

Beginning Oct. 5, San Diegans can
get questions like these answered fast
by calling the Privacy Hotline at 298-

3396 or (800) 773-7748. The hotline
is a project of the Privacy Clearing-
house, which is conducting research
on telecommunications privacy is-
sues. The Clearinghouse, which is the
first of its kind in the nation, is oper-
ated by the University of San Diego’s
Center for Public Interest Law.

“Recent polls show people are very
concerned about privacy — who is
listening to their phone calls, who

has access to their credit reports,
what kind of information about them
is stored on computers,” said Beth
Givens, project director for the
Clearinghouse. “Our service is to
help people deal with those con-
cerns.” Givens also said that the cen-
ter would be gathering information
on ways to use telecommunications
technologies while ensuring that pri-
vacy was protected.

“We are going to analyze the types
of abuses that people report and the
types of concerns that people have,
compare that with the existing fed-
eral and state law and look for areas
that need improvement and make
recommendations,”  Givens  ex-
plained. :

The free privacy hotline will be
staffed from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. Voice mail mes-

saging will be available during other

hours. San Diego will be the first city

to offer the hotline service which will
expand statewide in November as
part of a year-long program.

The project may also offer some
insight into the downside of em-
ployee monitoring.
~ “When people feel their privacy is
being invaded they can experience
some real anxieties.” Givens said.
“Studies show that when companies
extensively monitor their employees,
the result can be declining morale, a
decrease in productivity and even in-
creased health problems.” e

In addition to the free consumer
hotline, the Privacy Rights Clearing-

house is developing a series of free

brochures on privacy issues.

“We have been wanting to do this
for a couple of years,” Givens said,
noting that some of the new telecom-
munications technology has both
beneficial and harmful potential from
a consumer standpoint. ‘ 7
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“ Now that’s another matter entirely.

- University of San Diego fullback Scott Spor-
|| rer is sitting poolside, hours removed from the
|5 suit and tie he wore for an interview with a local

‘accounting firm Friday morning.

‘ «all the stupid accounting ]okes

|

| ~Let’s assume Sporrer is better at auditing

l .others than he is himself. Going into today’s 1:30
_p.m. homecoming game against Cal Lutheran

| (0-2) at USD’s Torero Stadium, the 5-foot-11,

1 .185-pound senior is 330 yards shy of breaking

USD’s career rushing record of 2, 176 yards

stablished by Todd Jackson.

1986 t0 1989.

wguj; a calculator. Better yet, an ego.

« victories and accomplishments.

_an asset to this team.”

Sporrer, a senior accounting major, has inter-
viewed with four firms—he has one more
“interview Monday -—and hopes to land a job with
. one of them come graduation day in May. :

.. {‘Everyone thinks accountants are a bunch of
l‘ .bean counters,” he said. “I'm getting a little
| ' worried, though, because I'm startmg to laugh at

Sporrer, who has gained 1,847 yards in
ree-plus seasons, estimated he needed at least
- five hundred to break the mark Jackson set from

“No way. Really?” he said. Somebody buy this

| It comes as no surprise to Sporrer’s coaches
_and teammates that individual records and
| achievements run a distant second to team

“Personally, I don't think it matters to him
. when [the record] happens,” said sophomore
| running back Michael Henry. “But with six
games left, no one’s going to stop him.” ;
Running back coach Jack Rubidoux hopes not.
He described Sporrer as one of the hardest
s . working—and most popular—team members.
‘ “You want to see any individual who works
" that hard achieve something spec1al "’ Rubidoux
; -said. “But he really wants to, in my opinion, be

/0-3-72

orrer Nears USD Mark, but Who’s Counting?
A 75(

~SAN DIEGO—Beans he can count. Yardage?

BRUCE K. HUFF / Los Angeles Times
USD counts on Scott Sporrer to set records.

Sporrer is averaging 97.3 yards a game for the
Toreros (2-1-1)—his 152 against Cal State

. Hayward were a season best, and Rubidoux said

his best is yet to come—and his three touch-
downs are second only to quarterback Mlchael
Bennett.

But statistics aside, Sporrer also acts as an
unofficial cheerleader. Rubidoux said it isn’t

unusual to see Sporrer pop up out of a tackle ,

with a mile-wide grin.

‘ “That enthusiasm carries over to the line-
men,” he said. “They know he’s not afraid to
take a hit and that he can give one.”

Henry recalled a game early in the season in
which Sporrer was stuffed at the line of
scrimmage and proceeded to leap out of the
tackle and throw his fist in the air.

“He takes this huge hit, and he gets up and
gives us a big ‘yeah,’ ” Henry said. “Then he got

- perform better . .

the ball the next four times and rushed for at
least seven yards on every one.”

When reminded of the incident, Sporrer broke
out in a smile: “There’s a difference when you
take a hit that hurts and when you take one that
feels good. That one felt good. Then I started
yelling and screaming to get the team going, and
they started catching on.”

‘Sporrer caught on early to the reality that his
senior year marks the end of his football career,
and he decided to do somethmg dlfferent to
prepare for it.

In the past, Sporrer used his summers to
concentrate on lifting weights and bulking

~himself up. This time, he ran with members of

the soccer team and dropped 15 pounds.

“I guess I just wanted to try something
different,” Sporrer said. “My senior year I felt
really loose, really flexible. When your muscles
feel that way, you can cut quick and you can

. It’s helped bring out my best
talent.” -

Too often, seniors realize too late that their
college careers are winding down and they’ve
run out of time to do anything that will leave a
lasting impression.

- “Scott didn’t wait for that to happen,” Rubi-
doux said. “He realized before the season that
every game, every practice is one less that he’s
going to have. He really worked hard for his
senior year. That’s a tribute to what kind of
player, what kind of person he is.

“He’ll do well whatever he does, Whether it’s
on or off the football field.”

Take that to mean that Sporrer will make one
heck of a bean counter.

Torero Notes

Cal Lutheran holds a 9-1 lead in the head to- head series
against USD. Against the Kingsmen last year, USD led,
20-14, before losing, 21-20. “The thing I remember most is:
that we were up, 17-0,” USD Coach Brian Fogarty said.
“We don’t want that to happen again.” Cal Lutheran comes
off a 34-33 loss to Azusa Pacific. The Kingsmen led, 33-31,
in the finals seconds, but instead of running out the clock,
Cal Lutheran tried to run the ball, fumbled, and Azu
Pacific recovered and kicked a 45-yard field goal.
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By BUSTER OLNEY
Staff Writer

The Rev. Owen Mullen, once the
chaplain for USD’s football team, re-

mer Toreros running back Todd Jack-
‘ son. Before the priest began the vows,

“however, he couldn’t quell the fan:

| within hlmself

~ Father Mullen informed those gath-

“ered that Jackson held_USD’s career
‘record for rushing yardage. And he
‘also noted that the young man des-

“ tined to eclipse Jackson’s mark was

- among the guests.

| That would be senior Scott Sporrer,

- a longtime friend of Jackson’s from

| Placentia, where both attended El Do-

' rado High. Sporrer, who needs 330

_yards to break Jackson’s record of

12,176, will continue his pursuit <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>