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Introduction - Hypothesis

The current project focusas on the strategies people are most liksly to employ - Due to reflactions on in-person interactions. participants will report

when they are working to reduce uncertainty m face-to-face mteractions, hizher levels of interactive stratesies than both passive or extractive

with attention to the way demographics {e.2., race or gender) might mmpact stratesies.

the choice of strategies an indnadual 15 most melined to select. While there - Strategies (i.e., interactive vs. passive or exiractive) usad most often

has been some research relating to the way demographics night impact will be smmilar to other parhcipants from the same racial 1dentities az

uncertainfy reduchon, specific sirategies of uncertainty reduction are them

ralztively imexplored from a demographic perspective. Participants wera - Participantz age 18-30 will be more likely to uza both pazzive or

askad about which uncartainty reduction strategies they use durmg mitial extractive stratesies than participants age 30 and older

mteractions. Comsistent with the rasearch hypotheses, there were differencas - Participants age 30 and older wall be maore likely to use both

m the strategias different racial and zge zroups used. Counter to predichion, interactive stratesies than participants aze 13-30

there were no differences found m the way participants from different - Womean are more hikely to uss salf-disclosure a5 a strategy to reduce

genders uzed siratezies, specifically zalf-dizclozure e ey

-, o
Methods [ 4 Results

- An onlme survey was conducted using the - Participants reportad higher levals of interactive strategies (m =3 .54, zd=0.85) than passive
Qualtrics platform of extractive strategies (m = 2.30, zd = 0.8]) using a paired samples f-test (1= 1028, p= .000)

- Imtotal 190 participants completed the survey - There were significant differences by self-identified race in participants’ uses of both active

- The survey began with five questions relatmg to strategies (F =242 p= 018) and passrve/exiractive stratesies (F=416, p = 000)
demographic identtties of the participants, - Younger participants ware more likely fo uze those passtve or extractve stratesies (m=
mecluding age. gender, ethmeity, socioeconomic 3.15, zd=10.91) than were older participants (m=2.T1, sd=0.77), using a cns-way anahrsis of
status, and resiomal location inthe United States variance (F= 968, p= 002}

- The survey asked participants about uncertamty - There was no difference betwean those 30 and older {m =331, s5d =084} compared to those
reduction expenences, strategies includms self age 18-30 (m =3.76, zd = 0.89) in their use of interactive strategies (F =291, p=_080)
disclosure, and parcerved closensss of the - Counter to prediction, women ware not more likely to share personal mformation with

 subseguent relationship S\ someone if they were shanng information with them (F =168, p=_1%6)
Discussion

The results from this sfudy were able to provide msight into how demosraphic groups wsed certain stratezies to reduce their uncertainty about someons
they just met. Through examming relationzl closensss, this study was alzo able to conzider how effactrre the parbicipant thought the strafesiaz wers
The study was not lmaited to a certain population and provided a vanety of demographic identities to be representad m the results. The reprezentation of
diffarent populations not only allewed the analysis of those groups but also the companson of certain groups to one another. In some cases, multiple
groups ware anahvzed together i companzon of 2 group with many participants

MMoving forovard, research can comsider intersectionzlity of identities among the participants as well as the type of relationship participants were
conzidering while takang the survey




