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USD
discusses
scandal
south of the
border
By Jackson Somes
USD professors and members
of the Trans-Border Institute
gathered at the Joan B. Kroc
Institute for Peace and Justice for a
panel on the Mexican presidential
election.
The panel was called Mexico's
2012
Presidential
Elections:
Results and Implications, and it
featured three political science
professors, Emily Edmonds-Poli,
Federico Estevez and Jeffrey
Weldon.
It was moderated by TransBorder Institute director David
Shirk.
The primary themes of the
Sept. 6 discussion consisted
of a continuation of divided
government in Mexico and the
bias of the media during the leadup to the election.
According to Weldon, the
election results will continue the
same trend of the past 15 years
with a divided government.
The Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) holds the presidency,
but does not hold a majority in
Congress. Weldon stated that
the results will lead to "more of
the same" in the terms of policy
gridlock that has stifled the nation
for the past 15 years.
Estevez stated that there was a
"very large bias in polling," which
he pointed out was evident through
inflated polling numbers favoring
then PRI candidate Enrique Pena
Nieto. The polls showed a 20
point lead between the top two
candidates in favor of Nieto.
Estevez claimed that in reality
the percentage was in the single
digits, stating that the polling
showed their "worst performance"
in media bias. Estevez says the
pollsters have, as of yet, refused
to provide an explanation or
information regarding the high
polling.
When responding to a
question regarding the campaign
led by Nieto, Estevez said that
the campaign run by the PRI was
remarkably fluid
and smooth.
According to Estevez, the sole
hiccup was the negative reception
by students during Nieto's visit
to Ibero-American University.
However, Estevez said that the

See MEXICO, Page 3

Warm water could be from El Nino
By Lorin Moll
The warm water and powerful
waves of the last few weeks may
be evidence of an upcoming El
Nino. El Nino, the Spanish word
for "little boy", is the name given
to the Eastern Pacific oscillation
of warm water and strong swell
that cycles through the Western
coast of South America through
Southern California every three
to seven years.
Many
of
Southern
California's recent beachgoers are
raving about the dramatic increase
in the water's temperature.
Perceptive surf enthusiasts like
sophomore Nasier Emtiaz, will
be spending their time hunting
down the breaks best hit by the
powerful swells accompanying
the warm water.
"There should be some great
curls this winter, I am really
excited," said Emtiaz.
Luke
O'Connor,
president of the club surf team
at USD, is a bit more skeptical
about the weather patterns.
"I am excited to see what
happens this winter...but I'll
believe [El Nino has come] when
I see it." said O'Connor. "I've seen
a lot of weathermen predictions
be wrong, so I'm not going to get
too excited about this one. I heard
there weren't many waves over

Photo Courtesy of David Bittner

A surfer at Mission Beach enjoys big waves.

here [during the summer], and
that Labor Day weekend was fun
but not amazing."
Although no one will
know for certain that El Nino
has come until later this year,
there is scientific evidence
that supports the theory of its
upcoming arrival. The National
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Administration, which reports
graphs on anomalies in water

temperature, recently recorded
the water around California as
being significantly hotter than
usual.
Their most recent report
from Sept. 5 shows that the water
off of the southernmost tip of
California has been 1.5 degrees
Celsius above average, about
three degrees Fahrenheit above
normal.
In the central Pacific region

around Hawaii, as well as in
South America off the west coast
of Colombia and Ecuador, the
water temperature has increased
up to five degrees Celsius from
the average yearly temperatures.
Off the southern tip of Baja
California, extreme anomalies
like these have been experienced
as well, according to NOAA.

See SURF, Page 2

USD sciences nab $415,000 microscope

Photo courtesy of Marjorie Patrick

Two different salt transporters are highlighted in the gills of a blackskirt tetra fish.

By Matt Hose
The sciences at USD have
received a $415,000 grant from
the National Science Foundation
for a new microscope which will
primarily be used by professors
and students in biology and
physics.
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The instrument is known
as a laser scanning confocal
microscope. It takes 3D images
of multiple layers of specimen
and objects. These images are
then in research to understand
basic cellular and molecular
events.
Marjorie Patrick,a professor
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of biology at USD, headed the
endeavor to gain a grant for the
microscope.
Patrick
said,
"The
microscope allows you to
fluorescently tag molecules that
you're interested in studying and
try to understand the molecular
events that those molecules are
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involved in.''
Put another way, scientists
can place "tags" on molecules
to light these molecules up when
exposed to the lasers of the
microscope. Taking a movie or
series of pictures, the microscope
can then show the movement of
this molecule through a cell, or
the movements of cells through
tissues.
"It allows you to localize
molecules of interest in living
organisms," Patrick said.
Specifically, Patrick and her
students will study proteins that
are important in the transport
of salt across animal cells. She
studies transport proteins that
may be unique to mosquitoes
and may serve as a target for
mosquito control.
According
to
Patrick,
this could help eliminate and
control diseases transmitted by
mosquitoes such as the West
Nile virus. Researchers will
also be able to study molecules

See SCIENCE, Page 2
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El Nino could roll Sciences get
new gadget
to San Diego
SURF, continued from front page

By Matt Hose
For me, the awkward and
fairly pointless first days of
class are filled
with elaborate
syllabi, corny "icebreakers" and
a rainbow of personalities among
my professors. As I sit in my first
classes, I daydream about what it
would be like if all of my professors
gathered together for a dinner party.
As
you
can
imagine
professors might not be the most
social bunch initially at a dinner
table. When they arrive, the first to
make a move would be the party
planning professor. He passes out a
masterfully crafted summary of the
night's events to the entire table.
For the next hour he reads it word
for word, his voice fluctuating with
every carefully placed syllable as
his peers shift in their seats.
"Stealing another professor's
food will result in immediate
expulsion from the dinner table,"
he says, slyly smirking at his own
authority.
Next up, after a tirade of
dinner rules and regulations, comes
the socially proficient professor.
She gets up and shakes everyone's
hand personally, asking all to put
on a name tag and write down a fun
fact about themselves.
"Now, we're going to mix
them all up and you have to guess
whose fun fact you have!" she says.
The other professors gag on
their own uvulas and anxiously sip
their cups of water.
As conversations strike up
and food is served, the preacher
professor takes the pulpit.
"You know what? This
gluttonous festival of festering
foodstuffs is exactly what is wrong
with America."
He angrily slaps the gravy
bowl off of the table and directly
onto the profound professor's lap.
An awkward silence ensues.
All eyes are on the profound
professor as he raises his head and
scratches his long graying beard
speckled with sauce. After he has
had time to ponder his thoughts,
to weigh the effectiveness of each
word, the profound professor
breaks the silence.
"I am not angry," he says.
"I only want to know what is the
origin of these thoughts?"
The pessimistic professor
chimes in with a scowl, "What does
it matter what the origin was? His
nature is to be evil!"
The whole scene dissolves
into a mental royal- rumble, epic
enough that it could probably be a
Pay-Per-View event.
I snap myself out of my
thoughts and back into reality. I
look up at the clock; there's still an
hour and ten minutes left in class.

as well, according to NOAA.
Even though these regions are
hundreds of miles away, the
currents and swells circulate the
water right through San Diego
and the Mexico border said
En vironmentalgraffiti .com.
Japan's
Meteorological
Agency has been monitoring
ocean conditions in Southern
Asia.
"[Data] suggests that the El
Nino phenomenon has emerged,"
the agency said.
During the last extreme El
Nino, drought brought famine
and over 2,000 deaths to Australia
and Asia, according to Trust.org.
In Africa, wildfires erupted
and burnt crops essential to
sustaining the local's way of life.
El Nino can bring flood,
draught, typhoons and just

about any other kind of extreme
weather condition to other
affected countries. For instance,
Indonesia, Peru, Japan and even
countries all the way in Africa
have felt the pain of El Nino's
damaging side effects in the past,
according to reports by Trust.org.
California
does
not
experience the same issues.
While erosion and fifty foot
swells were the result of El Nino's
last big stomp on California's
coast, as reported by Stormsurf.
com, it did not result in the death
and destruction experienced by
other third world countries.
Lucky for Californians, all
that they really have to worry
about this upcoming winter is
where the best and least crowded
surf breaks will be.
"I'm [just] excited to get
wet this winter," sophomore
surfer Greg Brown said.

oto courtesy of Marjorie

Microscopic image of ion transporters in a mosquito larvae.
Transporters are highlighted by a flourescent "tag."

SCIENCE, continued from front
page
and control diseases transmitted
by mosquitoes such as the West
Nile virus. Researchers will also
be able to study molecules of
interest from tissues or cells in
intact whole organisms, all the
way down to individual molecules
in nonliving systems.
Patrick said that the most
excitingpart of the microscope
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A surfer enjoys big waves and good breaks at Mission Beach.

is its versatility for the scientists
involved in the project. Patrick
and Rae Anderson, a professor
of physics, hope to create an
interdisciplinary physics and
biology class that will give
students hands-on. experience
with the microscope.
Senior Michael Perkins, a
chemistry major at USD, was
excited to hear about the new
microscope.
"It
definitely
interests

Catch a Vista reader
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Sophomore Jenny Latta enjoysTheVista in her Alcala Vista apartment.

me reading about the new
microscope," senior and biology
major Michael Perkins said. "The
possibility of having that in some
of the upper-division classes gets
me to really want to take biology
to understand how the molecular
processes work and how exactly
proteins interact within a species."
Sophomore Jesse O'Neil, a
behavioral neuroscience major,
felt a rekindling in his love for
science after hearing about the
new microscope.
"It's great that a top tier
university like ours can find
the funding to get a microscope
that will change the science
department at this university in
such a drastic way," said O'Neil,
To receive the grant for the
microscope, Patrick and several
other faculty members in the
biology and physics departments
submitted a grant proposal to the
NSF. This proposal stated how
they would utilize the microscope
and what benefits it would
provide to the university.
"To have a really good
proposal, you need to show how
this microscope is going to be
used in undergraduate research,"
Patrick said. "We [always]
strongly encourage students to
engage in research with faculty."
Now that they have received
this
significant
grant,
the
members of the faculty plans
to incorporate the microscope
in undergraduate research and
several undergraduate biology
courses. Patrick stated that the
microscope will immediately be
incorporated into certain upperdivision biology classes including
cell physiology, physiology of
vertebrates and plant physiology.
"It is another step in being
able to provide USD students and
faculty with modern equipment
for scientific research and
research training," said Lisa
Baird, professor of biology, who
will also be using the microscope
in her research. "I will be using
it to visualize the location
of proteins involved in plant
responses to insect infestation."
The
laser
scanning
microscope will be installed in
the imaging facilities room which
occupies two rooms on the first
floor of the Shiley Center for
Science and Technology.

w

N 1EWS

CO

I

THE VISTA THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

SAFirrv
September 8 - September 9

September V,

September 9, 20 I 2

September 8, 20 I 2

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At I 2: I O a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of possible marijuana use.
Upon investigation,three students were
charged with possession of marijuana.
"Two
of
those
students
were
also
charged with Liquor Law Violations.

Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE
At I :25 a.m. Public Safety responded
t o a report of an intoxicated individual.
Upon investigation, the individual was
identified as a visitor and his father
escorted him off campus.

September 8, 20 1 2

September 9, 20 I 2

Location: HAHN UNIVERSITY CENTER
At I I :28 p.m. Public Safety observed an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation,
the student was determined to be
unable to care for herself and she was
transported to the hospital.

Location: MAHER HALL
At I :3 I a.m. Public Safety responded
t o a report of possible marijuana use.
Upon investigation, two students were
charged with possession of marijuana.

A shaky start to
the school year
Earthquakes rock San Diego County
A series of earthquakes
rocked San Diego county just
before the beginning of the
school year, the largest one
having a magnitude 5.5 that
shook several buildings at USD.
Although the earthquakes
were 1 ocalized in the desert
north of El Centro, cities and

This earthquake was
preceded by a swarm of over
200 smaller earthquakes ranging
from magnitudes 1.4 to 5.3,
according to the U.S. Geological
Survey.
The
second
largest
earthquake, measured at a
magnitude 5.3 on the Richter
magnitude scale, occurred on
Aug. 26 around 12:30 p.m,

towns across San Diego County

according to Earthsky.org.

could feel the Shockwaves of the
earthquakes.
"I felt the earthquake," said
Tony Alarcon, a sophomore who
was visiting San Diego during
the earthquake. "Everything
moved side to side. It felt like a
big tank was rolling by."
Senior Blanca Torii
was in the fourth floor of the
SLP when the magnitude 5.5
earthquake struck.
"It lasted pretty long,"
Torii said. "Usually I can't feel
earthquakes, but I felt this one
right away. It almost felt like
the walls and the shelves were
shaking. Then I felt another one
later in the day that wasn't as
big."
According „ to Elizabeth
Baker-reloar, who teaches a
natural disasters course at USD,
these earthquakes occurred in
the Brawley Seismic Zone,
which lies to the north of the
Gulf of California and to the
south of the Salton Sea. She said
that earthquakes in this area are
"normal."
"Because this is a transition
zone between spreading of the
Gulf of California to the south
and the San Andreas Fault to the
north, the stress in [the BSZ area]
is a combination of stresses,"
said Baker-Treloar.

It was followed by a
magnitude 5.5 about an hour and
a half later. Several more and
less powerful earthquakes struck
later that night.
These earthquakes are not
isolated anomalies, however, but
are rather the signs of a much
larger phenomenon.
Understanding that the SAF,
which extends through San
Bernardino southward to the
Salton Sea,is the boundary of the
Pacific tectonic plate to the west
and the North American tectonic
plate to the east, scientists can
tell about the future motion of
the plates.
"From the Imperial Valley
southward into the Gulf of
California, plate motions are
rifting the continent apart," a
report from the U.S. Geological
Survey said. "In the Coachella
Valley, the plates are sliding
past one another along the San
Andreas faults. These processes
build the stunning landscapes
of the region, but also produce
damaging earthquakes."
This essentially means
that eathquakes in Southern
California are not rare.
However, these "earthquake
swarms,"
a
number
of
earthquakes that strike in a small
period of time, have occurred

By Matt Hose
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sporadically within the past
century.
"[Earthquake] swarms have
occurred in the 1930s, 1960s and
1970s," said Baker-Treloar."The
last significant sWarm before
this one occurred in 2005 along
the south shore of the Salton
Sea, with the largest event of
[magnitude] 5.1,"
The U.S. Geological Survey
confirms these facts.

"From 1981 to 2000, the
Brawley Seismic Zone was
quiet," the U.S. Geological
Survey said. "In the last decade
several swarms smaller than [the
one on August Aug .26] were
recorded in the northern part of
the zone."
Fernando Rivas, a former
geologist
for
Teichert,
a
construction services company,
said that the soil in the area in
which the earthquake took place
is softer and deeper than soil in
the more northern parts of the
SAF.
Because of the softer soil,
movement is more pronounced,
more damaging to bedrock
and produces more swaying in
buildings, according to Rivas.
The
U.S.
Geological
survey has released "ShakeOut
Earthquake Scenario" YouTube
videos that estimate what
the damages would be in a
hypothetical
earthquake
of
a magnitude over 7.0. An
earthquake of this magnitude
would cause mass destruction
across Southern California.
Nevertheless, Torii is not
worried about the seismic future.
"I'm not too worried about
[the next earthquake], because
small earthquakes in California
happen all the time."
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Location: STAI RWAY MARIAN WAY

At 3:54 a.m. Public Safety observed a
possibly intoxicated individual.
Upon
investigation,
the
individual
was
identified as a visitor and determined
to be under the influence of alcohol.
SDPD was contacted and they escorted
the visitor off campus.
Anyone having information regarding these
incidents please contact Public Safety at
£. I 9-260-7777.

USD discusses
Mexican elections
MEXICO, continued from front
page
PRI and Nieto's reaction to the
event was well-executed.
"Of course they had all the
money in the world," Estevez.
During the event at IberoAmerican University prior to
the election, candidate Nieto
encountered severe opposition and
critical questions from students, as
shown in several YouTube videos,
The student excitement eventually
manifested in chants and shouts
from most of the attending
students, calling for the candidate
to leave the university.
SUidem frustration stemmed
from the 2006 civil unrest in
San Salvador Atenco, Mexico,
according to CNN Mexico. This
incident was a student protest
Nieto broke up while governor
of the country. The raids on the
protest resulted in the death of
two protesters, numerous cases
of alleged rape and was named a
tragedy by the National Human
Rights Commission due to the
excessive force used by state and
federal authorities.
After the campaign event at
the university, major media outlets,
including
television
network
Televisa, claimed the harsh and
negative reaction from attending
students were the result of efforts
from opposition parties who had
planted individuals to stage these
calls for Nieto to leave.
In response to the media's
biased reaction to Nieto's visit,
students who attended the speech
posted videos on YouTube giving
their student ID numbers and
expressing their discontent with
the media. 131 videos were posted.
Through social media website
Twitter, other Mexican citizens
expressed support and solidarity
with the message of the students
by claiming that they were student
number 132. On Twitter, the
hashtag #yosoyl32, which means
"I am 132," trended for several
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days. The movement has since
grown and has sparked massive
student protests in cities across
Mexico. To the students, this
election and the return of the PRI
has been seen as a regression to
Mexico's corrupt and fraudulent
electoral history,
On July 1, 2012, Mexican
citizens headed to polling centers
around the country to elect their
new president in the Mexican
general elections. After the votes
were counted the winner of the
presidential election was Enrique
Pena Nieto, with 39 percent of the
vote, returning power to the PRI.
Tfie V\<\ trad preNtousdy
maintained 70 years of power
in the presidency up until the
2000 elections. However, this
election has also been tainted
with allegations of corruption
and fraud, specifically from
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador
of the Party of the Democratic
Revolution (PRD), the runner-up
in this election. Lopez Obrador
has filed a formal complaint to the
Electoral Tribunal of the Federal
Judiciary to invalidate the election.
This complaint was based
on the grounds that the Mexican
media
reported
with
bias
toward Nieto and that the PRI
purchased votes by providing
voters with store credit cards to a
Mexican supermarket chain. He
also included in the complaint
accusations of pre-marked ballots
for the PRI, and that the PRI
overspent the allowed budget by
the Federal Electoral Institute by
1000 percent,
Nieto will replace the current
president, Felipe Calderon of the
National Action Party (PAN).
A former state governor, Nieto
promises to find
solutions to
Mexico's most pressing issues, a
stagnant economy and high drug
violence, by reforming Mexican
oil and labor laws and increasing
security spending, according to
news outlet A1 Jazeera.
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By Dillon Jacobsen

By Nathan Heller
You are in danger of
becoming your career.
While USD department
heads have bled and sweat over
their respective course catalogs,
they must all remember the
importance of electives. The first
American colleges were founded
on the ideals of education for its
own sake: building critical minds
and a respect for knowledge that
literally inspired generations of
educators and academics.
American students of the 16th
and 17th centuries had no technical
expectations when they stepped
onto campus for the first time and
they didn't compare retention rates
or teacher-to-student ratios on the
internet beforehand.
Like USD, our country's first
colleges were founded on religious
values and affiliated with one
particular faith in directing their
purposes. Harvard University was
founded as a Puritan institution,
The College of William and Mary
under the Church of England and
Brown University attached itself to
the Baptist faith. USD is a Roman
Catholic institution-a place which
embraces, as Mother Rosalie
Clifton Hill put it in 1949, "beauty,
truth and goodness."
Liberal arts are defined as
those subjects or skills which are
essential for a free citizen to know
in order to take an active part in
civic life and public debate. The
aim of these areas of study is not
only to produce a knowledgeable
person, but a virtuous and wellarticulated one as well.
I turn on the television and
within seconds I hear words like
"job sector," "underemployment,"
"mortgage costs" and "bank
account". I won't deny that we
all need to make a living; in
stark contrast to the colleges
of yester-century, we take up
the postsecondary march with
Benjamin Franklin's flat, green
papery face in mind. This is by
no means shallow or greedy; it
is pragmatic, and if anything is
American, it's pragmatism.
Again, USD is not a technical
or vocational school and it prides
itself on offering both width and
depth of academic pursuits. If you
are studying to become a teacher, it
may behoove you to take an acting
class; ff you aim to become a
physician, it may be worthwhile to
take a creative writing class; if you
chose liberal arts as your primary
course of study, consider taking a
personal finance class.
Don't let a prospective
career narrow your experience at
USD. I changed my major twice,
from computer science to business
to English, as a result of what I
discovered in elective classes.
It's more important to follow
a passion rather than a paycheck,
because the payoff years down the
road will be profound. It will be a
rapturous appreciation for all that
is beautiful, true and good.

As school begins again,
students will soon be faced with
familiar assignments. Projects,
papers and presentations will be
the focal points of many classes.
No matter what your major is, one
thing is certain—you will need
to have strong communication
skills to succeed. Often we leave
the study of language to strictly
defined
disciplines:
English,
Spanish or even communication.
In truth, language skills permeate
all fields. Effective communication
is a necessary quality for success
not only in education, but in postcollegiate careers as well.
Recent
societal
trends have caused language to
devolve into a secondary skill.
Communication is perhaps the
most important of skills —without
it you cannot share your ideas with
others, no matter how brilliant they
are. Language skills need to move
from the back burner and become
a priority. This is particularly
important because learning a
language never terminates; it is
an ongoing process that continues
throughout a lifetime. Therefore,
we must always be conscious of
ongoing changes and adapt to
them when necessary.
Being
aware
of
the evolution of language is
imperative to communication
skills. Unfortunately, there are
cases when language takes a
turn for the worse. Luckily, we
don't have to go along with those
changes. Some phrases that have
popped up in recent years include
abbreviated words like 'perf' or
'presh.' These are lazy alternatives
to saying perfect or precious —
they aren't useful and the trend
should not stay around for long.
How many times have you heard
someone respond to your story by
saying "that's awesome," instead
of giving a full response? This, of
course, is the epitome of a plain,
cold reply. It's an answer indicative
of someone who isn't listening

Men pose before a sign on their steamroller

to you but instead is waiting for
his or her turn to talk. There was
a time when saying "awesome"
really meant it. Now, it's just a
cop out. Another emerging phrase
is "Sorry not sorry." This isn't
even a complete sentence, yet it
is said so frequently as if it were.
It's used as a "get out of jail free"
card. For example, someone can
say something rude or selfish,
and the addition of "sorry not
sorry" turns the comment into
something laughable. The use of
these budding trends is morphing
the tool of communication from
powerful to impotent.
Of course, the point of
language is communication. If
someone understands these phrases
and a conversation can be had as a
result, then they work. However,
this type of communication is
not what will lead to success in
school or in careers. I say this
not because I obsess over perfect
grammar, but because I fear that

LIGC NLW/Flickr Commons

English speakers are devolving
into an indolent, passive society.
It really isn't hard to understand
the fundamental grammatical
rules you learned when you were
an infant. Knowing the difference
between "their" and "there"
shouldn't be a chore—it should be
expected.
Part of the devolution
of language can be attributed to
the internet, especially websites
such as Facebook and Twitter.
140 characters isn't enough
space to communicate anything
meaningful. If you really want
to share an interesting thought or
a powerful idea you cannot use
abbreviations or terse phrases.
Furthermore, text messages have
allowed speakers to be dull. A
text—and I've seen texts like
this—saying "goin 2 gym c u
their" is simply sad. There is no
other way to feel about it. Spell
check is making basic grammatical
competence irrelevant; why learn

the rules when a machine can fix
it for you? The answer: so you
don't come off as unintelligent
and uneducated. Of course native
speakers still understand these
rules; they are just choosing not to
abide by them.
In today's increasingly
small world, being bilingual or
even trilingual is becoming more
common. However, what exactly
does it mean to be bilingual?
Perhaps it means being able to
have a conversation in Spanish in
which you can ask "Donde esta
el bano?" and tell a stranger that
"hay un gato en mis pantalones."
Or perhaps it is being able to
reading Dostoevsky's "Crime and
Punishment" its original Russian
transcription, fully understanding
it. That is a different debate—yet it
is connected to mastering English
for effective communication.
We
often
attribute
knowing more languages to
more
intelligent,
expressive
individuals. However, speaking
broken French and native English
cannot be more effective than
mastering
English.
Indeed,
knowing multiple languages is
helpful because languages share
common roots which can expand
your vocabulary and the cultural
benefits of knowing a foreign
language are immeasurable. But
seeing a "bilingual" adult confuse
'to,' 'too' and 'two' is far from
flattering. When learning another
language, one must continue
to learn his or her own native
language too.
Communication is a
primary skill. Yet it is falling into
a secondary priority for people of
all ages and professions. As with
any discipline, the reality is that no
one person can finish the learning
process—it's a lifetime of work.
We must prevent English from
atrophying further. Strengthening
communication skills is a lifelong
duty we all must take on in
order to successfully share our
thoughts and ideas with our peers,
coworkers and society as a whole.

Bill Clinton's speech and you
.By Nathan Heller

The atmosphere at the
Democratic National Convention
last week was one of spirited
camaraderie
and
optimism.
Citizens of all ages, races, religions
and incomes flocked
to the
Charlotte, North Carolina event
for three evenings of speeches and
celebrations. The prevailing topics
included the economy, healthcare
and unemployment. Like others,
I was unable to watch the entire
convention but was encouraged
to catch Bill Clinton's highly
anticipated speech, if nothing else.
What I saw was a man
speaking candidly yet passionately
about nearly every pertinent
talking point of this election. He
spoke in a measured pace without
flourish, simply laying out the
essential moving pieces behind
these key issues. Unlike any other
speech in either convention, I felt
like I was sitting in a classroom
and at a dinner table at the same
time. Clinton culled the buzzing
audience's applause from time to
time in order to finish his thoughts,
which, in some cases, became
quite complex for the average

voter.
Regarding
Mitt
Romney's claim that President
Obama "robbed" Medicare of over
$700 billion: "What the President
did was save money by cutting
unwarranted subsidies to providers
and insurance companies that
weren't making people any
healthier," Clinton said. "He used
the savings to close the donut hole
in the Medicare drug program, and
to add eight years to the life of
the Medicare Trust Fund. It's now
solvent until 2024. So President
Obama and the Democrats
didn't weaken Medicare, they
strengthened it."
Despite deconstructing
many of the elements behind
today's controversial policies,
Clinton did not treat his audience
as if they were incompetent.
We know the issues, and surely
everyone at the convention center
did too. What we needed was for
someone to lay them out and line
them up in front of us. The whole
thing was rather reminiscent of
Roosevelt's fireside chats rather
than the plastic soapboxing
of modem campaigns, giving
listeners a sense of security.

The
heart
of
the
matter for us students, however,
revolves around loans and debt
management. This was not lost
on Clinton when he spoke on the
subject:
"After a decade in which
exploding college costs have
increased the drop-out rate so
much that we've fallen to 16th in
the world in the percentage of our
young adults with college degrees,
[Obama's] student loan reform
lowers the cost of federal student
loans and even more important,
gives students the right to repay
the loans as a fixed percentage of
their incomes for up to 20 years,"
Clinton said.
"That means no one will
have to drop-out of college for fear
they can't repay their debt, and
no one will have to turn down a
job, as a teacher, a police officer
or a small town doctor because it
doesn't pay enough to make the
debt payments."
The semester has just
started for us, and I'm sure the first
round of tests and quizzes is not
far off. However, it pays to stay
current, even if that means simply
checking your Twitter feed once

U.S. National Archives/Flickr Commons

Bill Clinton

in the morning. When all of the
legislative jargon and politicking
piles up, it's tough to break it
back down and actually make an
independent decision on modem
matters. Bill Clinton's speech
provided us with the building
blocks to do just that.
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The American youth vote: a call to arms
By Elisabeth Jelinek
This
November,
America will be electing arguably
the most powerful person in the
world, yet barely half of young
people will be casting their vote.
According
to
rockthevote.com only 61 percent
of "millennials," youth 18-20
years old from this generation,
are registered to vote and youth
voter turnout was just 51 percent
in 2008.
Rock the Vote reports
the main reasons given for this
low turnout are that millennials
feel cynical, "frustrated at the
pace of change in Washington,"
and disillusioned by partisanship.
Moreover, only 42 percent
believe politics is relevant to
their lives.
So when I arrived in
Tampa for a two-week academic
seminar on the Republican
National
Convention
with
The Washington Center, I was
pleasantly surprised to find such
a large group of college students
who were involved in politics.
The Washington Center seminar
exemplified the ability for people
of different ideologies to have
civil discussions. At 140 students
total, we were a diverse bunch
with varying ideologies. It was
amazing to be around so many
young college students who
cared, wanted to be informed and
were open to having discussions

National Library NZ/Flickr Commons

Election night crowd in Wellington, New Zealand. 1931.

despite differences in opinion.
My roommate, for example, was a
democrat while one of my friends
was a staunch conservative. They
got into many heated discussions,
but we were still all able to go out
to dinner after and have a good
time.
With TWC, we attended
a seminar every day where
speakers from Hofstra University
professor Dr. Meena Bose to
former CNN anchor Aaron
Brown spoke to participants
on such topics as the history

elections and the relevance
of media. The week of the
convention, students were given
field work placements.
Placements varied from
party work, to helping state
delegations, to volunteering with
interests groups, to assisting
different media operations. I was
placed with Talk Radio News
Services, where I found and
wrote stories for their website. I
did everything from covering an
Occupy protest to writing about
a 60 Plus Association Breakfast

of

with

conventions,

Presidential

singer/actor

Pat

Boone.

TWC gave us the opportunity
to see how conventions worked
from behind the scenes. We were
mostly all undergraduates, but we
were up close and personal with
the activity at the convention. We
were an active part of the political
process.
My experiences during
this seminar contradicted the
reasons given by Rock the Vote
for low youth voter turnout. In
fact, it turned these explanations
into lame excuses.
First, one of the major
points made by the speakers
at TWC was that, in the words
of TWC scholar in residence
Michael Genovese, "people are
incredibly powerful." They can
set the tone for what the media
covers and the issues on which
politicians focus. The electorate
can ultimately have a lot of say
in politics; they just need to make
their voices heard. The first step
in doing that is voting.
Second,
politicians
want to know what millennials in
particular have to say. According
to civicyouth.org, millennials
make up 24 percent of the voting
eligible population, but they
are not voting. TWC stressed
that politicians see this as an
opportunity to win support of
another demographic, so they
will listen to what young voters
want. I experienced this firsthand
when speaking to the delegates
and politicians (such as former
New York mayor Rudy Giuliani)

with whom I came in contact.
Everyone was interested in what
I thought about the convention
and what I hoped to see from
the election. They were excited
that young people were showing
interest and eager to hear what
we had to say.
Third, millennials have
an opportunity to usher in a
new attitude. Politics has gotten
to a point where politicians,
according to TWC speaker
Congressman Mickey Edwards,
say their priorities are "to
defeat my opponent and elect
more people from my party."
It is good that so many youth
say they are frustrated with this
combative nature of partisanship.
As the next generation, the youth
have the ability to affect the
direction politics takes—but not
if they sit back and do nothing.
If millennials are sick of the
partisanship, they need to make
their voices heard in order to see
any change. They need to take
action.
Millennials should care
because politics is very much
relevant to their lives. They are
the future, and the decisions made
now will affect what their lives
and the lives of their children are
like down the road.
Get involved. Whether
it is attending a TWC program,
working for a local campaign,
promoting a cause, or, quite
simply
and
perhaps
most
importantly, voting.

Guns, rifles and the summer of violence
By Nathan Heller
From
Colorado
to
Wisconsin to New York—literally
across the nation—terrible acts
of violence have reared their
heads and shaken our very sense
of security. Violence overseas,
however more chaotic and
perilous, just doesn't mean the
same thing for many Americans.
It shouldn't, really.
On July 20, excited
Aurora, Colorado moviegoers
packed into a bustling theater
for the premiere of Dark Knight
Rises, the third Batman movie
by Christopher Nolan. The
first 20 minutes of the movie
feature gunshots, explosions
and booming sound effects,
confusing victims as a local
university student opened fire in
the theater. After the gunman was
apprehended, authorities counted
a total of 12 dead and 59 injured
in the attack.
On Aug. 5, a former
U.S. army soldier with white
supremacist ties walked into a
Sikh temple in Wisconsin and
opened fire
on those within,
killing six people and wounding
four others. Before taking his own
life, the perpetrator exchanged
gunfire with responding officers
on the scene.
On Aug. 24~only a
few weeks ago—a disgruntled
former fashion designer shot
at an ex-coworker on the busy
streets outside the Empire State
Building in New York. Bullets
ricocheted off of the street and hit
eight bystanders as police officers
struggled to contain the threat. In
the end, the cops fatally wounded
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National Rifle Association meeting atAnzac Rifle Range, circa 1930.

the shooter and secured the area.
The circumstances and
motives behind these three events
vary greatly, from personal to
racial hatred, and finally all the
way to wanton violence. The age
spectrum between these gunmen
is quite wide as well, from 24 to
40 to 57 years old. Besides being
white males, these people share
nothing in terms of personal
history, socioeconomic status and
even. geographic location. They
simply purchased their firearms
legally and carried out their plans.
Is it possible that we
have become so desensitized to
violence that it no longer seems
like such a stretch to see ourselves
committing such acts? The
Colorado shooter, perhaps most
relevant to us at USD because
of his status as a young student,
purchased firearms two months
before the shooting and even
sent in an application to a local
gun club. He was turning a dark

comer in his life, and he knew it.
At the time of this
writing, it is the eleventh
anniversary of the Sept. 11
World Trade Center attacks and
a time for careful reflection.
Our social climate changed on
that fearful morning in 2001 not
because we had been attacked,
but because we had been invaded.
We claimed that we had become
more patriotic, but in fact we had
become less tolerant. We claimed
that we had become more vigilant,
but in the end turned a blind eye
to the gun epidemic on our own
soil.
We Americans value
our personal liberties, and rightly
so. However, many use this as
an excuse to live a life of "every
man for himself," loading up on
weaponry (sometimes automatic)
not just for self-defense, but for
self-empowerment. For many
in this country, deadly force
is the only true power, and as

a consequence it becomes the
means by which they choose to
send their message.
It may seem natural
to turn to the National Rifle
Association and other progun legislation groups and ask
whether they believe the general
public needs firearms in the first
place. Indeed, we should be
fostering an environment where
personal firearms, are not needed
at all. With that said, it would be
ignorant to claim that personal
safety does not warrant the use
of guns in select situations.
However, both the Colorado and
Wisconsin shooters used semi
automatic or automatic weapons;
the forfner even used smoke
grenades.
Aside
from
full
blown terrorism, gun violence
is arguably the most extreme
act someone can commit in the
public eye. It wouldn't be a
stretch to say that our country has

become a place of sensationalized
extremism; violent criminals and
radical politicians are captured
and immortalized by the media,
and regardless of how we feel
about them, we are exposed to
them on almost a daily basis. We
think about them and theorize on
how they came to be so twisted.
With the help of the
NRA, the 1994 Federal Assault
Weapons Ban didn't make it
past 2004. They claimed that it
had a negligible effect on violent
crime in the country during its
existence, as most criminals
don't use assault weapons in the
first place. The fact is that such a
ban would dry up the supply of
assault weapons as a whole and
prevent future massacres such
as July's Colorado shooting. At
the very most, simple handguns
and hunting rifles should be the
only weapons available to private
citizens. It should be difficult for
a firearm business to move their
inventory without a system of
background checks and mental
health monitors.
This summer has been
a glaring example of the fact
that America-now more than
ever—needs stronger anti-gun
legislation. The NRA, whose first
president was a former Civil War
general, employs euphemisms to
mask the destructive nature of
their "sport." Marksmanship, as
they call it, is taught by 55,000
instructors
to approximately
750,000 new owners a year,
according to the NRA's website.
Add that number to the vast
groups of illegal gun owners and
one begins to get a picture of why
we should be afraid.
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Teaching English as a second language
By Marie Webb
Earning a master's
degree program in teaching
English as a Second Language
(ESL) can open many doors
to your future as an educator,
but does all the hard work and
student loan debt really pan out
in our failing economy?
This is the question that
has been ringing in my mind
as my last semester of graduate
school begins. With such a
tough job market that has proven
tough for many graduates, the
line between reality and our
dreams can become easily
blurred. Many students are now
entering into master's programs
simply because they couldn't
find their desired job right out
of undergrad. They are sucking
their parents dry and taking on
enormous student loan debts
only to graduate and still be
jobless because they have no
valuable work experience.
There are always jobs
out there for ESL teachers at
many local language academies
anywhere in the U.S. They
usually pay between $18-$25 per
hour and will offer 25-35 hours
per week. Craigslist had a total
of 4 job postings last week alone
for ESL teachers at language
academies in Downtown San
Diego. These jobs will pay some
of your bills and allow you to
survive, but most of them offer
no health insurance or benefits.
In addition, most ESL teachers
starting out in California are
working at 2-3 different language
academies because of the limited

or varying hours. Working a split
shift from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4
p.m. to 9 p.m. is not unexpected
for any local language school.
ESL teachers
with
a master's degree have gone
through intensive training as
educators and will be able to
apply for jobs at local universities
and
community
colleges.
However, they need plenty of
experience first and so many
young educators have to start out
at language academies and then
work their way up. Getting a
salaried job at a local university
right after receiving your
master's is not going to happen.
Most teachers work a minimum
of 1-8 years as part time adjuncts
at several community colleges
and language academies before
they ever get offered a full
time faculty position with
benefits. This makes my road

There is an oldjashioned
saying: Ut takes money
to make money:and I
believe it should read, "it
takes a job to get a job.'"
towards becoming a full time
ESL professional in California
extremely difficult.
My advice to anyone
that wants to work full time as
an ESL teacher in the university
setting is to start teaching
immediately

at

any

school

that will offer you a job. No
matter how low the pay is,
your experience as a teacher is
invaluable. A master's degree
in our society means nothing

anymore. Many universities such
as Miramar Community College
will offer part time Instructional
Assistant (I.A.) positions that
will allow you to work as a
teachers aid for 5-12 hours a
week. Working alongside^ full
time faculty member allows you
to get to know the university
and the university to get to
know you. This is my second
semester as an I.A. at Miramar.
Faculty member and Department
Chair, Sheryl Gobble stated "the
position is like a semester long
job interview." This allows new
teachers the opportunity to get
their foot in the door for a part
time adjunct position.
The
problem
with
my generation is that they all
believe they will get amazing
salaried positions right out of
college which is when they
need to get their heads out of
the sky and face the real world
which is our lagging economy.
Even worse, its easier to move
abroad to Japan where an ESL
teacher that holds a Master's
degree can make $50,000 with
six weeks paid vacation and a
housing allowance making those
that wish to stay in California
feel torn and invaluable. The
best thing you can do to achieve
any dream job in this market is
to work; and by working that
means even at McDonald's or
your neighborhood grocery
store. There is an old fashioned
saying: "it takes money to make
money," and I believe it should
read, "it takes a job to get a job."
So yes, in the long run
getting a master's in TESOL is
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worth all of the hard work and
high tuition costs if you are
committed towards working
and establishing yourself as a
teacher over several years before
getting a salaried position here

in

California.

After

gaining

more experience in language
academies and international
contexts dream jobs at UCSD
and local community colleges
will be someday be attainable.

Virtual reality and your identity crisis
Bv Nathan Heller

Around six months ago
I enrolled in a theology class here
called, "The Problem of God".
My professor in fact had studied
biology before pursuing his
religious studies, and thus was
well-equipped to argue any point
that fostered healthy debate. One
such debate has lingered in my
mind for some time now: what is
the "self'?
At first
glance, this
question may sound pointless or
obtuse. I'm me, myself. My self.
I have a physical manifestation
on this earth that I simply am.
Things become interesting when
I hear someone say "I presented
myself at the office," because
this implies that I and myself
are interfacing and thus are not
a single entity. In this case, the
presenter and the presented are
separate and the former controls
the latter. This is not unlike the
way we interact with video game
avatars.
When my classmates
and Iquickly responded that
"of course our bodies are our
selves," my professor changed
the rules; he asked us what I will
ask you now: how much of your
body is your self? If you were to
have your arms amputated and
replaced with prosthetic limbs,

would you then be a fraction
of your self? One is reminded
of the preserved celebrities of
Futurama — disembodied heads
encased in jars with labels at
their bases. Leonard Nimoy.
Barbra
Streisand.
Richard
Nixon. The labels don't read
"Leonard Nimoy's Head", etc.,
just as the body on display in
Moscow doesn't read "Vladimir
Lenin's Body".
What we see when we
look in the mirror is a humanoid
form, the same form that we
most often ascribe to fantastical
alien races and video game
avatars. Perhaps these avatars
are prosthetic selves — an
extra existence that provides
a freedom of thought and
movement inside a world where
we cannot physically go.
Several years ago, I
installed a virtual world on to my
computer. The piece of software
was known as "Second Life,"
and indeed, it was just that. I
never got caught up in the game,
but I did revel in some of its
effects. One "night," I stumbled
into a restaurant lounge packed
with avatars of all shapes and
sizes. They hadn't come for
the food or music, but rather
for a simple poetry reading on
the patio. Everyone pulled up
a chair in front of the speaker
and waited for the bartender to
shut off the music. As the each

poet read their piece, I watched concept of self would be
the listeners emote with both inexorably tied to our body
flourish and restrain; they were through its capacity as an
being affected by virtual verse. interface. Deja Vu is often
Patrons shed cyber-tears behind triggered through a familiar
rapturous applause, but what of sensation — the odor of freshly
laid asphalt, the chirping of
their real life counterparts?
My theology professor .grandma's tea kettle. The
confronted us with the idea question is, can we identify the
that the self is not a physical point of intersection between
manifestation at all, but rather sensing and thinking? Can we
a psychic collation of one's circumvent the former?
We learned recently
personality,
intellect,
and
experience. These are attributes that neuroscientist Adrian Owen
that can be communicated was able to send and receive
messages with a coma patient
largely without the help of flesh
and blood — that is to say, you through the use of a functional
can get a pretty good picture Magnetic Resonance Imaging
of your virtual friend's self machine. This experience was
via text chat and the actions entirely fleshless and bloodless
of his or her avatar. Lifelong for the coma patient; it was a
relationships have been built and neurological experience. Owen
torn down based solely upon the asked her to imagine playing
tennis, and the correct region of
presentation of pixels.
There is no arguing with her brain lit up in activity as she
the fact that we are shaped by our obliged. In a sense, this affirms
experiences, and experiences are the relative uselessness of the
processed through the body's physical body in communication
five senses; these senses act as with another mind.
a filter through which the world,
Though
the
term
with its many sights and sounds, cyberspace was coined during
enters our consciousness and the 1980s when world wide
translates into electrical signals. web commercialization was
This is the core of the argument still some 10-15 years off, it is
against self as non-physical. all but ubiquitous today. It isn't
When we explain the way hard to imagine hooking up a
something smelled or sounded, set of virtual reality goggles to
our references are our noses and a wireless router and booting up
a futuristic simulator to go meet
ears, respectively.
It follows that our some friends. In 1999, everyone

saw The Matrix. We gaped at the
special effects and lusted after
the unorthodox band of action
heroes, but 10+ years later,
what really resonates is the use
of technology to look inward-to question the outward. Vast
acres of the mind lay bare and
unseeded because we haven't
encountered a scenario or
environment that calls for more.
The Second Life poetry
reading: was that a wholepackage experience? In the
case of a physically disabled
player, perhaps it was even
more than that. You hear the
stories about fanatic online
gamers who spend more time
in front of the computer than
anywhere else; these people are
not fundamentally insane, they
are addicted. They are addicted
to extensions of themselves
that exist only when logged in.
This prosthetic self can be and
do more than any living human
ever could, and the intoxicating
completeness of the digital world
that surrounds them is more than
enough to supplant the outside
world.
As a video gamer
myself, I have made acqaintances
on the internet, but have never
been able to call them "friends."
Until I iearn more about my
online identity, I cannot expect
to understand the virtual lives of
others.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
The information you
provided last week in the
article, "A city of apartments",
provides a narrow comparison
between USD student housing
and the Carmel Pacific Ridge
apartments. I am writing to
expand on why students find
that living on campus is a great
enhancement to their overall
USD experience.
Currently close to 70%
of our current sophomores live
on campus, primarily in the
Vistas and 30%- 40% of .our
juniors and seniors also choose to
live in university apartments. A
primary reason for this retention
is the strong social connections,
and the opportunity to be a part
of a residential community, that
often is not matched off campus.
There is greater opportunity
for spontaneous and informal
interactions to occur with your
classmates, fellow students, and
even students that you might not
have interacted with, if you lived
off campus..
One of the best parts
of living on campus, is having
access to a well trained Resident
Assistant (RA1 and the Residence

Hall Association (RHA). AnRA
is a student leader, who serves
as a general resource person,
and assists with any struggles
you may experience during
your time at USD. RAs get
to know you personally, and
facilitate your overall livinglearning experience. They also
uphold community standards.
If you need quiet for finals,
it can be found in your living
environment.
Off-campus neighbors
not experiencing this same
academic schedule might not be
as respectful during the times
you need to study. RHA plans
programs of interest to residents,
as well as advocating for resident
student needs.
All resident
students have an opportunity to
participate in these programs
and in their hall councils.
Special community events are
open to residents only, providing
opportunities to meet with each
other, relax, and perhaps even
learn something new!
On campus apartments
are also all inclusive- you don't
have to worry about furnishings,
utility bills, or maintenance
concerns.. When your term of
occupancy is complete, there is

no need to worry about storage
of furniture. Wireless internet,
cable, water and all utilities are
also provided as part of your
rental rate.
While some of the
shared spaces, might offer
lower rates after you calculate
everything into the true costs,
there is no way to quantify the
added value both in learning
and social connections that our
residence halls can provide.
USD is very committed to keep
costs reasonable and has not
raised rates on multiples in 2
years. Most importantly, safety,
security, and assistance with
personal crises or emergencies
is unmatched in the local
community
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I respect that some
students may enjoy living off
campus, especially when some
of the off campus apartments
also offer close proximity and
convenient access to campus.
However, I hope that students
and their families really consider
the added benefits that residence
hall living provides, and the
amenities and features that our
on campus apartments offer
during their time at USD.
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Crew love: the rise of mob mentality
By Chelsea Perera

By Blanca Torii
There are certain ideas,
terms and places in which the
cheesy connotation cannot be
removed. One of them is the word
"fabulous." When "flawed" is used
with fabulous, then the phrase
"flawed and fabulous" becomes
cheesy as well.
Last week I went with my
friend to a Protestant church called
The Rock Church. She told me that
the pastor was an ex-NFL football
player and that he was an excellent
public speaker.
The
church
was
an
auditorium and the altar was a
legitimate stage. It started off with
Christian rock music.
In the audience there was
that token young person too cool to
clap their hands during the songs,
plenty of middle-aged worshipers
feeling the hyped energy of the
room, many families doing their
Sunday church dance and many
young people in groups of threes
or fours eager to listen to inspiring
words from the pastor.
The sermon was pre-recorded
and at first I thought that this was
telling, that the pastor did not'
want to take the time to be there in
person. Then I thought, maybe it's
more human, to not want to make
sacrifices and to not make a martyr
out of oneself.
The pastor used the two
words "flawed" and "fabulous"
as the basis of his speech. You
can already imagine what sort of
advice he gave to his audience.
However, it was his delivery
and his on-screen presence that
made the speech enjoyable and
approachable.
The ex-football player turned
believer related his sermon to a
wide array of topics, ranging from
the absurd to the insightful.
Talking about flaws,
the
pastor used the metaphor of using
clothes to cover up imperfections.
He described a friend's lakeside
house sitting adjacent to a nude
beach.
"Naked people are nasty," he
said.
The pastor used the example
of nakedness to discuss the
coexistence of both flaws
and
fabulous-ness. While clothed,
what is underneath is covered but
still there.
He continued to discuss
the difference between guilt and
shame in relation to the way people
treat flaws.
Guilt is the feeling that you
did something bad. Shame is the
belief that you are something bad.
The pastor's overall message
was that sometimes it's okay to
make mistakes, such as sending an
email to a professor with the single
word, "Hi."
There was no doubt that the
audience was there to see a show,
but this type of participation may
be more relevant to today than
more traditional services. The
service was also very gimmicky,
yes, but everyone does what they
have to do. Can I get an "amen"?

With an upswing in the
quality of hip-hop music over
the past five years, several trends
have emerged in the industry
that have become unanimous
with the music itself. One is the
importance of the "crew."
According to Complex
magazine, the crew is often
referred to as "mobs," "gangs"
and even families. This "mob"
mentality serves both the
audience and members in
varied, but largely beneficial
ways.
In terms of the music
released, the group configuration
allows for a more diverse range
of music. Different producers
and rappers appear on the
same album, mixtape and even
song while still maintaining a
common motif and generally
similar aesthetic. This allows
fans to enjoy a more varied
selection of beats and rap styles
while also giving them a clearer
understanding of the group
appeal.
The advantages to the
members of such groups are
also innumerable.
In an industry filled with
plenty of pitfalls and even
danger, a trustworthy gang of
rappers and friends can ensure
not only success but security
as well. The downsides of the
industry are exemplified by
Suge Knight and Biggie Smalls
in the early 90's.
The most notable example
of the crew aesthetic in recent
years has to be the Los Angeles
bom and bred members of
Odd Future Wolf Gang Kill
Them All. Headed by Tyler the

Photo Courtesy of Asap Mob

ASAP Mob formed five years ago, exploding the hip hop scene with A$AP Rooky's Live Love A$AP mixtape,
and anticipating a new album Long Live A$AP this month.

Creator, the group or "gang"
as they like to be referred to,
has created countless mixtapes
and several albums in a brief
period of time. The group has
also managed to keep its sense
of identity intact with its unique
antics.
Immediately recognizable
for their wild, violent, yet
unmistakably ironic lyrics, Odd
Future has gained international
popularity not only for its music
but also for its distinct and
notoriously anti-establishment
group identity.
"Jesus called, he said he's
sick of the disses," Tyler the
Creator raps in his breakout
single "Yonkers."
The structure of the crew

itself varies, usually featuring a like Ty Beats and other artists
primary figure, other rap artists, such as ASAP Ferg contributed
producers and even non-rapping to the mixtape.
In a recent interview with
members.
John Legend, Kanye West Blow Hip Hop TV, Beats
and Kid Cudi are a few of the recalled meeting Rocky. During
members of G.O.O.D. Music, his sincere welcome into ASAP
another hip-hop crew. G.O'.O.D. Mob, Beats remembered his
Music has had some recent instant connection with Rocky.
releases this year, including It took him from being a lone
"Mercy" by Kanye West. In beatmaker in Florida to joining
this way, a crew is similar to a a "brotherhood" in the hip hop
record label. It is a collective mecca that is Brooklyn.
"I never found ASAP,"
that moves beyond recording
songs together and strives to Beats said. "ASAP found me.
It was Harlem, and we were
create an image, or identity.
The rap artist ASAP Rocky, a bunch of young, creative
the leader of the ASAP Mob, people. It was all these weirdos
released his widely popular and wearing a bunch of tight jeans
well-received mixtape "Live and $2,000 shoes. We had our
Love" last October. Producers own language."

Book cover of "Wait:The Art and Science of Delay"

Yelp: Is there truth in the stars?
By Karissa Valencia
All it takes is half a star on
Yelp in a restaurant's average
rating to impact the number of
nightly reservations.
Yelp is an online urban city
guide that thrives on reviews and
comments from locals. A star
scale range of 1 to 5 is associated
with every business listed.
The authenticity of the
reviewers on the website is often
in question, due to the option of
remaining anonymous.
According to Yelp's website,
the online review service earns its
business and funds by partnering
with ad companies. The ads are
then displayed on the website
itself. The businesses that can

be found in on Yelp range from
restaurants to tattoo artists and car
dealerships. Building a company
page is fairly simple and being a
reviewer is even more accessible.
Providing
purposefully
biased reviews by users has been
one of the obstacles that Yelp has
faced since its launch in 2004.
Without a developed system
to know the complete validity
of any reviewer's background,
self-reviewing and even bribing
has been seen as a result. Some
companies have self-reviewed
in order to gain a distorted
favorability,
whereas
others
may partner with a neighboring
business, offering business for
business.
These beloved stars on Yelp,

however, are becoming wellguarded. Recently, Yelp has hired
and trained their computer system
engineers to develop algorithms
to catch the phony and dishonest
reviews, in order to preserve the
genuine thoughts of yelp users.
Aware of the possibility,
senior Stacy Castner advises
to always check the number of
reviews before interpreting the
star quality of the business. "I
always make sure to see if there is
only one or two reviews...it could
definitely be flawed."
For the majority of reviews,
Castner
believes
that Yelp
documents honest opinions from
everyday people and is up to
date with website links, hours of
operation and photos.

Furthermore, both companies
and users believe in the sincerity
of Yelp reviews and understand
that the stars placed to the right
of the company name could
significantly impact the success
of a business. Although there
will always be questioning of the
wholeheartedness of any review,
for the majority of the time, they
are from honest everyday people
from all backgrounds.
Companies
generally
understand the importance of
keeping the reviews honest in
order to retain their customers for
the long haul. Yelp is one of the
most widely used review sites
of 2012 where reviewers and
companies alike understand that
every star counts.
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Passion Pit plays local venue: what a pity
By Alyssa Ong

to walk around as people started
to trickle into the club.
Just a stone's throw away
The best view of the stage
from the brightly-lit Petco Park was the bridge on the second
is dance club and bar Block No! floor, elevated above the massive
16 Union and Spirits. Despite the crowds of people who were
outstanding location, the club streaming in. The myriad of
only opens its doors on Fridays spotlights shining down from the
and Saturdays from 9 p.m. to 2 ceiling offered a godlike feeling
a.m. To them being exclusive of peering down at the crowd.
means people not being able to
In the beginning, it was
head there any day of the week.
mostly
mainstream,
radioLast Friday, Passion Pit friendly songs being played.
played a DJ set at Block No. After two hours of waiting
16. The electropop band, which and a club jam-packed with
formed in 2007 and grew to fame sweaty people, Passion Pit
with their track, "Sleepyhead," finally announced its arrival and
was represented by two members kicked things off with their song
that night.
"Carried Away" from their latest
I really liked the rustic and album, "Gossamer." I spotted
spacious warehouse-like interior two of the band members at the
design. There is an extensive main stage area where one was
bar area in the center of the hard at work mixing tracks for '
club, which contrasts with the the audience and the other was
surrounding large flatscreen
being a crowd pleaser, taking
televisions
featuring flashy
photographs with people behind
graphics.
the barricade that surrounded
But what struck me the them.
most was the intimidating
The change in the music
number of security personnels in was such a huge shift for many
the vicinity who were unafraid of the clubbers, as DJ Passion
to kick some sense into a few Pit maneuvered the crowd to
clubbers who were getting a a different beat. The music
little too explicit with their dance had turned electronic, and the
moves.
confused faces and slowed
Arriving there early, I motions of the audience showed
found a seat at the bar and time that many were unfamiliar with

the new sounds.
I was very pleased with
Passion Pit's bold move, because
at that moment I realized that
they were sharing a bit of the
music that shaped and inspired
the sounds they produced.
I was digging the scene
until awkward pauses started
occurring in between the music.
After nearly three or four mishaps
from the DJ, a number of clubbers
started to leave and many were
disappointed with the problems.
It wasn't long before I noticed
a security guard guiding one of
the drunk Passion Pit members
off the stage. The member then
walked haphazardly through
the crowd. It was only then that
the music started to get back on
track. But once again the solo
Passion Pit member shifted to a
radio-friendly medley of music.
At the end of the night, I
realied that this was Passion Pit
"trying to DJ" rather than being
true to themselves by playing
what they are best known for,
their own original songs. To think
that I only heard one song from
them the entire night was such a
letdown. It would have been a lot
better if that one band member
could have prevented himself
from becoming so inept while
being on the job. Ultimately,

Passion Pit band member Nate Donmoyer, along with fellow mem
ber Ian Hultquist, play a rollercoaster of a DJ set, ultimately disap
pointing the crowded pack of fans in Block No. 16.

Block No. 16 was a great venue,
but be warned: only go there

when a real DJ is set to play.

Foodie on a budget: cravings satisfied
By Katelyn McCullough
Everyone has experienced
the feeling of craving a certain
type of cuisine so badly that
it consumes his or her every
thought. The only way to stop
this feeling is to succumb to the
craving. I recently had this type of
craving for Thai food. I decided
to try a Thai restaurant called
Bangkok Bay in Solana Beach.
This restaurant is located in
a strip mall in Solana Beach, right
next door to a Courtyard Marriot.
Don't let the odd location deter
you; this restaurant is the real
deal. Upon entering Bangkok
Bay, there is a water fountain that
mimics a waterfall in the entrance
and paper lanterns adom the walls
and ceiling. The furniture is made
of dark paneled wood, and along
the walls are photos of scenes
in Thailand. I have never been
to Thailand, but it feels as if I
have stepped into another world.
Unfortunately it is a very small
establishment and only has about
14 tables, which during rush
hours can make it a little noisy.
I went to Bangkok Bay just
before 7 p.m. on a Thursday. That
evening all of the tables were full
and it seemed the wait would be
quite a while. To my surprise, my
friends and I were seated within
five minutes at a booth near the
kitchen. Considering the fact
that the restaurant was so busy,.I
thought that the food would take
forever and was dreading a wait
of 30 minutes or more. However,
within a few minutes a server
was at our table and our order

was placed. Less than 15 minutes
later, our food had arrived and
was piping hot.
I ordered the Red Curry,
medium spice level with chicken.
The curry
was
absolutely
delicious, with just the right
amount of spice to give the dish
flavor without burning my mouth.
The greatest part was that it. was
only $13 for the dinner portion
and I had leftovers. My friends
ordered the Red Sea, a mixed
seafood dish with seasonal
veggies sauteed in a house chili
sauce ($18) and the Drunken
Noodles with beef, thick rice
noodles pan-fried with a spicy
house chili sauce ($13). Each
entree was served with rice, white
or brown, with the exception of
the noodle dishes. Additionally,
each entrees' price is determined
by choice of the meat. For tofu
or vegetables the price is $12,
chicken, pork, beef, or duck
makes it $13, seafood is $14 and
seafood combo is $18.
My favorite dish was
the curry. The freshness of the
ingredients and the complexity
of flavors melded into a simple
and humble plate. As I ate I knew
that my craving for Thai food was
going to be satisfied, especially
when I had the urge to drink the
curry sauce. The Red Sea was
another good item on the menu.
It is definitely something I would
eat again. The seafood was fresh
and cooked to perfection and
the sauce was not overly spicy.
Anyone who does not prefer spicy
food would be very satisfied with
this order. As far as the Drunken
Noodles go, they were good but

Bangkok Bay serves up a variety of authenticThai cuisine, squeezed into an intimate, dimly lit restaurant.

not great. The noodles were a bit
too thick for my taste and there
wasn't enough flavor overall; it
was a bit too muddled.
As I walked out of Bangkok
Bay, I was happily satiated with the
food in my belly and the leftovers
in my hand. I can honestly say
that my overall experience at
Bangkok Bay was excellent. The

service was quick and efficient.
The price was reasonable,
especially when it only costs $50
for dinner and fed five people
over two days. Each entree costs
less than $19 and as little as $7
if you go for the appe"thai"zers.
The food was delicious and I
am already craving it again. The
only downside to this place is its

limited accommodations. If you
want to go for dinner, I advise
calling and making a reservation.
However, if you do forget to
make a reservation, this place is
worth the wait. The portions are
large enough to take some home.
In fact, I am about to go fulfill a
craving by calling Bangkok Bay
for some takeout. Round Two.
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Did you know?

Across
I. Library that houses the Harry
Potter room.
5. USD's ranking under the
Princeton Review's Best Campus
category.
8. Balboa park contains about
9. Average class size is this num
ber times two .
II. Amusement park in San
Diego with the theme of plastic
toy building bricks.

Down
2. The only dining service on
campus that features a bar .
2. One of USD's core values.
4. San Diego gets this nearly 300
days a year.
6. Don't feel like walking? Take
the
.
7. The president of USD is Mary
E.
.
10. USD MFA graduate and Big
Bang star Jim
.

Answers to previous crossword
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Cooking Class New Orleans
Tour o1 America Series, 12pm
La Gran Terraza
Rascal Flatts
Cricket Wireless Amphitheater, 7pm

The Barrie Cropper Lecture
on Creative Writing:
|ivrCBAmbef Dermont.'
I/'AJ

FM94/9 Independence Jam
w Fiona Apple, Gardens & Villa
Oceanside P;er Amphitheater

1. oOpr

I

The Vista needs

6O *IriIDS
H.ES £sjn
hie desians
Have uour qraphic
aesiqi
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• Comm credit is offered.
If interested, email design@usdvista.com
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Soccer game vs. USC

By Nick Dilonardo

By Nick Dilonardo
The way football was sold to
me as I sat in a crowded locker
room for the first day of practice
was simple.
"Here, you can do things that
would get you arrested anywhere
else," he said..
The prospect of legalized
ritual violence was tempting for
many of us. For others, it wasn't.
They'd quit, leave, get run out they'd scram. Football wasn't and
isn't for everyone. It has a very
particular appeal. But what was
it?
There is the sport itself the game, the rules, the field,
matriculating the ball down to the
goal line - but surely that wasn't
always part of the appeal. I didn't
always have an appreciation for
the game's nuances. What kept me
involved before that grew?
Why was the violence such a
part of the appeal? Why is it still?
Why do I scream "that was
a *&*$#&*$# kill shot/" after
linebacker Jerod Mayo lights up
a Dolphins defensive back on a
punt return? Why do I scream
"ooh-ee!" after quarter-back Colt
McCoy gets blindsided yet again?
What is it about two men
running full speed into one
another that makes for prime-time
television?
Is it not true that the reason
we watch football is precisely the
same reason my fellow freshmen
and I were sold by the coach
in that locker-room that early
morning in June? Is it not about
the appeal of violence? Is it not
about the hits from which the
other does not get so easily up?
I have a memory of an
interception return. I blitzed off
the right edge. The quarterback
threw a pick. It was the fourth
quarter. Few seconds remained.
A kid two heads taller than me
chased the play and didn't see
me. I hit him. I launched my
5'11 frame into him as hard as
I could. It was the only time
I ever made a whole stadium
go "ooooooohhhh." Here I
am, hoping I have it on film to
watch over and over. How am I
any better than the uncle from
"Napoleon Dynamite?"
I'm not sure that because
violence is the appeal that I should
somehow turn away from football.
It's not a deal-breaker. I suppose
what I've realized is that what has
and still entrances me about it is
the violence. I'd love to say it's a
well-executed five-step drop, or
an aptly timed call for z-motion to
trouble right sluggo seam.
But it's not.Violence, pom
poms and buffalo wings .Are you
ready for some football?

USD Women's Soccer
takes on USC in rematch of last
week's win
Sophomore midfielder,
Mariah Butera, led USD to a
victory over the University of
Southern California Trojans with
a final goal in the 84th minute on
Sept. 2. Now, on Sept. 14 here
at home at 5 p.m. the Toreros
will take on the Trojans again,
with the chance for a two-game
sweep.
While the previous match
took place at the Trojan
Invitational Tournament in Los
Angeles over the last weekend of
August, the next match will be
played on the Torero's home turf
here in San Diego.
The Toreros are off to
an intriguing season so far,
picking up wins against the
Texas A&M Aggies and the
University of Minnesota Golden
Gophers, while having fallen
to the Pepperdine Waves and
the California State Northridge
Matadors. This past week
saw another loss to the Duke
University Blue Devils, as
part of the Duke Nike Classic
Tournament in Durham, North
Carolina, as well as a loss to
the host University of North
Carolina Tar-Heels.
The loss to the Tar-Heels
sets the Toreros up for a slate
of competitive matches as part
of the rest of their Western
Conference schedule, beginning

Photo courtesy of Women's Soccer

Competitive moments like these are sure to figure into the next match against USC.

with the rematch against the
Trojans. After taking oil the
Trojans at home, the Torero
women will head north to take
on the Long Beach State 49ers
in a Friday night game.
Following that match-up

Rec time
Intramurals kick off the
new school year
By Nick Dilonardo
USD's intramural program
kicks off again this fall.
For the low, low price of
$15 a semester or $20 for the year
as an individual, any prospective
student can participate. The fee
can be charged to your credit card
or to your student account. All
students must register online on
the campus recreation website.
Sports offered this fall
include innertube water polo,
speed soccer, flag
football,
basketball, volleyball, slow pitch
softball, tennis, dodgeball and
doubles team sports, according
the Intramural calendar on the
campus recreation website.
If any of these activities
sound appealing, be sure to check
out upcoming "welcome back"
events this week, including a
beach day/volleyball event at the
Wave House in Mission Beach
on Sept. 11, or the USD Amazing
Race on Sept. 14, though
sign-ups for the latter must be
completed online by Sept. 12.
San Diego is not a town
for the pasty or the couch potato

inclined, which explains the
area's booming yoga and gym
industries. Exercise, it seems,
is regrettably inevitable and
necessary. Why not do it and
have fun at the same time?
Also, since the law school
participates in USD's intramural
leagues as well, should any
student become injured in action
on any of this prestigious private
university's athletic fields, they
will have no shortage of new
friends with whom to discuss any
possible negligence's financial
consequences.
Friends, Toreros, fellow
washed-up high school athletes
- it is the season of weekend
warriors and mesh jerseys that
no longer fit. While they may be
tigther in some spots than they
were before, they can get plenty
of use on the Manchester athletic
fields this year in the afternoons,
or at the pool. Whether getting
active means inner-tube polo
or speed soccer, whether it is
competitive or for the fun of the
game, USD Rec provides plenty
of opportunities to students of all
interest.

is another rematch, this time
against the same Cal State
Northridge Matadors team that
dealt the women their second
loss of the season. They will be
playing that game in Northridge,
just before heading yet further

north to take on the Univesrsity
of San Francisco Friars in the
Bay Area's late August swirling
winds. The Toreros will look to
start the rest of this season with
a big win Friday night against
USC at 5 p.m.

A
k

USD
UNIVERSITY IF SIN DIEGI
Photo courtesy of USD Rec
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THE MOST RELIABLE WAY

TO STORE YOUR BELONGINGS.

Multiple Convenient Locations:

3865 ROSECRANS
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We've got spirit, yes we do, San Diego
USD spirit team aims to ignite Torero pride on campus

By Nick Dilonardo

Did you know that USD has
a spirit team?
While USD might not be
known for its school spirit, don't
tell that to these women.
After a grueling tryout in
early spring of last year in which
over 30 women applied, only
15 remained. Those 15 women
make up the roster of the Torero
Spirit Team for the 2012-2013
season, according to the USD
sports' homepage.
According to the Spirit
Team's homepage, the tryouts
include "dance, cheer and
technique portions, in which
participants are taught a four
eight count hip-hop and jazz
combo routine, across the floor
technique combinations and a
cheer and chant."
Raising the sometimes
dormant school spirit at
USD may be a tough task, as
Sophomore Kelsey Engelhardt
knows, but these women will be
doing their best to get us riled
and ready for the upcoming fall
season.
"Our role is to increase
school spirit, encourage people
to support our [school] and the
community, as well as providing
entertainment," said Engelhardt.
These women look to
follow in a long line of talented
spirit team members as part of
a nationally ranked unit that is
experienced in the art of spirit
raising. Lead by Coach Amy

Bodnar, these women will look
to inspire not just the USD
community's involvement, but
the local community as well.
"The Torero Spirit Team's
goal on campus is to ignite school
spirit and pride in the USD and
local community. We work hard
to help provide a high-energy and
exciting environment at home
football and basketball games
throughout the school year," said
Coach Bodnar. "We also look
to build the relationships of the
current team with past members
of the USD Cheer and Dance
teams. The program has evolved
in many ways since USD first
opened its doors and we look
to bring together all past USD
Spirit Leaders this year at the
Homecoming game!"
Speaking of Homecoming
and football, what should we
look for at games this year?
"USD Fans should look
for fast-paced, fun routines
throughout the year in a variety
of styles from hip hop to jazz to
pom. The 2012-13 Torero Spirit
Team is an extremely talented
group of young women that
are ready to lead Torero fans in
what is sure to be an exciting
and successful year for USD
Athletics."
The team will hold tryouts
again this spring, and who
knows, maybe the spirit team
will include a male member. The
team is currently exclusively
female, though no gender holds a
monopoly on spirit. Regardless,
these women will don the powder
Photo courtesy of spirit team
blue this year, win or lose, and
TOP: USD spirit team poses with spirit and style. BOTTOM:The women crowd in together for a snapbravely cheer.
shot.
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September
14

umat's

5 p.m. Women's soccer vs.

cora»n9uP
\1S0

use

7 p.m. Women's volleyball
vs. Fresno State
7:30 p.m. Men's Soccer vs.
UC Santa Barbara

sports.

1
1

September
20

September
21

1
1

| 7 p.m. Women's volleyball vs. San |
Francisco
I 7 p.m. Men's soccer vs. Cal State
Northridge

2 p.m. Women's swimming, USD
Pentathlon

1
1
I

September
15
12p.m. Women's volleyball
vs. Yale
7 p.m. Women's volleyball
vs. UC Santa Barbara

September
22

1 p.m. Football vs. Valparaiso

§1-i

S

Don't Sail...

"Another lecturer^
IPJ? I'M THERE
mean, I'm just
really passionate about
business adminstration.

"I have so few
Sororitv sisters m .
comm classes...

"Let'start'83'

>uys, I'm on a
Budget"

LpHH—-j' No,
I OceaiBeach.l

"Where c
man in so
Laui

"The logic requi
notA
°l tune and tuiti
trust me."

lsd^nintely

|

I

I

I

1

