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NEWS R E L E A S E UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
NEWS BUREAU 
D I R E C T O R : J O H N L. N U N E S 
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T E L E P H O N E : ( 6 1 9 ) 2 6 0 - 4 6 8 2 
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EVER WANTED TO "GRADE" THE SAN DIEGO MEDIA? 
HERE'S YOUR CHANCE 

..."CLASS" BEGINS 7 P.M. TUESDAY, FEB. 13 
(At the "head of the c l a s s : " Marty Levin, Cathy Clark, Barry 
Horstman, Janet Lowe, John Tenwolde, Andrea Skorepa, Robert Fellmeth) 

Remember "anniversary" news coverage of the San Ysidro massacre 
at McDonald's or the PSA a i r l i n e r crash i n North Park? 

E x p l o i t a t i o n or the p u b l i c ' s r i g h t t o know? 
Or how about l a t e l a s t year when Los Angeles Times r e p o r t e r s 

wrote about S h e r i f f Duffy's home s e c u r i t y system and the s h e r i f f 
claimed invasion of privacy? 

Or when Roger Hedgecock was toppled from the mayor's o f f i c e , the 
p o l i t i c i a n c r i e d f o u l and sued the Copley Press f o r what he claimed 
was biased coverage of h i s a f f a i r s ? 

I s the media a c t i n g e t h i c a l l y ? Does the media go too far? 
Or i s media-bashing a convenient, fashionable scapegoat f o r 

people i n the news? 
Should the media be held accountable, and, i f so, t o whom? 
Legitimate questions. What are the answers? 
On Tuesday, Feb. 13, j o u r n a l i s t s and news f i g u r e s w i l l attempt t o 

t a c k l e these issues d u r i n g a f r e e , p u b l i c forum co-sponsored by the 
U n i v e r s i t y of San Diego and the Society of P r o f e s s i o n a l J o u r n a l i s t s . 

-more-



Channel 39 News anchor Marty Levin w i l l moderate, employing a 
format t h a t r e l i e s p r i m a r i l y on the audience t o pose questions t o the 
panel of experts. 

The program, e n t i t l e d " A c c o u n t a b i l i t y : A Report Card on the 
Media," begins at 7 p.m. and w i l l be held i n the Hahn U n i v e r s i t y 
Center Forum. A hosted r e c e p t i o n f o l l o w s . 

Cox Cable i s scheduled t o tape the 90-minute program f o r 
t e l e v i s i n g a t a l a t e r date on Cox Channel 4. 

Pan e l i s t s i n c l u d e : 
* Barry Horstman, a Los Angeles Times p o l i t i c a l w r i t e r who 

worked on the Duffy s t o r i e s l a t e l a s t year t h a t l e d t o the s h e r i f f ' s 
d e c i s i o n not t o run f o r r e - e l e c t i o n . 

* Robert Fellmeth, U n i v e r s i t y of San Diego law professor and co
author of the 1986 Open Meetings Act amendment. He i s also C a l i f o r n i a 
Bar Monitor f o r the s t a t e Attorney General. 

* Janet Lowe, book author and former Tribune f i n a n c i a l e d i t o r . 
* Andrea Skorepa, executive d i r e c t o r of Casa F a m i l i a r , and 

chairperson of the San Diego Advisory Board on Pol i c e Communications 
and the Mayor's L a t i n o Advisory Committee. 

* John Tenwolde, a s h e r i f f ' s homicide l i e u t e n a n t who was 
commander of the s h e r i f f ' s p u b l i c a f f a i r s d i v i s i o n . He also was a 
s t a t e Department of J u s t i c e consultant on police/press r e l a t i o n s . 

This i s the f o u r t h i n a se r i e s of USD/SPJ programs on news media 
e t h i c s . They are designed t o a s s i s t the p u b l i c i n understanding the 
media and t o provide the press an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r self-examination. 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , please contact John Nunes at 260-4682 or 
Jane C l i f f o r d a t 293-1327. 
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