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Presenter 1 Title Presenter 1 Title 
Director, Open Knowledge Center & Head of Information Policy 

Session Type Session Type 
Event 

Abstract Abstract 
As the academy is increasingly invested in making scholarship open, many practitioners have focused on 
open licensing as the defining legal mechanism for openness. While licenses are critical for removing 
many barriers of cost, open scholarship requires much more in order to meet its mission as ethical, 
inclusive, and impactful. Open and public scholarship requires intentional design for public engagement 
that leverages the full suite of permissions, exceptions, and limitations built into the law. In this session 
we will explore the legal and policy tools available to scholars and the opportunities they create to build a 
system of scholarly communication that is truly open and inclusive. 

Comments Comments 
Will Cross is the Director of the Open Knowledge Center & Head of Information Policy at NC State 
University, an instructor in the UNC SILS, and an OER Research Fellow. Trained as a lawyer and librarian, 
he guides policy, speaks, and writes on open culture and navigating legal uncertainty. 

As a course designer and presenter for ACRL, SPARC, and the Open Education Network, Will has 
developed training materials and workshops across the US and for international audiences from Ontario 
to Abu Dhabi. Will's current research focuses on the relationship between copyright literacy and open 
education. He serves as co-PI on four IMLS-funded projects including the Code of Best Practices in Fair 
Use for OER, and Library Copyright Institute. 

This event is available at Digital USD: https://digital.sandiego.edu/symposium/2022/2022/12 

https://digital.sandiego.edu/symposium/2022/2022/12


From Paywalls to Public Works

Will Cross
Director, Open Knowledge Center & Head of Information Policy

North Carolina State University

Information Policy Infrastructure for More 
Inclusive and Impactful Scholarship



Agenda

● How Open Has Evolved from Access to Knowledge
● Failure of Legal Literacies to Keep Pace
● “License +” Framework
● From Paywalls to Public Works: Five Legal Literacy Prescriptions
● Questions and Discussion



What Makes a Work “Open”?



Image by DAVIDE BONAZZI/SALZMAN ART from “Publishers roll out alternative routes to 
open access But can they overcome free riders and concerns about higher prices?” is 
included under fair use as described in the Code of Best Practice for Fair Use in OER. 

https://www.science.org/content/article/publishers-roll-out-alternative-routes-open-access
https://www.science.org/content/article/publishers-roll-out-alternative-routes-open-access






Legal Literacies: Contracts and Licenses



From Open Access 
to Open Knowledge



1. Open Beyond Scholarly Articles





Open Access



Open Data



Open Education



2. Open Beyond Access







3. Open Beyond the Academy



Open Access



Open Data



“Open pedagogy without 
respect for agency is 

exploitation.”
Rajiv Jhangiani, “5Rs for Open Pedagogy” 

Open Education

https://thatpsychprof.com/5rs-for-open-pedagogy/




“Open Access is not an end in itself, but a means to other 
ends, above all, to the equity, quality, usability, and 

sustainability of research.”

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai20/ 

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai20/


Open as Public Work Fit for the 
Use and Advancement 

of the Wider Community



Open Continues to Evolve -
Legal Literacy Has Not Kept Up



Open = Free + Permission



Open = 



“Help me CC BY, you’re 
my only hope!”

Open licenses as a “solution” to copyright









“[Open science] builds upon existing intellectual 
property systems and fosters an open approach that 

[relies on] flexibilities that exist in the intellectual 
property systems”



“Licenses +” Framework



Gumb, L. & Cross, W. (2022). In Keeping with Academic Tradition: Copyright ownership in higher education and potential implications for Open Education. Journal of Copyright in 
Education and Librarianship, 5(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.17161/jcel.v5i1.14652

Figure 1: Presumed ownership of educational materials by faculty

Licenses + Clear and Equitable Ownership



Licenses + Clear Understanding of ©’s Limitations



Licenses + Reliable Exceptions for the Public Good



Licenses + Policies that Match the Law



Licenses + Policies that Match the Law



Licenses +
Open Knowledge is More Than Copyright



From Paywalls to Public Works: 
Five Legal Literacy Prescriptions



Integrate “License +” for Truly Open Materials



Equitable Ownership, Agency, and Control 



Harmonize Global Rules and Literacies



Good Practice Enshrined in Policy and Guided By Law



Resist Permission Culture and Commodification



Thank You
wmcross@ncsu.edu

Unless otherwise marked, all images are used under fair use as described in 
the Code of Best Practice in Fair Use for OER.“Bike Sign” icon by Petai Jantrapoon 

is licensed CC BY
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