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USD President and General Counsel
uninvite Maddox Lyons from drag
event 24 hours beforehand
Lyons, transgender teen and published author, uninvited for disputed reasons
TYLER PUGMIRE
NEWS EDITOR
TAYLOR DEGUZMAN
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
KARISA KAMPBELL
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
Maddox Lyons, a 13 year-old
transgender teen and published
author of picture book “I am
Not a Girl” had his invitation
to speak at “A Celebration of
Gender Expression: Supreme
Drag Superstar” (SDSX) revoked
by President James T. Harris III,
D.Ed., and Tom Skinner, general
counsel for USD less than 24
hours before the event began.
Originally,
Lyons
was
invited to speak at SDSX as a
main educational component
because of his book — which he
wrote as a tool for cis children
to build empathy, according to
his website. He was uninvited
on Thursday, April 22 according
to an email from Evelyn Kirkley,

Ph.D., co-advisor of the SDSX
planning committee. Harris and
Skinner revoked the invitation
via Zoom call on the claim that
risk management protocols were
not followed in accordance with
university regulations regarding
the “appropriate policies for
children’’ that protect the
university and children invited
to campus, according to Skinner.
The SDSX planning committee
refutes this narrative.
Beyond
the
claims
of
negligence
regarding
risk
management protocols, SDSX’s
co-advisors Kirkley and Greg
Prieto, Ph.D. report being told
that another reason for why Lyons
was no longer invited was because
“a drag show is an ‘inappropriate
venue’ for a minor to serve as a
guest speaker.”
According to Kirkley and
Prieto this reasoning was brought
to their attention by Cynthia
Avery, assistant vice president,
Student Affairs. However, Skinner
disputes that this was the basis for
the decision.

Prieto highlighted in an email
sent by Avery, that the policy
which claimed children that are
expected to be accompanied and
supervised at all times by their
parent(s) or legal guardian(s)
are not expected to follow the
procedures that fall under a
“covered program.” According to
the University’s “Child Safety at
USD” page, covered programs are
“University-operated
activities
and programs in which Minors
will be physically present and
participating (both on USD
property or at off-campus
location).”
Despite Harris and Skinner’s
decision to exclude Lyons from
SDSX on Friday, April 23, the
SDSX committee decided to make
note of the rescinded invitation
during the event and shared part
of the speech that Lyons had
written with the audience, in
addition to information on where
to find his book.
In SDSX’s official account
of the events, Prieto shared his
frustration and disappointment

regarding the decision to uninvite
Lyons from speaking at the drag
show.
“Since Maddox had the
complete support of his parents
to participate, this decision seems
paternalistic at best, censorship
at worst,” Prieto wrote. “The
decision sent a message to
LGBTQ+/TNBGNC [Trans / NonBinary / Gender Nonconforming]
students, faculty, and staff
that they are unwelcome and
unworthy.”
This is not the first time
members
of
USD’s
queer
community have felt targeted on
campus, especially in regard to
the university’s interactions with
SDSX.
According to an email
written by Kirkley, recording and
distribution of the drag show was
heavily restricted from 2012 to
2019. She also wrote that in 2019
the university asked students
and faculty to take down any
social media posts regarding the
upcoming SDSX show.
“From our perspective, our

Toreros miss chances to stun Cougs
in Provo

Offensive struggles, defensive errors hurt USD softball in three losses at BYU
ERIC BOOSE
SPORTS EDITOR
The Toreros could have stolen
one, even two games from BYU
last weekend, if they had played
perfect softball. All three of the
Cougars’ runs in game one came
from USD errors, and the Toreros
had a 3-1 lead early in game
two. But perfection is difficult to
achieve, and San Diego came up
short as BYU swept the series to
remain unbeaten in West Coast
Conference play.
Both game one of
Friday’s
doubleheader
and
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university leaders engage in
this practice of invisibilizing the
event in response to conservative
blowback to the drag show,”
Prieto
wrote.
“Instead
of
defending the event as aligned
with USD’s Mission and Values
and Catholic Social Teaching, the
university has consistently sought
to contain the event and keep it
under wraps.”
From the administrative
perspective,
USD
General
Counsel Thomas Skinner was the
person who advised Harris via
Zoom call to remove Lyons from
speaking at the drag show.
“This decision came strictly
from a procedural standpoint,
it was not substantive,” Skinner
said. The procedure in place
comes from the “Policy on Safety
of Minors in University Programs
and Activities,” which states that
all minors that come on campus
must register themselves in the
Covered Program for Minors
Registration System.
Lyons being uninvited to

@theusdvista uofsdmedia.com
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Earnshaw and BYU’s senior
Autumn Moffat-Korth. Errors
cost Earnshaw dearly in the first
matchup, a 3-1 Cougar victory,
and she couldn’t keep the hosts’
offense down forever in game
three, the Toreros losing 3-0.
On the other side, Moffat-Korth
earned WCC pitcher of the week
honors for her work over the
weekend.

Game two, the second of
Friday’s doubleheader, had the
makings of a third pitcher’s duel
early, but San Diego’s starter,
first-year McKenna Braegelmann,
left the game in the third inning,
and BYU’s offense exploded
after that, ending the game early
thanks to the WCC’s run rule,
carrying an eight-run lead into
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USD updates COVID-19 protocols
to fit Orange tier requirements
USD is able to loosen restrictions to allow for opportunities for socialization
on campus for up to 50 people
KARISA KAMPBELL
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
As San Diego begins to recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
San Diego County has been
able to successfully move into
the moderate Orange tier. In
accordance with this tier’s county
guidelines, USD has been able
to modify some current policies,
allowing for less strict on-campus
rules and more flexibility with
social interactions.
In an email sent on April 20,
Donald Godwin Ph.D., assistant
vice president and dean of
students announced the new
on-campus protocols for the
Orange tier to be implemented
immediately.
“Our Core Connect Program
will progress to Orange — ‘Finally
at 50,’” Godwin wrote. “I am
writing to provide you some

information regarding other
changes on campus.”
As outlined on the Core
Connect website and in the email
sent out by Dr. Godwin, approved
social events are now allowed to
gather on campus with up to 50
people. Student organizations
must submit an EvR (Event
Registration) and trained student
Core Connect Safety Monitors
must be present at all events.
Junior Nick Stineman, a
student who is currently trying
to get approval for University
Ministry’s Men’s Group to meet
on campus shares his frustration
about the rigorous requirements
to meet in groups on campus.
“It feels like they’re trying to
make it so that students don’t want
to gather on campus Stineman
said. “There are so many hoops
to jump through for organizing
any type of gathering on campus
that it seems impossible to get

anything done. There is a two
week waiting period for official
approval that comes with it all.
The whole process is just pretty

are required to be tested. No offcampus guests are permitted.”
Lounges located in residence
halls are now open for students to

think we deserve that after the low
COVID cases,” McPhail said. “As
students, we need opportunities
to have a social life and this is a

“It feels like they’re trying to make it so that students don’t
gather on campus. There are so many hoops to jump through
for organizing any type of gathering on campus that it seems
impossible to get anything.”
-Nick Stineman
ridiculous.”
Additionally,
news
regarding residential life was
also announced. Students are
now allowed to have one other
residential student guest in their
rooms.
“Residential students may
have one guest in their living
space,” Godwin wrote. “Guests
should be limited to students
living in USD sponsored housing
only, since all residential students

use for socializing and studying.
Capacities are posted on a sign
in front of each lounge, and face
coverings and social distancing
are expected while using these
spaces.
First-year
student
Gage
McPhail shares his thoughts
on the updated COVID-19
regulations.
“It’s looking like a step in the
right direction — a good step to
going back to normal life and I

promising sign.”
While the pandemic continues
to be a substantial obstacle to
safe campus life, the steps the
university is making provides
some relief to social constraints
previously placed on students
while in more restrictive tiers.
With the new parameters,
students should be able to safely
socialize together and experience
a more normal, if still regulationheavy, end to the semester.

From criminalized to capitalized:
Cannabis today in light of 4/20
An examination of marijuana and the history between the substance and the U.S.
RAMONA TELLEZ
CONTRIBUTOR
Weed, kush, pot, marijuana —
regardless of the title, it is likely
students have some familiarity
with cannabis. According to a
study by Narconon International,
over 50% of adults in the U.S.
have smoked it in their life, and
this number is likely to increase as
legalization continues. Where this
herb is permitted recreationally,
shops can be found that resemble
candy stores. Various strains
of the drug — with names such
as Birthday Cake or Bubbha
Kush — are sold by the gram,
ounce, or in any number of edible
concoctions. And understandably,
a lucrative market has grown
from this product; legalized
weed is estimated to be a $50
billion industry by the Drug
Policy Alliance. Yet, this mindset
surrounding cannabis has not
always been the case. For decades,
the selling of marijuana took
place in dark alleyways and street
corners. Growing, distribution,
and possession of this drug were
highly criminalized, with specific
communities disproportionately
targeted. While many celebrated
April 20th as the unofficial ‘weed
holiday,’ many also grieved; for
family members remaining in

prison for marijuana possession,
for inner-city neighborhoods
rapidly gentrified, and for the
marginalized peoples who have
suffered from the exploitation of
cannabis.
Cannabis was first introduced
to the U.S. in 1910 through an influx
of refugees during the Mexican
Revolution. While essentially
banned by the Marijuana Tax
Act of 1937, cannabis continued
to gain popularity and by the
1960s was a prominent aspect of
American culture. However, the
1970s proved a drastic change.
Early into this decade, President
Richard Nixon declared a War
on Drugs, greatly intensifying
criminalization
under
his
leadership that fed into the
Reagan administration. In the
words of Nixon, illicit drugs
were “public enemy number
one.” In some cities, marijuana
incarceration jumped as much as
882%, as reported by the Drug
Policy Alliance. Federal drug
control forces increased in size
and no-knock warrants were
promoted. Today, it was found
by the Prison Policy Initiative
that over 450,000 people remain
incarcerated for non-violent drug
charges.
The War on Drugs was made
out to be a racially unbiased
crackdown, with
the
high

incarceration of Black people an
unfortunate byproduct of higher
drug use in the Black community.
However, it has been exposed in
recent years that marijuana usage
among racial demographics was
proportional, but criminalization
was deliberately not. John
Ehrlichman, who served as
Nixon’s Domestic Policy Chief,
released the following statement
in 1994:
The Nixon campaign in 1968,
and the Nixon White House
after that, had two enemies: the
antiwar left and Black people.
We knew we couldn’t make it
illegal to be either against the
war or black, but by getting the
public to associate [hippies and
Blacks] with marijuana … and
then criminalizing it heavily, we
could disrupt those communities
... Did we know we were lying
about the drugs? Of course we
did.
While
these
politicians
presented an apparent view of
neutrality, this insight exposes
the truth: the War on Drugs was
a manifestation of racist ideology.
Ironically, this period of
intense
criminalization
was
followed by a push for drug reform
and the eventual legalization of
cannabis. Regardless of the War
on Drugs, many Americans still
used marijuana both medically

and recreationally. Often, this
was done by white people who
were less likely to be targets of
arrests. As a result of continued
practice and increased research
by pharmaceutical industries,
the state of California passed
Proposition 215 and became the
first state to legalize medical
marijuana in 1996. Since this
historic date, 35 other states,
Washington D.C., and the U.S.
territories have enacted similar
laws or propositions. This opened
a door for a social movement
that called for the legalization
of
recreational
marijuana.
Protestors took to the streets,
calling out the racial bias of
drug arrests and advocating for
a reallocation of police funding
away from marijuana crackdowns
and into community programs.
In response, Washington and
Colorado became the first two
states to legalize the use of
recreational marijuana among
adults in Nov. 2012. As of today,
14 additional states have legalized
recreational
use,
including
California.
While a win for the Black
community
in
terms
of
criminalization,
there
were
unforeseen
consequences
to
this legalization as well, one of
which is gentrification. In some
neighborhoods, the presence of

high-end pot shops drastically
changed
socioeconomic
demographics. Rent prices shot
up, and displacement of families
and individuals was common.
Additionally, this demographic
was denied the opportunity to
profit off legalized marijuana.
Though Black people have long
practiced cultivation of the crop,
a survey by Marijuana Business
Daily found that 81% of cannabis
executives are white while only 4%
are Black. While many systematic
factors play into this statistic, a
large contributor is the fact that
those with drug-related offenses
are not permitted to be employed
at dispensaries.
Regardless of one’s personal
attitude toward the drug, it must
be recognized that cannabis
is very present in our society.
Therefore, in order to promote
a culture of justice, equitable
cannabis practices must also be
promoted; reparations must be
made to targeted communities
through the support of minorityowned dispensaries, and those
in prison for non-violent drug
offenses must be released with
their crimes expunged. America is
a nation riddled with inequalities
— the criminalization and
capitalization of cannabis does
not have to be one that stains this
country any longer.
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Transgender teenager uninvited
from SDSX event
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General Counsel advised President Harris to revoke invitation
Lyons from Page 1

the event — just 24 hours prior
— was shocking to Prieto and
SDSX because they believed the
university knew that Lyons was
speaking at SDSX since the fall.
Prieto claimed that the university
and administrators were given
substantial time to raise any
necessary concerns well before
the event.
“While Harris and Skinner
may have not known about the
event directly, it is both Cynthia
Avery’s, Assistant Vice President,
and Michael Lovette-Colyer’s, Vice
President for Mission Integration,

responsibility to make sure that
the drag show follows the norms
of the university,” Prieto said.
“Because they were aware that
Maddox Lyons was speaking at
the event since the fall, and raised
no issue, it seemed fairly clear
that we were covered by senior
administrators.”
Although
senior
administrators were allegedly
informed about this event in
the fall, Skinner claims that
the situation was brought to
his attention for the first time
on Thursday, April 22, which
was simply too late for all of the

protocols to be followed. The
background check section of the
policy states that all university
employees must “submit to a
criminal background check and
to receive clearance to participate
before they may care for,
supervise, work with, or otherwise
come into contact with minors
who participate in the Covered
Program.”
Skinner stated that this could
not be done overnight, and this
would apply to any minor that was
coming to speak on campus.
According to Skinner, Harris
encourages Lyons to come back

and speak on campus, whether
that be later in the semester or
next fall, if he is willing to come
back.
Jess Fernandez De La O, a
first-year student who attended
the event said that Lyons not
showing up was shocking.
“They had the audience
anticipate this guest speaker.
Our first assumption was that
there was a time conflict, but then
they shared that the university
uninvited him,” Fernandez De La
O said. “Being a contemporary
Catholic university who prides
itself in being inclusive and

understanding, you would think
they would be progressive about
issues like this. I don’t know why
the university uninvited him, but I
can only assume it is because they
decided they are not comfortable
with sharing his story.”
While Skinner continues to
emphasize that this decision was
simply procedural, there is a
long, tumultuous history of the
university’s interactions with the
LGBTQ+ community that makes
it difficult for the community to
feel seen, supported, and heard.
At this time, there are no plans for
Lyons to speak on campus.

USD mandates COVID-19 vaccination
for students on-campus next semester
USD takes next step toward a full return of in-person campus activities in the fall
YANA KOURETAS
CONTRIBUTOR
With the end of the semester
approaching, USD announced
their decision to make getting
a COVID-19 vaccination a
requirement for those choosing to
live in on-campus residence halls
or attend in-person classes for the
Fall 2021 semester. Although the
Student Health Center (SHC) is
still working toward attaining a
larger vaccination supply for the
USD community, the hope is that
in the upcoming weeks greater
amounts of students will be able
to get vaccinated on campus
before the semester ends.

All
faculty,
staff,
and
administrators
have
already
been extended the option to be
vaccinated on campus and this
will continue to be an option for
them moving forward. Now that
this first step is underway, the
effort has primarily shifted to the
largest unvaccinated population
on campus — the students.
With this in mind, the
university has recognized that
students will have varying
access to a vaccination site once
back at home for the summer.
Those who don’t obtain their
doses on campus before the
semester ends are urged to seek a
vaccination opportunity at home.
Likewise, individuals can make
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appointments elsewhere in San
Diego at locations such as county
sites or a local pharmacies if an
opening presents itself quicker
than on campus. In fact, on April
25, USD announced the opening
of a county site vaccination center
on campus, located at the West
Parking Structure, which invites
students and employees alike to
get their doses here. This spot is
not facilitated by the SHC, and
therefore appointments have
to be made through the county.
Even so, this presents a second
vaccination setting on campus for
university members, increasing
the accessibility of vaccinations
for students.
Additionally, USD has already

begun planning to accommodate
students who will return in the
fall without the vaccine, and are
still looking to get it. USD expects
vaccines to still be acquirable
through the SHC at that point,
and the school intends to focus on
supporting international students
returning from other countries
who may have had very limited,
or no access to vaccines.
While the university cannot
account for the actions of each
student, the school will continue
to motivate students to do their
part and get vaccinated in the
most convenient location for
them, as voiced by the director of
the SHC, Pamela Sikes.
“We want all students to get
vaccinated as soon as possible
whether that’s on campus, in San
Diego, or their hometown,” Sikes
said. “The SHC is planning on
having COVID vaccines available
at the beginning of the Fall
semester for those who have not
yet received it.”
Regardless of this requisite,
an exemption from the COVID19
vaccination
requirement
can be pursued. Individuals on
campus have the capacity to fill
out a waiver form where they
can petition for an exemption
to the vaccination requirement.
This can only be granted on the
condition that they attend weekly
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COVID-19 testing appointments
and quarantine on campus should
they be exposed to COVID-19 in
some way.
For students who come back
to campus fully vaccinated in
the fall, whether or not there
will be new testing procedures
or no required COVID-19 testing
at all is something that can not
yet be determined by USD. In
any case, Sikes and the rest of
the administration will stay alert
for new information that can be
implemented in the fall to ensure
a seamless transition back to inperson instruction and activities.
“There will probably be new
tests available and new testing
recommendations,” Sikes said.
“However, without having the
ability to foresee the future
clearly, I do think that those who
are vaccinated may not have as
stringent testing requirements as
those who are unvaccinated.”
There is no guarantee that
this plan will reinstate a sense
of normalcy and routine back on
campus in the fall. Even so, the
USD Vaccination Action Plan
calls for student cooperation to
help build that added layer of
protection for the community in
the fall, and to increase the amount
of in-person course instruction,
research opportunities, and oncampus activities offered.

The USD Vista publication is written and edited by USD students
and funded by revenues generated by advertising and a student fee.
Advertising material published is for information purposes only
and is not to be construed as an expressed or implied endorsement
or verification of such commercial venues by the staff or University.
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Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The USD Vista office.
Letters should be limited to 300 words and must be signed. For
identification purposes, USD identification numbers and writer’s year
must be included in the letter. The USD Vista reserves the right to edit
published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for
publication unless otherwise stated.
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It’s time to fix the cracks within the marble
President Biden and House Democrats make big moves to restructure the
U.S. Supreme Court
BAYLYNNE BRUNETTI
ASST. OPINION EDITOR
On April 9, President Biden
signed an executive order
to establish a Presidential
Committee on the Supreme
Court of the United States. This
executive order marks the first
major step to look at Supreme
Court reform since President
Franklin D. Roosevelt and his
push to “pack the Court” in
order to push forth his New Deal
legislation.
The executive order creates a
short-term bipartisan committee
with several functions to
analyze the Supreme Court
and the nomination process.
Notably, in recent years the
Supreme Court has become a
hyper-partisan hotspot with
Democrats and Republicans

wars have become the new norm
as both sides battle to win the
ideological balance of the Court.
With the hyper-partisanship in
the U.S., the Supreme Court has
quickly become a political pawn
— a dangerous entity to become.
The
executive
order
states under Sec. 3 that one
of the committee’s duties is
to produce an account of the
contemporary
commentary
and debate about the role and
operation of the Supreme Court
in our constitutional system.
The next duty is stimulating
a conversation about the
functioning of the constitutional
process by which the President
nominates. Their final duty is, by
and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, appointing
Justices to the Supreme Court.
Establishing this committee
is one of the most important steps

the nomination of the most
unqualified justice of all time,
Amy Coney Barrett, before
the late Justice Ruth Bader

to Supreme Court reform. The
court is very rapidly declining
in its power and integrity due to
the nominations within the last
four years. Most notably, Senate
Republicans’ unconstitutional
effort that blocked President
Obama’s
Supreme
Court
nomination of Merrick Garland
in 2016. Additionally, in 2020,
the Republicans pushed through

Photo taken in Washington D.C. in front of the Supreme Court of The United States.

a case, the population of the
United States was 3,929,214.
Now, our population is over 328
million people. As the Supreme

It is time to add more justices to the court that can open the
horizons for representations.
Ginsburg’s body was even laid
to rest and after 60 million
Americans had voted.
It is likely this committee
will look at reform that includes
some Senate accountability.
The root of the Supreme

legislation on April 14 to expand
the Supreme Court from nine to
13 justices, joining progressive
activists pushing to transform
the court. This argument to
expand the Court will likely be
examined by the new committee.

Court is handling cases that
concern not only the healthcare
of millions of people but also
human rights issues, it is time
to add more justices to the Court
that can open the horizons for
representation.

The Court itself is in crisis because of the actions of presidents
and senators past.
Court nomination control and
hypocrisy has stemmed from
Mitch McConnell in the last
decade. The former Senate

The executive order creates a short-term bipartisan committee
with several functions to analyze the Supreme Court and the
nomination process.
clashing on nominations in
the Senate. It has not always
been this way; Antonin Scalia,
a staunch constitutionalist and
conservative on the bench, was
confirmed 98-0. Additionally,
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
who was a liberal and more of a
judicial activist, was confirmed
96-3. This is proof that within
the last decade, confirmation

balance for years to come.
Additionally,
according
to NBC News, Congressional
Democrats
introduced

majority leader has garnered too
much power in the nomination
process — especially for being
a Senator from Kentucky.
Kentucky’s
population
is
nowhere near representative
of the United States. A senator
from a state that small should
not have had the power he had
to set up the Supreme Court to
have a conservative ideological

As previously stated, there
is a reluctance associated with
expanding the Supreme Court
due to the negative connotation
associated with expansion under
FDR and his court-packing
bid. However, with significant
population increases and stark
ideological differences, it is
pertinent to add seats to the
Court.
By redistributing the number
of justices to 13, we see equal
representation for all the
districts for the U.S. Courts of
Appeals. This number is still a
small enough number for general
consensus but large enough
to give more representation to
the people. Around the time
the first Supreme Court heard

The Court itself is in crisis
because of the actions of
presidents and senators past.
When the integrity of the Court
is called into question, the Court
loses its power.
There are several steps to
restructuring the Supreme Court
in its capacity to help make it
less of a political pawn between
parties and the new commission
will likely explore all of those
options.
For the sake of the Supreme
Court and its integrity, it is
imperative we fix the cracks
within the marble or we risk
losing an entity meant to right
legislative wrongs, one of the
biggest checks we the people
hold against the government.

Photo courtesy of Claire Anderson/Unsplash

The views expressed in the editorial and op-ed sections are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the
University of San Diego, or its student body.
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It’s not a competition; everyone is struggling
Life is hard. We don’t need to make it harder.
JENNY HAN
ASST. OPINION EDITOR
It’s no secret that this
pandemic has been difficult
for many people for several
different reasons. For many
college students, the pandemic
ruined what was supposed to be

objective severity of someone’s
misery isn’t how one should
determine the legitimacy of that
grief. It’s time we stop engaging
in the Suffering Olympics.
The suffering Olympics refers
to the tendency people have to
prove that they have it harder
than everyone else or when
someone tries to prove that the

one.
We need to acknowledge that
everyone has different levels
and abilities to handle negative

Imposing this way of thinking is toxic
and helps no one.
emotions and circumstances. In
addition, everyone has different

For many college students, the pandemic ruined what
was supposed to be a period of career exploration, lifelong
friendships, and learning opportunities.
a period of career exploration,
lifelong
friendships,
and
learning
opportunities.
However, it’s easy to feel guilty
about feeling terrible especially
when others around us seem
to have it much worse. It also
doesn’t help that members of
Gen Z are often mocked and
stereotyped by others as being
“snowflakes.” However, the

problems you have aren’t so bad
compared to others. No matter
what form this mental game
takes, the Suffering Olympics is
a shaming technique. It implies
that if you aren’t first place, if
you aren’t living through the
worst-case scenario, you have
no right to feel the way that you
do. However, imposing this way
of thinking is toxic and helps no

embarrassing. We need to stop
judging people based on our own
standards and instead take a
moment to step into their shoes.

definitions of what constitutes a
bad situation worthy of stress in
the first place.
A test that might be a
nuisance to one student might
be the trigger to a mental
breakdown for another. To
some people, getting a C as a
grade is worthy of celebration.
For others, getting anything
less than an A is shameful and

This doesn’t mean that
you should let that stress or
sadness consume you. I don’t
think complaining for the sake
of complaining is productive in
the long run. However, it doesn’t
mean that what you’re feeling
in that moment is inherently
good or bad. Acknowledging
the way that you feel is much
more productive and healthier
than burying those emotions
out of shame, because you can
only solve problems once you
acknowledge that you have a
problem.
Some may say that this
doesn’t change the fact that
others objectively are worse off.

They might be right. But it begs
the question: how does that
correlate? There is no inherently
universal rule that only one
person can be struggling at any
given moment in time.
In addition, there is no
possible way to fully understand
the severity of a situation that
you haven’t lived through. People
are allowed to be miserable at
varying degrees at the same
time. People are allowed to
struggle in their own lives.
There are some things
worth competing for. However,
competing on the basis of
struggles ultimately helps no
one.
At the end of the day, we all
have our own problems. Life is
suffering. Instead of shaming
others for having problems,
we should aim to listen to one
another and help each other out.
And worst-case scenario, we can
just wallow in sadness together.

Mourning controversial public figures
Reflecting on the death of Prince Philip and the role of the royal family in
contemporary society
HALLIE WILTSHIRE
ASST. OPINION EDITOR
On April 9, Great Britain
mourned the death of Prince
Philip. Upon hearing the news,
I texted my British grandmother
that it was “a sad day for the
UK.” The lives of the British
royal family are well-known and

publicized. Even people who
take no interest in the family
or outright dislike them are at
least aware of the happenings
in their lives. My grandmother
responded that it was “a very
sad day indeed.” But since then,
I’ve wondered — why? Why does
Britain give such respect and
attention to an outdated and
problematic institution?

On April 9, Great Britain mourned the death of Prince Philip

The British monarchy has a
long, racist, and bloody history
of imperialism. The royal
family is incredibly wealthy, the
monarchy receiving $97 million
in government funding in the
2017-2018 fiscal year, and owns
a significant amount of land.
Most of this wealth and resources
still stem from past participation
in the slave trade and theft of

Photo courtesy of Hello I’m Nik/Unsplash

resources in the countries that
the British Empire colonized.
Although
Queen
Elizabeth,
Prince Philip, and the rest of the
royal family are not responsible
for colonialism, they benefit
from an institution that is.
Even if Prince Philip isn’t
accountable for colonialism,
he was known for being “gaffeprone” and giving “compliments”
that more closely resembled
veiled microaggressions. In
1986, he said “if you stay here
much longer you’ll all be slittyeyed,” to British students on a
royal trip to China. In 2003, he
asked an Australian Aborigine if
he was “still throwing spears.”
These comments were simply
shrugged off, as Philip was
simply a “man of his time,” but
they shouldn’t be. Members of
the royal family shouldn’t get to
follow different rules of decency
just because they have blue
blood.
All eyes were on the royal
family when Prince Harry
married Meghan Markle, a
mixed-race American. The royal
family had a chance to begin to
redeem their racist history and
embrace a new era of the royal
family. Instead, they failed
spectacularly.
In an interview with Oprah,
Markle detailed how when
she was pregnant with her son

Archie, there were “concerns
and conversations about how
dark his skin might be” from the
royal family.
This kind of behavior is
not unexpected from a family
whose reputation and power
was built on the backs of nations
conquered during the imperialist
period. The royals bask in
their privilege and expect their
bad behavior to be shrugged
off — and unfortunately it
always is. Not wanting to play
into that narrative is not only
understandable, but should
be encouraged. Not treating
the royal family as heroes
who inherently deserve love
and affection is completely
acceptable.
It’s okay not to mourn
controversial public figures and
the problematic institutions they
represent or of whom they were
members.
Prince Philip consistently
acted
inappropriately
and
made racist remarks, and
acknowledging that and choosing
not to mourn him for that
reason is perfectly acceptable.
He does not earn the respect of
every person just because he is
married to the queen.
Belonging to an ‘important’
family or holding celebrity status
does not mean you are exempt
from human decency.

The views expressed in the editorial and op-ed sections are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the
University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Meet the New ASG
Leadership Team
The students of USD got out to vote on April 15 and April 16 to have their voices heard,
and have chosen their 2021-2022 ASG President, Vice President, and some ASG Senators.

This new leadership team is determined to build close relationships with students, work closely
with the administration, and bring about impactful change at USD that will ensure all students’
needs are being met. These new ASG leaders are passionate about helping students reach their full
potential, creating progressive solutions, and taking action toward equity, inclusion, and solidarity.

President:
Justice Zoto (she/her)

Vice President:
Ari Sambrano (she/her)

◆
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At-Large Senators:
Alexa Andrade (she/her)
Chloe Cohen (she/her)
Tiana Fee (she/her)
Jake Dredge (he/him)
Madeleine Woo (she/her)
Sean Kenney (he/him)
Ezra Wheeler (they/them)

Manchester Senator:
Brendan Graville (he/him)

Humanities Senator:
Lauren Fettes (she/her)

Social Sciences Senator:
Ceci Barron (she/her)

Commuter Senator:
Photo Courtesty of Justice Zoto

Photo Courtesty of Ari Sambrano

Alana De La Torre (she/her)

Spread by Tori Tanigawa/The USD Vista; Content by Brittany Lang/The USD Vista
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Remembering Haley Takeda
Students and faculty honor the memory of Haley Takeda and discuss the
profound mark she left on the USD community
BRITTANY LANG
FEATURE EDITOR
Haley Takeda, a young
woman of grace, remarkable
intelligence, and kindness, will
be remembered by her friends,
family, and all those who knew her
as a person of unparalleled light.
Students and faculty in
their time of grief have decided
to celebrate the remarkable
person Takeda was and honor
the many accomplishments she
achieved in her 21 years of life.
Takeda, a USD junior, passed
away on Saturday, March 20,
after she was involved in a fatal
car accident along Linda Vista
Road on the evening of March
19. The crash occurred after
a young high school student
collided head-on with Takeda’s
car which was also carrying two
other passengers. At least 10
people were injured, but Takeda
and the driver of the other car,
Marc Anthony George III, 17,
were the only two fatalities.
Takeda
was
an
active
member of Student International
Business Council (SIBC), the
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority, and
the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity.
She was also a dancer on the
USD dance team and excelled
academically as an international
business and Spanish major
and business analytics minor.
Takeda was serving as the
chief diversity, equity, and
inclusion officer in Kappa
Alpha Theta and the social
media lead for the dance team.
Eileen Daspro, professor
of international business at
USD and a faculty advisor to
SIBC, shared how Takeda was
a pleasure to have in class
and always enthusiastically
contributed thoughtful insight
and astute comments. Daspro
and Takeda both shared a
love for Latin America and a
passion for international travel.
“I was always impressed by
how she seized every opportunity
available to her,” Daspro said.
“Haley was thoughtful, kind, and
understood clearly that she could
use her international business
knowledge to make society a
better place. I consider myself
very fortunate to have worked
with her closely. She touched me
and many others at USD deeply.”

Takeda was scheduled to
complete a consulting project
in Daspro’s class for a local
company that exports mats
designed to make beaches
accessible to those who are
wheelchair
bound.
Daspro
remarked that Takeda was
always professional, poised, and
prepared despite all the difficult
challenges and adjustments that
this past year has demanded.
Within SIBC, Takeda was
the project leader of the Procat
project and had the opportunity
to lead her team in a business
meeting with the client in Turkey.
Procat is an international
company that specializes in
customer
service
solutions
and is based in Istanbul.
In regard to the project,
Takeda and her team were
focused on predicting future
trends within the call center
industry and assessing the
impact of COVID-19 on its
employees.
She
was
also
involved in the marketing
project for Casa Don Javier
Tequila and the International
Political Economic Forum (IPE)
project from previous semesters.
Senior Caroline Murray,
president of SIBC and friend of
Takeda, expressed that Takeda
always knew how to make
everyone she was surrounded by
feel loved and accepted in both
professional and social settings.
“I was fortunate enough to
have known Haley as a driven
project leader in the Student
International Business Council,
a dedicated brother in Delta
Sigma Pi Business fraternity,
and a caring friend,” Murray
said. “Her spirit and dedication
to the USD community continues
to be felt every single day.”
Takeda’s newest little in
Delta Sigma Pi, sophomore
AnneMarie Rodgers, shared

how she considered Takeda to
be one of the most caring and
selfless people she has ever
had the pleasure of knowing.
Rodgers claimed that Takeda
always had a smile on her face
and lit up any room she was in.
“I can say without a doubt
that her legacy and influence
over the people she interacted
with will live on far beyond
her time here on earth … in
her honor, I will continue to
be that bright light she was for
so many people,” Rodgers said.
Takeda has been described by
her teammates on the USD dance
team as an incredible leader
who was devoted to everything
she was a part of. Teammate
senior Stephanie Weissig shared
that she will forever cherish
the memories she made with
Takeda.
Weissig
discussed
how when she first met Takeda
during her audition for the team,
she was immediately struck by
her incredible talent, beautiful
presence,
and
confidence.
“It was my honor and
privilege to get to know Haley
both on and off the dance floor,
and I vow to carry her effortlessly
beautiful spirit with me through
my life,” Weissig said. “Our
team has looked to her as an
incredible model of leadership
and devotion for everything
that she has accomplished,
and we will continue to look to
her for guidance from above.”
Junior at USD and fellow
dance teammate of Takeda,
Ashlyn Plant, also discussed
the remarkable woman Takeda
was and the everlasting impact
that her memory will have on
her for the rest of her life. Plant
reminisced on the kindness
Takeda extended to her when
she first joined the dance team
and how welcomed she made
her feel. Plant recalled how

Takeda not only excelled academically but was extremely involved on campus.
Brittany Lang/The USD Vista

from that moment on, she knew
Takeda would remain to be one
of her favorite people at USD.
“Before we drove home
for Christmas break, I joked
with Haley that eight hours
in the car just wouldn’t be
enough time,” Plant said. “I
stand by that. No time with
(Haley) was ever, ever enough.”
Junior Salma Youssef got
to know Takeda through their
shared involvement in Kappa
Alpha Theta as well as SIBC.
Youssef recalled a moment
she had with Takeda that
left a lasting impact on her
and is a memory she reflects
on frequently. During a biglittle date for their sorority,
Youssef found herself inspired

“I can say without a doubt that her legacy and influence
over the people she interacted with will live far beyond
her time here on earth.”
-AnneMarie Rodgers

by Takeda’s drive and her
commitment to always pursuing
her passions and staying on top
of her countless responsibilities,
even when she was facing
moments
of
self-doubt.
“Whenever I feel like I am
about to give up, I think about
this moment,” Youssef said. “I
think about Haley, her passions,
her success, and how much she
was able to do while keeping
calm. Haley was fearless.”
The senseless loss of Takeda
has had a profound impact on the
USD community and has caused
many to reflect on the fragility of
life. Many students and faculty
remarked that despite the grief
they feel, it is a reminder to
them of how exceptional of
a young woman Takeda was
and how honored they feel to
have had their lives touched
by her extraordinary spirit.
Takeda
represented
everything a student of USD
could hope to be, and her
memory serves as a reminder to
the USD community to not waste
a second of life — to continuously
seek out opportunities for
growth and never miss a moment
to show love and appreciation
to the ones we hold dearest.
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Spanish Writing Center’s “El Momento”
Students write narratives remembering the moment life would never be the same

TAYLOR DEGUZMAN
A&C EDITOR
The Spanish Writing Center
is a hidden gem on campus —
not many students know about
the center yet, but the hard work
and dedication each tutor pours
into the program makes it a
helpful resource for many USD
Spanish majors and minors.
Having a Spanish Writing Center
on USD’s campus is rare because
not many other universities
have
similar
programs.
Not only does the center
offer services and revision help
throughout the entire week,
but it also allows Spanish
speakers who need help in their
writing and Spanish majors and
minors alike to feel seen and
supported. Resources like these
are important for allowing the
diversity at USD to flourish.
The center held a writing
contest centered around one
simple truth: life as we know it
would never be the same. The
reality is that this pandemic
has lasted well over a year
now. Many USD students can
distinctly pinpoint where they
were and how they felt last spring
semester, when the world flipped
upside down and every sense
of normalcy became fleeting.
Students answered the
question: “Where were you when
you began to realize that your life
was going to change completely?”
Alexa Paulina Ortiz, senior,
wrote the winning narrative

Before COVID-19, tutors at the Spanish Writing Center would hold weekly meetings to get organized for helping students throughout the week.

titled: “Quédense esperando” —
translated in English as “Stay
Waiting.” Ortiz paints a story
that strikes a chord today and
offers a glimmer of hope; we are
not in the same place we were a
year ago, we’ve come a long way.
“Quédense esperando”
El último viernes en el
campus estaba nublado y
lluvioso, apto para el porvenir.
Todavía no sospechaba un gran
cambio porque eran nada más
medidas preventivas tomadas
por la escuela. ¿Verdad?
Pero al día siguiente, fui a
trabajar sin cubrebocas por

última vez. Luego en un par
de días, mis amigos y familia
de Tijuana ya no pudieron
cruzar como antes por el cierre
de la línea. Después, perdí un
mes de turnos en el trabajo.
En menos de una semana,
parecía que el mundo que
antes conocía tan bien era algo
desconocido. ¿Qué hacemos
ya? Las únicas respuestas eran
“quédense en casa” y “esperen.”
“Stay

Waiting” (English
translation)

The last Friday on campus
was cloudy and rainy, fitting
for what was to come. I

still didn’t suspect a big
change because they were
just
preventive
measures
taken by the school. Right?
But the next day, I went to
work without a mask for the last
time. Then in a couple of days,
my friends and family from
Tijuana could no longer cross
as before due to the closure of
the border. Then I lost a month
of shifts at work. In less than a
week, it seemed that the world
we once knew so well was
something unknown. What do
we do now? The only responses
were “stay home” and “wait.”
Now when some students

Photo courtesy of Clara Acevedo

think of the “last Friday on
campus,” they see a different
image. There are no longer
grey skies that cloud the
air, alerting some kind of
impending doom. The campus
is no longer a ghost town.
There are students on
campus during this spring
semester. There are students
with masks who safely socialize
with each other and get their
favorite plate from the SLP.
There are students who attend
mass and beam at the beautiful
immaculata reflecting the San
Diego sunshine. So much has
changed since a year ago: there
is a light at the end of the tunnel.

The winning narrative, “Quédense esperando,” focuses on the eerie moment students were forced into the unknown of the pandemic and had to “stay waiting” for what the future had in store.
Taylor DeGuzman/The USD Vista
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Promise for the future, but no
wins for softball against BYU
USD can’t contain Cougs’ hitters enough as Torero offense struggles to score runs

Softball from Page 1

the fifth inning.
Despite the second game
ending in a blowout, run-rule
defeat, USD looked like they
could have won both games on
Friday. The Toreros’ offense
took a while to get started in
the opener, not registering a hit
until the third inning, and only
scoring their one run in the fifth;
they almost kept the Cougs’
offense just as contained. Had
they not committed their costly
errors, head coach MJ Knighten
believed her Toreros could have
pulled off the upset.
“I do believe if those errors
were cleaned up and those didn’t
happen, that it wouldn’t be the
way it was on the scoreboard,”
Knighten said. “I think our
errors really did dictate a lot of
those moments … but I think we
learned from that. We’ve got to
be crisp on defense, especially if
we’re not producing offensively,
because our pitchers aren’t
shutout pitchers. We have to be
crisp so we can continue to put
zeroes on the board for the other
team, to hopefully give us a
fighting chance on the offensive
side.”
Earnshaw got BYU’s first
two batters of the game out no
problem, and while first-year
outfielder Violet Zavodnik got to
second after an infield single and
a stolen base, Earnshaw induced
a ground ball to her second
baseman, redshirt sophomore
Rion Simms. But Simms bobbled
the ball, and instead of throwing
to first for what might have been
the third out of the inning, she
threw home to stop Zavodnik
from scoring. The throw wasn’t
good enough, and BYU got their
first run.
They almost had more that
inning. Earnshaw loaded the
bases, giving up a single and a
hit-by-pitch before San Diego
finally recorded the third out of
the inning. Earnshaw’s second
inning of work was trouble-free,
but in the third, another two-out
error cost the Toreros.
The Cougars’ designated
player, sophomore Huntyr Ava,
got to second on an error, this
time an errant throw to first by
first-year third baseman Sofia
Delgado. What would have
been the third out turned into a
runner on second with the redhot bat of BYU third baseman
Martha Epenesa at the plate.
Two days earlier, Epenesa hit a
walk-off home run against the
Cougars’ arch-rivals, Utah. With
a runner on base, she launched
another one, putting the ball
over the fence in left center, and
putting the home team further
ahead.
Epenesa’s two-run blast

would be the hosts’ last runs
of game one, but they were far
from done hitting homers. BYU
hit four of them in game two to
run away with the victory. But
unlike in the opening game —
where the home team took the
lead early and kept it — it was
the visiting Toreros who scored
first in game two.
First-year outfielder Malia
Benson led off the game by
earning a walk after a lengthy
14-pitch at-bat, and Simms laid
down a sacrifice bunt to get
Benson into scoring position at
second base. That meant redshirt
sophomore first baseman Sofia
Bjerk’s base hit was enough to
bring Benson around and give
San Diego a 1-0 lead.
BYU leveled the game right
back up through a lead-off
homer by senior outfielder Rylee
Jensen and almost took the lead
in the second inning thanks to a

game that she did not regret her
decision to replace Braegelmann
with Rose.
“We
decided
to
take
(Braegelmann) out of the game
because we saw that she was
getting a little fatigued and
mentally rattled a little bit,”
Knighten said. “We went with
Courtney Rose, who is a different
kind of look than McKenna,
who is an up-ball pitcher, and
Courtney is a down-ball pitcher
with a really good off-speed, so
we decided to do that to keep
them on their toes … I felt like it
was the right decision to make,
and you know what, we didn’t
get the result that we wanted
from it, but we’ve done that
many times and it has helped us
before.”
First year Katlin Entrup
replaced Rose after Zavodnik’s
long ball, only to give up a
two-run homer of her own to

to left field, but the next three
Toreros went down in order and
the game was over after only five
innings.
Saturday’s series finale was
closer, but not competitive. The
Toreros only put a runner in
scoring position twice across
seven innings, both times with
two outs already on the board,
making it harder to bring
that runner home. But had
the offense been able to put
something together, Earnshaw
was keeping the Cougars well
within reach.
BYU scored a run in the first,
but didn’t add their second and
third until the sixth inning, their
final inning at the plate. The
long dry spell in between was
thanks to Earnshaw and the San
Diego defense behind her.
In the bottom of the fourth,
USD’s aggressive defense kept
the Cougs off the board. When

“I do believe if those errors were cleaned up and those
didn’t happen, that it wouldn’t be the way it was on the
scoreboard. I think our errors really did dictate a lot of those
moments … but I think we learned from that.”
- Head Coach MJ Knighten
USD error putting a runner on
third. But Braegelmann got out
of the inning, and the Toreros
were the next to score. First-year
shortstop Amanda Limon led off
the top of the third with a single
to right field, and while Benson’s
ground ball to third was the
perfect setup for a double play,
BYU couldn’t turn it, and USD
got runners on first and second
with nobody out.
Simms was up next, and
while she struck out, the strikethree pitch got away from the
Cougars’
catcher,
allowing
Limon and Benson to move up
to second and third with Bjerk
at the plate. The Toreros’ first
baseman hit a fly ball to left field
which not only dropped, but
bounced over the head of BYU’s
left fielder, allowing Limon and
Benson to score easily as Bjerk
trotted into second with a twoRBI double.
With USD up 3-1, Jensen led
off the Cougars’ half of the third
inning with her second home run
of the game to bring BYU back
within one. Despite only giving
up the two runs, that was the end
of Braegelmann’s evening, as
redshirt first year Courtney Rose
came in to relieve her. Rose only
ran into trouble. She gave up
three runs with two outs in the
third, then a three-run homer to
Zavodnik in the bottom of the
fourth as BYU blew the game
wide open.
Still, Knighten said after the

Epenesa, who took home WCC
player of the week honors for her
performance at the plate. The
Cougars almost launched a third
home run in the inning, but the
ball hit the top of the wall and
stayed in play, meaning junior
shortstop Marissa Chavez had to
settle for a triple. Chavez would
come home to score by the end
of the inning, putting the hosts
up 11-3 and meaning the top of
the fifth inning would be USD’s
last at-bats of the game unless
they scored a run. Benson led off
the top of the fifth with a double

Chavez laid down a sacrifice
bunt attempt, the Toreros went
for the tougher play to get the
runner moving to second out,
rather than Chavez. They made
the play. Later that inning,
with Chavez standing at third,
and one out, Delgado fielded a
routine ground ball. Throwing
to first would have all but
guaranteed the second out of the
inning, at the expense of letting
Chavez score. Delgado risked the
throw home. It was in time, and
Chavez was out. But Earnshaw
walked the next batter, bringing

Jensen to the plate with the
bases loaded. Earnshaw got
Jensen to ground out, escaping
the jam and ending the inning.
BYU finally broke through
the Toreros’ defense in the sixth
inning. A pair of singles put
runners on first and second with
two outs, and senior outfielder
HannahJo Peterson’s double
down the right field line brought
them both home. Peterson was
tagged out at third trying to
stretch her double into a triple.
The Cougars sat down San Diego,
one, two, three in the top of the
seventh to finish off the 3-0 win,
and the series sweep.
The losses drop the Toreros
to 10-24 overall and 2-7 in
conference, while BYU stretches
its unbeaten streak to 16
straight games. Despite getting
swept, Knighten looked to keep
her team’s performance in
perspective.
“Even throughout the whole
season, with us getting losses,
I look at Soph Delgado, I look
at Amanda Limon, I look at
McKenna [Braegelmann] and all
those youngins and I say, ‘man,
the future’s very promising,’”
Knighten said. “You look at the
scoreboard or you look at the
final of the series, and you’re
like, ‘man, we just got swept,’
but at the same time, just put it
in that perspective that we have
a lot of room to grow. The fact
that we held on with a team for
that long shows a lot of promise
in the future.”
While the Cougars head to
Los Angeles to take on secondin-conference LMU, the Toreros
will return home this weekend
for a three game series against
fourth-place Santa Clara (3-6 in
conference). The series begins
with a doubleheader, starting
Saturday, May 1 at noon.
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Toreros swept by Waves

USD women’s tennis loses to No. 7 Pepperdine, who claim conference championship
MARIA WATTERS
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
The University of San Diego’s
women’s tennis team battled
their West Coast Conference
(WCC) rival, the 7th-ranked
Pepperdine Waves, in a match
that would decide the conference
championship at home on
Sunday, April 25.
The Toreros and Waves first
met on the doubles courts as
they fought for the first overall
team point. USD secured the
first victory in the best-of-three
contest on court one. But the
Waves evened the score at one
set a piece by winning on court
three after a close tie-breaker.
The fight for the doubles point
came down to court two, where
both teams were locked in the
second tie-breaker of the day.
Ultimately, the Waves came
out on top, taking the lead in
the overall score 1-0 over the
Toreros. After defeating USD in
doubles, Pepperdine continued
to dominate throughout the
singles matches. Despite needing
three sets to decide the victor on
three of the six singles courts,
the Waves managed to sweep
the Toreros 7-0. By defeating
USD, Pepperdine took home
their eighth consecutive WCC
conference championship, their
28th title in program history.
The importance of Saturday’s
match against no. 7 Pepperdine
could not be understated. The
USD women’s tennis team
had more than just the WCC
conference championship on the
line.

Heading into the match, the
14-3 Toreros had not lost a match
since their 3-4 loss against Cal
Berkeley in March, a nine-game
winning streak that was rapidly
approaching the program record
for most consecutive wins at
11. What’s more, the Toreros
had not lost a single team point
in their last four matchups,
including against two conference
opponents. Their 4-0 victory
over no. 44 Washington marked
their tenth sweep of the season,
passing the all-time program
record of nine set in 1983.
But apart from the possibility
of setting program records, a
victory over 19-4 Pepperdine
and 12-7 Gonzaga later in the
week would secure USD the
WCC title and an automatic
bid to the National Collegiate
Athletics Association (NCAA)
tournament.
With their fate in their
own hands, and the WCC
Championship in their sights,
the Toreros entered into their
match against Pepperdine eager
to take on such a formidable
opponent.
“Our mindset going into
Pepperdine was good,” redshirt
sophomore Solymar Colling
said. “We had a lot of belief and
wanted to use this opportunity
to try and show how good we are
as a team.”
The contest began with three
doubles matchups for the first
overall team point. The first
team to win on two courts would
enter into the singles matches
with a 1-0 lead. Court one was
the first to finish. Colling and
redshirt first year Elizabeth

Goldsmith took on graduate
students Jessica Failla and Shiori
Fukuda. Ultimately, Colling and
Goldsmith secured the win,
defeating their opponents 6-4.
Despite a hard-fought battle,
the Toreros weren’t as successful
on the court three, where
redshirt senior Kati Kukaras and
first year Elisabeth Andryukhova
had forced their opponents to a
tiebreaker. But ultimately, it was
Pepperdine’s sophomore Astrid
Olson and graduate student
Ashley Lahey who walked away
with the win for the Waves.
The battle for the doubles
point came down to court two,
where USD’s first years Abigail
Desiatnikov and Jordyn McBride
had fought back from a 3-5
deficit and saved the match when
the Waves’ sophomore Lisa Zaar
and first year Taisiya Pachkaleva
were up 6-5. While Torero fans
and teammates cheered on their
last hope for the doubles point,
USD was unable to close out the
set, losing 4-7 in the tiebreaker.
The Waves lead the Toreros
1-0 heading into the round of
singles matches that would
crown the WCC champion.
“I think after doubles we all
seemed a little bit down because
our two and three doubles lost
in tiebreakers, and that showed
in singles,” Colling said. “If we
had won doubles the momentum
would have been on our side
of the court and I think would
have given us a better chance at
beating Pepperdine and winning
conference.”
Despite their efforts to
quickly force a momentum shift
in the singles, USD got off to a

rocky start. Sophomore Victoria
Kalaitzis was the only Torero to
win the first set of her match,
while the rest would have to fight
to win their individual best-ofthree matchups.
The first contest decided
was the matchup between
Goldsmith and no. 26 Failla on
court two. After losing the first
set 2-6, Goldsmith was unable to
overcome the speed and skill of
Failla who closed out the match
with a decisive 6-1 victory,
securing the second team point
for Pepperdine.
Down 0-2 overall, the
Toreros were unable to stop the
bleeding as Desiatnikov fell to
Fukuda in straight sets 6-1, 7-5.
Ultimately, the Waves clinched
the team victory on court six
when first year Nikki Redelijk
defeated Kukaras 6-1, 6-3.
Though the Waves had
already won the team victory,
three singles matches had yet to
be finished. After battling back
into the match despite a 6-1
defeat in the first set, McBride
had pushed no. 116 Pachkaleva
to a third set on court three.
However, due to a persistent
back injury, McBride retired
from the match at 0-3 in the
third set.
A roller coaster of a battle
was still taking place on court
one, however, as no. 57 Colling
was taking on the preseason
number one player in the nation,
Lahey. Having lost the first set
6-2, Colling came back strong
in the second, forcing a third
set after a 6-2 win. However,
it was Lahey’s monster serve
that pushed her over the top to

secure a 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 victory on
the top court.
The last match to finish was
the fight between Kalaitzis and
Zaar on court five. Having been
the only Torero to win her first
set, Kalaitzis had the advantage
heading into the second set.
However, Zaar proceeded to
dominate the rest of the match,
hammering the final nail into
the Toreros’ coffin with her 3-6,
6-1, 6-3 victory.
At the end of the day, the
Pepperdine Waves walked away
with a 7-0 sweeping victory over
USD and the WCC title.
With their winning streak
broken and their postseason fate
undecided, the Toreros were still
proud of the way they competed
against their conference rival.
“We battled our hearts out
and had very close matches,”
assistant coach Nadia Abdala
said. “But credit to Pepperdine
because they played better.
Today we learned a lot and
we are looking forward to our
last home match of the season
against Gonzaga.”
Despite the loss against
Pepperdine, USD’s postseason
hopes are still very much alive.
Though the path to the NCAA
tournament is less clear, the
Toreros will need a win over
Gonzaga in order to have a
chance at a tournament berth.
Both their last match of the
season and their last chance to
make the tournament, the match
against the Bulldogs is sure to be
one of the most consequential
of the season. At the time of
writing, that match has not yet
taken place.

THE MATCH-UP: PEPPERDINE VS. USD
USD

PEPPERDINE
THREE PLAYERS RANKED IN INTERCOLLEGIATE

ONE PLAYER RANKED IN ITA TOP 125

TENNIS ASSOCIATION TOP 125

HADN'T LOST A TEAM POINT IN 4 PREVIOUS

HADN'T LOST A TEAM POINT IN 4 PREVIOUS

MATCHES

MATCHES

ONLY LOST 3 TEAM POINTS ACROSS 6

ONLY LOST 2 TEAM POINTS ACROSS 7

CONFERENCE MATCHUPS

CONFERENCE MATCHES

1-2 AGAINST TOP-50 RANKED TEAMS

9-3 AGAINST TOP-25 RANKED TEAMS

10 SWEEPS THIS SEASON

UNDEFEATED AGAINST UNRANKED TEAMS
9 SWEEPS THIS SEASON
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