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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON FATHER NICOLAS 
COMPOSER OF "THE PASSION" 

Since the time a Dominican nun set him--as a child--on the 

organ bench of a parish church in Oceanside, Father Nicolas Reveles 

has had a fascination for playing, studying and composing music. 

His piano and composing works have included masses, short 

canat.as, hymns and antiphons. 

Born in Los Angeles in 1948, and raised in Oceanside, Reveles 

holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from the University of 

San Diego and a Master of Arts degree in Music from the University 

of Redlands. He is a member of the Fine Arts faculty at USD, 

Acting Director of the Diocesan Center for Liturgy and Prayer, 

and Director of Music for the Diocese of San Diego. Reveles 

was ordained a priest in 1974. 

"The Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ According 

to John" is the author's first major work for the liturgical genre. 

In the fall, Reveles plans to present a concert series 

at USD, presenting all thirty-two of the Beethoven Piano Sonatas. 
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Nicolas M. Reveles, pianist and composer, began studying and composing 
music at a very early age. From the time a Dominican nun set him on 
the organ bench of his parish church in California, his compositional 
output has been nearly strictly liturgical. His Bachelor of Arts in 
Music was received from the University of San Diego, and he holds a 
Master of Arts in Music from the University of Redlands. He is a 
member of the Fine Arts Faculty of USO, Acting Director of the Diocesan 
Center for Liturgy and Prayer, as we 11 as Di rector of Music for the 
Diocese of San Diego. As a pianist, he is looking forward to collab
orating with two faculty colleagues at USO in a concert series beginning 
this Fall which will present all thirty-two of the Beethoven Piano 
Sonatas. The St. John Passion is his first major work for the 
liturgical genre, having up till now concentrated on smaller forms, 
masses, short canatas, hymns and antiphons. Father Reveles was 
ordained a priest for the Diocese of San Diego in 1974. 
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