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USD honors alumni for post-grad success

Blurred lines:
sexual assault
myths

PATRICIA ACOSTA
CONTRIBUTOR

Part one of a two-part
discussion series on sexual
assault for sexual assault
awareness month

and
SHARON CHANG
CONTRIBUTOR

BROOKLYN DIPPO
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR

a teacher, an actor and a nurse.
These USD alumni demonstrate
successes and skills that deserve
recognition by their alma mater.
Two of the alumni honored,
Lee Sorenson and Josh Johnson,
reflected on their current success
coming from
USD
roots.
Lee Sorenson was awarded
the Author E. Hughes Career
Achievement Award for his
work with Shuraako and the One
Earth Future (OEF) foundation.
Sorenson is the director
of Shuraako and the OEF
foundation. Shuraako means
"partnership" in Somali and is
a project aimed at businesses
in Somalia. The project's goal
is to create sustainable jobs
as an alternative to piracy and
other crimes. The OEF sector he
works with, the Responsibility
to Protect and Business program,
works in tandem with Shuraako.
The OEF sector attempts to
improve systems and services

Every year, many students
around the world choose to come
study abroad at the University
of San Diego to study, and this
year was not an exception.
The number of international
students in this spring semester has
increased 13.2 percent compared
to last spring. According to the
2015 statistical report from the
office of international students
and scholars at USD, USD
received 712 international students
from 76 different countries.
For most students, studying
abroad involves meeting new
friends, discovering a new culture,
practicing another language, and
improving academics. For others,
it might mean leaving behind
the comforts of home, friends
and family, and certain foods.
Valeria Jimenez is a USD
exchange student from Mexico.
Jimenez said that USD and
her native college are different
in terms of the infrastructure,
teachers
and
culture.
She believes that in Mexico
people are more likely to socialize
before, during and after classes.
"In Mexico, classes look
like a coffee shop," Jimenez
said. "Here the classrooms are
so quiet, and it is not easy to
meet new people; you have to
socialize outside the classroom,
and sometimes it is not easy."
Despite the
international
students' occasional struggles,
USD domestic students think
that international students make
a positive contribution to USD.
Freshman Grant Gilbreth
said that having international
students on campus has a

See HONORS, Page 2

See INTERNATIONAL,
Page 3

@brooklyndippo

In an environment where
hormone-driven students come
together and then alcohol and
drugs are added to the equation,
the boundaries for sexual assault
become as fuzzy as the night.
Defining the vocabulary is the
first step in addressing a problem
that can be confusing to both men
and women. Openly discussing
sex and boundaries is one of the
most important ways to prevent
miscommunication
between
individuals engaging in sex.
In an informal discussion
about sexual assault and rape
among students at the University
of San Diego, these were the
top myths that kept coming up
in the conversation. The Vista
investigated to debunk the myths
for students.
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Alumni from the University of San Diego received awards at the Alumni Honors of 2015.
BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR

Last week, the University
of San Diego hosted its Alumni

Honors of 2015. In attendance
were past students who have
gone on to excel in a variety
of occupations, including a
former United States attorney,

Myth #1: There is only one
type of rape.

According to California Law,
sexual assault is any unwanted
touching of intimate parts, which
can be thought of as parts that
are covered by a swimsuit, for
purposes of sexual gratification,
arousal or abuse. Violators are
charged with sexual battery, the
same charge used for rape, which
can be either a misdemeanor or
felony depending on the extent of
unwanted touching.
In
California,
rape
is
defined as non-consensual sexual
intercourse, or penile penetration,
and carries a sentence of 3 to 13
years for forcible rape. Other
rape-related crimes fall under the
umbrella of the California rape law
too including oral copulation by

See ASSAULT, Page 2

International
students have diverse
experiences at USD
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Emiliano Gallego, left, and Josh Johnson, right, were two of the award
recipients at the Alumni Honors event.
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Lee Sorenson and Josh Johnson among many alumni honorees
HONORS continued from
Front Page

that work to prevent armed
conflict and mass atrocities.
Sorenson
was
an
entrepreneur for over 20 years
in executive business prior to
entering USD's Master of Arts
in Peace and Justice Studies
program. He worked at creating
companies in the fields
of
healthcare, mental health, and
education. However, he said he
was not happy with that path and
that is what lead him to USD.
"Quite frankly,
I made a
lot of money. But, that wasn't
satisfying to me," Sorenson said.
After
graduating from
USD's master's program, he
used his background in business
and peace studies to focus
on human security, poverty
alleviation and conflict stemming
from
structural
inequality.
Along with his work in these
areas, he is also on the advisory
board of several organizations.
Not
everyone
can
make an impact on the scale

Sorenson does, but he said
that he thinks people can make
a change on a lower scale.
"Don't
underestimate
the impact you're making. Do
what you can, where you can,
when you can," Sorenson said.
Josh Johnson was another
honoree, inducted into the
Chet and Marguerite Pagni
Family. Athletic Hall of Fame.
Johnson started with less than
affluent beginnings in Oakland,
Calif. He lived in a run-down
neighborhood, but the opportunity
to play college football knocked
at his door, and he took it.
The head coach of the USD
football team at the time, Jim
Harbaugh, called Johnson and
asked him to come and play for
USD as quarterback. Johnson
did what most people in his
situation cannot: he got out.
He was a three-time team
Most Valuable Player, and
he led his team to two midmajor
championships
and
three Pioneer Football League
championships. In his senior year

at USD, he was a finalist for the
2007 Walter Payton Award and
received Second-Team AP AilAmerican and Third-Team Sports
Network All-American honors.
In 2008, his dream came
true: the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
drafted him. Johnson has played
for the Cleveland Browns, the
Cincinnati Bengals and the San
Francisco 49ers. Johnson is
currently one of five quarterbacks
for the 49ers but will be returning
to the Bengals next year.
Despite Johnson's talent
as a former USD quarterback,
he explained that achieving the
dream of the NFL was with
the help of a higher power.
"I just put my faith
in God, and it worked out
for
me,"
Johnson
said.
However, he has not
forgotten his roots. He and his
cousin, Marshawn Lynch, founded
the Fam 1st Family Foundation.
The foundation seeks to improve
the lives of inner-city youth by
mentoring them in education,
literacy,
and
self-esteem.

Photo courtesy of Lauren Radack

Former USD quarterback Josh Johnson was honored at the event.

Sexual assault myths are clarified on USD's campus
ASSAULT continued from
Front Page
force, spousal rape and statutory
rape. All of these rape convictions
also require registration as a sex
offender in California.

Myth #2: Only strangers
rape.
Only 22 percent of rapes are
committed by strangers according
to a "Female Victims of Sexual
Violence" report published by the
Department of Justice in 2013.
That means that acquaintances,
friends, family members, co
workers, and romantic partners
make up the other 78 percent of
rapists.
Out of the five women who
reported to The Vista that they had
been raped, three of them were
acquaintances with their rapists,
one was friends with her rapist,
and one was casually dating her
rapist.

Myth #3: Women don't

take any responsibility for rape.
Most
women
do
not
report rape because they blame
themselves. Whether they were
under the influence of drugs or
alcohol, with someone they should
not have trusted, or believe they
could have fought back more:
women blame themselves for
being raped.
Consider
the
case
of
Elizabeth. She is a junior at USD
and she disclosed to The Vista
that she was raped in on-campus
housing her sophomore year.
After a night of binge drinking,
she said that a guy who she had
been casually seeing, but did not
consent to have sex with, took
advantage of her.
"All I remember was waking
up to pain, which was him hitting
me to wake me up," Elizabeth
said. "He yelled at me to get out of
his room and go back to my room.
Dazed and confused, I obliged,

only to piece together in my mind
what actually just happened. We
had sex, and I had no recollection
of it whatsoever. I went home
and cried in my bathroom for a
few hours, threw up, and went to
sleep."
But
she
persistently
blames herself and said that she
did not want to face the social
consequences of crying rape.
"I felt ashamed,but I couldn't
blame anyone but myself,"
Elizabeth said. "The bottom line
is that I didn't take care of myself,
and [rape] was the consequence I
had to accept."

Myth #4: Society is
sympathetic toward the victim.
The Vista spoke with five
female students who claim to
be victims of rape and they all
independently reported that their
biggest fear in reporting rape was
the possible social consequences.
Let's go back to the case

of Elizabeth, she, the accuser,
along with the accused, are both
members of Greek Life. Elizabeth
did not seek resources after her
rape because she did not want to
face the social consequences of
"crying rape" over an assault that
she blames on herself.
"Of course, [there are social
consequences]—that's
why
I
chose not to report it," Elizabeth
said. "1 do not want the university
identifying me as a victim or him
as a perpetrator."

Myth #5: Anyone I disclose
it to has to report it.
Most campus resources do
not have to report cases of rape to
the university or law enforcement.
Dr. Steve Sprinkle, the
Director of the Counseling Center,
clarified which resources are
bound by confidentiality and under
what circumstances confidentiality
can be broken. t
"Counseling Center and at
the Center for Health and Wellness
Promotion,
and
University
Ministry counselors and clergy
are not required to report cases
of sexual assault to university
officials or to law enforcement"
Sprinkle said. "That said, if any
of these counselors/clergy have
serious concerns about 'risk to
self or others' then they may break
confidentiality in order to address
those concerns, and parents/
guardians of a minor student may
access treatment records, but those
kinds of exceptions are very, very
rare."
The Health Center medical
staff are required by law to report
cases of sexual assault or rape to
law enforcement and professional
staff at the Women's Center
are required to report cases to
university officials.

Myth #6: Teachers don't
care.
Students hold a vigil to empower survivors of sexual assault during sexual assault awareness week earlier
this month.

If the statistic holds true
that one in four college women

are raped, that could extend to
other women as well, including
professors during their years in
college. Many USD students
confide in female professors and
advisors when they trust,especially
if their rapist is in class with them
and it makes them uncomfortable.
Some
professors
like
Leeva Chung, a communication
studies professor, make a point of
discussing the topic in their classes.
Chung
teaches
interpersonal
communication and asks her
students directly if they have been
raped or if they know anyone who
has been raped.

Myth #7: The USD Health
Center does not have rape
resources.
While it is true the health
center does not give out condoms
and can only prescribe birth control
for non-contraceptive purposes
because of USD's Catholic
affiliation, they say they are just
as equipped to handle rape cases
as any other San Diego university.
Pamela Sikes, the director
of the health center, wants victims
to feel comfortable using campus
resources. In particular, she
wants students to know they have
resources to take care of their
health after any sexual assault.
"We certainly can provide
testing and treatment for physical
concerns like injuries and sexually
transmitted infections," Sikes said.
By law, all medical providers
are required to report the case
to the law enforcement that has
jurisdiction over the location
where the rape occurred, but the
victim is never required to talk to
the authorities or to press charges.
USD's Health Center does
not have rape kits and neither does
any other university health center.
Rape kits can only be administered
at hospitals with trained staff since
they can potentially be used as
evidence in legal cases.
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April 16
Location: San Miguel Archangel Hall
At approximately 9:30 p.m., the Department of Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated individual. Upon investigation, the individual was
contacted, identified as a resident student, and evaluated. It was determined that
the individual could care for themselves. The Community Director authorized a
room search for Public Safety to check for any alcohol. Public Safety located and
confiscated two knives.

April 21
Location: Missions B
At approximately 5:06 p.m., the Department of
Public Safety received a report of a rape that
occurred on Friday, April 10, 2015. The complainant
wishes not to proceed with the university sanction
process or a criminal investigation at this time.

April 17
Location: Valley Field

April 21
Location: Manchester Village Two, Parking Garage

At approximately 6:50 p.m., the Department of Public Safety responded to a
report of a suspicious person at the Valley Field. Upon investigation, Public Safety
ascertained that the suspicious person was a non-USD community member and
matched the description of a previous incident. The subject was requested to
leave campus and complied.

At approximately 9:40 a.m., the Department of Public |
Safety responded to a report of vandalism from a
previous incident. Upon investigation, a USD resident
student discovered the air was let out of their
vehicle's tires. Public Safety was able to determine
the USD resident student that was responsible for
vandalizing the vehicle and the case has been_
referred to Student Conduct.

April 18
Location: San Buenaventura Apartments
At approximately 1:33 a.m., the Department of Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated individual. Upon investigation, the individual was
contacted, identified as a resident student, and evaluated. It was determined that
the individual could not care for themselves and was transported to the hospital.

0

April 23
Location: Missions Crossroads

April 19
Location: San Rafael Hall

Shortly after 11 p.m., the Department of Public
Safety was made aware of Resident Assistants citing
six students for a liquor law violation.

At approximately 1:14 a.m., the Department of Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated individual. Upon investigation, the individual was
contacted, identified as a resident student, and evaluated. It was determined that
the individual could not care for themselves and was transported to the hospital.

April 23
Location: University Center West Parking Lot

April 20
Location: Warren Hall School of Law

At approximately 5:24 p.m., the Department of Public j
Safety responded to a report of a counterfeit driver's
license. Upon investigation, a USD student was
contacted and admitted to purchasing the counterfeit
driver's license. Public Safety confiscated the
counterfeit driver's license.

Shortly after 11 a.m., the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of
four USD employees who received unwanted communication from an unknown
suspicious individual.

Nora Brewington/The Vista

USD community appreciates international students
INTERNATIONAL
continued from
Front Page
positive impact and is a learning
tool for the USD community.
"[International
students]
allow us to see the commonality of
cultures and foundations of life,"
Gilbreth said. "They better equip
us to have a deep understanding
of people and how to cohesively
flow with people from different
cultures
and
customs."
Freshman
Emily
Arnell
also agrees that international
students
contribute
to
the
vision of diversity at USD.
"International
students
portray the diversity that USD says
it has," Arnell said. "It's nice to see

THE VISTA
Editorial -619.260.4584
Business - 619.206.4714
www.theusdvista.com
@USDVista

different cultures from the world
come to our school because we
can learn more about their culture
and show a diverse community."
Arnell said that international
students add to the USD culture.
"Having
the
students
[here] allows us to make friends
from different cultures and not
be so exclusive," Arnell said.
"It's nice to show others and
the world that USD takes any
student from anywhere. This will
empower more people to apply
and be interested in our school."
Despite
this
enthusiasm
for
international
students,
not all international students
feel
comfortable
at
USD.
Laura Panuela is a USD

international
student
from
Colombia. Panuela said that she
finds her transition to be difficult.
"I really have had a hard time
getting along with local students,"
Panuela said. "Sometimes some of
the girls that I have group projects
[with] ignore me when I have an
idea or they roll their eyes at me."
For Panuela, she said that
language has been a barrier. She
explained that she sometimes
has
trouble
communicating
her ideas in English, since
Spanish is her native language.
"I feel like. 1 don't belong
with the Californian girls,"
Panuela said. "Some of them are
very close with their friends here."
For
each
international

2014-2015

International
Student Organization

Photo courtesy of USD International Student Organization Facebook page

USD's International Student Organization is a place for international
students to connect with other international students.
student, his or her abroad
experience in America is very
different. Whether they come from
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Fight for the $15

Lilly Pulitzer sells out at Target
BRITTANY CARAVA
MANAGING EDITOR
@BRITTCARAVA

BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@BNH1995

On April 15 there was a coastto-coast upheaval. Around 60,000
workers
gathered
low-wage
outside of fast-food restaurants
and on several college campuses
to protest their wages. It is
speculated that this is the largest
mobilization ever of United
States workers for higher pay.
The protests spanned from
New York City, down to Los
Angeles, and even outside of the
United States in Athens, Toronto,
Sao Paulo and Hong Kong. This
goes to show how much a protest
like this was needed. Although
the results of the movement are
still undetermined, I think this is
a step in the right direction. Fastfood chains pay minimum wage to
their workers, but it is not nearly
enough for them to survive on.
According to USA Today,
the scope of this movement
has increased dramatically. The
movement began two years ago
with workers, and now they
are being joined by a variety
of sympathizers, from
adjunct
professors to home care and
child care providers. High-profile
officials, like former U.S. Labor
Secretary Robert Reich who led
a walkout at a McDonald's, also
joined the protesters. I firmly
believe that this increase in scope
may finally lead to some actual
changes in the fast-food industry.
The protesters' choice of
that day was intentional. They
chose to demonstrate on tax day
to bring awareness to the fact that
many of them rely on government
assistance to survive because their
wages are so low. I think it is about
time a change was made. So many
of the workers at low-pay jobs
are adults who have families to
support and expenses to be paid;
not all of them are young adults
just looking for some extra cash.
This surpasses the point of just
complaining, this is a cry for help.
I used to be one of those
people who thought that workers
at fast-food restaurants were there
because they were too lazy to get
real jobs. Then I realized many of
them never got the opportunities
that so many of us do. A lot
of them do not have access to
higher education, or were faced
with so many opposing forces
in life that a low-wage job was
the only thing available to them.
There has been no new
information on what the protests
have accomplished, or if they
will accomplish • anything. I
think that, even if nothing
comes from
them now, they
are a catalyst for a national
conversation that needs to be had.

Two mega brands have come
together for a limited time to
offer a less expensive version of
one of the South's most treasured
clothing designers, Lilly Pulitzer.
The company announced
the "Lilly Pulitzer for Target"
collection would be released
online and in stores April 19.
Lovers of the resort line waited
in anticipation for the release, but
nothing could prepare them for
the chaos that would ensue.
The
collection's
party
themed website promised popular
shift dresses, maxi dresses, beach
accessories and other houseware
items. The collection is also
divided into a women's line, a
plus size line and a children's
line. While marketed as a limited
time only collection, shoppers
were unaware of just how limited
the supply would be.
Before midnight Pacific
Time on April 19, the Lilly
Pulitzer for Target's website
crashed, giving West Coasters a
missed opportunity at purchasing
the new products.
The shoppers that braved
the Target retail locations, were
disappointed to find that the store
had only stocked a few small
racks of the new line.
Those that arrived early
enough to snag some Lilly
products ended up taking armftxls
of the new collection and left
nothing on the racks for other
shoppers.
Lilly Pulitzer has become
wildly popular for both the
"Southern Socialite" market and
the sorority women market as

the company has released special
sorority products over the last few
years for National Panhellenic
Conference chapters, including
many that are active on the
University of San Diego campus.
The
original
line
has
frequently
been
criticized
for its high prices for cotton
sundresses; the less expensive
Target line seemed to be within
reach for a wider market, namely
college students. Because of the
popularity of the brand, and a
much more affordable price tag,
many USD students were eager
to purchase the new Lilly items.
Senior Anna Keig was one
of the shoppers who shopped in
store. Keig described the scene
as chaotic with women hovering
in the dressing room line to see
what pieces people returned so
they would have a chance to try
items on.
"I ended up getting a lot
because" I was patient and then

ended up driving to El Cajon
because one of their stores still
had a ton. My sister had sent me
a list because the stores in the
Bay Area were all sold out," Keig
said. "It would have been better to
get there the second they opened,
but every single piece was sold
out in San Diego in the first hour
and half."
While she did not have to
brave the stores to purchase
her Lilly Pulitzer items, senior
Rachel Meyers was able to order
from the new collection before
the website crashed.
"I know I got all my items
right before the site crashed, so
I'm pretty lucky," Meyers said.
"About half the items were gone
in literally 15 minutes, some even
before the official site launch
since they accidentally put up the
mobile site early."
Additionally, while many
in-store shoppers scored a load
of Lilly Pulitzer products, many

have used online shopping sites
like eBay and Amazon to resell
the unused garments for at least
double the original purchase
price. Many angry shoppers
took to social media to express
their outrage over both the lack
of supply and the reselling of
the Lilly Pulitzer items. The
pop culture online news source
Buzzfeed featured a collage of
photos and other social media
posts with some shoppers basking
in the glory of a cart full of Lilly
Pulitzer items and others with
disappointed faces and empty red
Target baskets.
What promised to be an
exciting and accessible new
collection for two popular stores
quickly disappointed its potential
buyers. Many shoppers are
holding out hope that Target will
restock their shelves and online
supply with the discount line, but
it is yet to be announced if the
partnership will continue.

Photo courtesy of Jay Reed/flickr.com

Shoppers were disappointed when Target stores ran out of Lilly Pulitzer clothing.

Facebook launches Topic Data
RACHELTRUONG
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR

Social media has been
integrated into our culture,
serving as a way that people
can
stay
connected
with
their peers.
Businesses
have
used social media in order
to increase their marketing
through advertisements such
as commercials placed before
Youtube videos and ads on
people's
Facebook
feeds.
Just
as
important
as social media presence to
many budding companies is
the ability to know how its
products are being received.
Social
media giant,
Facebook, has launched Topic
Data,
an
application
that
will allow marketers to see
when their product is being
talked about and what people
are saying. Companies can
then use this information to
help improve their product.
Topic Data will also
allow companies to browse
posts in their area in order to
see what kind of products are

currently in demand. Several
concerns have been voiced
over Topic Data's emergence,
particularly
about
privacy.
One
person
who
addressed such concerns is Josh
Constine of technology news
site TechCrunch, who wrote
about the privacy concerns
of Topic Data in his article.
"To ensure that personal
information
isn't
divulged,
topic data is aggregated and
anonymized, so brands can't
know or piece together exactly
who said what," Constine said. "I
asked Facebook and it confirmed
that certain queries that might
pull up personally identifiable
data
like
home
addresses
will be banned. At least 100
different users have to match
a query for it to be allowed."
Constine acknowledges
that some Facebook posts that
are meant only for friends being
used to increase a business'
revenue may bother some users.
"There's no opt-out,
and the only way to keep data
totally private is to either set
posts to be visible to 'only me'
or not post at all," Constine said.
Topic Data's launch
also impacts numerous business

students worldwide, such as
those studying at the University
of San Diego. The ability to
see what is in high demand in
a certain area, as well as gain
insight to how a product is being
received can be valuable to a
student hoping to start a business,
like freshman
Tyler
Lee.
"Privacy concerns aside,
it really does look like Topic
Data is the next big step towards
marketing," Lee said. "Having a
successful business means not
just having the presence and the
numbers, but also the reviews to
back it up. The best part about
it is that it'll let business owners
know exactly what they need
to improve on their products so
they can give their customers the
best experience they can give."
Lee also spoke about
how Topic Data can affect the way
products are advertised to students.
"The big advertising
thing nowadays is finding out
about it through a commercial
or some kind of ad on whatever
websites you usually frequent,"
Lee said. "It's pretty effective,
but the stuff being advertised
isn't always relevant to the person
viewing them. Once Topic Data
gives a company the numbers

Photo courtesy of Master OSM 2011/fIickr.com'

Topic Data is set to help businesses better connect to customers through Facebook.

on what's in demand and what
products are working for them,
then companies will be able
to put out much more relevant
advertising to the right people."
Senior
Christopher
Vanek hopes to take advantage
of Topic Data in the future.
"Topic Data is really
useful in letting businesses know
what's needed, when it's needed,"
Vanek said. "I'm planning on
maybe going into marketing
myself one day, and Topic Data
will be a really useful tool in
helping me figure out what people
in my area want, and how I would
want to market whatever product
my
representing
company
is selling to these people."
Topic Data has been
launched to a limited number of
Facebook partners in the United
States and United Kingdom
Facebook has expressed hope
to expand the application and
its availability at a later date.

Correction:
On April 23, in the
article entitled
"USD engineering department
renovations"
The Vista reported
that it was the engineering depart
ment. The proper name is the
Shiley-Marcus School of Engineer
ing.
Also, in the same article, it was said
that a new work space called
"Daniel's Garage" was being
created. It is actually "Donald's
Garage".
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Amazon continues selling HarperCollins
RACHELTRUONG
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR

Textbooks are an integral part
of the learning experience. With
the release of the Kindle, iPad,
and other electronic e-readers,
students have access to textbooks
at all times without having to
carry heavy books around.
Casual readers also have
the convenience of taking an
entire library of books with them
wherever they go, by storing their
favorite books on their e-reader.
However, not every book
is available on these e-readers
because
some
publishing
companies choose not to make
their books available. This can be
inconvenient for students because
it means they have to carry paper
textbooks around to do homework
or read on the go.
In addition, some companies
already under contract with
e-reader distributors, such as
HarperCollins, have begun to
assert themselves more in contract
discussions. Such discussions
are about whether Amazon will
be allowed to continue selling
HarperCollins published e-books
and print books once the initial
contract runs out.
The reason for this dispute in
contract, according to Business
Insider and the New York Times,
is that Amazon wants to lower
the prices of their books. This has
caused companies and authors to
complain that discounting their
books will eat into their income.
HarperCollins is one of the
five largest publishing companies
in the United States, ranking
among Hachette Book Group,

Macmillan Publishers, Penguin
Random House, and Simon and
Schuster. Should the company
choose to end its contract with
any distributor, a large amount
of books will be pulled from
e-reader shelves.
HarperCollins, although not
a textbook publisher, is famous
for its large library of literature
available, including C.S. Lewis'
"The Chronicles of Narnia," and
Harper Lee's newest novel, "Go
Set a Watchman." Its contract
with Amazon allows the website
to sell its novels at a reduced
price than what a reader would

find at a bookstore.
If Amazon should lose
the ability to distribute Harper
Collins novels, then readers
would be forced to buy paper or
digital copies from a different
source, which can drive up the
price.
According to a recent study
done by Gustavus Adolphus
College, 93 percent of college
students enjoy casual reading.
University of San Diego
English major Trevor Blasko
is an avid casual and academic
reader. He has experience with
purchasing books from Amazon.

Photo courtesy of Andrew Eadie/flickr.com

Because of a new multi-year contract, Amazon will continue to sell print and e-books published by HarperCollins.
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is saving money," Choi said.
"Amazon is one of the cheapest
options to buy the books I'll need
for any English classes. I can find
the same books they sell at the
Torero store for a fraction of the
price on Amazon, which saves me
a lot of money on the long run."
HarperCollins and Amazon
began negotiations in late March
to work out a new contract. April
2015 saw HarperCollins signing
a new multi-year deal with
Amazon, allowing the website to
continue selling the publishing
company's e-books and print
books.

"Amazon is one of my
cheaper options when I want to
find a good book to read," Blasko
said. "And there's definitely no
denying that a good chunk of the
books I enjoy reading come from
HarperCollins. If this contract
expires, and HarperCollins gets
taken off of Amazon shelves, it's
pretty likely that I'll be spending
a lot more money on those
books."
Junior Jonathan Choi also
enjoys reading books off of his
kindle.
"I'm not too big on reading,
really, but what I am big on

I
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New emojis emphasize racial differences
Updated emojis to reflect diversity receive both criticism and praise
MANDY SMITH
CONTRIBUTOR

JULIANA CURTIS
OPINION EDITOR
@julianacurtis28
Whether it's the vibrant
purple blossoms of the trees,
the perfectly manicured rose
bushes, or even just the delicate
architecture of the white buildings,
there is plenty of beauty on the
University of San Diego's campus
to take in. However, as I listen to
my fellow classmates along the
walk, I leam that apparently there
is also plenty to complain about.
From the outside, one
would assume that a USD student
would have absolutely nothing to
complain about when it comes to
the resources and aesthetic our
campus provides. And I would
agree that this should be the case, as
we go to one of the most gorgeous
schools in the country. The
classrooms are adequately sized
to fit our modest class sizes, the
buildings are laid out for optimal
convenience and accessibility, and
even though our campus is merely
a mile long, there is still a tram
service to shuttle students across
the entirety of campus. We are in
heaven.
So, why then, do I hear so
many complaints? It seems that
students have begun to take what
we have for granted. I began
to notice this unfortunate trend
when Copley library was under
construction for a short two
weeks. The main entrance of the
library was not closed down to
ruin students' lives, sabotaging
them during midterms week and
setting them up for a lifetime of
failure. Actually, they were just
putting in nice new wooden floors
since everyone complained so
much about the ugly green carpet
that was there before. Yet, even
so, students, wallowed in selfpity about how they had to walk
through the "Copley maze" to get
to the main floor. I'll admit, it was
a bit annoying to have to walk
through the stacks just to quickly
print something, but I think there
are definitely more worthwhile
things to cause a stir about.
I feel similarly about the rest
of the complaints I hear around
campus. For example, students
that are grumbling about waiting
a long time for the tram should
be grateful that we even have a
tram to transport us around this
tiny campus when we could easily
walk.
Also, those that constantly
express their disgust over the
occasional scent of manure should
rather be thankful that our campus
is covered in beautiful flowers that,
unfortunately, require unpleasant
upkeep.
Everyone is entitled to their
fair share of complaints, as college
would not be college without
daily feelings of disgruntlement.
However, students that believe
running
out
of
Mongolian
barbeque at La Paloma warrants a
public outcry should try eating the
sloppy mystery meat at other, less
fortunate schools.
We are so lucky to be
attending a school that caters to
our needs the way USD does, so
instead of taking that for granted,
we should celebrate it. There are
complaints that are trivial and
complaints that are absolutely
justified, so let's try to only
express the ones that will lead us
to productive solutions.

Recently, Apple launched
iOS 8.3, the newest iPhone
update
which
included
a
multitude of new emojis —
and a diverse one at that.
In the past, most of the
emojis depicting people had
light skin faces, or were just
yellow,
cartoon-like
smiley
faces. The newest people emojis
come in six different skin tones.
The intentions for the
emojis to be inclusive of diversity
were excellent, however the
results are controversial. The
racial distinctions that have been
created by these new emojis are
generating buzz good and bad.
The diversity that Apple has
embraced with its new update
is innovative and important
for generating conversation. It
allows us to reflect on not only
the negative but also the positive
responses that have been sparked
based on these recent changes
involving
racial
diversity.
Some have said that the new
emojis bring too much attention
to racial differences, while still
leaving out some other minority
groups. Redheads are angered
that there is no emoji that they can
use to represent themselves, and
there has already been a petition
proposed that has garnered
several thousand signatures.
Some feel that this attention
that is placed upon race in
technology may pressure some
to identify with a certain color
emoji to convey their emotions.
Paige
Tutt
of
the
Washington Post thinks these
new emojis are more problematic

Photo Courtesy of Apple / Flickr Commons

An example of the new options of skin color for the people emojis.
than

they
were
before.
"Because I'm black, should
I now feel compelled to use the
'appropriate'
brown-skinnednail-painting emoji?" Tutt said.
Furthermore,
Tutt
believes
this
is
actually
influencing
unnecessary
conversations
about
race.
"Now
in simple text
messages and tweets I have
to identify myself racially.,"
Tutt said. "What Apple has
done is introduce race into
everyday conversations where it
doesn't necessarily need to be."
Tutt makes an interesting
point, but race is something
that needs to be acknowledged
and talked about more often.
Junior
Ayah
Karadsheh makes a similar
point
to
that
of
Tutt's.
"I think the new emojis
were intended to be inclusive,
but I think they unintentionally
made the situation slightly
worse,"
Karadsheh
said.
Karadsheh believes that
the effort to actually show
diversity wasn't strong enough.
"It kind of seems like
they just took the original
white emojis and painted their
faces different colors, not

actually reflecting the physical
differences between races that
makes everyone so special in
their own way," Karadsheh said.
It would be more inclusive
if Apple had made some brand
new emojis that were different
from the original defaulted white
emojis. However, if Apple were
to make emojis with supposed
physical differences between
each emoji with a different
skin tone, it would contribute
to racial stereotypes and have
the potential to perpetuate
harmful
generalizations.
Junior Kristion Grbavac
makes a good point regarding
our society and how people
have the tendency to interlace
personal identity and technology.
"The
new
update
is
definitely more inclusive but it's
indicative of our uber sensitive
society that demands inclusion
in all facets," Grbavac said.
This sensitivity is the reason
many people believe this emoji
controversy is less about race and
more about identity and self-worth
of those that use technology as a
resource to define who they are.
Apple's decision to diversify
emojis in their newest update
is making quite the statement;

while
pleasing
many
and
dissatisfying some, I think it is
generating healthy conversation
and reflection. Before, some
people argued the emojis were
not diverse enough, and now
others say the emojis highlight
too many differences. No matter
what Apple would have chosen to
do, it would have sparked debate
and received criticism. There is
absolutely no way in society today
that everyone will be satisfied.
Junior
Chelsea
Brady
thinks that the new emoji
update
is
progressive.
"Changing the skin colors
of emojis isn't enough to change
people's existing perspectives,
but the options do change the
conversation a bit," Brady said.
By providing an opportunity
for conversation about it, Apple
has made a productive step.
"Any step towards promoting
inclusion and equality is a good
step in my eyes," Brady said.
Although the end result was
imperfect, the attempt to push
the boundaries with these new
emojis was well-intentioned.
Any adjustment Apple makes
will receive backlash, but at
least this update influences
productive
conversation.

USD sets graduates up for success
USD s resources, education, and opportunities prepare students well
CAITLAN BERTRAM
CONTRIBUTOR
The University of San
Diego has a strong undergraduate
program and is preparing its
students for graduate studies,
careers, and life after college.
USD combines liberal arts and
professional studies with a
variety of learning opportunities.
With 40 major and 48
minor programs, the university
offers specialized educational
experiences with internships,
study
abroad,
honors
and
pre-professional
studies.
In just a few weeks the class
of 2015 will be embarking on a
new chapter in their lives whether
that journey includes more
schooling or starting their careers.
According
to
Career
Services,
approximately
11
percent of senior students enroll in
graduate school the following fall.
One example of USD's
success in preparing its students
is the strength of our classes.
With the University of

California San Diego miles away,
most people do not consider
USD for their strong science
department.
However,
USD
has
numerous
opportunities
for research with professors,
scholarships,
and
creative
activity. One senior, Elizabeth
Webster will be studying chemical
biology to get a PhD in Chemistry
at Stanford University this fall.
"I think some things that
helped me were being able to be
in a lab for four years as well as
have such a strong relationship
with Dr. Benz. She is an
amazing mentor," Webster said.
Webster received the 2015
National Science Foundation
Graduate Research Fellowship
to support her three years of
research at graduate school.
"It was wonderful to have so
many professors read my proposal
and give honest feedback. I really
didn't think I would get it but
applied anyway," Webster said.
"I thought if I didn't
get it I would have a better
shot next year," Webster said.

In addition to the academic
opportunities, USD is also known
for its small college atmosphere
and personal guidance from
professors. Parker Cohn, an
engineer graduate, comments
on his academic experience.
"USD
provided
me with a very personal
education,"
Cohn
said.
Cohn attributes the small
class sizes for his success.
"In my small class sizes
all the professors knew me
and they all helped me outside
office
hours,"
Cohn
said.
"They provided me not
only the technical skills but
personal skills for my future."
Some other students are
gearing toward another route
after USD — to begin paying off
those heavy student loans. Career
Services states that 86 percent of
USD graduates have a job within
six months in 27 states in America
and four countries around the
world. Career Services is a great
resource for students to prepare
resumes, practice interviews,

and explore job opportunities.
Kristal Ruiz would not
have a job at Cigna this fall if
it were not for Career Services.
"USD has a great career
center," Ruiz said."I firstconnected
with Cigna at a USD job fair."
As an International Relations
Major and Communications and
Spanish Minor, Ruiz did not
envision her first job working as a
global health insurance manager.
"It's a start, I'm still not
sure what I want to do for
the rest of my life but I have
student loans," Ruiz said. "But
we'll see where I end up."
Whether students attend
graduate school or begin working
right after school, USD has
definitely prepared these students
for the real world. They are ready
to face the challenges ahead and
make their fellow Toreros proud.
Despite
the
challenges
of graduating from a smaller
school, USD's graduates are
still able to gain a competitive
advantage due to the various
assets
USD
provides.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Defining intimacy as a college student

USD students reveal that the definition of intimacy has become much more ambiguous
DANIELLE ANABI
CONTRIBUTOR

What is the quickest way
to turn college students into
embarrassed, giggly seventh
graders? Just ask for their
definition of "intimacy." Intimacy
is a touchy subject to most people,
especially
college
students.
Throughout the University
of San Diego's-campus, students
shared their opinions of what
intimacy in college means.
It became clear that their
silence about intimacy said
an abundance about the topic
itself. Their inability to verbally
express intimacy emphasizes
its absence on our campus.
So what is intimacy?
Dictionary.com defines intimacy
as "a close, familiar, and usually
affectionate or loving personal
relationship with another person
or group." However, another
much different definition is given
as well, "sexual intercourse."
Similarly, students' ideas
and definition of intimacy in
college differ; some think of it as
a sexual or physical thing, while
others think of it as a close,private
relationship with another person.
Although students have
different definitions of intimacy,
most surveyed agreed that it is
not prevalent at our university,

with

the exception of one.
Junior
Mandy
Smith
gives
her
interpretation
of
intimacy
in
college.
"I would like to think
intimacy is defined as not only
a physical connection, but also
an emotional bond," Smith
said. "However, in college, I
think intimacy is a lot more
heavily defined by a physical
interaction between two people."
Senior
Andrea
Gabbard
expressed
how
blurred
the
definition
of
intimacy
is
on
campus.
"I think that if you can
sit in silence with someone,
and actually feel comfortable,
it means you're intimate with
that person; but I also believe
that in college, people's ideas
of
intimacy
are
definitely
focused on the physical aspect
of a relationship," Gabbard said.
Some students feel that
college is not a place for intimacy.
Freshman
Luke
Napolitano
believes
that
intimacy is not prelevant on
our campus, and should not be.
"Intimacy is not what I
think of when I think of college,"
Napolitano said. "I have realized
that college is a time toexperiment
and try many things. You have
the rest of your life to settle down

with someone. So I think that
intimacy plays a very small role
in the lives of people at USD."
Not all students feel this
way, however, such as freshman
Janek Bielski. Bielski disagrees
that intimacy is not prevalent
on campus, but rather more
prevalent due to USD's size.
"Intimacy
is
definitely
more prevalent at USD, being
a smaller school, than it would
be at a larger college," Bielski
said. "It is such a hard thing to
explain, but intimacy is when
you have a deep connection
with someone on another level."
Although we pride ourselves
on our small school size, it does
sometimes have its disadvantages.
For those who perceive intimacy
as a physical, sexual relationship,
they felt it hard to maintain
their typical college "hook
ups" due to the small school
size. When the community
is so tight-knit, it provides
little confidentiality.
Freshman
Mia
Ivos
agrees
that
the
lack
of
privacy on campus limits the
level of physical intimacy.
"Going to such a small school
definitely tones down the degree
of intimacy," Ivos said, "The
fact that everyone knows pretty
much everyone, makes it harder

to create intimacy witl^ others."
Freshman Aaron Laut met his
girlfriend here at USD during the
very first week of school.
"Intimacy is when you
truly know them and they
truly know you," Laut said.
Regardless
of
Laut's
personal
experience
with
finding romance on campus,
even he feels that, overall,
intimacy is absent at USD.
"Intimacy is not common
at all in my opinion on the
USD campus," Laut
said.
Laut
attributes
this
to
the
hookup
culture.
"Most people" just want
to hook up, I guess," Laut
said. "It is just a part of college
culture
and
expectations."
Freshman Shaela Prince
believes that intimacy is more
than just a sexual relationship.
"I think in college, the
most
intimate
relationships
occur with those you share
everything with, not just a
random hookup," Prince said.
Intimacy in college means
being so comfortable with
someone that you can be yourself.
In college, it is so easy to lose
your true self, and instead become
obsessed with your image.
When you are so comfortable
with someone, whether it be a

friend or a significant other that
is capable of breaking you out
of this image, you then have an
intimate relationship with them.
Intimacy
in
college
means
being
comfortable
enough
with
yourself
and
those who surround you to the
point where you aren't acting.
Intimacy is also the ability
to be completely vulnerable with
not just your body, but your mind.
Being able to open up to someone
and share your hopes and dreams.
Still, it seems that not
every student on campus shares
these views. Whether it be the
small size of the school, the
hookup culture of college, or
just the less traditional nature
of our generation as a whole,
defining intimacy is definitely
a more difficult task nowadays,
as people's views differ greatly.
Freshman
Liam
Locchead has a rather simple
definition
of
intimacy.
"Intimacy is being able
to fart without feeling selfconscious,"
Locchead
said.
Unlike
Locchead's
definition, however, Anthony
Lawrence feels that intimacy
is a tad more serious than that.
"When
a
relationship
is
two
people,
but
one
soul,"
Larewnce
said.
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Stagecoach
Stagecoach is a musical event that country fans look forward to all year
long. Nearly 210.000 country fanatics travel to (ndio. Calif, from all over
the country in order to experience first hand everything that this festival
has to offer. TOP country artists take over the Mane Stage, which is the
center stage at the festival, for this 3-day extravaganza filled with
cowboy hats and American flags. Students at the University of San
Diego are quick to pack UP their cars and head to the desert in order to
embrace this all-American, country-filled lifestyle for the weekend, and
The Uista was no exception. Editor in Chief Lauren Uuiovich, Associate
Editor Kendall Tich. Managing Editor Brittany Carava and Sports Editor
Hunter Jameson, have broken down this year's acts for all of you.

ftp Acts:
Best on State PteseooR
Miranda Lambert: Personally. Lambert's songs aren't our favorite,
however, once she got on stage she was mesmerizing to watch. Her
songs are all about girl power and embracing the woman within all
girls. She strutted all over the stage and had a good mix between
slower songs and faster ones. While not as many people were singing
along as they were to her husband. Shelfon. she did not disappoint.
Some songs she Played were "The House that Built Me" and
"Mama's Broken Heart." She did throw in some unknown songs, but
overall her energy was one that could not be beat throughout the
weekend.

The Band Perry: The Band Perry wasn't an act that was on The
Uista's radar but when that family came on stage if became clear that
they were there to work the crowd. They had practiced certain
simultaneous dance moves and guitar strums. In addition, at one
point they even all banged on three big drums during one of their
songs. They talked to the audience throughout and were able to really
get the crowd excited by laughing, joking, and showing that they were
having a blast on stage. Not to mention Kimberly's awesome red
pants!

Blake Shefton: He was definitely the top performer of the weekend, with the festival saving the best for
last. Shelfon brought the house down, Playing songs from throughout his esteemed country music
career. He performed every top hit that a fan could have wished for such as "Mine Would Be You," "My
Eyes," and "Neon Light." Toward the end of his Performance, Shelfon brought if back to his first
single. "Austin," which created an uproar among the crowd as fans sang along to his old love song. He
ended the night with the "Boys Round Here" and had all of the men in the crowd fist-pumping and
screaming every lyric. After his act was over and the lights turned off on stage, the crowd began
chanting, "encore, encore, encore" to which Shelfon had already been prepared for. He proceeded to
Play "Footloose" and closed the concert with "God Gave Me You." His set list definitely included all of
his hit songs, which all of the fans were happy about. During the set, Shelton did have a few hiccups
such as switching two verses in one of his songs and repeating lines, but Shelfon would just raise his
black solo CUP to the audience in between songs and would keep the audience engaged with his fun
introductions to the songs. Overall Shelfon did not disappoint and was the perfect closing act.

Dierks Bentley: When "Drunk On A Plane" came on, almost everyone in that audience could be heard

belting out the lyrics. Bentley lived UP to the hype with tremendous energy and reenergized thousands
of exhausted fans who had been partying for almost a day straight. Not only did he get the crowd
excited, but he also cracked jokes and connected with the audience over drinks and laughs. His
performance of "5-1-5-0" set the tone for what turned out to be a very exciting hour of lively music.

Tim McGraw: Tim has a persona that just never goes out of style. He knows how to command the stage
and bring the audience to a lively karaoke party. He performed some old favorites like "Just to See you
Smile" and "Where the Green Grass Grows" which brought all of Tim's long-time fans to their feet and
sang along to his country crooning. When he (eft the stage toward the end of his set, fans began to
chant "USA, USA. USA," to get him back on stage to perform two more numbers. He closed with the
emotional and inspiring "Live Like You Were Dying," which sealed off his classic performance that had
many fans begging for more.

BitasttotdowK
Jake Owen: Although Owen was lively and
entertaining, he spent more time singing other
artists' songs than his own. On fop of that, he
only Played a small handful of his songs, and
(eft out a lot of his older hits that brought him
into the world of country music in the first
Place. He spent a lot more time talking than
singing, and even during a lot of his own
songs, he incorporated small segments of
songs by other artists, many of which were
not even country songs. When he did sing
songs everyone knew, however, he really got
the crowd going, which made his performance
a little bit better.

Photos Courtesy of Caroline Hooven/The Uista
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USD student's experience being stalked at the Santa Monica Pier
BROOKLYN DIPPO
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR
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FEATURE EDITOR
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Unfortunately next to
none of us were born looking like
Beyonce nor were we blessed
with her ability to just wake up
and be fabulous. It takes practice,
time and dedication to go out in
public looking presentable for the
majority of us females.
From a young age we are
taught what an appropriate public
appearance is and what a "you're
embarrassing to be seen in public
with" look is. We spend a ridiculous
amount of time on grooming,
double takes in the mirror before
heading out for the night, and
making sure that beach body is
intact. Along with the time and
effort girls put into getting ready,
looking this good breaks your bank
account. Time to get highlights and
a trim, $80. Actually I want long
hair, how about extensions? $200.
Gym membership? $40 per month.
Putting on mascara is such a hassle,
eyelash extensions? $70 per fill.
Waking up like this? Priceless.
The list goes on and on
from overpriced workout clothes
to waxing and shaping those
caterpillar eyebrows. Boys and
girls, I hate to break it to you but us
girls pay a large price to look this
good.
The real question is, why
do we break our bank accounts and
our backs just to look fabulous. Are
we doing this for ourselves or to
simply fit in and impress?
I am a firm believer in
doing whatever you need to, to
make yourself happy but there
comes a point when enough is
enough. Personally, I love my
eyelash extensions. I have no selfconfidence without them and that is
a bit ridiculous. Waking up flawless
is addictive, but once you start
obsessing and comparing yourself
to others it becomes a problem.
I would be. a hypocrite
if I advised you to just be happy
with what God gave you and go all
natural. Even my "I didn't get ready
and haven't slept in three days
look" still requires matching socks
and some form of effort. However,
I think it's time to cut back. If not
for your sanity, than at least for
your bank account. We should be
comfortable in our own skin, with
a few alterations if needed. But the
obsessing and stress that comes
along with waking up like this, are
not worth it.
Plot-twist,
we
don't
actually wake up looking like the
goddess actresses we see in the
' movies. We try our best, but the
bank account can only support our
grooming needs to an extent.
The
judgement
and
pressure to look a certain way needs
to simmer down. Stop comparing
yourself to the girl who brushed
her hair this morning. Do you and
just be proud that you woke up like
this.

This weekend I realized
that I don't know what my
boundaries are. I don't know «when to ask for help and I don't
think that most people do.
While I was in Malibu
for the weekend, my friends and
I took a trip to the Santa Monica
Pier. They had to go back to San
Diego a day before I so we split
ways at the pier at noon and I
figured I would make the most
of my $12 parking investment
and walk along the beach,
maybe even read a book in the
sand.
I walked under the pier
to the other side of the beach
and suddenly got the feeling
that I was being followed. I
looked behind me and saw a tall
and strong man with no shirt
on and his pants sagging. At
first I thought, maybe he is just
walking in the same direction
as I, it's a public beach after all.
But he was not deterred by my
glance in his direction.
Trying to give myself
a reason to change my path, I
pulled out my cell phone and
dialed a friend. I slowed down
my pace. He slowed down his.
"There is a huge man
walking behind me and I think
he is following me," I said into
the phone.
She told me I was
overreacting but while I talked
to her, I walked towards a couple
closer to the water. The man
followed me. He stayed about
ten-feet away but mimicked my
path perfectly.
By this time I was

looking around for help. I didn't
want to walk up to the storefronts
because there was a huge crowd
gathered for a slacklining
competition and I knew I'd be an
easy target there. There weren't
any lifeguards around either. I
felt so helpless and so alone. It
wasn't a matter of if this man
was going to grab me but when.
When I scanned the
beach, I saw a young man that
looked about my age reading
next to a lifeguard tower and
drinking Perrier. He looked like
safety. I hurried over to him and
sat down next to him without
hesitating.
"I hope you don't mind
if I sit with you. That man has
been following me," I whispered
as I sat. He reacted flawlessly.
"Hi sweetheart, I'm so
happy you found me! I hope you
haven't been walking around too
long," Chris said loudly enough
for the man to hear.
We began to talk to each
other and the man sat down in
the sand about 15 feet away from
us. He didn't take his eyes off of
me. I thought that this would be
the end. Surely he would leave
if he saw that I had a man to
protect me. But for two hours
while Chris and I got to know
each other under the strangest
of circumstance, the man didn't
take his gaze off of me. He
pulled his pants down further,
exposing the entirety of his
boxers. He was waiting for me to
be alone again.
When the wind started
to pick up, Chris and I left the
sand to check out the swings,
rings, and ropes at the outdoor
gym by the beach. I thought that
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The Santa Monica Pier where USD student was stalked,

I was finally free. But when I
flipped off a ring I saw the man
jogging towards us.
"He is still following
me," I said to Chris while I
pointed. "He is relentless."
The man got on the
same rings that I had just been on
moments before.
Chris told me then that
he had plans to meet a friend but
he wanted to walk me to my car
first. The man overheard him
and started walking a few feet
in front of us toward the parking
lot where my car was. That was
when I realized he had probably
been following me longer than I
thought.
Chris and I ducked
between cars to lose the man and
even though he made sure I got
in safely and locked the doors,

my hands were shaking when I
put the key in the ignition. Was
he going to pop out of nowhere
as soon as Chris walked away?
Was he waiting at the only exit
of the parking lot? My stomach
dropped as I felt alone again and
I couldn't shake the feeling that I
was being stalked.
This happened in a
public place, in broad daylight,
and I did everything I knew to
do. I went home, locked the
doors, ordered mace online,
and signed up for a self-defense
class. I'm still shaken up from
it. It was a missed connection,
barely.
Below are some tips
on what to do if you are ever
put into this type of situation
or do not feel safe in a public
environment.

Tips on what to do when you don't know

Danger isn't always lurking in dark alleys. It can be in broad daylight, public places, or among friends.
Officer Kelly Custer of the San Diego Police Department said that criminals often take advantage of the inattentive public. While people have
their guard up alone at nighttime, they might be more susceptible when they are relaxed with a group of friends.
"It happens all the time during the day. People hide in plain sight," Custer said.
The police department exists to protect and serve. Yet many people are hesitant to use its services, especially before a crime occurs.
"People are afraid to bother 9-1-1 but that's what it's there for,"Custer said."If you feel threatened, they have to respond."
Here are some tips to help protect you from preventable crime. If you ever feel threatened or anticipate that you might be a victim, don't wait
to call the police. The sooner that you call them, the quicker they can arrive to assist you.
If you have to walk alone...

It doesn't take much distance to be abducted,
mugged, or assaulted so plan on walking with
friends when you can. If you have to walk
alone, make sure to stay on well-lit paths
where you can't be cornered and stay alert. If
it is a trip that you have to make every day by
yourself, be sure to vary your route. Turn off
your music too — you can't hear someone
approaching with a headset in. And always
keep your cell phone close at hand and make
sure that it is charged; if no one else is around,
a call to 9-1-1 can be your lifeline. If you ever
feel unsafe walking by yourself on campus,
you can call the Department of Public Safety
for an escort.

If you think you're being followed...

The first thing you should do is switch direction,
whether you are on foot or in a vehicle. If the
person is still following you, move quickly to an
open store, restaurant, or lighted house and call
9-1-1 to report the situation so they can send
dispatchers out immediately. If you already are
in a public place, don't be afraid to ask someone
for help; isolating yourself only makes you an
easier target. Try to get an accurate description
of the stalker or a license plate number if they
are in a car, the more information you can give
to the police, the more they can protect you.

If you are being attacked...

If they want your belongings, give
them up immediately. Property can be
replaced but your life cannot. Also do
everything in your power to keep
people from getting into your car or
pushing you into theirs. When it comes
down to it, scream loudly and fight for
your life; the more attention you can
draw to yourself the more likely you are
to get away from your attacker. Contact
emergency officials as soon as you can
so they can get you to safety and arrest
the attacker.
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Snapchat is creating a worldwide community
Through the worldwide viewable Snapchat stories, a sense of community is created.

TAYLER REVIERE VERNINAS
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

Although Snapchat is
not a gaming application, this
popular form of social media
is raising the bar. According
to the Snapchat website, the
Community Geofilters are special
overlays for Snaps that can only
be accessed in certain locations.
Geofilters have created
a gateway for the entire world
to communicate with people
living around the world and
get a glimpse of their cultural
backgrounds.
In December
2014,
Team Snapchat announced their
Community Geofilter website
that offers the opportunity for
Snapchat users to choose a
geographic area in which they
wish to have an available filter.
This gives users a way to create
a piece of meaningful art that can
decorate and enhance the joy of
every snap.
According
to
the
Snapchat website, all of these
original artwork pieces must be
regulated and approved by the
Snapchat team.
With these Geofilters,
Snapchat has featured a variety of
Story events such as Coachella,
New
Orleans
JazzFest,
Supercross, and Stagecoach,
allowing users in the local area to
add to the Snapchat Story for all
users to view. Major cities and

countries such as Los Angeles,
Seattle, Chicago, Dubai, Delhi,
and Amsterdam, as well as several
others have also been featured on
the Snapchat Stories giving users
an insight on what it is like to live
in these places.
Some college campuses
even have a specific Geofilter that
is applicable to the school mascot
or campus location.
Freshman
Evan
Montag believes the worldwide
Snapchat Stories offer a sense of
community.
"You get to witness
other people's ways of living and
experience first hand what it is
like to be a part of a certain event
or city life," Montag said.
Unfortunately, the city
of San Diego does not have a
trademark geofilter nor has it
been featured on the worldwide
Snapchat Story.
Montag believes it is a
necessity for San Diego to have
its own Geofilter.
"San Diego needs to
have a geofilter and be featured
on the worldwide Story so we can
show other people in different
countries and cities the San Diego
lifestyle we get to enjoy," Montag
said.
Freshman
Julia
Torgerson was extremely excited
when her hometown Seattle,
Washington was featured as one
of the worldwide Snapchat Story
cities.

"It was sad at first
to watch all of the Snapchat
videos because it really made
me miss home," Torgerson said.
"However, it made me realize
there are many fun aspects and
activities in Seattle that I still
need to experience."
Snapchat has gone even
further than filters and worldwide
Stories adding a new way to
explore and stay connected
through Discover. According to
Team Snapchat it is a collaboration
of different editorial teams and
world-class leaders in media to
build a storytelling format that
puts the narrative first.
The Discover section
features different editions such
as CNN, Comedy Central,
Cosmpolitan,
ESPN,
Food
Network, National Geographic,
among others that include full
screen photos and videos, long
form layouts, and advertising.
Junior Alec Hartman enjoys using
the ESPN feature on the Snapchat
Discover.
"It is really interesting
because you can explore different
features in sports in order to read
about the latest topics," Hartman
said.
By scrolling through
the headlines, users can get a
synopsis of the article titles and
swipe up to read a detailed article
of the subject that interests them.
"When I scroll through
the different media sources, I have

access to articles from different
sources," Hartman said. "I feel a
deeper connection to the outside
world because it is a great way to
keep up with global news on an
application I enjoy spending time
on."
Not only does Snapchat
now provide features for people

around the world to catch a
glimpse of unique events and
places, but it also gives users
an opportunity to see what is
currently trending in the media
through Discover. Now, before
users snap a selfie for their local
story, they can swipe left to learn
more about local happenings in

discover

Screenshot courtesy of Kaitlin Goodhart/The Vista

Snapchat now features the Discover page on all users stories.

International Student Organization fashion show
ISO hosts the 30th annual international expo and cultural fashion show.

PATRICIA ACOSTA
CONTRIBUTOR

On April 24 , 2015
the
International
Student
Organization
(ISO)
traveled
around the world in less than two
hours. This was accomplished
through
the
30th
annual
International Expo and Cultural
Fashion Show held in the UC
forums at the University of San
Diego. This exhibition allowed
USD
international
students
to get involved on campus.
Between
applauses
and cheers, Andrea Young,
ISO
vice
president,
and
Claudio
Trespalacios,
ISO
president,
welcomed
the
public and started the show.
The
purpose
was
to
demonstrate
to
USD's
community
the
traditional,
colorful, and diverse costumes
and music of the countries the
international students come from.
It also allowed some students to
dress and model a gown from
another country, giving them
the chance to learn from it.
There were more than
30 countries represented at the
event. Starting the runway with
China and then traveling the
Asian continent with countries
including India, Saudi Arabia,
Thailand, Pakistan and more.
Then with a transatlantic leap to
America, countries like Mexico,
Colombia, Peru and El Salvador
took over the runway.Next up
were a few European countries

starting with France, Scotland,
Spain, Germany and some others.
Finally it was Africa's turn with
countries like Morocco, South
Africa, Ethiopia and Egypt.
Ana
Godinez,
an
international exchange student
from Mexico, represented her
country with a beautiful and
traditional Mexican gown from
the state of Veracruz. She loved
the idea of representing her
country at the fashion show.
"I really love my
country," Godinez said. "I think
it is a great opportunity to show
everyone else a piece of Mexico."
The show also featured
four cultural performances: a drum
piece from Africa, a traditional
Dragon dance from China, a
folklorico dance from Mexico,
and a flamenco dance from Spain.
The members of ISO
had been working on the fashion
show for the past three months.
"The event had a
great
turnout," Trespalacios
said. "It is really gratifying see
it happening. It is also really
touching to see USD support
the international community."
In
addition,
ISO
members collected donations for
a social organization GodFreds
Foundation,
co-founded
by
USD student Fredrick Benneh
Frimpong. The organization is
dedicated to helping children
in Senase, Ghana get a quality
education, and building and
operating low cost, private and
sustainable schools in the village.
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An international student models the traditional dress for her home country.

Photo Courtesy of Patricia Acosta

International students model the traditional European clothing and a dance.
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Balancing act

Inside the Actor's Studio: Jim Parsons
CAITLAN BERTRAM
CONTRIBUTOR

KEVIN KARN
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

@kkarn7
If you're like me, it is hard
to believe that April is coming
to a close. Between the steady
flux of campus events, music
festivals, and midterms, this
past month has left many to ask
themselves, "What happened?"
Well a brief recap of the overprogrammed month at USD would
include Relay For Life, PRIDE's
Drag Show, Mr. University,
Sexual
Assault
Awareness
Week, L.I.F.E. Week, multiple
theatre plays, baseball games,
Jim Parsons and other campus
speakers, and many other events
all within a three-week period.
While collaboration and
scheduling could be improved,
this is not the main issue. The
fact is that in this beautiful time
of the year where the summer
weather is kicking into gear and
the community is preparing to
send off seniors into the next
chapter of their lives, many
students are simply burnt out. In
fact, finals haven't even started
yet and the most popular phrase
at school seems to be, "I just want
this semester to be over already."
This
is
incredibly
disheartening -and problematic,
to say the least. Furthermore,
the people saying that phrase
are the same ones who break
up May chronologically into
three categories: Final papers
and projects, study days, and
finals. At first glance, it seems
like a reasonable thing to do.
Technically that is the way
in which the end of the year
transpires academically. But that's
the problem. It oversimplifies
the last three weeks and places
them into a purely academic lens.
Finals are important. Grades
are important.School is important.
But if anyone tries to convince
me that any of those things is
the most important, they'll have
a hard time getting me to agree.
What is important is not losing
sight of the priorities that you
have for yourself, and to make
time for those things amidst the
hectic sprint that is the end of the
year. Because when you get your
priorities mixed up is when stress
levels can reach all-time highs.
The first step is to identify
what matters to you. Try this:
make a list of the priorities in
your life. Then, directly next to
the first list, make a second list of
those priorities according to how
you actually live them. Chances
are the one on the left will start
with family or friends or faith or
even a hobby you are passionate
about. Now if your list on the
right matches your list on the
left, that's ideal. But it's usually
not the case. The right list often
reveals work or school as a top
priority, which does not line up.
We need to line up our
priorities and seek a sense of
balance in our lives. And finals
week? How about we rename it
to something more appropriate
like "just another week with
some finals." Now that sounds
a little less stressful to me.

On a campus tour of the
University of San Diego, a
popular stop is in front of Shiley
Theater in Camino Hall where
actor Jim Parsons shared the
stage nearly fifteen years ago.
Bazinga he's back! On
April 24, USD welcomed the
2001 alumnus, Jim Parsons
at their edition of "Inside the
Actors Studio." Parsons is
most well known for his role as
Sheldon Cooper on "The Big
Bang Theory," for which he has
won a Golden Globe award and
four Emmy awards.
Parsons credited his success
partially to his demeanor.
"I have a likeable, winning
personality," Parsons said.
Program Director Richard
Seer interviewed Parsons, his
former student, about his acting
career and accomplishments.
With every seat full, Parsons
shared untold stories about
his life goals and experiences.
There were more than 600
tickets purchased with proceeds
going to the Master of Fine Arts
Theatre program at USD.
Parsons
expressed
his
interest to be a meteorologist
growing up rather than looking

into an acting career.
"We got wild weather not
like [San Diego] and we got
hurricanes and they were the
coolest things," Parsons said.
"The fascination of weather was
the drama of it."
He failed
meteorology
class in his undergraduate at
the University of Houston and
pursued acting instead. He
appeared in 17 plays in two and
a half years.
In 2001, Parsons was one
of seven students accepted to the
Old Globe/USD Master of Fine
Arts (MFA) in Dramatic Arts
program. He did not initially
attend a graduate program right
after college because he was not
sure what career direction he
wanted to take.
"By the time I auditioned
for USD I knew exactly what I
wanted to do and why I wanted
to go to grad school," Parsons
said. "When I think of being here
in the program I can't believe it
was only two years."
After
graduate
school
Parsons headed to New York
where he performed in offBroadway
performances,
commercials, and TV pilots. He
got his big role as Dr. Sheldon
Cooper in 2006.
One freshman student,

Kathryn Forsythe, attended the
"Inside the Actors Studio" event
and was thrilled to see one of her
favorite actors in person.
"I loved being able to
hear about Jim Parsons' life
and realizing that he is so much
more than just Sheldon Cooper,"
Forsythe said. "It was awesome
to hear about his past and the
amazing other projects he has
been a part of."
Parsons expanded on that
idea, asserting that he is nothing
like the character Sheldon.
"I don't know anything
about comic books, Star Wars, or
science," said Parsons. "I bought
a Physics 101 book when I got
cast and gave up after three pages
when I saw the word Newton."
Parsons laughed and joked,
saying that if Sheldon was on
the USD campus he would be
hidden somewhere in the science
building, a place Parsons never
visited during his studies at USD.
"The Big Bang Theory"
is currently in its eighth season.
Parsons most recently starred in
the 2015 animated film "Home",
alongside Rihanna and Jennifer
Lopez.
He is currently focusing on
the Broadway play, "An Act of
God" in which he plays God. He
even performed a scene from the

opening of the play as well as
a rendition of the iconic "Soft
Kitty" song from "The Big
Bang Theory."
Parsons does not consider
himself rich and famous,
explaining how acting is not
a glamorous process and that
his fame comes from years of
honing his skills and sharpening
his craft.
Another student, junior
Madeline Kasik, described
her favorite memory from the
event.
"I appreciated how real
Jim Parsons was," Kasik
said. "He was both candid
and humble when describing
his experiences, particularly
how he approached fame and
acting."
Before the event Kasik
did not know much about Jim
Parsons and was not a fan.
"I hadn't really seen much
of him as an actor, but I came
out of the show loving him,"
Kasik said.
At the end, Parsons left
the audience with powerful
words of advice.
"Do what you want to
do," Parsons said. "Do what
you love and do it until you're
80. Don't force yourself to pick
a career path."

Photo Courtesy of Ryan Blystone

Jim Parsons and Director Richard Seer share laughter as they talk about Parsons time as a graduate student in the dramatic arts program at USD.

'Age of Adaline' filled with Lively performances
SARAH OFFERMAN
CONTRIBUTOR

For a movie that had me
on a rollercoaster of emotions,
I still found myself extremely
content when I left the theater.
This movie brings another angle
that recent movies just simply
haven't. Overall, I would highly
recommend it.
In "The Age of Adaline,"
Blake Lively stars as the main
character, Adaline Bowman,
a woman whose age becomes
mysteriously frozen in time at 29
years old.
As the world continues
to age around Adaline, she
develops not even the slightest
wrinkle which is thrilling for her
at first but eventually becomes

problematic, forcing Adaline to
live a life constantly on the run.
Until, of course, she meets
the man who changes her life
forever.
Michiel Huisman plays
Ellis Jones, a charismatic
philanthropist who stars as
Adaline's dashing love interest,
and reignites her passion for
adventure and romance. When a
weekend with his parents, played
by Harrison Ford Kathy Baker,
threatens to expose the truth,
Adaline makes a life changing
decision.
These two tell a remarkable
story about love, but when the two
of them are on screen, it's Lively
who commands the screen, not
Huisman. Huisman has proven
his acting ability on several

TV shows, including "Game of
Thrones" and "Nashville," but
he wasn't memorable enough
and didn't stand out as a big
screen leading man. And he's
no match for Lively's incredible
performance.
Many speculate that "The
Age of Adaline" is really all about
Blake Lively coming into her
own as a movie star. She made a
name for herself on TV's "Gossip
Girl" and movies like "Green
Lantern" and "Sisterhood of the
Traveling Pants." However, this
is the first major movie she has
truly carried, and she inevitably
has that X-factor: a warmth and
charm that seems effortless, with
that hint of aloofness that only
the major stars have.
Between the emotive scenes

and the daunting soundtrack, this
film in its entirety will pull on
your heartstrings while you're
traveling through generation to
generation. It's both exquisitely
executed and gorgeously told.

Photo Courtesy of Amazon
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Dancing for the angel of death: Liberation retold
JORDAN RODRIGUEZ

CONTRIBUTOR
On April 22, 2015 Dr.
Tobie J. Tondi's Holocaust class
hosted "The Liberated and the
Lost," a Holocaust Memorial
Event in Salomon Hall. During
the event, attendees were invited
to participate in an interactive
statistic exercise. As everyone
walked in they received a
pamphlet with either the word
lost or liberated written on it.
Those who received the word
lost were invited to sit, whereas
the liberated stood. More than
three-fourths of the room was
sitting down, representing the
amount of those who did not
survive the Holocaust.
Survivor, Dr. Edith Eger,
gave a personal testimony. She
has been interviewed on "The
Oprah Show" and CNN for her
perseverance and powerful story.
According to her personal
testimony, Eger escaped near
death through dance. She was
imprisoned along with her
family in a concentration camp
in Auschwitz in 1944. Her
parents were taken to the gas
chambers while her sisters were
chosen to work. During the camp
the infamous Dr. Josef Mengele,
known for his cruelty, wanted
to be entertained. Eger was a
ballerina and a trained gymnast
an she was suggested to dance
for him.
"With my eyes closed,
I am Juliet on the Budapest
Opera House stage starting a

mournful dance above the body
of Romeo," Eger said.
That night she was awarded
an extra piece of bread for
entertaining him. As a Jew in the
Auschwitz concentration camp
Eger learned to live her life as a
captive on a day to day basis.
"1 didn't say why me I said
what now?" Eger said. She was
liberated in 1945 by American
soldiers and continually thanks
the Invasion of Normandy for
her freedom.
In 1949 Eger came to
America without a penny in her
pocket. Eger found a job in a
factory where she claimed she
saw prejudice on a daily basis.
She used the colored bathrooms
even though she is Hungarian
and upon getting in trouble
claimed she was confused.
Eger also marched with Martin
Luther King Jr. in hopes of
slowly changing the systematic
discrimination she previously
witnessed.
"Someday we can empower
each other," Eger said. "Are
you going to live your life as a
survivor or as a victim?"
She went on to college
to receive her Doctorate in
Psychology, specializing in Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Senior Julie Barrowclough,
a member of Professor Tondi's
class, found Eger's presence a
remarkable pleasure.
"It was an incredible honor
to have Dr. Eger come speak
at our event," Barrowclough
said. "Not only was she able to

Photo Courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons/Sean Dreilinger

Dr. Edith Eger spoke about her survival during the Holocaust and the hardship she faced as a captive.

share her experiences from the
Holocaust. She was also able
to offer words of insight and
inspiration that rang true with
each of us. Every year there are
fewer and fewer survivors left,
and I think it's important that
they get the opportunity to share
their stories."
Senior Kelsey Engelhart,
another member of Tondi's
class, believes all those facing
adversity, even in contemporary
society, can take a lesson from
Eger.
"Keep hope and remember
in the words of Eleanor
Roosevelt, 'No one can make
you feel inferior without your
consent'."
Engelhart
said.
Engelhart said the purpose of

this event was to inspire the USD
community to think about recent
times of oppression in America
today and take a moment to
remember the past of not only the
United States, but of the world.
The
comparison
made
between America and
the
conditions Eger lived in during
the Holocaust inspired freshman
Pamela Tenorio.
"The
social
structure
stopping diversity during that
time is parallel to our history
in America," Tenorio said.
"Although it may not be to that
extreme, it was interesting to
compare how governments can
target a specific race."
Eger discussed relevant
lessons that freshman Chloe

Bittner also seemed to enjoy.
"I learned that you can
overcome
any
hardships,"
Bittner said. "You can live your
life in a positive way despite the
circumstances you've endured."
Eger spoke of an important
theme through her struggles:
people can unite each other in
times of diversity.
"We are future ambassadors
for peace and goodwill," Eger
said. "We can link the present
and the past with a common link:
remembrance."
Only time will tell how
those listening at this memorial
event will use Eger's words
to make this not only a better
community on campus, but
change makers of the world.

Tom Delonge: Album Review
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SEAN MURPHY

CONTRIBUTOR
Despite Tom Delonge's
recent exit from the fold of
iconic
90s
pop-punk
trio
Blink-182 earlier in 2015, "To
the Stars...Demos, Odds, and
Ends," released on April 21,
reflects Delonge's first
solo
album effort since his departure.
A native of Poway, Calif., Tom
Delonge is most known for his
pierced-lip and lowbrow antics
as former guitarist, founding
member, and co-lead singer of
Blink-182, as well as the front
man of alternative act Angels and
Airwaves.
Taking Delonge's
new
record seriously is a task in itself.
As a mixture of hardcore punk,
pop punk, and experimental
space rock, the cohesion of the
project is certainly in question.
Although Delonge mentioned
via Twitter that the album was to
delve into his "personal stash" of
songs, what could be construed
as manic creativity amid a very
public Blink-182 breakup could
also be interpreted as demos that
were meant for the band's album.
In the first track off "To
the Stars," called "New World",
Delonge addresses the recent

split with his signature sulky,
nasally vocals, whining that
there are, "Too many lies here,"
and, "I've lost the nerve, I'm
finalized." Furthermore, in the
music video accompanying the
track, Delonge parades around
San Diego with a battered Squier
Stratocaster duct taped together,
and takes a sledgehammer to
what looks like replicas of
Barker's drum kit and Hoppus'
bass. Life seems to prove
difficult when exiting a band that
has gone quadruple-platinum in
the U.S.
The second song, "An
Endless Summer," is by far the
most significant and enjoyable
offering from "To the Stars," in
that, the track is embossed with
the nostalgic sound of Blink's
mid-career sound reminiscent
of classics like "What's My Age
Again?"
Elsewhere,
tracks
like
"Circle Jerk Pits" succeed in
demonstrating Delonge's new
take on old-school punk. In
contrast, "The Invisible Parade,"
offers fans a worthwhile acoustic
ballad that is thoughtful and
melancholic. All that appears to
be lacking, though, is Barker's
cascade of staccato drumming.

Photo Courtesy of Amazon

and Hoppus' co-leading vocal
chords.
The
album
intends
to serve as a showcase of
Delonge's undisputed musical
talent. However, the endearing
moments of Delonge's obvious
musicianship are overshadowed
by his hectic producing skills.
His idea that giving the fans these
"songs without a home" will be a
valid stopgap measure to put to
rest the public finger pointing
that has transpired between
him and his ex-band members,
is farfetched. In other words,
Delonge's first solo album of
"odds" and "ends", reminds one
more of miscellaneous garage
sale trinkets, than that of a
poignant entry into the annals of
rock 'n' roll music.
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PLAYOFFS?

HUNTER JAMESON
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo

For basketball fans, the
NBA Playoffs are the perfect
dessert to the four-course meal
that was March Madness. There
are so many talented teams in the
NBA that even the experts do not
know what surprises each series
may bring.
The most exciting fact
about the Playoffs is that they last
about two months.
While the division and
conference championship rounds
are exciting, I am constantly
envisioning different scenarios
for the Finals. There are so many
strong teams in the Western
Conference that any team in the
top four spots could easily put
up a fight against any team in the
East.
There are certain matchups
that I also love to think about in a
Finals series. Could it be Stephen
Curry and the sharp-shooting
Golden State Warriors against
LeBron James and the ubertalented Cleveland Cavaliers?
That matchup is just one of the
many scenarios that would keep
me on the edge of my seat for a
week.
The Atlanta Hawks have
surprised me all season, but for
some reason I do not think they
have what it takes to win it all.
They may be talented, but they
are not used to playoff success,
and getting behind in a series
could cost them. They are the
No. 1 seed in the East, so I give
them the credit they deserve, but
the simple fact the Cavaliers have
LeBron James makes me want to
pick the Cavs. Point Guard Kyrie
Irving has played at an elite level
all season and should lead the
Cavaliers to the NBA Finals, but
defeating the Warriors in a series
would be a daunting task.
My not-so-sleeper team
is the San Antonio Spurs, who
just happen to be the defending
champions. The playoff legend,
power forward Tim Duncan,
just had his 100th playoff game
with at least 20 points and 10
rebounds.
The Los Angeles Clippers
might be the second-best team in
the West, so if they can survive
this round I wouldn't be surprised
to see them in the Finals. They
have such a cohesive unit that
works in ways the NBA is not
used to seeing.
Several players are looking
to put their name in the history
books as an NBA Champions.
Clippers' point guard Chris
Paul does not have a ring to
his name, and needs to shine in
these playoffs in order to have a
chance.
I believe that the Splash
Brothers, Curry
and
Klay
Thompson will bring the Warriors
a championship this season.

Photos Courtesy of USD Athletics

Left: Ben Wylly about to make contact with a delivery from a Portland Pilots pitcher. Right: Jesse Jenner celebrates after his walkoff single.

Torero baseball closes out the season
USD ranked No. 1 in WCC conference play
MATTHEW ROBERSON
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
@mroberson22

As the semester comes to a
close and students begin to pack
it in for the year, the University of
San Diego baseball team's year is
just beginning to heat up.
With over 80 percent of
the regular season schedule
completed, the Toreros have their
sights set on the stretch run and
ensuing postseason tournaments.
The West Coast Conference
Tournament will take place
from May 21 to 23 in Stockton,
California, and this year's squad
believes they have a legitimate
chance to bring home the title.
With that said, head coach Rich
Hill emphasizes living in the
present when he addresses his
team.
"We don't get caught
up in the future," Hill said. "We
are immersed in the moment,
working with desire and intensity
to improve daily."
This desire to improve
has
already
paid
massive
dividends, as the Toreros have
seen their record improve as
the season progresses. After a
disappointing 2-6 start to the
season, which included a three
game losing streak right out of
the gate, the team has won over
70 percent of their games since
that early rough patch.
The
team's
recent
success has included a five game
winning streak at Fowler Park
and a walk off win over the
University of Nevada Wolfpack.
Entering the eighth inning down

8-2, the Toreros rallied for six
runs in the bottom of the frame.
In typical Rich Hill fashion, the
Toreros scored the winning run
by playing a little small ball.
Junior shortstop Kyle
Holder led off the inning by
bunting for a base hit, and was
promptly moved to second base
on a sacrifice bunt by sophomore
outfielder Colton Waltner. The
game ended a batter later on a
walk off single by senior catcher
Jesse Jenner.
This comeback, while
somewhat unbelievable in terms
of the deficit overcame, never
seemed out of the question to
Coach Hill. He prides himself
on his team's ability to fight for
a victory in the game's latter
innings.
"We
always
talk
about there not being a clock in
baseball," Hill said. "We have a
saying too, '7,8,9 is Torero time!'
We always think and feel like
we'll own those innings."
In addition to owning
the seventh, eighth and ninth
innings the team has also enjoyed
great success in extra innings. In a
wild game against the conference
foes from St. Mary's College, the
Toreros scored two backbreaking
runs in the top of the 15th inning
to seal a victory.
The game began on Friday,
April 24 but was suspended after
11 innings due to darkness. When
the game resumed on Saturday
afternoon it took three innings
for either team to score, but the
Toreros broke through in the
15th thanks to RBI singles from
sophomore first baseman Ryan

Kirby and senior outfielder Grant
Melker.
With the season winding
down the Toreros have only
four more games remaining
at Fowler Park, a place where
they have played very well this
season. Coach Hill realizes the
importance of having a true
home field advantage, and is very
grateful of the support the team
has gotten.
"The energy at Fowler
Park fuels us," Hill said. "It feels
like there's a 10th man, a Seattle
Seahawks deal."

The team will be on the
road taking on the Loyola
Marymount Lions this weekend,
before returning home for a
game against the San Diego State
Aztecs on May 5, and a series
against the Pepperdine Waves
from May 8-10 to close out the
home schedule. As Coach Hill
alluded to, the Fowler Park 10th
Man can provide a huge spark for
the team. In these crucial games
to end the season, the 10th Man
could provide the spark which
carries a team to a conference
regular season title.

Remaining

Schedule

5/1 at Loyola Marymount

6:00 p.m.

5/2 at Loyola Marymount

6:00 p.m.

5/3 at Loyola Marymount

1:00 p.m.

5/5 vs. San Diego State

6:00 p.m.

5/8 vs. Pepperdine

6:00 p.m.

5/9 vs. Pepperdine

6:00 p.m.

5/10 vs. Pepperdine

1:00 p.m.

5/12 at Long Beach State

6:00 p.m.

5/13 at UC Riverside

6:00 p.m.
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USD Alumna excels at Boston Marathon
Kirsten Allan finished 38th amongst women in the 26.2 mile race
ELLIE MALET
CONTRIBUTOR

Thousands stood at the
starting line of the 2015 Boston
Marathon on April 20, ready to
face a rainy, cold and grueling
26.2 mile race. Among them was
University of San Diego alumna
Kirsten Allan.
In her second Boston
Marathon since graduating in
2012, Kirsten beat her own
personal record by five
full
minutes, placing her 38th overall.
This was an incredible
finish that she credits to her
training at USD, the community
of runners competing in the race,
and her inherent love of the sport.
Coach Will Guarino, the
current men's and women's cross
country coach, recruited Allan
while she was in high school, and
Allan ran for him during all four
of her years at USD.
Upon graduation in 2012
her running career did not end, as
Allan became an assistant coach
for the cross-country teams only
a few months after graduation.
"My experiences for the
past three years as an assistant
coach have been nothing short
of amazing," Allan said. "It has
been incredible to witness the
growth of the cross country and
track program here as both a
student-athlete and now coach.

It is truly an honor to work with
this group of athletes as well as
continue to learn and grow from
Coach Guarino."
Post-college,Allan
continues to run every day and
especially amped up her workouts
in 2015. To train for the Boston
Marathon, Allan said she relied
on the USD athletes to help her
train through the workouts.
The night before the Boston
Marathon this year was also filled
with Torero support, especially
from Coach Guarino.

Boston Marathon is something
that I think everyone should
experience. Whether you are a
spectator or runner, there is an
immense feeling of tradition and
togetherness on that day," Allan
said.
The
experience
of
competing the historic Boston
Marathon was not lost on Allan.
"The Boston Marathon is
a 26.2 mile celebration with the
visitors and residents of Boston
and the cities we run through to
the finish. All the volunteers and

"I run because I love to challenge myself I know
that sounds strange, but all runners are a little
unique
-Kirsten Allan
"We texted back and forth
and I told her that every marathon
is a beast that is waiting to be
tackled," Guarino said. "The
mental prep the night before was
the most important part of the
journey."
Having completed three
marathons, Allan explained that
the Boston Marathon is the most
special because it is the oldest
marathon in the United States; it
has been around for 119 years.
Aside from being the oldest,
it is also a marathon with an
incredible sense of community.
"To be a part of the

fans that stood in the rain for
countless hours inspired me to
keep running to the very end."
Being in this community
and experiencing this sense of
togetherness encouraged
her
to race through the rainy and
cold conditions, an unfamiliar
environment for a San Diego
runner.
Not all of Allan's success
can be attributed to training and
support, much of it comes from
her inherent love of the sport.
"I run because I love to
challenge myself I know that
sounds strange, but all runners are

a little unique," Allan said.
While Allan is still young
and exploring her options in the
world, running is one thing that
will certainly remain consistent.
She plans to move and
start Physical Therapy School
at the University of Colorado,
Denver in June.
After running the Boston
Marathon in 2 hours and 50
minutes, the 38th fastest time
amongst women, Allan has
qualified to compete in the
Marathon again next year.
Her future in running
marathons remains to be seen,
but will continue to improve.
"I'm not sure what the
future will hold for me and
marathons, but I am enjoying
getting better and faster every
year," Allan said.

Name

Time

35. Erin Dillon

2:49:59

35. Brittany Moran

2:49:59

37. Christine Shaw

2:50:06

38. Kirsten Allan

2:50:11

39. Alison Nolan

2:50:28

40. Bean Wrenn

2:50:32

Chargers' offseason filled with drama
location,
New
draft picks and contracts create controversy
NOAH HILTON
CONTRIBUTOR

It has certainly been an
interesting offseason for the San
Diego Chargers. From the ashes
of yet another season that fell
short of expectations, with the
Bolts being picked by many as a
favorite for a Super Bowl trip and
ultimately missing the playoffs
entirely, have emerged several
rumors that have likely caused
the jaws of hometown fans to
drop through the floor.
First, Los Angeles looms
as large as ever in the Chargers'
future. A joint proposal was
reached with the Oakland
Raiders, the team's biggest rival,
to share a new stadium in Carson,
California a few weeks ago, and
that proposal has since inched
closer towards reality. This past
week, the city council of Carson
unanimously approved a plan
with a privately-financed —
that is, not funded by taxpayer
dollars — cost of $1.7 billion
for a stadium that would house
the two teams if they decided to
move north.
Fueling these rumors even
further, a recent column in the
Los Angeles Times speculated
that the Chargers may in fact
be the frontrunners in the race
to Los Angeles at the moment.

Obviously, there are more than
a few bridges left to cross before
the franchise is actually on the
move, but the sheer breadth of
plausible
rumors, especially
recently, is surely disheartening
for fans hoping for the team to
remain in America's Finest City.
Talks of a move to Los
Angeles have also begun to
infect the team's locker room. It
appears, at least at the moment,
that the Bolts may end up making
the trek north without some of
their most established stars. AllPro safety Eric Weddle, known as
much for his wild beard as for his
clutch tackles, made headlines by
skipping voluntary workouts to
advocate for a contract extension
that would allow him to retire
as a Charger. The Weddle camp
claims to have been "completely
pushed aside" in contract talks up
until now.
While addressing the media
about the issue, General Manager
Tom Telesco emphasized the fact
that the workouts were, in fact,
voluntary, but it still can't be a
good sign when the defensive
leader of the team is frustrated
with the front office as Weddle
appears to be.
However, the Weddle
contract negotiations have not
even been the most noteworthy of
the offseason. Rumors have also

Photos Courtesy of Nathan Rupert

Philip Rivers and Eric Weddle, two of the Chargers longest tenured players, could be headed elsewhere.

surfaced recently that franchise
quarterback Philip Rivers could
be on the move as well. Rivers,
whose contract will expire after
the 2015 season, was quoted
saying that he would rather retire
than play for the team in LA.
Within the past week, trade talks
also began to come to light, as
the team, held a private workout
for highly-touted quarterback
prospect and Heisman Trophy
winner
Marcus
Mariota,
sparking speculation that the
Chargers might trade Rivers to
the Tennessee Titans for the No.
2 pick in this year's draft. This

would allow the Bolts to select
the dual-threat Mariota as the
centerpiece of the team's future.
Of course, with talented but
oft-injured running back Ryan
Mathews already gone to the
Eagles, this would also prevent
the Chargers from addressing
their most pressing need by
drafting either Melvin Gordon or
Todd Gurley to fill a nearly-vacant
backfield. To his credit, Telesco
admitted in a press conference
that "Philip's our quarterback
and it's our plan and intent that
he's our quarterback well into the
future" and that no actual trade

talks had occurred between the
Titans and Chargers.
With so many whispers
of change emerging from the
Qualcomm
Stadium
walls,
however, fans of the franchise are
justified in fearing the possibility
of rooting for a vastly different
football team come 2016. For
now, all the talks are still merely
speculation, though speculation
that has some serious merit to
it as well. That being said, the
situation certainly bears watching
this week, with the NFL Draft
scheduled for April 30 to May 2,
and in the months to come.
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USD men's tennis wins WCC Championship
Toreros will take on crosstown rival SDSU in NCAA tournament
BRITTANY HECKMAN
CONTRIBUTOR

The University of San
Diego Men's Tennis team has
been been excellent this spring,
going undefeated in their season
and taking home the win at
the West Coast Conference
Championships for the second
year in a row.
The team traveled to the
Barnes Tennis Center, where
they cruised through the quarter
and semifinals of the conference,
leading them to the finals where
they defeated the Pepperdine
Waves 4-1. Another exciting
achievement for the Toreros
is that they have sustained the
longest winning streak against
conference opponents in USD
program history.
But the history making is
still in progress, as big things for
the team are fast approaching.
Senior
tennis
player
Ciaran Fitzgerald realizes the
implications of his team's
excellent play.
"For us, winning out
the conference championship
this weekend could give us to
opportunity to host the first 2
rounds of the NCAA tournament
at USD for the first time ever,'!
Fitzgerald said.
The team has known for a
while that they had the talent.
"Our team has a lot of
talent, where we knew with these
bunch of guys that we could do

KELLY MCPHERSON

something special."
The team has worked
incredibly hard this season to
accomplish these goals.
Although the hours of hard
work, practice, and meetings
played a huge role in getting
the boys to where they are, the
chemistry between the team
members plays a significant role
in their success.
"Our work ethic during
practice and matches has been
fantastic,"
Fitzgerald
said.
"Everybody really brings it and
works hard for each other during
the matches."
But, it's not just the players
that make this team great. The
coaches have also been huge
contributors to the
team's
achievements,
namely
head
coach Brett Masi and assistant
coach Matt Brooklyn.
Masi and Brooklyn have
each helped to drive the team to
perform to their utmost potential.
"(Masi and Brooklyn) both
have a wealth of experience, as
players and coaches", Fitzgerald
said.
The dynamic duo of
coaches has proved to be the
perfect combination of coaching,
bringing the Toreros to the
championships two years in a
row.
"The passion and desire to
succeed (Masi) shows really rubs
off on the guys, not only this year
but every year," Fitzgerald said.

Although
Brooklyn
is
relatively new to the Torero
family, he has also greatly
influenced the team.
"He was one of the best
college tennis players during his
time at UCLA and ASU, so we
are really lucky to have him here
as a coach, he's been brilliant,"
says Fitzgerald.
Several members of the
team were acknowledged for
their outstanding performance in
the conference this weekend.
Junior Jordan Angus and
Sophomore Filip Vittek were
honored as All-WCC Tournament
Selections for both singles
doubles. Senior Ciaran Fitzgerald
and Sophomore Geoffrey Fosso
were also recognized for their
doubles performance.
The team has been selected
to play the San Diego State
University Aztecs on May 8 at
Marks Tennis Stadium on the
campus of the University of
Southern California.
Since Brett Masi took
over as head coach in 2009, the
Toreros have made the NCAA
Tournament every single year.
They hope to turn this year's
appearance into a deep run into
the tournament.
Since joining Division-I in
1980 the Toreros tennis program
has appeared in the NCAA
Tournament a total of 11 teams,
advancing as far as the second
round.

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

The Toreros captured their third West Coast Conference.

Q & A with golfer Colin Pearson

CONTRIBUTOR

This week we
caught up with junior
University of San Diego
Men's Golfer, Colin
Pearson.
Colin Pearson is
a small town boy with
a great sense of humor
who loves In-N-Out and
professional ping pong just
as much as he likes to play
golf. He has high hopes for
his team and his career.

Hometown:
Fort Dodge, Iowa
Major:
Communication studies
Year:
Junior
Sport:
Golf
The Vista: Did you play
any other sports growing
up?
Pearson: Football,

basketball, tennis, and
swimming. Also I was
the 8th grade Ping Pong
champ!
TV:Why did you choose to
play here at USD?
P: Location, it's warm, and
great golf courses. Plus
there is an In & Out four
minutes from campus
TV: What is your favorite
thing about golf?
P: You get to miss lots of
school and travel across the
country.

Three fun facts about Colin Pearson
TV: Who is your favorite
golfer?
P: Gary Woodland
TV: What sports do you
follow most besides golf?
P: College football,
professional ping-pong
and Sumo Wrestling
TV: What is your favorite
sports team?
P: Green Bay Packers

1. I've had over 20 surgeries.
2.1 play the piano.
3. I've been skiing and
snowboarding since I was six years
old.

TV: What are your goals
both personally and as a
team for this season?
P: Well as a team we want
to make it to nationals.
Personally, I want to help
the team out as much as I
can.
TV: Do you want to
become a pro after college?
P: I feel that it would be a
possibly, but my real dream
is to become a superhero
and protect America.

Colin Pearson, a junior golfer, shares his thoughts on In & Out and ping-pong.

