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Abstract Abstract 
Is your institution planning or hoping to plan a beprexit? If so, you are not alone. Many colleges and 
universities are seeking alternatives to Digital Commons since the August 2017 acquisition of bepress by 
Elsevier. The Statewide California Electronic Library Consortium (SCELC) Institutional Repository (IR) 
Subcommittee formed in late 2017 to perform an environmental scan of current and emerging 
institutional repository platforms and the ways in which they meet the needs and match the values of 
SCELC member institutions, the majority of which are small to midsize private colleges and universities 
that do not have the staff or infrastructure to build or support a homegrown or Open Source IR. The 
SCELC IR Subcommittee members represent a range of institutions, some that have Digital Commons, 
some that have another IR platform, and some that don’t yet have, but want, an IR. 

Subcommittee members evaluated IR solutions from companies such as TIND and Ubquity Press and 
consortia such as LYRASIS. Because the turnkey IR platform solution space is still emerging, the SCELC IR 
Subcommittee also investigated current consortial projects. PALNI and PALCI, consortia similar to SCELC 
based in Indiana and Pennsylvania, are working with a developer to improve Hyku for the consortial IR 
environment. This session will educate attendees about for-profit, non-profit, and consortial options in 
today’s IR landscape, as well as provide information regarding the IR needs and preferences of SCELC 
member organizations. 

Location Location 

Keywords Keywords 
Institutional Repositories; beprexit; scholarly communication 

Creative Commons License Creative Commons License 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 License 

This event is available at Digital USD: https://digital.sandiego.edu/symposium/2021/2021/18 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://digital.sandiego.edu/symposium/2021/2021/18


Beprexit to Nowhere
The Institutional Repository Platform Landscape 

from the Perspective of 
Small-to-Midsized Private Institutions

Shannon Kealey
Head of the Life & Health Sciences Division, UC Berkeley Library

Former Chair of SCELC IR Subcommittee (2017 - 2019)

Jennifer Beamer 
Scholarly Communication & Open Publishing Coordinator, Claremont Colleges 

Current Co-Chair of SCELC IR Subcommittee (2019 - present)



Who are we?



Who are we?
Shannon Kealey, Chair of SCELC 
Institutional Repository Subcommittee 
(2017-2019)

Head of the Life & Health Sciences Division, 
UC Berkeley Library (2019-Present)

Science Librarian & Scholarly 
Communication Coordinator, Santa Clara 
University (2014 - 2019) 



Who are we?
Jennifer Beamer, Co-Chair SCELC 
Institutional Repository Subcommittee 
(2019 - Present)

Scholarly Communications and Open 
Publishing Coordinator, The Claremont 
Colleges, CA ( 2018 - Present)

University of Hawaii at Manoa, Digital 
Initiatives Librarian (2016 - 2018)

Shannon Kealey, Chair of SCELC 
Institutional Repository Subcommittee 
(2017-2019)

Head of the Life & Health Sciences Division, 
UC Berkeley Library (2019-Present)

Science Librarian & Scholarly 
Communication Coordinator, Santa Clara 
University (2014 - 2019) 



Who are you?















 How’d we get there? ...What is SCELC ? 

Statewide California Electronic Library Consortium (SCELC) was 
established in 1986 to develop resource-sharing among the libraries of 
private academic institutions in Southern California. (including Hawaii, 
Texas, Illinois) 

● 110+ member institutions
● 230+ affiliate institutions
● Approximately 500,000 aggregate student population
● Over $200,000,000 in library budgets
● Purchases more than 21,430,000 volumes



2017

2018

2013

2016

IR 
Subcommittee
Formed



Original IR Subcommittee Member Institutions & Charge

Digital Commons Other IR Platform Seeking an IR

Occidental College 
(Darren Hall)

California College of the 
Arts (Eric Phetteplace)

University of La Verne 
(Vinaya Tripuraneni)

Santa Clara University 
(Shannon Kealey)

Caltech (Tommy Keswick, 
Heather Wilson)

Whittier College (Sonia 
Chaidez)

University of Redlands 
(Paige Mann)

University of San 
Francisco (Charlotte Roh)







● Claremont School of Theology
● Montana State Library

https://cst.edu/free-online-digital-library/
https://blog.archive.org/2011/01/14/montana-state-library-adopts-the-internet-archive-as-its-institutional-repository/












SCELC IR Interest Check Survey Preliminary 
Results

Are you planning to leave 
your current platform vendor 
and/or get a new institutional 
repository solution? 
(69 responses)





18 Months later...IR Subcommittee Member Institutions

Digital Commons Other IR Platform Seeking an IR

Claremont Colleges 
(Jennifer Beamer) 

California College of the 
Arts (Eric Phetteplace)

University of La Verne 
(Jennifer E. Cady )

Santa Clara University 
(Summer Shetenhelm)

Caltech (George Porter) Whittier College (Sonia 
Chaidez)

University of Redlands 
(Paige Mann)

Occidental College  
(Darren Hall)

University of San 
Francisco (Charlotte Roh)



Recent Collaborations:

IR 
Subcommittee +

SCELC Institutional 
Repository Managers 

Discussion Group
(Lead: Eric Phetteplace - 

California College of the Arts)



Where are we now?
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