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Guest to connect
Darwin and God
JORI GREGORIO
STAFF WRITFR

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA

PRIDE can dance if they want to

Controversy surrounding PRIDE dance leads administration to rethink policy
JULIAN ANTHONY

and PRIDE President, sophomore
Sam Keil, claim they have never
seen this written document.
USD's tagline of "university
According to Keil, the ad
of inclusion and diversity" was ministration informed her the
put to the test this week after the dance could not be held on the
student organization PRIDE was basis that "it goes against the
denied the right to have a dance. Catholic values of the university
The administration originally told because it promotes the lifestyle
PRIDE the event had to be titled of homosexuality."
and marketed as a social. After
"I guess the most appall
much controversy and debate, the ing thing is the reasons that they
event has now been allowed to used," Keil said. "Literally every
move forward as a dance.
other organization on campus is
According to Pamela Gray, allowed to have a dance. They
the assistant vice president of used the mission statement of the
public affairs, PRIDE, an organi university to defend the Catholic
zation for gay, lesbian, bisexual school card. I think it's ironic
and transgendered students, has a they picked a part of the mission
written agreement with the univer statement [about Catholic beliefs]
sity signed in 1991 stating PRIDE but not the part about inclusion.
would not hold any events such as Either that part needs to be taken
a dance on campus. Both Pride's .out or it should be treated equal."
faculty advisor, Steve Sumner,
The dance was approved
MANAGING FDITOR

by Associated Students and the
Director of the United Front Mul
ticultural Center, Mayte Perez
Franco, but was then rejected by
Cynthia Avery, the assistant vice
president of student life.
"PRIDE does a lot on campus
to get events approved," Keil
said. "We face a lot of challenges
that other clubs don't face. It's an
important issue because the uni
versity itself is saying it's okay to
be separate but equal."
Since the denial of the
dance, many students and faculty
members showed their support
of PRIDE at last Thursday's
A.S. Senate meeting as well as
Friday's President's Advisory
Board on Inclusion and Diversity
(PABID) open forum on diversity.
Keil informed those in attendance
at both meetings of the recent
events concerning PRIDE and

urged them to attend the social to
Support their cause. Discussion
and commentary followed the an
nouncement at both meetings.
Gail Perez, a professor of
English and Ethnic Studies, said
at the PABID meeting that she
was going to file a form against
the university for a bias-related
incident.
"As a professor this really
violates my teaching," Perez said.
"If we are taught as a faculty to
teach about the mission of the uni
versity in social justice, it seems
to me this policy is incompatible
with our mission. You cannot
attack one group and everyone
else is fine. We are all in danger
when this happens. It makes de
pression and suicide more likely
and legitimizes intolerance on our
See PRIDE, page 2

University to hold earthquake drill Oct. 15
JAIME ZEHNER
STAFF WRITFR

Get ready to tremble. On
Oct. 15 at 10:15 a.m., USD along
with millions of Califomians will
participate in one of the largest
earthquake drills ever.
"This is the second year that
USD has participated in the drill,"
USD director of Risk Manage
ment Barbara Schatzer said.
"We will be sounding the au
dible alarms as well as as sending
messages through the emergency
systems. I urge students to give
their information if they have not
done so yet."
When people think about
natural disasters in San Diego,

most thoughts lean towards wild
fires and landslides. However, it is
wise to practice and be prepared
for anything.
The purpose of the ShakeOut
is to do both. Especially since
California is considered at high
risk for earthquakes compared to
the rest of the country.
According to the website,
thegreatshakeout.org, the purpose
of the ShakeOut is to "practice
how to protect ourselves during
earthquakes, and to get prepared
at work, school and home."
Last week's earthquake off
Samoa and the following tsunami
warning frightened many and
made them question their personal
safety. The ShakeOut helps with

earthquake preparedness should
an instance like this occur.
The ShakeOut also wants to
encourage the "Drop, Cover, and
Hold On" drill,and extinguish use
of the theory called "Triangle of
Life." Reputable emergency orga
nizations, emergency responders
and legitimate search and rescue
organizations support "Drop,
Cover, and Hold On," where you
drop to the ground, take cover
by getting under a sturdy desk or
table, and hold on to it until the
shaking stops.
It is important to know that
if there isn't a table or desk near
you, cover your face and head
with your arms and crouch in an
inside corner of the building; do

"FUN WITH THE SUNS"
The Phoenix Suns travel to USD for training camp.
Story on page 20.
•• •"

not try to run to another room just
to get under a table. The main
point is to not try to move but to
immediately protect yourself as
best as possible where ever you
are.
As of Sept. 23, over 5.2 mil
lion participants are registered
statewide, including students
and staff from over 250 districts,
making it the largest earthquake
drill to date. So be prepared to
"Drop, Cover, and Hold On" with
your professors and classmates
on Oct. 15.
Emergency info can be sent
to cell phones. Register cellular
numbers online at the MySanDiego portal in order to receive
alerts.

COUNTDOWN

23

days until
Halloween

He is one of the most famous
cell biologists of our time, and
the coauthor of four high school
and college level biology text
books. He has published numer
ous articles in acclaimed science
journals and he is also a professor
at Brown University. On Friday
Oct. 30, USD will have the honor
of hosting Kenneth Miller for his
lecture entitled, "God, Darwin &
Design - America's Continuing
Problem with Evolution."
"This guy is huge!" Maria
Pascuzzi, Director of the Center
for Catholic Thought and Culture,
said. "Not only is he a complete
scientist, but he is algo a complete
Christian. He is determined to
show that the rupture between
science and faith is false, which is
exactly what our students and fac
ulty need to hear. This is going to
be a great night for students and
faculty to listen to an intelligent
speaker and really come away
with something from it."
Miller is a practicing Roman
Catholic committed to advocat
ing that science and faith are not
incompatible. Miller is the best
selling author of "Finding Dar
win's God: A Scientist's Search
for Common Ground Between
God and Evolution and Only a
Theory: Evolution and the Battle
for America's Soul." In 2007
Miller received the Exploratorium's Outstanding Educator
Award and was named a Fellow
of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science. He
will be giving lectures from Sept.
4 through Dec. 4 at 17 different
colleges, from Yale to Villanova.
He will be visiting USD the day
after giving a lecture at Brigham
Young University.
In 2005 Miller was called in
as an expert witness on evolution
when one of his textbooks became
the center of controversy due to
the local school board's reaction
against teaching the theory of
Evolution in favor of Intelligent
Design. Miller was called to the
stand to speak on the importance
of teaching Evolution in schools,
despite the religious doctrine that
it contradicts.
The topic of religion and evo
lution has become a hot button for
many school boards and groups
nation wide. "If we give up sci
entific pursuit and fall back on
only the literal meaning of the
Bible we give up on hundreds of
years of scientific development.
America leads the world in this
See MILLER, page 3
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ANNE SLAGILL
NFWS FDITOR

Word of the Week:

Poem
I recently decided to swal
low my fears and enter the fiction
and poetry contest this semester.
Unfortunately, I lack the ability
to be creative on demand.
I've been writing poems
since middle school, but come
to think of it, I've never written
one just because I was in the
mood. The pressure of an im
pending deadline doesn't help
either. Deadlines are great for
journalism, but they kill creative
writing.
1 suppose I went about this
contest thing the wrong way.
When I first heard about it I
shrugged my shoulders. Why
share my work with others when
it can rest safely in my diary? I
figured the invasion of privacy
was hardly worth the glory of
any award that might follow. 1
figured my work wouldn't stand
out enough to be considered
praiseworthy anyway.
Then I heard about the $200
prize. My immediate thought:
that's half the plane fare to An
napolis to see the best boyfriend
in the world!
So I talked it over with
my mom, who was wonderful
and encouraging. She made
me realize that I will lose ab
solutely nothing by submitting
a few poems and that there's a
whole lot to gain besides prize
money. After a few weeks of
inner debate I was committed to
entering the contest. I reviewed
my recent work and threw it out.
I wanted something absolutely
fresh for my submission.
The thing is, writing with
the contest in mind had a strange
effect on my poems. I felt the
need to make them edgier, more
original, even shocking. I was
focusing too hard and losing my
voice in the process. Again, I felt
the need to begin from scratch.
But good creative writing
can't be rushed. It's really hard
to just sit down and tell myself
to write, the most frustrating
thing was knowing that I've got
this ability and finding myself
unable to tap my own creative
well at will. I'd sit for a long
time with no ideas and then
wake up in the middle of the
night with the incredible urge to
write.
It really pissed me off. As
therapy, I thought I'd share the
fruits of my recent creative ef
forts:
To My Poem:
You don't come out when I want
you. I turn the vessel of myself
upside-down and shake, hoping
you'll drop out.
I shake and shake and pound
myself but you don't budge.
And then, when I'm in bed or
having a conversation or driv
ing, then you wake me up,
make me look rude, cause an
accident.
Poem, you're an
And you wonder why I t<
people I don't know you well.

1927 In South Dakota,
1962 The Beatles release
sculptor Gutzon Borglum
their first single, entitled
begins carving the faces
"Love Me Do."
of George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Abra <N
VO
ham Lincoln and Theodore
00
Roosevelt into the granite
rH
side of Mount Rushmore.

1866 The Reno gang car
ries out the first ever train
robbery in the U.S., making
off with over $10,000 from
a train going through Jack
son County, Indiana.

00
VsO

2004
2004 Martha Stewart goes
to jail for obstruction of
justice and lying to investi
gators about a stock sale.

1968 Hollywood adopts
the movie industry's first
film ratings system, which
included G (general), M
(mature), R (under 16 with
adult) and X (16+ only).

1635 The founder of
Rhode Island, Roger Wil
liams, is banished from
Massachusetts for speaking
out against religious perse
cution.

1991 Former U.S. postal
worker Joseph Harris mur
ders two co-workers at a
post office in New Jersey,
later claiming he was driven
by the "ninja spirit."

2003

2003 A brawl between Pe
dro Martinez and Don Zimmer interrupts the American
League Playoffs in Boston.
Sources: History.com

San Diegans see only small glimpse of typhoon
ALBERT SAMAHA
STAFF WRITFR

Hundreds of San Diegans
flocked to the coast last week to
see the impending tsunami. After
all, this was a rare opportunity to
see such a spectacle.
Hopeful eyes gazed at the
Pacific and itchy trigger fingers
clutched Canons and Sonys, col
lectively willing the sea to rise,
thirsting for a show.
At the same moment, an
ocean away, hundreds of thou
sands of Filipinos fled from their
homes to escape the merciless
sea. Typhoon Ondoy struck land,
bringing a relentless torrent
of wind and rain and fear and
death.
The syncopated AP reports
tell a tale of numbers: 5.4 billion
Pesos in agricultural damage;
280 reported dead; 680,000
people displaced in shelters and
thousands more unaccounted for.
But the reports are from a bird's
eye view and miss the story.
The damage of Typhoon
Ondoy has been compounded
by various circumstantial forces.
Shortsighted urban planning and
indifferent government regula
tion left much of the country
vulnerable to flood.
Piles of garbage washed into
the roads, hindering relief efforts
and spreading disease. The threat

ALBERT SAMAHA/THE VISTA
A Filipino wades through waters dumped by Ondoy.

of fast approaching Typhoon
Pepeng has held off rebuilding
efforts.
As a result, the virus of fear
and desperation has infested
many people on ground zero.
Looting and hoarding of supplies
is rampant and no man is safe.

The people on the ground
remain braced, knowing the
winds have not passed. Typhoon
Pepeng touched down on Satur
day, barely a week after Ondoy,
and additional storms linger as a
frightful possibility.
The survivors of the storm

asked for blankets and prayers.
The Philippine government was
ill-equipped, to handle national
catastrophe and the compassion
of the world has been exhausted.
Rising waters are not a novelty in
Luzon or Rizal as they are in San
Diego.

Dance to be held tomorrow night in SLP courtyard
PRIDE, continued
campus. Since when is persecut
ing youth a Catholic value?"
Senior C Marie Holloway,
an open lesbian and member of
PRIDE, also shared concerns.
"When will the university ex
plicitly say we accept all people
regardless of sexuality? 1 pay the
same tuition every straight stu
dent here pays. If the university
wants to keep acting this way, 1

should get a refund on part of my
tuition."
USD representative Pamela
Gray said "the university has had
a longstanding agreement with
PRIDE that events like the dance
would not be allowed on the uni
versity campus. What 1 would like
to think is we are now at a place to
have a conversation to agree that
PRIDE has the same opportunities
as all other students have."
Keil, Sumner, Vazquez and

Monsignor Dillabough met Tues
day afternoon to discuss the issues
at hand. It was decided that PRIDE
would be allowed to have the event
as a dance. Keil said both Vazquez
and Dillabough were supportive
of their cause.
"It's obviously progress but
there's still the underlying issue of
why we couldn't do it in the first
place," Keil said. "Why was there
that moment of discrimination?
The wounds have not healed yet."

The dance will be held tomor
row in the Student Life Pavilion
courtyard from 8 to 11 p.m.
USD's mission statement is:
The University of San Diego is a
Roman Catholic institution com
mitted to advancing academic
excellence, expanding liberal and
professional knowledge, creating a
diverse and inclusive community,
and preparing leaders dedicated to
ethical conduct and compassion
ate service.
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SEPT. 28 - OCT. 6
parked and secured, causing minor damage.

Sept. 28

Oct. 4

Location: SAN LUIS OBISPO

Location: JENNY CRAIG PAVILIONFITNESS CENTER
At 10:59 a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a wallet and a cell phone that
were taken from an unsecured locker be
tween 10 a.m. and II a.m. There were no
signs of forced entry, and no other items
were missing.

Sept. 29
Location: KROC INSTITUTE
PEACE AND JUSTICE

Oct. 5

Location: MISSIONS A

At 9:00 a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a restroom that had been
vandalized twice in two weeks. Upon in
vestigation, the shower in the restroom had
multiple drawings. Aside from the draw
ings there was no damage. The drawings
were photographed by Public Safety and
then cleaned.

Oct. 1

FOR

Location: KROC INSTITUTE FOR
PEACE AND JUSTICE-IN PLAZA

At 12:01 p.m. Public Safety responded to
a report of a missing laptop belonging to
a student. The student is uncertain if the
laptop was misplaced or stolen. The laptop
was last seen in room 215 of the 1PJ at ap
proximately 2:30 p.m. on 9728 and was no
ticed to be missing when the owner returned
home at 10:30 p.m. on 9/28.

At 1:49 p.m. Public Safety observed an
individual skateboarding in the roadway in
violation of the university's skateboarding
policy. Upon investigation the individual
was contacted, identified and cited for
violating the university's skateboarding
policy.

Location: VALLEY AREA

At 10:05 a.m. Public Safety and Resi
dence Life were conducting a check at a
residence hall room. Upon arrival, the smell
of marijuana was present. The occupants of
the room were found to be in possession of
marijuana, paraphernalia and a large amount
of prescription drugs. The prescription drugs
were claimed by a non-student who was
also present and was placed in the custody
of SDPD. The four residents were cited for
possession of marijuana and paraphernalia
and minor in possession of alcohol.

Location: ALCALA VISTAS E LOT
At 4:56 p.m. Public Safety responded to
a report of a hit and run involving a resident
student's personal vehicle. Upon investiga
tion, an unknown vehicle had struck the rear
bumper of the student's vehicle while it was

At 11:32 a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of stolen parking permit belong
ing to a resident student. Upon investigation,
the permit had been left unattended and un
secured in vehicle, with the windows rolled
slightly down. There were no signs of forced
entry, and no other items were missing.

Oct. 6

Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER
At 2:46 a.m..Public Safety responded to
a report of individual who had run from a cab
without paying his fare. Upon investigation,
a cab driver had allowed the possible student
to retrieve cash from the ATM on campus.
The individual then proceeded to run east
ward toward the Student Life Pavillion. The
incident is currently being investigated.

NEWS IN BRIEF
NATIALE NEWMAN

STAFF WRITER

SUPREME COURT
BEGINS NEW TERM
WITH NEW JUSTICE
The Supreme Court began its
new term on Monday, and much
of the focus is on the court's first
Latina member, new Justice Sonia
Sotomayor.
Sources close to Sotomayor
reported that she has been wel
comed into the group, and she
told friends how pleased she was
with the level of congeniality she
encountered during her first days
on the bench.
Court sources say that, de
spite very strong differences, the
nine justices get along well with
one another.
Justice Anthony Kennedy
gained much media attention as
the court's swing vote, and Chief
Justice John Roberts has steered
the court rightward since he took
the position in 2005. The justices
returned from their three-month
summer recess, and prepare to
face issues relating to gun control,
international child abductions,
dog fighting, government takings
and Miranda rights.

H1N1 VACCINES NOW
AVAILABLE
The national campaign to
vaccinate Americans against the
H1N1 influenza began Monday.
Healthcare facilities in Indiana
and Tennessee were the first recip
ients, according to federal health
authorities.
A hospital in Indiana received

THE VISTA
Editorial -619.260.4584
Business - 619.206.4714

a shipment of 52 boxes, each of
which contained 100 pre-filled
sprayers. A hospital in Tennessee,
where three children have died of
H1N1, received 100 doses. Vac
cines also shipped to a few other
locations around the nation. These
are the first of 195 million doses
that have been purchased by the
U.S. government, according to Jay
Butler of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
The vaccine is available in
both spray and injectable forms.
Health officials predict that an
ample supply will be available by
mid-October. Currently, 27 states
are reporting widespread flu activ
ity, and almost all of the viruses
identified have been H1N1.

CONTROVERSY OVER
WAR MEMORIAL
The Supreme Court will
soon decide the fate of the Mojave
Cross, a war memorial erected by
veterans 75 years ago.
The monument stands in the
middle of the Mojave National
Preserve, government land lo
cated in Southern California. On
Wednesday, the court will decide
whether the monument violates
the First Amendment specification
for separation of church and state.
In the meantime, a federal
judge has ordered that the cross be
covered. It is currently boxed in
plywood. The veterans group that
erected the cross in 1934 never got
permission from the government,
but for decades no one voiced any
concern.
It has long been a place of
reflection for many war vets who
fought in WWI, and its desert loca
tion was intended to provide fresh

air for those who suffered severe
lung diseases caused by mustard
gas attacks.
In recent years, a resident
wanted to erect a Buddhist shrine
near the cross, and the request was
denied. The lawsuit was filed with
the help of the ACLU, and claims
that federal officials are acting
unfairly.

OBAMA SAYS TROOPS
TO REMAIN IN
AFGHANISTAN
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Defense Secretary
Robert Gates announced Monday
that the U.S. is committed to
building long-term relations with
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The
interview was filmed at George
Washington University and is
scheduled to be broadcast on CNN
Tuesday night.
The two supported President
Obama's goal to set the right ob
jectives and policies for Afghani
stan, saying that it is "necessary
and proper."
Gates said that the Taliban
has the strongest momentum in
Afghanistan, and that a Taliban
takeover would empower the
entire A1 Qaeda organization.
The two Cabinet members made
it clear that the United States will
remain in the country and continue
efforts to dismantle various terror
ist networks.
"We're not leaving Afghani
stan," Gates said. "That's long
term. That's a strategic objective
of the United States."
Source: CNN

COURTESY KEN MILLER

Ken Miller will visit USD to speak on God and evolution.

Christian scientist will
talk Darwin & design
MILLER, continued
area, and we can't stop now,"
Pascuzzi said.
According to Pascuzzi, the
message Miller is trying to send
is a vital one because of its in
tention to bring the scientific
and religious worlds of thought
together.
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Miller will be giving his lec
ture at the Shiley Theatre. Tick
ets are currently available at the
UC box office for any member
of the San Diego community
who would like to attend.
They are free for USD
students and $5 for non-USD
students who present a valid
student ID.
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5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
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Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of The Vista staff,
the University of San Diego or of its student body.
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to 300 words and must be signed. For identification purposes, USD identification
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right to edit published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for
publication unless otherwise stated.
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Dear Jilla:

He's just not
that into you
JILLIAN ANTHONY
MANAGING FDITOR

Dear Jilla,
I've got two men on my mind and they're driving me crazy.
The first one is crazy about me. He calls and texts me all the time
to let me know how much he likes me, but I'm really not that into
him. The other guy I'm totally into, and he's told me he likes me,
but he rarely calls and I'm always the one making the first move.
Which one should I choose?
Signed,
Multiple Men in Maher

The Vista
I am going to prematurely apologize; I'm going to be blunt and borderline mean to you.
This is a story often seen before. Guy number one is really sweet and good to you, borderline attractive
and would be a great boyfriend, but you don't want him. Guy number two is hot and funny, very aloof and
probably gets around, and yet you want to jump his bones and make him love you because you just know that
you will be the one to turn him from his player ways. Why do we insist on punishing ourselves?
Six words: He's just not that into you. Read it, embrace it, accept it, live it. We spend far too much time
in this life worrying about people that don't worry at all about us. The thrill of the chase is what single life is
all about, I guess, but just make sure not to chase yourself off the "I'm so desperate" cliff. It's a long way to
the bottom, and you have the choice not to take that unnecessary leap.
It's the curse of our age to want what we can't have, crave autonomy while simultaneously searching
for the perfect significant other and make decisions that we consciously know we will regret later. We give
ourselves a lot of slack because that's what college students are supposed to be doing, right? Be reckless and
irresponsible, play hard and drink even harder, throw ourselves headfirst into love with someone we know
isn't right for us. Maybe it's time for us to start acting like the actual adults that we claim we are and look at the
big picture. When it comes down to it, most things are much simpler than we make them out to be. Choose not
who or what makes you feel good, but what actually helps you to become a better person and lead a better life.
Who's worth it, the guy that wants to be there for you and be with you, or is the guy who wants you tonight
but most likely not in the morning? Which one is going to uplift you?
If there's one relationship Truth I have learned in my young adulthood, it's this: Whoever cares less
has all the power. The sooner you accept this, the sooner you can take advantage of it, as well as avoid being
taken advantage of.
Save yourself the pain and embrassment; choose guy number one. He deserves it.

Sustainability garden opens in valley
The 50-by-10-foot garden behind Missions Crossroads is officially open now.
It's five plots are being tended by Associated Students, Residential Life, the
Residence Hall Association, the Experiential Learning and Adventure Center,
the Totally Rad Environmental Enthusiasts and Professor Baird's plant physi
ology class.
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA
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Homecoming Weekend
Student
A Tradition

October 16-18
Saturday, Oct. 17
Picnic and Tailgate
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

^J|

• Big-Screen Wii Competition
• Smoothie Bar
• Mechanical Bull
• Student Lounge sponsored by SAA
Current USD students: ONLY $6!

-YOU-CAN-EAT FOOD

CELEBRATE

Tickets on sale now at the UC Box Office.

Torero Football: 2 p.m.
Student Event Friday, Oct. 16

60YEARS

Sponsored by Associated Students
In front of the UC, 6-10 p.m.

For event and ticket information,
go to www.sandiego.edu/homecoming.
All USD alumni, faculty, staff, friends and students are invited.
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RYAN MULVEY
OPINION fDITOR
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Political
Innovation
When 1 hear someone men
tion political innovation, I do not
immediately think of European
democracy. In fact, over the past
hundred years, Europe has been
nothing but political hell. Two
world wars, fascism and commu
nism have confirmed the decline
of Europe.
True political innovation has
been found in the New World.The
American Experiment, founded
on the principles of liberty, equal
ity and the natural rights of man,
has been inherently innovative.
America has, for the longest
time, been a land of opportunity
and cutting-edge development.
For years, America was the
land of freedom, of liberty and
of personal responsibility. It
was a laissez-faire bastion in a
statist world where the forces of
dirigisme sought to plunder the
wealth of prosperous individuals
through taxation and oppressive
government centralization. While
in times of crisis, America has
sought a bottom-up approach in
spired by a rugged individualism,
Europe has always turned to the
State. The tables, it seems, have
now changed.
America is led by a man
who, for all intents and purposes,
espouses a socialist political
agenda. Our Congress is attempt
ing to stifle economic freedom
and technological innovation;
they seek to impose radical
government healthcare that will
invade privacy and destory tradi
tional notions of personal respon
sibility. Leviathan qua Uncle Sam
grows stronger by the day.
Europe is in a different po
sition. It's turning to the Right
and rejecting the socialist gov
ernments that have imposed
economic integration, cultural
suicide and socialist welfare. In
Italy, France and even Scandina
via, a resurgent Right is winning
on an agenda of economic free
dom. In Portugal, the Socialist
government won its election,
yet in doing so lost its majority.
David Cameron's Conservatives
are likely to oust Gordon Brown's
Labour in the next general elec
tion in Britain.
Most significantly, Angela
Merkel's Germany has turned
strongly to the Right in electing a
new center-right parliament. The
Social Democrats have faced
their largest losses since the rise
of Adolph Hitler. With slogans
such as "private over state" and
"freedom before equality," the
classical liberal Free Democratic
Party has surged into a coalition
with Merkel's conservatives,
promising lower taxes, less
regulation and more freedom. It
seems that Europe, in addressing
the ills of capitalism are turning
to more capitalism.
Believe it or not, I feel
America can leam something
from the Old World. Rather than
turn to government to answer our
problems and dictate, the direc
tion of our lives and our money,
we ought to give individual men
control of their own destinies.

OPINION

Opinion Editor: Ryan Mulvey
rmulvey@usdvista.com

San Diegans love their cars
US Census data reveals story of local transit habits
LIZ CROSBY
•STAFF WRITFR

It's another hectic day of
school. You may have woken
up too late to snag one of those
convenient parking space atop
Mount USD. You hop in your
car and drive rapidly towards the
school. A long line of cars await
that left turn signal at the inter
section next to the West Gate.
Nearly every car has a single
passenger. It's all too often that
we awake to this predicament.
A recent survey shows that
we aren't the only ones cutting
corners, environmentally speak
ing. In the most recent federal
census data covering the transit
habits of San Diegans, it was
ascertained that 90.9% of work
ing class individuals above the
age of 16 commute to work in
a car or van. Of that percentage,
86.8% drive alone.
Not surprisingly, the mode
of transportation employed by
these individuals seems to cor
relate with income. Those who
drive alone stand out as the clear
bread winners; those that walk
or rely upon public transporta
tion make up to less than hajf
of the median income of solo
drivers.
Hasn't A1 Gore pounded
into us the idea that we're in an
environmental crisis? Haven't
we been warned against quickly
amassing pollution and leaving
it to future generations to re
solve? Don't we realize that our
ecological footprint is so great
in size that we would need three

Other
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At left: Total working age population of San Diego,
of which 90.9% commutes to work in a car or van.
Above: Total commuting population, of which 86.8%
drives alone.
Earths to trample upon if all six
billion of us lived an American
lifestyle? Undoubtedly, these
facts are known to us, but they
remain unheard thoughts, sit
ting quietly in our subconscious
minds.
The truth of the matter is
that we prioritize. Our everyday
actions reflect what we deem
most important. Clearly, we are
concerned about sustainability,
but only to an extent that we are
able to remain comfortable with
our consumer habits. It pains me
to think of how many times I've
heard someone passionately dis
cussing global sustainability with
a plastic water bottle in hand.
We've all acknowledged that
a problem exists; when are we
going to set about solving it? We

have all the time in the world to
address these issues, we just keep
putting them off.
On the internet website where
the census data was released there
were disillusioned comments left
by bloggers. They all expressed
discontent with the way that the
city of San Diego has handled the
transportation debacle. It was al
together disheartening to read all
these bloggers' comments. They
all wrote off these surmounting
transit problems as issues that
haven't been addressed by the
government. If our government
is a government that caters to the
people then it should be respon
sive to public demand; it only
follows that there hasn't been
enough public demand for better
public transit.

We've grown comfortable
in the private spaces of our au
tomobiles. America's inability to
become more sustainable seems
to parallel its high obesity rates.
It's a simple formula: in order to
shed pounds, a person must adjust
their diet and work out regularly.
The problem is keeping it off; an
individual must keep up healthy
habits and not revert to eating
McDonald's every day.
All this means revolutioniz
ing a personal lifestyle. Imagine
how difficult it would be for an
individual if each and every cell
in their body had the free will to
choose between a healthy or an
unhealthy life style.
The lethargy of count
less citizens is coming back to
haunt us in more than one way.

Students get dirt under their nails
New organic garden pushes USD further along the sustainability path
MEGHAN ANDERSON
STAFF WRITFR

You cannot walk into or
around any building on campus
without seeing recycling con
tainers. There are so many "To
Go" organic food products at
almost every dining facility. The
sheer number of bike racks, and
the colorful bikes that fill them,
show students' commitments to a
greener university. Even the new
SLP has a "Green Roof' that is
cleaned with environmentallyfriendly products. Everywhere
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you look USD is getting greener
and greener.
What is the next step? You
might say USD is getting to the
very "root" of sustainability.
On Wednesday, September 23,
following in the footsteps of
Pomona College, the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
and Arizona State University,
USD celebrated the opening of its
first-ever student garden, a 50-by10-foot plot of land behind Mis
sion Crossroads. Currently As
sociated Students Sustainability,
Residential Life, the Residence

According to the FDA, the
percentage of all food samples
tested since 1980 which contained
pesticide residues was 38% and
of the 496 pesticides identified as
likely to leave residues in food, the
percentage which tests routinely
detected was 40%. ^ ^

Hall Association, the Experiential found to cause cancer in animals
Learning and Adventure Center, or humans is 107.
the Totally Rad Environmental
Don't fool yourself that this
Enthusiasts (T.R.E.E.) student all isn't happening in the green
group and Professor Baird's plant state of California. The Califor
physiology class are in charge of nia Environmental Protection
the garden's five plots.
. Agency has stated that there are
This garden further demon "12 reproductive toxins in pesti
strates the University's efforts cides commonly used" through
for sustainability. An organic out the state. These scary statis
sustainable garden increases the tics makes it easy to remember
vitality of the food and plants that a pesticide's purpose is to kill
it produces. A lot of the fruits, living things, living things such
vegetables and herbs that we as crops. Having a student garden
eat regularly are grown with the on campus allows for complete
heavy usage of pesticides. While control of the use of pesticides on
these pesticides do keep insects the products within those plots;
out, they also reduce that crop's there is no uncertainty or gray
nutritional value by sometimes area in terms of unwanted toxins
allowing toxins and chemicals and chemicals.
in, according to the Department
The ability to keep the student
of Agriculture.
garden organic and pesticide-free
According to the Food and is the biggest advantage to its cre
Drug Administration (FDA), the ation. Other advantages include
percentage of all food samples the possibility of suppling USD
tested since 1980 which contained with produce, helping to counter
pesticide residues was 38% and the carbon footprint USD creates
of the 496 pesticides identified as with the delivery of organic food.
likely to leave residues in food, I won't be expecting that anytime
the percentage which tests rou soon, though the ambition is there.
tinely detected was 40%. These This is an incredible opportunity
pesticides were found to even be for USD and its student organiza
linked to cancer. Furthermore, the tions. These groups are helping to
FDA has found that the "number shrink USD's carbon footprint and
of active ingredients in pesticides work towards a greener campus.
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Letter to
the Editor
The Valley stop is
useful, especially
at night
Dear Vista Editors,
1 am writing in regards to
the article "Why do the trams
provide service to the Valley?"
I want to voice my opinion on
this!
When I used to live on
campus, I did use the tram often,
usually when I was running late
for class or, like everybody else,
when it was raining. Don't deny
this tram users!
Now that 1 live off campus,
I rarely have use for the trams.
When I used to live in the Valley
I used the tram a few times to
get back and forth from the
main campus.
I used it was when I had a
late night class and it didn't get
out until 7 p.m. This was during
the Spring semester, so it was
quite dark by the time class
ended. A classmate and I rode
the tram together because we
both agreed that we didn't feel
safe walking down to the Valley
when it was that dark out. I will
also admit that 1 am terrified of
the raccoons that have taken
over our campus.
Another reason I did not
walk back down at night is be
cause 1 feel that both the stairs
by the parking structure and
the path paralleling Tecolote
Canyon are poorly lit.
I am happy that our campus
is taking the initiative to be
greener. One possible resolu
tion that could make everyone
happy is having just the Valley
portion of the East tram ran
only at night. That way, less gas
is used.
1 appreciate the opportunity
to share my letter. I hope that
someone will find my opinion
useful.
Thank you,
Kenna Brown
Class of'11

Letters to the Editor
The Vista encourages letters to
the editor and commentary from
students, faculty, staff, adminis
tration and the community.
Letters
and
commentaries
should be sent to letters@usdvista.com. They will go directly
to the editor-in-chief and the
opinion editor.
Correspondance should be
limited to 300 words and must
include verifiable contact infor
mation. Letter content is subject
to editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish
anonymous letters, those ad
dressed to a third party or letters
in poor taste.
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Last month, Roman Polanski, the famed Polish director,
was arrested by Swiss police as
he was entering Zurich Airport.
He was taken into custody based
on an outstanding arrest warrant
from 1978. Polanski had hoped
to attend a film festival to re
ceive an award, now he's facing
extradition to the United States
where he will likely face trial.
Polanski is appealing his
extradition to the Swiss authori
ties. The foreign ministries of
both France and Poland initially

spoke on his behalf, though they
later retracted their public support.
The reason? Because he raped a
child.
In 1977, Polanski plead guilty
to unlawful sexual intercourse
with 13-year-old Samantha Gailey.
It started with a private photo
shoot. It ended up with her being
fed champagne and sedatives.
Polanski performed forcible oral
sex, intercourse and sodomy. All
throughout, the preteen protested.
Originally charged with rape,
Polanski accepted a plea bargain

Ryan Mulvey, Opinion Editor
Ryan Coghill, Arts & Culture Editor
Anne Siagill, News Editor
Morgan Payne, Sports Co-Editor
in return for his confession. Fol
lowing psychiatric evaluation and
facing imprisonment, he fled to
Europe.
Numerous reports have sur
faced regarding Polanski's public
expression of remorse for his ac
tions throughout the years. Sup
posedly, he is sorry.
This doesn't change the fact
that he committed a heinous act.
He admited his guilt, yet fled in
fear of his punishment. He is a
coward and must be brought to
justice.

Polanski is a pitiful figure.
His wife, Sharon Tate, was
brutally murdered by Charles
Manson and his followers
while nine months pregnant.
He lost his faith and suffered
immense emotional stress. Yet,
despite the sorry particulars of
his personal life, he should be
held under the objective and
unprejudiced lens of the law.
The Vista supports Polan
ski's extradition and supports
efforts to expedite his return in
the name of justice.

Tufts releases new sex policy for roomates
BEVERLY HUTCHINGS
STAFF WRITFR
Students at Tufts Univer
sity must have a shortage of ties,
socks, hats and other clothing
items to hang on their bedroom
doorknobs. Otherwise,
why
would the university have to edit
its guest policy for 2009-2010?
The university's policy now
states that "[students] may not
engage in sexual activity while
[their] roommate is in the room."
This new policy is the result of
an issue that came about recently
when a dozen or so students
complained to the school about
feeling uncomfortable with their
roommates' liberal behavior.
University officials believe that
by implementing this new policy,
they are protecting those students
who are too chagrined to speak
up in protest to the sexual actions

of their roommates. The private
university seems to tighten the
restraints even more, adding that
"any sexual activity within your
assigned room should not ever
deprive your roommate(s) of pri
vacy, study, or sleep time."
While I see nothing wrong
with Tufts' new policy, refraining
from sexual activity in front of
anyone is a courtesy that seems
pretty obvious. What happened
to common decency and respect?
Are people really so indecent as
to be indifferent to having their
roommate across the room as
they fool around with their sig
nificant other or their "pick of the
week"?
It's a shame that students
anywhere should have to worry
about whether or not they were
going to walk in on their room
mates or worry about what type of
soundtrack would be lulling them

to sleep. I do not know whether
this behavior is a product of
upbringing, social adaptation or
personal preference. Perhaps we
ought to develop a new question
to be added to roommate request
forms.
San Diego State University is
ahead of the game. There are no
policies restricting who can stay
overnight or whether sexual ac
tivity can occur in the dorm. Still,
incoming

students

are

asked

whether they prefer "visitors,
guests and significant others" to
leave at certain times or whether
they are always welcome.
It may be that Tufts' new
policy is a bit excessive, but it
seems that such policies are be
coming more necessary. Let's
compare Tufts' guest policy with
USD's.
USD requires that overnight
guests be of the same gender as

the host. When visitors are of the
opposite sex, the inter-visitation
hours of midnight on weeknights
and 2 a.m. on weekends apply.
Were USD not a private,
Catholic institution, I am sure
that similar rules would still be in
existence. However, in denying
that premarital sex even occurs,
the university settles for applying
a curfew on co-ed visiting hours
because we all know that no
sexuaV activity happens white the
sun is up -just like vampires only
come out at night and werewolves
only howl at the full moon.
Whether the students at Tufts
like it or not, their new policy is
here to stay.
But, there is a silver lining
for Tufts students: the guest
policy also states that students
can have up to two overnight
guests at a time. Just make sure
your roommate isn't home!

Fair trade invests in justice and human dignity
HANNAH EVANS
ASHLEN NIMMO

GUEST WRITERS
The word on Marian Way
is that some students are upset by
the costliness of various products
in Tu Mercado. They have sug
gested that higher prices are cor
related with fair trade.
Additional accusations have
been made that fair trade leads
to the impoverishment of devel
oping nations. Although there is
some validity to the statement
that fair trade products can be
more expensive, the notion that
it worsens poverty in developing
nations is unfounded. We believe
that fair trade helps to empower
developing communities, rather
than impoverish them.
As students with tight bud
gets, we empathize with the anxi
ety of rising prices on campus.
In confronting this issue, one
critical question is why are these
products more expensive?
One reason is that some of
them are obtained through fair
trade. Fair trade is an alterna

tive system of trade based on the
principal that people should earn
a fair profit for the items they
produce. In order to guarantee
producers are paid a fair wage,
someone must absorb the cost.
Part of the problem is that
we have become accustomed
to buying cheap goods. There
fore, we are upset by the idea of
having to pay more. Simply put,
we want more for less. Instead of
demanding that the laborers who
produce our food, clothes and
other products be treated with
dignity and provided with fair
wages, we demand cheap goods.
Sadly, with the devaluation of the
cost of production, comes the de
valuation of human dignity.
Some claim that by purchas
ing fair trade products, as opposed
to the products of Corporation X,
the employees of Corporation X
will either lose their jobs or get
paid less due to profit loss.
Based on this argument's
logic, it follows that by support
ing Corporation X, the consumer
is not supporting a fair trade
cooperative. Therefore, why not

choose a company that supplies
fairly traded goods instead of a
potentially exploitative corpora
tion? In the system of supply and
demand, we can buy fair trade
products and create the demand
for corporations to be held to a
higher standard.
According to Oxfam, an in
ternational development agency,
farmers make up to four percent
of the retail price of the coffee
they produce under the conven
tional trade model. If you buy a
$3 cup of coffee every day of the
year, you would end up spending
$1,095. Consequently, a farmer
who makes 3 percent of that
sale would reap $32.85 for the
entire year. In contrast, a farmer
who is a member of a fair trade
cooperative makes up to five
times the amount of the farmer in
the conventional system. There
fore, a fair trade certified farmer
would make between $98.55
and $164.25 a year based on the
Ta I oam JUIaI"A*
10 Lcam more.

above example.
Fair trade isn't just about fair
wages. It also guarantees fair labor
conditions, direct trade by elimi
nating middle-men, democratic
and transparent organizations
and community development and
sustainability. Cooperatives dem
ocratically decide the best usage
of their profits, such as directing
funds toward education, infra
structure and other humanitarian
projects.
Fair trade solve all social
issues. However, it is one way to
reconcile injustices. Supporting
fair trade is a direct action that we,
as consumers, can make; we can
use this buying power as a vote to
support what we think is just. We
realize that fair trade products are
more expensive. However, per
haps it is about making a sacrifice,
knowing that the extra money
you spend will help to better the
lives of those who are living in
less developed communities.
Visit http://www.transfairusa.org
to learn more about fair trade.

The views expressed in the Opinion Section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Imperial Beach considers regulation of medical marijuana
LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

Officials in Imperial Beach
have extended a moratorium on
marijuana dispensaries that is to
last for over 10 months. The pur
pose for this extension is to allow
the city to ascertain whether or
not they will ban such dispen
saries or allow them to operate
under strict regulation. Imperial
Beach politicians wish to allow
for plenty of time to properly
critique and analyze the effects
of such dispensaries throughout
the area. They also expressed
concern about rushing into regu
lation of dispensaries too quickly,
as has been the case in Claremont
and Los Angeles.
In 2006, citizens of Califor
nia legalized the use of medical
marijuana, despite a federal ban,
with the passage of Proposition

215, or the "Compassionate Use Act.
Since then, various cities in San Diego
County have grappled with the dif
ficult dilemma of whether to ban or
to dispense. Thus far, five
cities have passed mora
toriums to further delve
into the issue, while six
others have banned dis
pensing altogether.
The subject of mari
juana dispensaries was
met with mixed emotions
at last week's coun
cil meeting. Some
people were adamant
in advocating toler
ance of dispensaries;
others vehemently sup
ported regulation. Either way,
marijuana has become an integral
part of the world in which we now live.
Just driving along Garnet Avenue, it quick
ly becomes apparent that marijuana
is widely used. How else
could all

those "smoke shops" being debated stay in
business?
If you don't want to use the stuff ille
gally, the ultimate loop hole is the medical
marijuana card. But if medical marijuana
cards are so easily acquired, allow
ing for strictly regulated dis
pensaries might be the first
step down a slippery slope.
There is already a strong
push towards the outright
decriminalization of marijuana
usage.
What would happen if,
instead of pushing for reg
ulation, the public pushed
for the legalization of all
uses of marijuana? How
different would our society
be? Perhaps the pace of life would be
a little slower. Ultimately, we want to
implement rules of behavior that benefit
society and make it work har,
r\r~r\r^~in ,-r,moniously. When it comes to
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marijuana, we cannot foresee

its widespread effects. All we can
do is carefully weigh the pros and
cons.
I believe that our culture has
a tendency to abuse substances.
Marijuana can be very useful,
especially with correcting eating
disorders, curing insomnia, as
suaging the symptoms of che
motherapy for cancer patients,
reducing the pain of menstrual
cramps and assist in the fight
against glaucoma. But in a con
sumer driven society, if mari
juana were to be fully legalized,
it would undoubtedly be used to
an unhealthy excess.
I support the regulation of
marijuana so that our society
can reap some of the benefits
of its usage. At the same time,
we must ask whether our gov
ernment is up to the task of
regulating this product in such
a
consumer-driven
world?

Are you interested in journalism? Do you have a strong opinion about what is going on around the
country, the state, the city or the campus? Are you unhappy with something?
Do you want a wrong righted?
If so, consider writing for The Vista Opinion Section.
Come to the weekly Vista Writers Meeting, Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. in SLP 403 B
or contact Opinion Editor Ryan Mulvey at rmulvey@usdvista.com

Big Brother city councils sort through trash to go green
British homeowners concerned over degredation of privacy rights after covert trash analaysis
NATALIE NEWMAN
STAFF WRITFR

According to British news
sources, some city councils
throughout the United Kingdom
have been sending hooded work
ers to snoop through residents'
trash bins in an attempt to record
what is being thrown away.
Homeowners in Northamp
tonshire, a county located in
central England, have witnessed
young men in black hoodies
emptying the contents of their
trash cans into black sacks and
loading them into an unmarked
white van. When residents later
questioned these men, they dis
covered that their city council
was conducting a week-long
waste analysis study, in collabo
ration with the Northamptonshire
Waste Partnership, in an effort to
reduce the number of recyclable
items going into landfills.
While around one thousand
houses were chosen to be in
cluded in investigation, none of
the residents received any form
of notice regarding the inspection
from their local government. "We
haven't had a leaflet or a letter,"
Northamptonshire resident Gil
lian Barnett, 61, told the Daily
Mail. "All my neighbors were
going round asking each other
what was happening."
Many homeowners have re
ported feeling "uncomfortable,"
saying the men looked suspi
cious. One anonymous resident
said "I'm cross they're doing
this without our knowledge or
permission and I'm concerned
about their motives. It's such an
underhanded 'Big Brother' thing
to do, spying on local people like
this."
For a city council to inspect

the contents of their residents'
trash is an invasion of privacy
and dignity. That aside, the way
these particular city councils
have conducted themselves is
underhanded and deceitful. They
gave absolutely no warning or
information to homeowners, yet
expected them to remain silent
about their concerns over young
men in black hoodies, with no
sort of official identification, sift-

Neill, the Conservative Party's
shadow Local Government Min
ister, who said that "there is grow
ing public concern about town
halls' power to snoop on people's
homes. Laws passed by Labour
Ministers have created powers of
entry for bin inspectors to enter
homes and gardens. These must
be scrapped."
The residents of Northamp
tonshire should demand a stop to

4 4 rm cross they're doing this
without our knowledge or
permission and I'm concerned
about their motives. It's such
an underhanded 'Big Brother'
thing to do, spying on local
people like this. 5 J
-Anonymous resident
ing through the contents of their
trash.
One city spokesman told
British news sources that the
purpose of the studies were to
better enable councils to "im
prove waste disposal efficiency."
If this was the sole purpose of the
investigation, then why couldn't
they have informed residents? If
people knew about these inva
sions and understood their pur
pose, they may have been more
willing to comply, or at least had
time to argue against it.
Perhaps the most frightening
development for Northampton
shire taxpayers comes from Bob

this kind of Big Brother behavior.
Whether people choose to recycle
or not, it is not a matter for gov
ernment to involve itself. Addi
tionally, people don't just throw
cans and food scraps in their
garbage. What about bills and
personal documents? Sending
people to snoop through personal
items sounds awfully conducive
to identity theft. Matthew Elliot,
chief executive at the British
Taxpayer's Alliance, defined the
situation accurately and con
cisely when he stated that "this
approach is unnecessarily aggres
sive and a waste of taxpayers'
money and precious resources."

L0RASF0RZA/THE VISTA

9

Thursday, October 8, 2009

OPINION

The Vista

AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF THEOLOGY

What is law school?
A place where convention is reinforced?

Or more than that?
A place to learn a broad repertoire of skills."
A rigorous curriculum in a supportive environment.
An intersection of theory and practice.

Explore the full potential of the law
in a school devoted to the big picture.

Kevin Young, M.Div. '07
Senior Pastor, Victory Outreach, Culver City, California
Teacher, Victory Education and Training Institute
El Monte, California

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCH001 OF LAW | San Diego

LESSON LEARNED: Ignorance costs more than education.

What law school ought to be.

MY STORY: In spite of witnessing the first of many murders at age nine and watching
my dad's life robbed by drug abuse, I gravitated toward education and discovered its
ability to radicallytransform.
To leam more about Kevin's inspiring story and explore
the theology programs offered:
tvww.apu.edu/mystory/keviny
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skateboarding on campus got
you in the dumps?
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READ BEFORE YOU RIDE:

Grad
School?

Where and when can I ride my skateboard?
-When riding skateboards on a campus sidewalk, the rider may
exercise due care and must yield the right of way to pedestrians
and demonstrate courtesy regarding noise. Riding is not allowed on
sidewalks west of Degheri Hall and East of Copley Library (in the
center portion of the campus) between the hours of 8:00am-4:00pm,
Monday-Friday. Riding is never permitted on the steep grades
adjacent to the Jenny Craig Pavillion and the steep grade leading
to the west gate entrance,

1

- Skateboards may not be ridden on campus roadways
or parking lots on campus(consistent with San
Diego Municipal Code 84.12 or in any

J

^

building.Use of these modes of transportation
for other purposes(i,e. tricks, jumps, rail
sliding, etc) is not permitted on
campus.
What precautions should I take when
riding my skateboard on campus?

1

I

-All riders are
expected to use
good judgment and
common sense when riding
skateboards. Skateboarding is at
one's own risk, and create a
safety risk for others.
_

-when riding skate boards, riders are asked to be

mindful of quiet hours in residential areas of the campus.

For more information visit
www.sandiego.edu/discipline/skateboards

University of Pennsylvania,Graduate School of Education
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The Phenomenon of Facebook Pictures
I

Photos

LIZ CROSBY

STAFF WRITER

i icn
Joey Haggerty
"The best pictures are the ones that
you can't really tell what they are at
first because they spark your
curiosity and you want to see exactly
what they are. Ultimately a funny
picture really makes a good one."

You're working away diligently in the library when, all
of a sudden the urge strikes. You crave it like a drug of some
sort. It's an addiction, and no one is willing to stage you an
intervention because they're all addicted too. Before you know
it, you're flipping through pictures on Facebook again for what
you're telling yourself will only be a five minute study break. Uh
huh, sure.
Five minutes quickly turns into 15 as you flip through
all of your friends recent pictures, and profile pictures of
people you perhaps are attracted to (if you're lucky enough to be
romantically involved with someone, maybe you peruse the
pictures of the two of you.) Then that rather disconcerting
feeling dawns on you yet again. It prods at you and begs the
question "is my Facebook profile adequate enough?
What is it that makes us so adamant about taking
pictures of our crazy night lives? After clicking through a
few photo albums of friends, all of the pictures begin to look
strikingly similar. There are usually those classic red cups,
people looking hot in their evening attire, characters are
usually donning their best smiles and posing in such a way
that makes them look hottest. Such pictures are also rarely
photoshopped.
The truth of the matter is these pictures represent
what sort of individuals we are or hope to be. We have control
over how we are seen by others on Facebook. This is why we
generally only want pictures of ourselves looking beautiful and

gregarious. How we present ourselves on the Internet shows to all
of your friends on Facebook just how you would like to be perceived
as an individual. We might even expound upon this further and go
so far as to say that the types of pictures we put up on Facebook
exemplify what sort of life styles we lead and therefore what sort of
people we want to be surrounded by.
But do Facebook pictures help us to live life more fully?
The '70s children seemed to have gotten along just fine without
this massive web of virtual connections. Nonetheless, it seems to
be an integral component of our generation. If someone doesn't
continually maintain their own personal website that is their
Facebook page, they seem to slip from the group conscience amidst
their peers. But by continually posting new pictures, a person is
making their presence known.
Let's be honest. How gratifying is it to have posted a new
profile picture that quickly receives a multitude of comments
beneath it? If you change your picture at the right time, and there are
a lot of friends online at the time that you change it, you're bound to
fetch a lot of comments.
Let's go past the surface and examine these classic
pictures that seem to receive so many comments. Some pictures
have so many comments, that it is easy to grow tired of reading them
all.These pictures tend to be pictures of people doing things that
conjure up the emotion of hilarity. When people look at Facebook
they want to laugh. The whole point is to either reminisce or live
vicariously through others' life experiences right? Who wants to
ruminate upon sad life experiences? It should come as no surprise
that the pictures that seem to be most adored, aside from comedy

central status pictures, are pictures of couples. We all want to
come together and witness the love that exists between two
people.
It's most certainly a status symbol to have a lot of
pictures of this sort. Perhaps this is why so many
people are willing to risk losing $300 digital cameras while
going out and taking pictures. Having countless pictures with
comments lined up beneath them shows to everyone looking
at them that you are a very beloved individual. It's the same
concept behind the beauty of our school. The motivating
factor behind making our university look so beautiful and
well groomed was to ultimately attract more students. By
making your profile look beautiful and classy you are inviting
more people into your life just as our school is so inviting to
prospective students on those campus tours.
But does the number of Facebook friends an
individual has really reflect how popular he or she is? Of course
not! Some people seem to get along just fine without it, while
others have developed such an intimate relationship with
Facebook that they update it daily like applying make-up or
picking out an aesthetically appeasing outfit for the school
day.
So we m u s t ask ourselves, " H o w d e p e n d e n t u p o n
Facebook are we?" Is our relationship with the website a healthy
one, or is it bordering upon obsessive compulsive disorder?
Now that people can update their profile with their iPhones,
who knows how bad this addiction could truly become.
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What does your
picture say about you?

First impressions are always memorable, and often a Facebook profile picture is
just that. Friends, family, and even employers can judge you off of one picture. So
what impression are you giving off with your profile picture?

Robyn Pak
"I hate pictures where it looks like
people are advertising alcohol. I don't
get it. It just looks like they're trying
to sell booze to people or prove that
they drink."

5^

Amanda Shaffer
"It bothers me when people have
Facebook pictures that look nothing
like them, it makes no sense. Make
sure your picture actually resembles
you."

The Red Cup is often the unofficial
symbol of college life. Brightly colored,
disposable, and useful in various av
enues, the red cup appears at social
gatherings. No matter its contents, the
presence of a red cup in a photo tran
lates to, "I'm ready for a good time."

When the Eiffel Tower, Taj Mahal or
London Bridge become the background
of a profile picture, it is obvious the
subject has an adventerous spirit (and
has probably studied abroad).

MMi
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The appearance of a beach in a photo
elicits the So-Cal cool attitude. Howev
er when the beach is on display, beware
of comments from envious friends who
are stuck in the mountains or plains. If
you wish to show off "the good life" of
a USD student, the beach is the perfect
backdrop for your profile picture.

Group photos show that the subject is
likeable and friendly. However too many
people in a picture can take away from
the subject's personal glory.
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USD student weaves and new path for his future
SPENCER HAYS
GIJFST WRITFR

RYAN COGHILL
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I always thought I could
imagine how much work went
into the making of a film. The
problem was, 1 only could
imagine. I spent the past week
end at my friend's beach house
in the community of St. Malo,
which is located at the end of
Oceanside, Calif. This 28 acre
gated community resembles the
architecture of a Norman village
off the coast of Brittany. Since
its development in the 1920's,
longtime residents have respect
ed a code of silence in order to
keep the community sacred and
free of visitors.
With this being such a
low-key gem in California, my
friend Toby, who attends the
University of Southern Cali
fornia's film school, knew this
would be the perfect spot to
shoot his newest project. The
film is a fairly simple concept
about a man who attempts to
impress his wife by stealing
jewelry and presents it to her
on her birthday. The woman be
comes angry with him for doing
this and makes him sleep on the
couch for the night. The man
who he stole the jewelry from
tracks down his goods and beats
the wife to death with his cane,
while the husband is sleeping
downstairs. I had the pleasure
(strangely, pleasure is the right
word) of playing the role of the
murderer.
This film will only be around
10 minutes long but we filmed
over 160 minutes of footage. It
is astounding to watch someone
so dedicated and focused on a
project that will be so short. For
every scene we shot it three to
four times from one angle and
then another three to four times
from three more angles.
The most amazing aspect
of it all was my friend's vision
of lighting. Watching him set
the lights to the perfect angle
truly showed his natural talent.
He would set a light up, open a
window, close it halfway, take
a look through the lens of the
camera, adjust the lights again
and so on. When one watches a
film, it is very rare that he or she
is taking note of the lighting,
however, it has a huge effect
on the way in which the viewer
perceives the scene.
It is truly inspiring to watch
someone work with such moti
vation and direction, especially
when he is a friend. Seeing him
get excited after each shot was
finished, I could sense the pas
sion in what he was accomplish
ing. I can see that he has a vision
he wants to act out in his future
and I believe he is well on his
way. He. serves as a dignified
inspiration for me to continue
my quest to write. For this, I
am grateful to have Edwin Toby
Eversole as a friend.

College students today have
all heard about the troubles of
graduating and not finding a job
in this current economy crisis.
Seniors are constantly bombarded
by relatives and peers about the
troubles looming on the horizon
for post graduation. Some of us
opt to return to our summer jobs
at school's end, while others may
work for their father's company
come May. Every day there are
new headlines surfacing, related
to the "economic crisis". Employ
ment is down, unemployment
up and we are left scrimping for
career leftovers.
However, it is time to stop
blaming the economy. The econ
omy may seem relentless to those
seeking jobs, however, an alterna
tive to this might be creating your
own job.
This is the case of Will
Fletcher. Hailing from Laguna
Beach, Fletcher is a senior major
ing in business with an emphasis
in international business. This
self-motivated entrepreneur has
transformed a small idea into an
established business. It may have
been bom out of boredom, or per
haps a newfound hobby, yet it is
as simple as sewing artful pockets
on American Apparel tees. The
unique and classy shirts have
spread throughout the Laguna
Beach community and are starting
to catch on to the USD popula
tion. I met up with Fletcher to
find out more about his endeavor
and get to the bottom of, his com
pany, Weve.
The Vista: What is the inspiration
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Part of Weve's collection of unique t-shirts (left) and founder Will
Fletcher (right).

behind Weve?
Will Fletcher: It was last summer.
I had this really cool fabric from
Africa; this rad African fabric. I
wanted to make a pocket out of it
so I had my mom teach me how
to sew. I spent all summer on it. I
looked so out of place.
V: When did you create Weve?
WF: In June, 2008.1 couldn't tell
you why I did it. I got so much
feedback on that one shirt, so I just
made six or seven and gave them
to my friends back home as going
away presents. I handed them out
and kept getting calls from the
people I handed them out to. It has
slowly just grown from there.
V: What does your product
stand for and who is your target

market?
WF: Quality and uniqueness;
something different. That's what
it's about. That and interesting
people. People that I know are
going to give whatever product
I have a good name. I want to
sponsor a lawn bowling team.
How cool would that be? I feel
like every clothing company has a
scene associated with it, I want to
stray away from one scene.
V: Has your USD degree helped
you at all with Weve?
WF:
Yes,
definitely! This
one course, small
business
management, has helped out a lot.
Also, just the fundamentals that I
have learned I get to use. I was
putting information in QuickBooks
[a small business accounting
software] and everything looked

familiar. I just hope professor
Romney . wasn't watching because
I definitely messed a few things
up.
V: Is your product carried in any
retail shops?
WF: Thalia Surf Shop in Laguna
Beach, Calif. That's the only shop
I'm in. I haven't really wanted to
push the company, yet. I just got
back to school and have a ton of
stuff going down here. Everything
that has happened so far has been
word of mouth. I mean, I just
made business cards at this point!
People just ask me about it all from
hearsay. I have done very little PR
and marketing and it has worked
out pretty well so far.
V: Thanks Will, and let me know
if you need any investors.
WF: I just need inspiration man!
For more information, contact
Will Fletcher at whatwevedone@
gmail.com.

Tour de Fat raises fat cash for San Diego bikeriders
KEIGE TOM
GUFST WRITFR
This past Saturday, hundreds
of people came from all over San
Diego in support of the first annual
"Tour de Fat" festival in Balboa
Park. The free event was sponsored
by the environmentally conscious
"New Belgium Brewing Co.,"
maker of "Fat Tire," an amber ale,
which is respected by beer lovers
everywhere. The annual festival
celebrates and encourages more
bike-riding amongst our automo
bile obsessed society. The "Tour
de Fat" has already made its way
down the Pacific Coast this year,
making stops in other major cities
such as Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, and will continue on
through Texas.
Submerged in a sea of bikers
of all shapes and sizes, attend
ees dressed as cowboys, nuns,
bumblebees. Batman and a human
banana, just to name a few. All
showed up in support of the fund
raiser event.
Festival-goers were strongly
encouraged to participate in the
festivities, whether it was compet
ing for beer tokens in a recycled
plastic bag bikini dance contest,
riding in the bicycle parade, or
testing your skills in the crazy
bike corral.
There was also entertainment
provided for all the non-biking fes
tival spectators. The hilarious the-
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atrical stylings of the "Daredevil
Chicken Club" kept the crowd in
stitches with their "Honey Moon
Cabaret" acrobatic stunt show.
Indie musician Sean Hayes also
had a chance to rock the "Tour de
Fat" stage. "The Sprockettes" daz-

zled the audience with their fusion
of high-energy choreography and
bicycle stunts.
The festival made it clear that
green is the new black. The "Tour
de Fat" stage was completely
solar powered throughout all of

the performances. In addition, the
festival's waste was composted
and recycled. All proceeds went
towards the "San Diego County
Bicycle Coalition" and the "San
Diego Mountain Bike Associa
tion."
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Are Brazilian Blowouts really worth the cost? Hell's bells
A lasting answer for frizzy hair
VICTORIA FANTOZZI

STAFF WRITFR

The hair care industry is one
of the most lucrative in the world
of beauty and fashion. It has been
able to successfully drain the
pockets of girls (and even guys)
clamoring for the latest cut, color
or chemical treatment being mar
keted.
A quick trip to the hair salon
is the easiest way to update your
look and give what often feels like
a much-needed change. It's also
the industry with the most longev
ity, as no matter how old you get,
that expense for highlights every
few months will just keep decreas
ing And if you start young, the
numbers can add up to a danger
ous amount by the time you reach
middle-age.
Bearing that in mind, I've been
very wary of starting any longlasting treatments on my own hair.
While color has never been an
option, I have been open to a treat
ment for my wavy (and sometimes
downright frizzy) hair. I've tried
the generic relaxers once or twice,
but nothing worked. My hair was
far too resistant. Nothing short of
a miracle would do the trick.
Last spring, Nicole Richie used
her blog to market the latest trend
in hair care, the Brazilian Blowout.
She sang its praises, claiming that
she "now has the freedom to not
have to blow dry my hair every
time I wash it. I can go swimming
and not have to worry about frizz"
(nicolerichie.celebuzz.com).
My attention was instantly
grabbed, because as any wavy
haired girl knows, water is our

biggest enemy. But I quickly
wrote off the treatment as inef
fective like the others, and with
the price being so high it hardly
seemed worth the effort.
According to brazilianblowout.
com, the blowout uses a Keratin
based formula to improve the
health of the hair by creating a pro
tective layer of protein around the
hair shaft, thus eliminating frizz
and smoothing out the cuticle.
Results last 10 to 12 weeks and
the procedure can be completed in
about 90 minutes.
When the fall semester started,
bringing with it a few weeks of
weird and wacky weather and far
too much humidity for my hair's
liking, I knew it was time for
something drastic. I was not going
to spend an hour on my hair every
morning, just to be able to tie it
back in a bun for class. The blow
out seemed like my last resort.
I booked an appointment at
the Chris McMillan salon in Los
Angeles and came in very ap
prehensive. True to its word, the
treatment only took 90 minutes.
The process involved painting on
a product, blow-drying and flat
ironing the hair and then rinsing
it out.
I was absolutely amazed with
the results when I left the salon.
My hair was straight, yes, but
amazingly it had no frizz or flya-ways. I figured when I washed
it myself the next time, the results
wouldn't be as shocking.
Thankfully I was wrong. The
very next day I went snorkeling
and as soon as my hair dried, it
looked as if I had just walked out
of a beauty salon. Needless to say,
I was overjoyed. If the treatment

JUSTINE MARZONI
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can withstand salt water and beach
air, it must be a miracle.
A week later I still couldn't be
happier. It's literally as if I have
naturally straight hair and I spend
no time in the mornings getting
ready for class. I'm definitely
hooked and can't imagine not
having this done in the future. The
best part about the treatment is that
when it fades, it fades altogether,
so you won't end up with curly
roots and straight ends like many
other relaxers and it's completely
healthy for the hair. It won't fry
or damage your hair and it can
be done on top of color with no
problems. It actually takes better
to colored hair.
However, there is a downside.

It is extremely pricey. It starts at
$350 and can cost $400 for longer
hair. If you don't have extreme
problems with waves/frizz, I
wouldn't recommend doing it.
However, if you're like me and
literally can never wear your hair
down without spending hours
trying to tame it, then I seriously
recommend trying this procedure.
If you limit yourself to getting it
done twice a year (once before
fall and once before spring works
well) the expense isn't really that
bad.
All in all, it is a truly lifechanging treatment, and if you're
in need of some extra time in the
morning, you should definitely
look into it.

Neuromarketing: the brain wave of the future
LINDSEY WEINTRAUB

STAFF WRITFR
The MR1 technology used to
diagnose heart problems relating
to heart cancer is now able to diag
nose heart problems of a different
kind: heart palpitations as a result
of impending danger in a horror
flick. That's exactly what producer
Peter Katz is using to measure the
degree of terror one experiences
while watching his recent film,
"Pop Skull." MindsignNeuromarketing, whose hub resides here in
San Diego, conducted the research
and is a pioneer in what is becom
ing known as neurocinema.
Neuromarketing is not entirely
new. In the 1970s and 1980s Pepsi
started a marketing campaign
known as the "Pepsi Challenge."
The Pepsi Challenge featured
blind taste tests between Pepsi
and Coke which naturally lead to
the winner of the sponsor, Pepsi.
However, neuroscientist Read
Montague wasn't convinced that
people actually liked Pepsi better
than Coke, because if people truly
preferred Pepsi to Coke, it would
be apparent in the market. So in
2003, Montague conducted re
search about the two products with
an MRI brain scan, which would
be the first of data collected in the
field now known as neuromarket
ing.
What Montague found was
more parallel to what the market
reflected. Blind taste tests were
conducted again, but this time
while an MRI recorded informa-

tion about brain activity. Unaware
of which drink was which, around
half of the people responded in
favor of Pepsi. But once Montague
informed them of which drink was
Coke, three fourths of the people
said Coke was better, and their
brain activity changed as well.
The medial pre-frontal cortex, the
portion of the brain responsible
for higher thinking, "illuminated"
during the taste test of Coke.
Montague hypothesized that the
brain was remembering ideas and
concepts from the Pepsi commer
cials, and brand name recognition
was taking precedent over the true
quality of the product. After pub
lishing his findings in the October
2004 issue of Neuron Magazine,
the concept of neuromarketing
was successfully established.
Five years later, the same
technology is being used to de
termine which scenes in a movie
cause stimulation in the brain.
Katz and Mindsign had a subject
watch two scenes of the film "Pop
Skull." Simultaneously, an MRI
collected information about the
subject's brain activity, identifying
exact moments when she became
frightened. In Katz's experiment,
the MRI was able to pinpoint
exact moments of stimulation in
the amygdala, the area of the brain
responsible for emotional behav
ior like fear.
One interesting outcome of
the experiment was that while
the MRI picked up brain activity
showing fear at the moment in
tended to cause audience members
to jump out of their seats, it also
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Producer Peter Katz studies brian activity during an MRI scan.

recognized just as much activity in
the amygdala during the segment
leading up to the startling scene.
How does this help a produc
er? "I wanted to understand how
we can make a horror film quan
tifiable," Katz said. Katz sees the
concept of neurocinema, although
still in its baby stages, as something
which could revolutionize the
movie-making industry. MRIs can
analyze not only the points when
a viewer is scared, but also the
amount of engagement between
the brain and the movie. This
could lead to movies that would
be more interesting for moviego
ers, and possibly eliminate the
amount of "flops." Katz views the
technology as something which
could lead to increased creativ
ity, because moviemakers would

no longer be able to rely simply
on emulating ideas which have
become trite.
"In every genre, there are
formulas that are repeated that are
no longer effective," Katz said.
Neuromarketing attempts to ward
moviemakers away from having
false hope in well-worn ideas.
But like everything in life,
there's no free lunch. The MRI
scanning costs a pretty penny.
In addition, it may be more dif
ficult to get people to have their
brain scanned in an MRI then to
just participate in a focus group.
However, as research continues
and the technology is tested and
developed, neurocinema may
become more feasible and a key
part of the moviemaking industry
in the future.

Monday afternoon I got home
from school to find a package
waiting for me on my doorstep.
Already aware of what the card
board box contained, 1 hurried
inside and ripped off the packing
tape. When my eyes fell upon
the book I had ordered from
Amazon.com, I knew not only
that my afternoon plans were
cancelled, but my perception of
the world would never be the
same.
"Behind the Bell" hit the
shelves Sept 29. This book was
written by Dustin Diamond,
more popularly known as
Samuel "Screech" Powers from
one of the most beloved sitcoms
of my generation, "Saved By the
Bell." Diamond's tell-all mem
oirs of his childhood as Screech
reveals all the secrets, scandals
and shenanigans that occurred
behind the scenes of "Saved by
the Bell."
Not only does this book offer
juicy and somewhat shocking
"facts" (is anyone really going
to believe anything the guy who
played Screech says?), it also
gives a whole generation of
twenty-somethings a reason to
be nostalgic about their child
hood. It is only a little over 20
years since SBTB aired, but that
is long enough to miss the good
old days of Zack and Kelly,
Screech and Lisa, A.C. and Jesse
and don't you forget Mr. Belding.
Like many kids growing up in
the late 1980's and early 1990's,
SBTB was one of my favorites.
Even though the pilot episode,
then known as "Good Morning
Miss Bliss," aired the year I was
born, I feel as though I grew up
with the cast of SBTB. Thanks
to syndication and of course
"Saved By the Bell the College
Years"
At the height of the SBTB
craze, viewers of the show may
not have been mature enough
to handle the defamation of
their favorite all-American high
school students, but now that
we're all grown ups, Diamond
socks it to us, every dirty detail
included.
After reading this book, I feel
as though "Behind the Bell" is
the fulfillment of the saying "I'll
tell you when you're older."
Diamond does not hold back
in any way and is not afraid to
reveal the secrets of his on-stage
friends and classmates.
All the drug abuse, teenage
sexcapades and backstabbing
aside, this book also offers some
very interesting trivia about early
90s television and popculture
I was too young to experience.
Diamond is also a decent writer
and does a good job of weaving
some hilarious anecdotes into
the darker issues tackled in the
book.
"Behind the Bell" is also a
good pastime while waiting for
the next "Saved By the Bell"
rerun. For anyone who enjoys
a guilty pleasure that is easy to
read, I definitely recommend
this book.
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Great Lake
Swimming

KAITLIN PERRY
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One of the most peaceful
activities I take part in is driving
and listening to music. As we are
all aware, music sets a particular
mood. Recently I've been crav
ing a more contemplative and
calm mood. My life is a little
crazy these day s, especially when
two kittens awake me at 6 a.m.
every day. To calm my nerves
I've been embracing the sounds
of Great Lake Swimmers.
Professor del Rio introduced
me to Great Lake Swimmers last
semester when we did an awe
some music exchange. I listened
to them a little bit this summer
but as my daily routine changed
my driving music changed and
my playlist titled "pensive,"
which contained Great Lake
Swimmers, was pushed aside as
Bassnectar and WHY? came to
the foreground.
Recently, however, I ac
cidentally hit play on that "pen
sive" playlist and have stayed
there ever since. A shuffling of
Grizzly Bear, The Decemberists,
Kings of Leon and Great Lake
Swimmers is the best remedy
when you're feeling a little slow,
dumb and stressed. As different
as these artists are, they mix well
and boost your brain activity.
The other day, my shuffle
wasn't really working and about
five Great Lake Swimmers songs
played in a row. I was instantly
happy and relaxed and slowly
dreaded my night shift at Gap
less and less. The melodic con
struction of the songs and the
sexily simple vocals of Tony
Dekker made me feel positive
and ready to tackle the task of
folding jeans and sweaters for
four hours. But when I listen to
Great Lake Swimmers outside
of my car I only feel like snug
gling.
"Your Rocky Spine" is
one of those songs that makes
you wish it was written about
you. The lyrics are sensual yet
comforting and the tempo of
the song is perfect to drift away
to. It's a beautiful song and it's
kind of Iron and Wine-esque,
which means it moves you and,
essentially, makes you want to
snuggle.
"Various Stages" is the same
way. The song starts with "I have
seen you in various stages of un
dress" and goes on to say "I have
seen you be reckless in matters of
love." Honestly, these lyrics kill
me. They are so simple yet hold
so much weight in what they
symbolize. And the music that
backs them is just as special.
Great Lake Swimmers have
definitely been added to my list
of bands I need to see live, pref
erably not at a music festival.
Their songs call for an intimate
setting and as soon as they make
their way to L.A., I'm there.
Until then I'll stay pensive as I
drive around and imagine what it
would be like to actually swim a
great lake.
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Portugal. The Man lures the crowd into a trance
JESSICA TISHUE
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Fortunately for both music en
thusiasts and humanity, Wasilla,
Alaska gave birth to more than
just Sarah Palin. Portugal. The
man, along with the falsetto of
front-man, John Baldwin Gourley,
trudged over icy waters and into
the hearts of many.
As an under-rated union of
new-fangled musicians, their
vibrant harmonies and effortless
melodies allude to the influence
of the simpler days The Beatles
once sang about. Alternative Press
magazine named Gourley one
of the "best vocalist of 2008."
PTM's latest album, "The Satanic
Satanist," which hit stores July 21,
reinforces AP's claim.
The only sin "The Satanic
Satanist" commits is emitting an
ineffable feeling of falling in love
for the very first time. Smooth,
soulful rhythms synchronize with
psychedelic riffs while dancing
around liberated lyrics. Showcas
ing Gourley's gift for creating
abstract art, the album cover is
splashed with vivacious colors
and bizarre designs, folding out
like a pop-up art book. Bringing
clarity to an inhibited sound is at
tributed to established producer,
Paul Q. Kolderie, who has mixed
and mastered bands such as Radiohead, Pixies and Lemonheads.
Do not attend a PTM show
expecting to hear tunes indistin
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guishable to their albums. For
once it can be considered a good
thing when a band doesn't mimic
their album during a live-set. In
stead, PTM extended bridges and
solos.
PTM turned a laid-back am
biance of friends laughing over
drinks at venue, Belly Up Tavern,
to complete static. Smoke and
twinkling lights enchanted lis
teners to flock to the stage like
zombies in a trance. As the crowd
filled the floor, PTM leisurely
emerged from Gourley's abstract
artwork which was featured on
stage. Unifying both the band and

the crowd, Gourley had his mi
crophone set up sideways. PTM's
performance transformed into an
intimate invitation into a magical
jam session shared only between
close friends.
Complimenting the exploding
sounds that blasted out from the
speakers, PTM harmonized high
notes in one accord. Slipping into
an uncontrollable frenzy, bassist,
Zach Carothers busted out backbends all while thrashing his bass
from side to side. Keyboardist
Ryan Neighbors defied his school
boy image like The Beatles right
before they became experimen-

tal on "Magical Mystery Tour."
Crazed off the crowds' energy,
Neighbors wildly played his
keyboard, intermittently banging
bongos with drum sticks.
Gourley slowly swayed across
stage singing, "Help out all those
friends that helped you too," a
message similar to the one Gour
ley blogged about on portugaltheman.net saying, "What we do need
is love and respect for one another
and respect for the world we live
in."
Visit USDRadio.org to read a
full interview with Portugal. The
Man.

"Zombieland": It's still funny when someone gets hurt
L0RI MILLSLAGLE
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"Zombieland" combines three
of my favorite movie components:
guns, zombies and Jesse Eisenberg. Set in a world plagued by a
zombie virus, only a few survive.
Columbus, played by a very
cute Jesse Eisenberg, is able to
survive by adhering to a code of
conduct with numbered rules that
include wearing a seatbelt and
limbering up before strenuous ex
cursions.
He chances upon Talahassee,
played by Woody Harrelson, a true
redneck who revels in one-upping
himself in zombie slaughter. While
searching for the last Twinkies on
the planet, Columbus and Tallahas
see meet sisters Wichita and Little
Rock, played by Emma Stone and
Abigail Adams. Vigilantes whose
ways were unchanged by the on
slaught of zombies, the girls take

advantage of their male counter
parts whenever possible.
The four starkly different char
acters take a movie that could be
desolate and depressing ("28 Days
Later"-esque) and make it into
what all zombie movies inadvertedly end up being - a joke.
"Zombieland" is about laugh
ing in the face of the apocalypse.
It doesn't matter that Columbus'
family is dead. It doesn't matter
that there may only be four people
left in a broken world. And it cer
tainly doesn't matter that society
has been reduced to a league of
flesh-eating undead.
The characters maintain an
upbeat rapport that is refreshing
to the viewer. No need for a heavy
romance or weepy story of sorrow,
this film is obnoxiously silly and
unreasonably violent. If you are
looking for a good movie to take
your mind off the misery of mid
terms, go see "Zombieland." You
won't be disappointed

COURTESY H0LLYW00DGRIND.COM

What should be on your iPod
Still rockin' in my head - Favorite Classic Rock Song

Justine's Choice:

"Over the Hills & Far Away"
- Led Zeppelin
Ryan's Choice:

"Fearless" - Pink Floyd
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The Old Globe portrays the life of Davis Jr. in "Sammy"
ERIN HERNANDEZ
STAFF WRITFR

The musical "Sammy," di
rected by Keith Glover, chronicles
the life of the biracial singer,
dancer and actor Sammy Davis, Jr.
(1925-1990). He was involved in
the entertainment business at four
years old starting in vaudeville,
but would not gain recognition
until 1951.
His fateful performance on
Sunset Blvd. in the Will Mastin
Trio after the Academy Awards
turned him into an overnight sen
sation and garnered the proper
attention for him and the group to
sign as a recording artist. The Old
Globe's production shows Sammy
as deeply troubled and extremely
flawed, but overall good.
His fatal flaw is his inability to
slow down his fast-paced life. The
production takes on the daunt
ing task of portraying his long
life filled with excitements of all
kinds. This ambition, however,
proves too far-reaching.
The play lacks cohesion in its
attempt to depict the major peri
ods of his life, including his stint
in the military, his conversion to
Judaism and his time as a drug-

COURTESY OLDGLOBE.ORG
loving hippie. These moments
move quickly, without time for the
appropriate elements to develop,
and the play switches to the next
scene before the results of the pre
vious scene come to fruition.
It may work thematically
that Sammy lives at the same

"Whip It" becomes its
own hero at box office
DREW HOWARD

GUEvST WRITER
When most people hear the
name Ellen Page, their immediate
association is "Juno," the defin
ing role which catapulted Page
into the national spotlight in the
summer of 2007.
Drew Barrymore's directorial
debut may have given Ellen Page
a new defining role, as she plays
misfit Bliss Cavender in the roller
derby themed, girl-power in
spired "Whip It" which came out
last Friday. The film is based in
small-town Texas, where Page's
character doesn't seem to fit in
until she discovers the unortho
dox subculture of roller derby in

nearby Austin.
"Whip It" is getting rave re
views from critics and moviego
ers alike, due to its charming plot
centered around roller derby of all
things, and the inspiring theme
(and the movie's tag-line) "Be
your own hero." Personally, I was
a bit skeptical, expecting a Drew
Barrymore chick flick, but was
pleasantly surprised with a film
that was thoroughly entertaining.
The movie boasts an awesome
soundtrack of '80s jams, coupled
with fantastic performances by
Barrymore, who plays derby girl
Smashley Simpson, and Page.
"Whip It" just might end up being
the box-office surprise of the fall.
Go see it and you'll see why.

rapid speed at which the action
progresses, but this prevents the
members of the audience from
emotionally investing themselves
in the characters.
The production does boast an
incredibly talented cast with cred
its like Obba Babatunde and Adam

James who play Sammy and Frank
Sinatra. Babatunde, mentored by
Sammy Davis, Jr. himself, sings
and dances with clear skill and
energy.
Davis' most powerful perfor
mances were his renditions of
the songs "The Joker" and "What
Kind Of Fool Am I?" which come
at moments of vulnerability for his
character. However, some of his
more exciting scenes occur when
he is on stage with James, who has
made a name for himself as a stage
actor performing as Frank Sinatra
in not only "Sammy" but in other
theater productions as well.
He first came to the role of Frank
Sinatra when Tina Sinatra selected
him to play her father in the musi
cal, "Sinatra Remembered" and
has since then gone on to play the
legendary singer and songwriter in
different productions. Babatunde
and James, alongside Troy Britton Johnson playing Dean Martin,
form part of what was dubbed the
Rat Pack.
Their routine of the song
"Singin' An' Swingin" gives the
audience a taste of what it may
have been like to see the big names
come together on stage live in Las
Vegas.

SAN DIEGO EVENTS

4

The playwright Leslie Bricusse
does provide an interesting look at
the life of Sammy Davis, Jr. that
makes one rethink the era of his
life and its major players, but the
production did not fully captivate
me as audience member. This may
have been very well due to the fact
that I did not live through the time
that Davis experienced the height
of his fame, and 1 may just not
completely grasp the enormity of
such a figure as his.
It seems as though an older
audience would have enjoyed this
particular theater experience more,
seeing as they have a better under
standing of the impact that Davis
had on the American culture.
Bricusse does not delve too
much into the emotional aspects
that underlie the action of the play,
which may have been the- right
direction in order to gain the ap
preciation of a younger audience.
Nonetheless, any lover of the
ater can see that the ensemble per
forms with obvious ability, espe
cially when it came to singing, and
the more elaborate stage sets did
prove to be rather eye-catching.
The production has all the right
elements and was only in need of
greater unity for all these parts.

CALENDAR

Oct 11

Oct 8

Kenny Rogers @ Pechanga Resort and

La Jolla Wine and Art Festival

Casino

9 a.m.-5 p.m. $7

8:00 p.m. $60-85
Jason Mraz with Brett Dennen @
The Silent Comedy @ The Loft

Crickety Wireless Ampitheatre

9:00 p.m. 21+, $8

Free- $1

Groundation w/ DJ Emmanuel @ Bell Up

Oct 12

Tavern
8:00 p.m. 21+, $20

Moby@ House of Blues, San Diego
Doors open at 6:30p.m.
Preformance 8:30 p.m.
21+$27.50

Oct 13

RE0 Speedwagon @ Valley View Casino
8:00 p.m. $45-55

The Black Dahlia Murder, Skeletonwitch, and
Pearl Jam and Ben Harper @ Viejas

Toxic Holocaust @ SOMA

Arena

7:00 p.m. $14

8:00 p.m. $61

Oct 14
Oct 10

The Jesus Lizard @ The Casbah
8:30 pm $30

21 +
Mae @ SOMA
7:00 p.m. $15

The Richie Furay Band @ The Belly Up
Tavern

COURTESY CHUD.COM

La Jolla Wine and Art Festival

8:00 p.m. 21+

9 a.m.-5 p.m. $7

$28-$30
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Everything in its right place after all
Thorn Yorke and Flea ys band make Los Angeles debut
NICK PETERSON
flUFST WRITFR

September 27, 2009: 2:53 a.m.: Re
ceive text from Bryce Carr explaining
Thom Yorke and Flea are starting a
band and will play Los Angeles next
Sunday.
9:58 a.m.: Leave class discussion of
how men ruined the world with misogynistic patriarchy to" find nearest
computer.
10:03 a.m.: The Ticketmaster Queue
wait escalates while I consider how my
life would be if I missed the show, or the
chance to ask Thom Yorke if the aliens
told him about 2012 before it happens.
10:07 a.m.: Karma delivers me box
seats (reportedly worth $3500 the day
of the show).
Yesterday morning I woke up to find
Pitchfork's completed Top 200 albums
of the 2000's. In what only seemed fit
ting for the morning After seeing madiohead's Thom Yorke and Chili Pepper's
Flea unite in a musical union that was as
equally intriguing as it was captivating,
"Kid A" was declared the top album
of the decade. Coming from a guy
whose second CD received as a gift was
"Amnesiac" (J-Lo's "On the 6" was #1,
because of the cover), who spent at least
400 hours driving Washington back-

roads to the Greenwood's anthems and
who once passed Thom in an Oxford
Park pathway (@!&#%!), I probably
won't ever be able to convey the satis
faction of the night of Oct. 4. But alas,
with some syntax and diction dancin I'll
try.
Thom and Flea were accompanied by
R.E.M./Beck drummer Joey Waronker,
Radiohead producer Nigel Godrich and
percussionist Mauro Refosco. Now
while I entirely respect and completely
appreciate what the Peps' have done
over the past two decades, I was a bit
skeptical as to how Flea's sex funk
would integrate into Thorn's polar op
posite creations. Yet I know each of the
Peps' are ridiculously talented musi
cians deservedly worthy of respect in
their own rights. Needless to say, Flea
had absolutely no problem jumping into
his British stagemate's productions.
The Orpheum Theatre in Los Ange
les housed the so far nameless band.
The theater deserves some limelight
itself. The 1926 constructed vaudeville
theater is a beautiful relic of the past,
with superb acoustics and a perfect fit
for the symphon.y-esque presence of the
Yorke Quintet. Plus, I somehow ended
up with box seats, putting me about a
dozen Stratocaster lengths away from
Thom and Flea.

Similar to experiences in Vondel
Park, I've come to realize that the Radiohead/Yorke live experience is inef
fable. Personal biases aside, I just have
never seen another show that compares
to the perfection, presence and presenta
tion that Radiohead delivers in concert.
The Yorke Quintet opened with the
title track of Thorn's 2006 solo album
"The Eraser," and continued to play
tracks off of it. I was stunned at how
accurately and brilliantly the back
ing band recreated the album. Flea's
character upped the ante on the songs,
though he never seemed to distract from
the distinct style of the tunes. Rather he
infused the trademark Peppers' energy
in the song. As a testament to that, the
entire audience was up and dancing
by about midset. Moreover, Thorn's
alien dance moves got ratcheted up to
a whole new level while he matched his
stage partner.
The Quintet's new material - much
of which is still being named, as Thom
noted - carried the lofty, gorgeously
haunting ambiance we've all come to
love from the Brit heroes. Flea's bass
went beyond any mere musical back
bone and elevated the punch of the
sound. While a few tunes embodied
the classic funk bass edge of the Peps'
work, Flea mastered an excellent, ener

getic complement to Thorn's melodies.
I suppose you've got to hear it,
though it's ultimately a synthesis that
comes across as both effortless and
seamless. You get the dreamscape^soar
ing poignancy of Thom stitched with
Flea's passion and bight. Nigel Godrich
played the unsung hero, providing about
every accessory sound imaginable. The
layering and complexities of what he
was doing was unbelievable, and kept
me wondering where the hell the sounds
were coming from.
Now, the percussion may have been
the highlight. The gang utilized two
drumsets - though percussive arrange
ments might do more justice consider
ing how eclectic the range of instru
ments was - that worked beautifully off
one another. The intricate beats were
so smooth and well put together, but so
wildly detailed that the whole presenta
tion was awe inspiring.
At this point, I don't think I can offer
much of an explanation as to how cap
tivating and satisfying the Yorke/Flea
experiment went. Simply, it was two of
the world's greatest musicians over the
past two decades flawlessly fusing their
work together. I will just offer my high
est recommendations to jump on the
album as soon as it's finished. For full
set list check out usdradio.org.

Ditch
the parking headache.
Buy a SD5U Student Semester Pass & score unlimited
rides on the Bus and Trolley all semester long.
On sale at the Ut Box Office

September 1 - October 15,2009
$154

Valid August 26- December II, 2009
f in dudes a $15 USD subsidy)
Urn it one pass per student, Student ID required for purchase.
www.sdfntscom
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Playoff preview: the hunt for October is here

One sports writer's ultimate prediction of how this post-season will shape up

CHRIS HANNEKE
STAFF WRITFR

RYAN SIDHOO
SPORTS m-FDITOR

Since it is tough being a
Raiders fan writing about sports
on a Sunday after watching your
quarterback look like he should
be playing Pop Warner, I needed
something to cheer myself up.
Inspired by YouTube, here are the
top five music videos by famous
athletes.
Artist: Shaquille O'Neal
Song: "Shoot Pass Slam"
Best Line: " I flow like a stream/
better yet a river/ you need to
call me Mail Man/Cuz Karl cant
deliver"
Highlight of Video: Various
cameo shots of Scott Skiles in his
playing days.
Artist: 1987 Lakers
Song: "Just Say No to drugs"
BestLine: "I am Kareem,captain
of this team/ don't need drugs, I
got a higher thing/ my sky hook
makes the team look good/ but
there is a hook we gotta shake
from the nieghbourhood"
Highlight of Video: Vintage
Laker gear, Kurt Rambis, Byron
Scott's swag, short-shorts, Pat
Riley getting loose on the mic,
James Worthy sounding like
Barry White ( very impressive
Big Game James...)
Artist: Roy Jones Jr.
Song: "Yall Must Have Forgot"
Best Line: "Will there be an
other Roy Jones? Probably not.
Stopped Virgil Hill with a body
shot/ See y'all musta forgot"
Highlight of Video: Roy Jones
shadow boxing in his pool, Roy
Jones shadowing boxing on his
yacht, Roy Jones remipding you
that "Y'all must have forgot" how
great he is.
Artist: RonArtest
Song: "Workout"
Best Line: "I just like to work
out, smelling so bad/ I'll take a
shower later/ put money in the
bag and get my work out on"
Highlight of Video: Ron getting
his swell on at Muscle Beach,
various adlibs referring to doing
crunches, spotters in bikinis,
Ron-Ron pretending he is Rocky
at the end of the video.
Artist: Deion Sanders
Song: "Must be the Money"
Best Line: "Rolex, with 'gators
on my feet/ I got two pair for
every day of the week/ My hair
is done, my fingernails too/Six
buttons down and I don't know
what to do"
Highlight of Video: This one
has it all: pool party, making
it rain, Deion being pampered,
Deion dancing in hot pink suit,
Deion in a Kangol driving his
convertible. Just an overall clas
sic 1990's feel.

NLDS #1: Colorado Rockies vs.
Philadelphia Phillies
If Jim Tracy does not win
Manager of the Year, it will be
the biggest outrage since "For
rest Gump" stole the Oscar from
"Pulp Fiction" and "Shawshank
Redemption". The way he has
turned this Rockies team around
has definitely been the most
amazing story of an otherwise
rather boring baseball season. The
Rockies face a huge test when
they take on the defending World
Champion Philadelphia Phillies.
Cliff Lee and Pedro Martinez
are on board this year, and they
join Joe Blanton and last year's
World Series MVP Cole Hamels
on the most daunting pitching
staff in the postseason. Their bull
pen is the big question mark, and
it could very well be the deciding
factor as this series promises to
feature some close games. De
spite the bullpen issues, the Philly
lineup that features Jimmy Rol
lins, Ryan Howard, Chase Utley
and the rejuvenated Raul Ibanez
is just too talented to pick against.
The series will be decided in
Games 3 and 4 when this stacked
Phillies offense heads to the Mile
High City. Bottom Line: The
Rockies are a fantastic story, but
they simply won't be able to keep
up with the high-powered Phillies
offense, especially when facing
such a talented pitching staff.
Phillies win in 5.
NLDS #2: St. Louis Cardinals
vs. Los Angeles Dodgers
The Dodgers were the best
team in baseball the first half of
the season. Since then, they've
gone a mediocre 38-33. Aside

from a sub-par performance in
the last week of the season when
they already had the NL Central
clinched, the Cardinals quietly
surged to the best record in base
ball in the span after July 24th; the
day they acquired Matt Holliday.
The Cardinals are led by the best
1-2 punch in baseball with Chris
Carpenter and Adam Wainwright
(calm down, C.C. Sabathia and
A.J. Burnett fans, it's true) Having
these two guys start out the series
in LA gives the Cardinals a great
chance to at least earn a split and
head back to Busch Stadium.
Manny has not been Manny
since he returned from his 50game suspension and the rest of
the offense is also a relatively
young bunch.
Bottom Line: Led by soon-tobe three time MVP Albert Pujols
and Matt Holliday, along with the
dangerous 1 -2 punch in Carpenter
and Wainwright is too much. Car
dinals win in 4.
ALDS #\: Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim vs. Boston Red Sox
The other storyline that will be
played over and over is the whole
"Red Sox own the Angels in Oc
tober." Except this one is harder
to argue against. The Angels have
one playoff win over the Red Sox
since 1986 and it came last year.
They're bound to come through
sooner or later right? The Red Sox
lineup looks more beat up than an
old Chevy. Still, this Angels team
always seems to find a way to let
these close games slip away in
October. A large part of that falls
on manager Mike Scioscia, who
has a tendency to choke under
the pressure. If the Angels can
somehow extend this series to five
games, they may be able to capi
talize on home field advantage and
steal the series at home in front

of a stadium full of fans banging
those obnoxious thunder sticks.
Bottom Line: Until the Angels
show they can beat them in Oc
tober, don't bet against the Sox.
Boston wins in 4.
ALDS #2: Minnesota Twins vs.
New York Yankees
All signs point to the Yan
kees absolutely dominating this
series. They come rolling into
the playoffs with a ton of confi
dence. C.C. Sabathia looks ready.
Bottom Line: They're the Yan
kees. Yankees sweep.

they know this is their World
Series to lose. The fun-loving '04
World-Champion Red Sox team
is a distant memory. Manny is
no longer around and Big Papi
looks like the fat kid who got
picked last for the kick ball team.
Bottom Line: This isn't 2004.
Yankees win in 5.

World Series: St. Louis Cardi
nals vs. New York Yankees
How fitting this World Series
would be. The two most pro
lific franchises in baseball history
(New York with 26 World Series
titles, St. Louis with 10) in a series
NLCS: Philadelphia Phillies vs. that would take the game back to
its roots, which is exactly what it
St. Louis Cardinals
The pitching in this series needs. Baseball finally seems to
would be exciting enough, but it is be moving beyond the "Steroids
incredible how similar these two Era", into a new age of old-school
teams are. Both teams are loaded baseball, which is what made the
with started pitching, both teams game America's pastime to begin
have offenses led by their power with. These are the two teams with
ful first basemen (Ryan Howard the fewest weaknesses out of the
and Albert Pujols) and both teams bunch.
The key will come down to
have bullpens who have struggled,
especially throughout the second managing. Joe Girardi is still rela
half. This has the potential to be tively new to this whole thing, but
an incredible series, and there will the dirty little secret is that Tony
certainly be some pitching duals LaRussa has a tendency to over
for the ages. This one is a total toss .manage, especially in close games.
up, and it basically comes down Look for him to make too many
to which lineup steps up under the moves with his depleted bullpen
pressure, and which bullpen is less that will come back to haunt the
likely to completely blow a game. Cardinals.
Girardi seems content with
Bottom Line: The Phillies run is
bound to end sooner or later and letting his players decide the out
without the dominant bullpen that come-, as well be sbouVd, since
was so vital in last year's cham they are the more talented team in
pionship team. Cardinals in 4. baseball this year. For the Cardi
nals to have any chance, Carpen
ALCS: Boston Red Sox vs. New ter needs to outduel Sabathia in
Game 1 and get the momentum
York Yankees
This will go down as an ove- going in the Cardinals' favor. Oth
rhyped series in playoff history. erwise this could be an ugly series.
The truth is, the Red Sox are not Bottom Line: This is the Yankees'
nearly as good as the 2004 team World Series to lose. New York
that came back from 3-0 against Yankees: WORLD CHAMPI
the Yankees. The Yankees look ONS in 7.

NL

ivjjjd

riiAiorro
Yankees

Phillies
Rockies

Twins

*

Cardinals

Red Sox

Cardinals

Yankees
Cardinals

Dodgers

Yankees

Champion

Red Sox
Angels

MARY BETH BARKER/THE VISTA

18

Thursday, October 8, 2009

The Vista

Josh Johnson has solid first start in losing effort
TYLER WILSON
STAFF WRITER

Josh Johnson, the former dual
threat quarterback for the Toreros,
made his first NFL start on Sunday
for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
The Bucs faced the Wash
ington Redskins in the nation's
capitol, which is known for being
one of the toughest places to play
in the league. Josh Johnson was
poised nonetheless, throwing a
touchdown pass on the Bucs' first
offensive play of the game.
Johnson led the Bucs to a
10-0 halftime lead, but could not
hold on as they lost 16-13.
Even though the Bucs lost,
Johnson showed promise for a
young quarterback.
Johnson went 13-22 and had
106 yards passing with a touch
down and an interception, posting
a passer rating of 67.6. His only
touchdown pass came after the
defense forced a fumble on the
Redskins' eight yard line. Johnson
fired it in to Antonio Bryant on an
out route, placing it into Bryant's
hands with prefect precision.
Johnson also had 41 yards
rushing on seven attempts, averag
ing 5.9 yards a carry. He had one
scramble for 15 yards. Johnson
used his speed to turn a few sacks

into positive yardage, showing
just why he could be extremely
valuable to the Bucs success this
season.
After Johnson's touchdown
pass in the first two minutes of the
game, the Bucs would not reach
the end zone again. They would
kick just two more field goals and
squander two red zone opportuni
ties.
Josh Johnson did everything
he could to put Tampa Bay in posi
tion to win, but his teammates did
not capitalize. Bucs kicker Mike
Nugent missed two field goals on
the day, and the defense, despite
only allowing 16 points, allowed
all 16 to come on three straight
drives in the third quarter.
Even though the loss was not
on Josh Johnson's shoulders, he
stepped up to the podium at the
post game press-conference and
took responsibility, showing ma
turity beyond his years.
Josh Johnson proved that he
can "play with the big boys" on
Sunday and made it clear that he is
here to play many more Sundays
in the future.
Next week the Bucs take
on the Philadelphia Ealges in
Philadelphia. Johnson will make
his second consecutive start and
looks to improve on a solid per
formance.

mistress

MORGAN PAYNE
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Josh Johnson scrambling for another big gain at his alma mater.

Torero Diaries
Coaching departures upset one Torero
JAMES MEADOR

FFATURFD WRITFR

If you are from San
Diego you know USD is the
most prestigious and athleti
cally sound school in the area,
therefore, making the rivalry
between USD and San Diego
State an exciting and intense
event. This got even more con
troversial between the baseball
teams when two of our Torero
coaches decided to take jobs
on the staff of Tony Gwynn's
team.
I believe that our former
pitching coach and volunteer
assistant left on a note of greed
and business. It sits wrong

in my stomach knowing that the
coach that recruited me and a lot
of our new players left us on a
very quick and sudden decision.
I do understand the financial as
pects that needs to be met in this
very unstable economy, but leav
ing a place where pride and com
petitiveness is a passion to go to
SDSU is a sign of weakness.
Although I disagree with
the decision our former coaches
made, I am still very grateful as
one of these men gave me the oppurtunity to play college baseball.
Without him I would not be sit
ting here in the UTA's, watching
football and writing this article. I
guess I am just annoyed that they
left to coach at the school our team

despises the most.
I believe when change comes
there is always the opportunity
to better one's self or team, and
in this situation I really do think
our baseball team came out on
top. The new, very successful and
bright men that joined our coach
ing staff came with a lot of creden
tials and knowledge of the game
that is very positive and beneficial
to our team.
The new pitching coach,
Tyler Kincaid came from Palomar
junior college and coached in the
Cape Cod baseball league and he
now finds himself in the middle of
a bunch of great arms. Then there
is Nik Crouch who was named the
director of baseball operations.

He not only takes care of the
paperwork side of the game,
but comes with a professional
background, and he might be
the key to giving our players
the edge for the next level.
I think we are very excited
for our new additions to the
coaching staff, and I person
ally cannot wait to see how
they better our baseball team.
This year we will face our
former coaches and the Aztecs
for a four game rivalry series
in the beginning of our season.
I encourage everyone to come
out and cheer on your Tore
ros and to embarrass USD's
former coaches when we play
the Aztecs.

Why USD was the perfect fit
BRANDON JOHNSON
FFATURFD WRITFR

In terms of my recruiting
experience I was not highly
recruited throughout my whole
high school career. This was
due to the fact that I did not
focus all of my attention on
basketball until my junior year,
when I placed in the top 25 in
a tournament of more than 100
players.
For most of my high school
career I split my focus between
both football and basketball,
lettering in both. When I was
recruited it was for both bas
ketball and football so I did
not go on many recruiting trips
for basketball. The schools that
I did visit were Texas A & M ,
Mississippi State and Univer
sity of San Diego.

Prior to visiting schools I
knew that I wanted to get recruited
by a school that would allow me
enough playing time to really hone
my skills as a basketball player.
The team I played for in
high school, AAU team (Summer
League), was full of AU-Americans such as TJ Ford, Daniel
Ewing, Marcus Thorton and
Gerald Green. This meant that
every year all the players had to
wait their turn to get playing time.
That is how I knew I did not want
to share minutes because I did it
with my AAU team.
On the recruiting trips to
Texas A&M, Mississippi State and
USD I realized that all the schools
had something good to offer, but
USD offered the best in terms of
academics and the worst in terms
of the basketball team.
The visits to the other schools
were great and I have great memo-

My

ries from the experience, but the
amount of people that they had
that played my position made me
very aware of the fact that I would
not be able to play for extended
periods of time until the end of my
college career, which is definitely
not what I wanted.
I knew staying in Texas, close
to Houston, would possibly get me
in major trouble. Becasue of that
I knew I could not attend Texas
A&M because it was too close
to my hometown where I could
get into trouble. I always knew I
wanted to get out of Texas unless
the University of Texas offered
me a scholarship. I did not want
to go to Mississippi; it did not feel
like the right decision and I make
a habit of always following my gut
instincts.
As such my interest was
leaning more towards USD. USD
is a very loyal school and the fact

that they offered me playing
time was something I could
not pass up. My recruitment
for USD started in 9th grade
and they followed me through
school with a loyalty that was
unmatched. In the end the loy
alty they showed me, as well
as what they could offer me in
terms of bettering my life and
being able to push myself to
new heights, was something
that I had to go out on a limb
and take. My decision has paid
off in more ways than I can
imagine.
From my own experience
with the recruiting process I
have been able to help other
players when they visit USD to
realize what USD has to offer.
They are loyal to the players
that they choose as well as the
fact that it offers opportunties that other schools cannot.

It is going to be fun to
follow another NBA team this
year aside from my Denver
Nuggets. Don't get me wrong,
I still love the Nuggets, but a
new team has caught my eye.
The Phoenix Suns trav
eled to USD for their train
ing camp this past week and
for me it was an unparalleled
experience. Never before had
I been able to watch profes
sional athletes so closely or
interact with them in any way
other than cheering for them
on TV or in the stands.
I have had some pretty
good seats at Nuggets games
in the past, but there is noth
ing that compares to watching
these athletes practice at full
speed right in front of my
eyes. The size, athleticism and
grace is truly astonishing.
I quickly realized Amare
Stoudemire is a beast of a
man. Earl Clark is a gazelle
on the fast break. Steve Nash
is an orchestrator of the high
est degree.
Even some of the lesser
known players were simply
majestic on the court. Dan
Dickau looked like an NBA
All-Sar in my eyes instead
of the journeyman that he is.
Alando Tucker, the third year
product from Wisconson,
had some seroiusly blistering
shooting streaks throughout
the week. Even players like
Robin Lopez showed signs of
brilliance at times (before he
broke a bone in his left foot
keeping him out of action for
six weeks).
It is so surprising to see
how gifted these players
are when you are so used to
seeing them riding the pine
on TV. I realized that even
these NBA scrubs are still in
the upper most echelon of the
sports world.
Despite my amazement
at the pure athleticism on
display, the most rewarding
aspect of the week was how
amiable the players actually
were. No question of mine
went unanswered and every
one of my greetings was met
with a smile and a fist bump.
Professional
athletes
are
often perceived as rich prima
donnas, but every single one
of the Suns was refreshingly
approachable.
The Nuggets are, and
always will be, my team, but I
now feel a unique connection
with the Phoenix Suns. In a
weird way I feel like I am a
part of the Suns family. They
let me into their world, if only
for a brief moment, and for
that I am forever a changed
sports fan.
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Toreros defeat LMU, drop tough battle to Pepperdine
TYLER WILSON
STAFF WRITFR

The University of San Diego
Women's Volleyball team began
WCC play this Thursday against
the Loyola Marymount Univer
sity Lions and continued their
week with a match against the
Pepperdine University Waves on
Saturday.
The Toreros, even with the
added motivation of having Ali
Troost named WCC co-player
of the month, looked vulnerable
against LMU and were finally
defeated by Pepperdine. After the
two matches the 20th ranked To
reros dropped to 9-4 on the season
and 1-1 in WCC play.
The Torero women posted
a hard fought win with scores
of 25-23, 16-25, 25-18, 19-25,
15-9 against LMU in their WCC
opener.
The match went back and
forth as LMU took a 7-3 lead in
the first set, and even led 20-19.
But the Toreros showed resilience
and battled to win the first set
25-23. In the second set LMU
went ahead 12-9 and never looked
back, posting a 25-16 win.
The third set was owned by
the Toreros, as they fought to a 14
-10 lead and never backed down,
winning the set 25-18. The fourth
set was won by the Lions 25-19 in
another see-saw affair very similar
to the first set. In the fifth and final
set, it was all tied up at nine when
the Toreros went on a 6-0 run to
cap off a hard fought victory.
Carrie Baird, a true fresh
man, had 13 kills on 28 attempts
and Kelsi Meyers continued her

national dominance with 47 as
sists. Ashton Basch, Ali Troost and
Torey Ellick each had double-digit
kills adding to an already stellar
season by both players.
The Toreros looked like they
were on track to continue their
WCC dominance, but were quick
ly humbled in Malibu by the Pep
perdine Waves in their next match
of the week.
The
Pepperdine
Waves
snapped the Torero's eight match
winning streak with a convincing
3-0 win in Malibu on Saturday.
The 25-18,25-23,25-23 loss gave
the Toreros their first WCC loss
this season in only their second
conference game. Kelsi Meyers
continued to show her skill with
45 assists and Torey Ellick and
Carrie Baird each had 10 kills to
lead the Toreros. However, their
leadership was not enough against
the determined Waves as they
smotherred the Toreros.
In the first set the Waves took
control on a 9-1 run to go up 14-6
and eventually won the set 25-18.
The Toreros looked like they were
going to crawl back in the second
set, battling to a 19-19 tie.
After the Waves took a 20-19
lead, they never relinquished the
lead, winning the set 25-23.
The third set looked much like
the second, with both teams claw
ing to a 16-16 tie. After a quick 5-2
run, the Waves went up 21-18 and
never gave the lead back, winning
the set 25-23.
The Toreros look to improve
to 10-4 overall and 2-1 in confer
ence play against the University of
San Francisco Dons at the Jenny
Craig Pavilion today at 7 p.m.

RVAN BRENNAN/ THE VISTA
Colleen Carlson dominating at the net.

zpizza Winter Specials
The Ultimate Laser Adventure

USD GROUP
EVENT DISCOUNT
UP TO 36
PLAYERS
PER GAME
HUGE
MULTI-LEVEL
ARENA

A NEW FALL LOOK
AWAITS YOU AT

Scdon/Inh
RECEIVE A

COMPLIMENTARY
HAIRCUT WITH YOUR
NEW COLOR SERVICE
OR

•All day Monday Study Break: 20%
off all orders w/USD ID (excluding
delivery)
•All day Tuesday BOGO: Buy one
large or XL, get one free

zpizza Menu Updates
•All pizza crust now exclusively
100% certified organic wheat
•1/2 sandwich & % salad w/bev.
special served all day long
•Gluten free crust now available for
all small pizzas (extra charge)

20% OFF YOUR
FIRST HAIRCUT

Solon/Ink/
'PARTY
AREA TO
120 GUESTS
LATE NIGHT
AT THE ZONE
Open Until 2am
Fri. & Sat.

3146 Sports Arena Blvd. . San Diego, CA

Two Blocks East of SD Sports Arena!
(619) 221-0100
www.ultrazonesandiego.com

3957 GOLDFINCH ST.
SAN DIEGO, CA 92 1 03
A PAUL MITCHELL
FOCUS SALON
COUPON VALID ONLY
WITH
LESLIE SCAVONE

zpizza Linda Vista/USD
Located in The Village at Morena Vista
5175 Linda Vista Road, Suite 106
San Diego, CA92110

(619) 272-0022
Online ordering at www,zpizza,com
Sunday- Thursday: 11:00a.m. to 9:00p.m.
Friday- Saturday: 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p. m.

Delivery available all day

BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

We provide catering and fundraising events
for USD student organizations

619-865-2080

USD CampusCash Accepted
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Having fun with the Suns during training camp at the JCP
RYAN SIDHOO

.SPORTS CO-FDITOR

The Phoenix Suns decided to hold their
training camp at the Jenny Craig Pavilion
last week. The new look Suns will be revert
ing back to their run and gun style since the
firing of half court enthusiast Terry Porter
and the removal of the interim tag on current
Head Coach Alvin Gentry. Gentry served
as an assistant to Mike D'Antoni when he
implemented the up-tempo game with the
Suns.
The first day I was there I realized the
Suns players and coaches were being asked
generic question that elicit robot-like re
sponses. Some of the players even went as
far as telling me that they get so bored with
the typical sports interview today. Here are
my observations and conversations during
my time at the training camp:
Dan Dickau
By far the most down-to-earth and
friendliest player of all. Dickau, a Gonzaga
graduate and former player of USD's Coach
Grier, is trying to find a home on the Suns
roster as a backup to Nash. I was amazed
at how small Dickau is compared to other
players on the floor. However, he is a natu
ral born leader and had the offense flowing
during scrimmage. If I saw him walking
down the street, I would never guess that
he was a NBA player. I would describe Dan
Dickau as that professor who seems like your
friend more than your teacher. Although he
was excited to be back at the JCP after tell
ing me he had never lost a game in this gym,
and even though he is a Gonzaga alum, I
hope to see Dickau on the Suns roster this
season. He had a strong camp and deserves
to make it.
Jason Richardson
It was a treat to see J-Rich play up
close. The guy can flat out fly, and also has
an extremely underrated perimeter game.
The Vista: What do you think of the JCP?
J-Rich: It's amazing here, the rims are
real soft, and everything is falling nicely.
Too bad we were not able to recruit him
over Michigan State...I wonder why?
Steve Nash
As a British Colombia native, it was
nice to talk to a fellow Canadian. Nash is an
extremely soft spoken individual and seems
quite down to earth. Like Dickau, 1 was in
awe of how he weaves through traffic and
finds the open man at his size. His court
vision is flawless and so are his handles. In
one play, he methodically split the defense
and squeezed past two defenders. He made
it look easy, but the whole gym said "aw"
at the same time. I said "eh" to keep it real
with my Canadian roots. Regardless of na
tionality, Steve Nash is a true magician with
the ball.
Alando Thcker
Tucker, a third year player from Univer
sity of Wisconsin, was the most entertaining
player to talk to. He is at that stage in his
career where he considers himself a young
veteran wanting to make an impact. He was
going hard all camp trying to make a state
ment. I feel Alando Tucker will be one of
those players that comes out of nowhere in
the next two to three years.
V: If you had the number one pick in the
draft, who do you take: Ray Allen or Jesus
Shuttlesworth?
AT: Jesus Shuttlesworth. [Tucker repeats
lines from movie He Got Game.]
V: How mad are you when a guy like Chris

Quinn scores on you? Do you think you
should pay the team back some of your
salary?
V:[Laughs] Oh man, I can't answer that
question.
V: Who is the most underrated player in the
league?
AT: Joe Johnson and 'Doe Tucker.
V: Overrated?
AT: 'Doe Tucker.
V: "Blue Print" or "Blue Print Three"?
AT: Blue Print, it started it all.
V: Who is the best singer on the team?
AT: Louis Amundson is the singer, J-Rich is
the DJ and I am the producer.
Louis Amundson
When I first saw Amundson on TV, I
thought he had to be a foreigner. Evidently
he just has long hair and plays like a poor
man's Louis Scola if that's possible. A very
relaxed guy and hard worker, Amundson
dropped a team-high 21 points and grabbed
10 rebounds during the final scrimmage at
the JCP.
V: Since you are the best singer on the team,
who would you like duet with?
LA: Barbosa, he has the Latin flavor. He has
got me listening to a lot of Brazilian stuff
right now.
V: What's on the ipod right now besides
that?
LA: Blue Print 3.
V: What do you think of our campus?
LA: Its super laid back, like it here a lot.
Where are you guys partying tonight?
V: 1 am not sure, but I have an open sofa if
you need to crash on it.
LA: I might take you up on that offer.
V: Who do you want to posterize the most
in the league?
LA: Shaq.
V: That says volumes about his time on the
Suns last season
LA: This year is a lot different without him,
Shaq has a big personality.
V: Who is older, Assistant Coach Bill Cartwright or Grant Hill?
LA: I think Bill by a month or so.
V: If you had the number one pick in the
draft, who do you take: Ray Allen or Jesus
Shuttlesworth?
LA: Jesus. He's the truth.
Amare Stoudemire
Physical specimen, great range on the
jump shot-, very vocal on the floor; Amare
Stoudemire is a complex fellow. If there was
any player on the team I would want to see
at a party, it would be Amare. It is clear the
man "feels himself' but when you're drop
ping 25 and 10,1 guess that's okay. I realized
the difference between college basketball
and the NBA when watching Amare. The
guy is pushing seven feet and he is quicker
than half the guards. I truly understood how
fast the NBA game was when watching him.
One play, he came off a pick and roll and
received the ball outside the paint. He then
effortlessly took off and threw it down. It
was an amazing sight looking at a guy that
big flying through the air that gracefully,
looking down on the rim and then shaking
the whole basket when he crammed it. You
don't see that happen in WCC basketball.
AS: [Holding two cups of water in his
hand]
V: Double fisting already?
AS: You know it, it's Friday. Tonight is
gonna be hot!
On that note, it is safe to say that the
Suns training camp at USD was interesting
and informative in more ways than one.
With the West being as strong as it is, I see
the Suns battling for the sixth spot this year.

COURTESY OF USD ATHLETICS
Steve Nash and the Phoenix Suns practice in the JCP.

RYAN SIDHOO & MORGAN PAYNE
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NOT

HOT
LeBron documentary

Braylon Edwards

Broncos 4-0

Titans 0-4

Brett Favre

Packer fans

Minnesota Twins

Detroit Tigers

Saints defense

Mark Sanchez

Me Iky Cabrera

Miguel Cabrera

Common's freestyle

Brady Quinn

Serena Williams

Dinara Safina

Rio de Janeiro

Chicago

Pink in the NFL

Todd Pinkston

Artest's photoshoot

Artest's decisions

Cutler's helicopter

Lions defense

Jimmy Clausen

Charlie Weis' stomach

LeBron's cameo

Entourage ending

Chargers offense

Chargers defense

Blake Griffin

Taylor Griffin

Brook Lopez

Robin Lopez
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